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From the vicar and priest-in-charge  

‘I don’t believe as much as I used to, but what I do believe I believe with more conviction.’ 

I 
 first heard these words, or something very close to 
them, almost exactly thirty years ago.  It was in the 
study of the then Bishop of Edmonton, the Rt Rev’d 

Bill Westwood, who was interviewing me to see whether he 
would allow me to serve my curacy at Enfield Parish 
Church.  He said a great deal else no doubt, but this is the 
bit that has remained with me.   Perhaps he discerned in me 
the typical strengths and weaknesses of an ordinand from the 
evangelical tradition: lots of fervour and enthusiasm for the 
gospel combined with a tendency to be certain about all 
sorts of issues—perhaps indeed a little too certain about 
most issues. 
 
Although I think at the time I rather brushed them aside, the 
Bishop’s words were prophetic, at least in so far as how 
things have turned out with me.  Perhaps my time amongst 
the intelligentsia of Highgate (which now represents well 
over half of my ministry) has played a part in this, but I have 
to say that while my conviction of the truth of the central 
claims of the New Testament about God’s nature and his 
saving love revealed in the birth, life, ministry, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the gift of his Spirit to his 
people is as strong as it has ever been, I am far less certain 
than I used to be about all sorts of other things. 
   
This has been my starting point in reacting both to the Gen-
eral Synod’s failure to pass the motion about women bishops 
by a sufficient majority, and to the distress this has caused to 
members of both of our congregations.  It is well known 
that some Anglicans would refuse to support any change for 
which the full authority of the Church Catholic (i.e. of 
Rome) has been given.  It is equally well known that others 
would want to find a mandate in Holy Scripture for every 
decision on this and other contested issues.  The difficulty is 
that perhaps Scripture was never meant to be a text book to 
give answers on every issue; rather its purpose as a Christian 
sees it is to bear witness to God revealed in Jesus Christ.  If 
there are no hard and fast ways of arriving at a clear verdict 
on the rightness or wrongness of a decision we have the dis-
comfort—and challenge—of seeking a way forward where 
certainty and knockdown proofs aren’t available.   
 
From this point of view, disagreements in the life of the 
church should not surprise us, even though some of them 

may disappoint us.  It is perfectly possible for Christian 
people to hold very different opinions about issues such 
as gay marriage and women bishops; once we accept 
that the area of complete certainty and unanimity is 
restricted to a relatively small circle of central doc-
trines, we shouldn’t be surprised about disagreements 
elsewhere, though we might hope that the debates 
should proceed in charity.  (They don’t always.) 
 
It could be very easy to lose patience both with the 
Church as a whole and with the Church of England in 
particular.  Plenty of people have prophesied the decline 
and fall of an institution that seems to be losing the bat-
tle against secularism, and whose members seem to be 
declining in numbers in many part so the country 
(although not in London).  My response is a simple one: 
When did the Lord ever tell us that his disciples would 
become a majority?  (He didn’t: Mt 7:14.)  Was there 
ever a time when there weren’t vehement disagree-
ments in the life of the Church? (If there was such a 
time, the New Testament period was not it: Acts 6:1, 
Galatians 2:11.)  But above all, will the weakness, ti-
midity and division of the church frustrate the loving 
purposes of God? (They won’t: 2 Cor. 4). 
 
So at the beginning of a new year, a reminder that divi-
sion and weakness in the church is no reason whatsoever 
for a Christian to lose heart.   

Jonathan Trigg 
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JANUARY  2013 
 

 
 
SUNDAY 13th   EPIPHANY 2  
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer  Isaiah 43.1-7: 

Luke 3.15-17,21,22  
 11.15am Holy Communion  Isaiah 43.1-7: 

Luke 3.15-17,21,22  
 6.30pm Service of the Word  Isaiah 55.1-

11; Romans 6.1-11 
 
 
SUNDAY 20th   EPIPHANY 3   
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Holy Communion  Isaiah 62.1-5;  
   John 2.1-11 
 11.15am Morning Worship  Isaiah 62.1-5;  
   John 2.1-11 
 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP)  1 Samuel 
   3.1-20; Ephesians 4.1-16 
 
SUNDAY 27th  EPIPHANY 4 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer with Baptism  1 

 Corinthians 12.12-31a; Luke 
 4.14-21 

 11.15am Holy Communion with Baptism  1 
 Corinthians 12.12-31a; Luke 
 4.14-21 

 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Numbers 
 9.15-23; 1 Corinthians 7.17-
 24 

 
 

FEBRUARY 2013 
 
 
SUNDAY 3rd     2 BEFORE LENT:  
  The Presentation 
 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 
 9.45am Holy Communion   Hebrews 2.14-

18; Luke 2.22-40 
 11.15am  Morning Worship  Hebrews 2.14-

18; Luke 2.22-40 
 6.30pm Choral Eucharist (BCP)   Haggai 

2.1-9; John 2.18-22 

SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S  
Services are modern language (Common Worship) except where indicated as BCP  

(Book of Common Prayer). 

 
SUNDAY 10th   NEXT BEFORE LENT   
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer  2 Corinthians 3.12  -  4.2; 

Luke 9.28--43a  
 11.15am Holy Communion  2 Corinthians 3.12  -  

4.2; Luke 9.28--43a 
 6.30pm Service of the Word  Exodus 3.1-6; John 

12.27-36a 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY 13th February 
 
 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 7.30pm  Holy Communion at All Saints 
 
SUNDAY 17th   LENT 1 * 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Holy Communion   
 11.15am Morning Worship  
 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP)  Deuteronomy 26.1- 
   11; Luke 4.1-13 
 
SUNDAY 24th  LENT 2 * 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer with Baptism  
 11.15am Holy Communion with Baptism  
 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP)  Genesis 15.1-12,17-

 18; Luke 13.31-35 
 
 

MARCH 2013 
 
SUNDAY 3rd     LENT 3 * 
 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 
 9.45am Holy Communion    
 11.15am  Morning Worship 
 6.30pm Choral Eucharist (BCP)   1 Corinthians 10.1-
   13; Luke 13.1-9 
 
 
* Please note that the readings at 9.45 and 11.15am on Sundays in 
Lent will be specially chosen for a sermon series; more details will be 
available nearer the time, and those on the readers’ rota will be sent a 
list of them. 
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SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
 

 WEEKLY SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 

 Sundays 

10.00 am Parish Communion 

  

Wednesdays 

7.30 pm Holy Communion 

  

SERVICES AT MARY FEILDING GUILD 

1st Thursday of the Month 

11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sundays  

(except the Sunday following the first 

Thursday) 

11.15 am  Extended Communion 

    

Brownies meet on Thursday evenings 
Guides meet on Monday evenings 

  

 

 
ALL SAINTS  

PARISH MAGAZINE READERS 

Please e-mail  to All Saints editor at  

agile@authors.co.uk submissions and correc-

tions to Events, Services and Parish Register 

listings, for inclusion in future magazine edi-

tions.  Many thanks. 

 

 

Upcoming Events at All Saints 

 

 

I 
n this New Year, there will be some exciting and, hopefully, 
enjoyable events at All Saints. In January, on Saturday 19th, 
we will be hosting a bring-and-share lunch with live music 

accompanying our meal. John Campbell, trumpeter, will be on 
hand to enliven our lunch and fellowship. There is a chance that 
John will be accompanied by a pianist and/or singer. But no mat-
ter, John is happy for us to eat and converse while he plays music. 
He will have CDs available for purchase and we will have a retir-
ing collection to help with our Church Restoration Fund. Please 
bring a dish and join us for what should prove a relaxing and fill-
ing day. 
 
On Saturday 9 February we will get ready for the Lenten Season 
by anticipating Ash Wednesday (and Shrove Tuesday) with a pan-
cake Saturday. We will begin at 5.30pm with a £1 admission (all 
ages) for all you can eat pancakes. Please bring your own fillings 
and help make the pancakes as delectable as possible. We will also 
be accepting donations of wine, juice, etc and make those avail-
able to accompany our Lenten preparations. At 6.30pm we will 
have our annual Lenten quiz! Everyone is invited. 
 
Finally, on Sunday 10 March, we will host a Mission Breakfast for 
St Anne's Hospital, Nkhotkhota. This is one of our annual mission 
partners and this year we restore our Lenten focus on the people 
and work of St Anne's Hospital. Breakfast is served from 8.15am 
with last orders at 9.30am. Each cooked breakfast is £5 for adults 
(12 and older) and £2.50 for children (2-11 yrs old). All proceeds 
go directly to St Anne's via USPG. 
 

Bryce Wandrey 
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Worship 

  

O 
ur pattern of services: 
 
 

 8am: A quiet said celebration of the Holy Communion, mostly 
Prayer Book (traditional language) 

 9.45am: either Morning Prayer or Holy Communion modern 
language service, usually with the choir, offering full provision 
for children (our more traditional main morning service) 

 11.15am: either Holy Communion or Morning Worship: full 
provision for children; some contemporary music 

 6.30pm: our evening services are mostly traditional language 
including monthly Choral Evensong and Sung Eucharist.    

 
See the Calendar for full details of services.  There is a celebration of 
Holy Communion each Thursday at 11am.  
 
 

Children and Young People 
 

St. Michael’s prides itself on the welcome we offer to children and young 
people.   Sunday School and crèche facilities are provided both at 9.45am 
(Sunday Discovery) and 11.15am (Sunday Adventures).    
 
We offer a range of weekly activities for children and young people.  
Contact Andy Spanring, our Youth and Family Worker at 
andy.spanring@gmail.com for more details. 
 
Children and young people have an opportunity to sing and receive choral 
training as Choir Probationers (age 6-10 years) or Parish Choristers (age 
11-18 years). Contact Paul Dean at deanorganist@yahoo.com.  
 
The weekly Parent and Toddler Group provides social interaction for the 
very young (and their parents!) on Tuesday mornings, 9.30am-12noon.   

 
 

 

Welcome to st Michael’s 
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Fellowship 
 

 Growth Groups are our weekly opportunity to meet in groups for Bible 
study and fellowship.  For more details contact Kitty Sage: kittysage1 
@gmail.com 

 St. Michael’s Fellowship meets during the day regularly throughout the 
year for study, courses with visiting speakers on topics such as prayer, 
liturgy, religious art or poetry, and theology. Contact Bryce Wandrey at 
brycepwandrey@gmail.com or on 020 8351 6083.  

 Coffee is served every Saturday morning in the Parish Rooms between 
10am and 11.30am. 

 From time to time we organise other groups, such as theological book 
groups, ‘Agnostics Anonymous,’ etc. 

 
 

Mission and Outreach 
 

Sharing our faith with others is perhaps the hardest part of our Christian lives.  
We do this not merely by supporting those agencies who work in this country 
and overseas, but also within the life of the Parish. 
 

 Close links are maintained with St. Michael’s Church of England Primary 
School, through the clergy and many parents within the congregation. 

 We support a variety of ‘Mission Partners’ working abroad and in the 
UK, such as:  A Rocha (Christian environmental charity); Barnabas Fund 
(working to help Christians subject to persecution); The Bible Society; 
CARIS Haringey (working amongst the homeless in Haringey); Kirima 
School and College in Uganda; AICMAR (Christian education in East 
Africa). 

 

Stewardship 
All things come from you, and of your own have we given you.  

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 
 

The Church is often caricatured as always asking for our money, yet Christian 
stewardship is not just about financial giving.  It is our time and our talents 
that are needed as well, as these are part of the ‘all things’ given to us by God.  
We respond out of gratitude to him.  
 

 In a large church, there are always many ways in which to help practi-
cally.  There are often appeals for help in the weekly notice sheet and 
members of staff always have suggestions!  The more the merrier! 

 We operate the Stewardship scheme for tax-effective and committed 
giving to the church.  Gift Aid allows the church to recover the tax from 
the Inland Revenue and to plan ahead with a secure knowledge of pro-
jected income.  Contact our Stewardship Recorder, Roger Sainsbury at  
r.sainsbury555@btinternet.com. 
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I 
 would like to share some of the thoughts that I ex-
pressed the Sunday after the General Synod’s vote to 
not promote women priests to bishops at this time. 

While none of this will be new to some of you I do hope, 
nonetheless, that it is helpful as we struggle through these 
times together.  As I did on that Christ the King Sunday, 
here as well I would like to pursue some thoughts via two 
different avenues: 1) by conveying some of our current 
Archbishop’s thoughts on the morning after the “no” vote 
and 2) by asking the question: how can we live with Christ 
the King in these times, in this place? 

First of all, from Rowan Williams: “We have, to put it 
very bluntly, a lot of explaining to do.” We have a lot of 
explaining to do to those who look at us from the outside 
and find what happened to be completely unintelligible, 
not to mention unequal, unfair and just plain wrong. As 
Rowan would also say, as a result of this past week, we 
have lost “a measure of credibility in our society.” And so, 
not only do we have a lot of explaining to do (and by that I 
mean not only the ones who voted no since we are in this, 
this Church, together), but we also have to hope that we 
will have a willing audience to listen to our explanations. 
But we can’t even be sure of that. 

Secondly, I also want to make sure to convey the conclu-
sion to Rowan’s address to the General Synod. And, in 
order to do so, I will quote most of his final paragraph: 

The Church of England did not vote for its disso-
lution [this past week].  The Church of England in 
a very important sense cannot vote for its dissolu-
tion, because the Church does not exist by the 
decision of Synod, by the will or personality of 
bishops or archbishops, by the decision of any 
pressure group, but by the call of Almighty God 
through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy 
Spirit…Therefore, what God asks of the Church 
and what God equips the Church to do are as true 
this morning as they were [the day before]…God 
does not wait for us to respond to his call for mis-
sion and service until we have solved all our in-
ternal problems. We are going to be faced with a 
great deal of very uncomfortable and very un-
pleasant accusations and recriminations about 
[this past week] and there is no easy way of get-
ting through that except to endure it.  But we can 
at least say God remains God, our call remains 
our call, our Church remains our Church and it is 
in that confidence that, with a good deal of deep 
breathing and as they say heart-swearing, we pre-
pare ourselves to do our business today in the 
hope that the grace and strength of the Holy 
Spirit is what is always is, and always was and 
always will be. 

We have a lot of explaining to do: not only to the wider 

society but to our community of followers of Jesus Christ. 
It won’t be easy; it won’t be painless but it definitely 
needs to happen. Maybe, just maybe, we can give thanks, 
as Rowan alluded to, that we are still here to do that ex-
plaining. 

With that I would like to, hopefully not too clumsily, 
move to my second thought this morning: how can we 
live with Christ the King in these times, in this place? One 
way of exploring this is to analyse the gospel of John’s 
usage of “lifting up.” Repeatedly in the fourth gospel we 
find the idea that Jesus’ great “lifting up”, his ascendancy, 
his glorious moment isn’t his birth, his resurrection or his 
ascension. Instead, it is the event in Jesus’ life which may 
seem the least glorious: his death. 
We could look at various instances 
of this but in John’s twelfth chapter 
we get the clearest indication: 
“‘And I, when I am lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.’ [Jesus] said this to indicate 
the kind of death he would die.” 
And so it is that we can also see 
Jesus’ death—the death of God’s 
Son—as his enthronement, his lift-
ing up, his coronation as Christ the 
King. 

I wonder if that is at all helpful, given the events of Gen-
eral Synod and given the road which lies ahead of us: to 
see Christ as our King in his death and in the silence of 
God? Because there is an element of God not abandoning 
us in our suffering and hence, being present in our suffer-
ing. And there is an element of God’s silence in our suf-
fering, even a silence while he is present. Jesus experi-
enced just such a “present silence” of His Father that day 
on Golgotha. He experienced it, in what for some is his 
coronation as our King. 

No matter what, we can’t allow our setbacks to blind us 
from our call. We can’t allow our suffering to blind us 
from our call. We can’t allow God’s silence to deter us 
from our mission. That may be the most powerful line of 
Williams’ address which I read earlier: “God does not 
wait for us to respond to his call for mission and service 
until we have solved all our internal problems.” He does-
n’t wait for us to respond when we make a mistake…he 
doesn’t wait for us to respond when we get it right…he 
doesn’t wait for us to respond in the silence…the call 
remains the same, “Follow me; be a pilgrim” It is a tough 
call; it is a tough road. We may not assume that it will get 
any easier, any smoother, or less ridiculed—this past 
week should convince us of that. Faithfulness is what we 
need. Perseverance is what we need. Ultimately, love is 
what we need. That is our call; it is still our call. Amen. 

Bryce Wandrey 

“God does not wait 

for us to respond 

to his call for 

mission and service 

until we have 

solved all our 

internal problems.”  
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Report of St Michael’s PCC held on 22d November 2012 
 
 
The main items discussed at the meeting were: 
 

F 
inance: A spreadsheet had been circulated prior to the meeting which showed finances were in 
line with predictions. 
 

Stewardship and Fundraising: Malcolm McGregor had attended the Conference of the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund and reported   that a change in their leadership indicates that they are now more in tune with 
projects that are community based/of benefit to a community as well as of historical merit.  They also now 
have a rolling application system, which should make reapplication a simpler process. This may help St 
Michael’s in its application for a grant towards the significant amount of work that is required on the ex-
ternal masonry. 
 
Mission Committee: A report from the committee had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 
agreed that a Christmas card, including an invitation to Christmas services would be printed and distrib-
uted to every household in the parish and to those attending school carol services at St Michael’s. In future 
this may be may be extended to  other Church festivals, such as Easter.  A priority is updating and main-
taining an accurate database and it was suggested that a more  user-friendly database might be adopted. 
The website also needs updating. It was agreed that it is important to present the same image of St Mi-
chael’s to all those who come in contact with the church. 
 
Night Shelter:  
Jonathan reported that the cold weather shelter was happening at the URC with St Michael’s involvement 
from volunteers and two suppers being held at St Michael’s. 
 
Christmas Collections 
It was agreed that the Christmas collection this year should be divided between C4WS (Camden Christian 
Council Cold Weather Shelter) and Christian Aid. 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting and New Electoral Roll:  
It was noted that a complete new roll would have to be compiled in March. It was agreed that in addition 
to the information required for the Roll the form would also ask for email addresses.  The  APCM will be 
held on 28th April with Lunch. 
 
Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adults at Risk: 
The diocese is drafting a new Policy for Safeguarding Children, Young People and Adults at Risk, which 
will be available shortly. The safeguarding aspect of the Children’s Advocate’s role is being separated 
and the continuing role of advocating work with children in the parish, will be that of  the ‘Children’s 
Champion.’  A new role of ‘Church Safeguarding Officer’ is being created. It was agreed that Ve-
ronica Sanderson be asked to be the Safeguarding Officer (she has since agreed) 
 
It was not felt possible to appoint a Children’s Champion before seeing the Diocese of London Policy.  In 
general it was agreed that, subject to the policy, the Children’s Champion should probably be the Youth 
Worker. 
 
 
 

Mary Embleton 
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Below are some photographs of the St  Michael’s Christingle Service held on Sunday 23 December and the Na-
tivity Play on Christmas morning.   For optimal clarity and full colour you may wish to view this issue of the 
magazine on the church’s website, http://stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com/.  To enjoy these advantages as to  
all future issues of the magazine, simply request that they be e-mailed to you.  Send a note to the editor, at 
n6parishmagazine@hotmail.com.   

Photographs courtesy of Keith and Jennie Horne-Roberts 
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H 
ave you ever wondered what happens to the 
tins and packets and the Christmas presents 
after you have so kindly brought them to a ser-

vice at St Michael’s Church?   Well, the food is taken to 
the CARIS centre in St Ann’s church hall in Tottenham 
where it is sorted by date and type and divided into indi-
vidual carrier bags to provide a balanced diet.. Every day 
there is a constant stream of people coming into the cen-
tre, for advice on topics varying from domestic violence 
to where to find courses to improve their English.  Often 
the staff realise that these families are also in need of basic 
food and toiletries, so they provide them with appropri-
ate items from the CARIS store. 
 
The Christmas presents are sorted into age ranges and 
then carefully wrapped and labelled – quite a task for one 
or two staff dealing with up to 250 presents!   The pre-
sents are given at the Christmas parties held for children 
up to age 14. Most of these children live in one room B & 
B or very temporary accommodation.   The CARIS party 
will probably be the only party they will attend and some 
will only receive just that one present at Christmas time. 
 
CARIS employs just 5 staff (most are only part time) but 
they helped and advised more than 500 families last year.  
They run a Mobile Toy Library which is an outreach for 
isolated families, weekly Drop In groups, English classes 
(with a crèche) and health promotion workshops.   Their 
operation runs on a very tight budget, even less this year 
because of the many cuts in public spending. They are 
always grateful for even small donations of money.   Vol-
unteers are really needed to help in the office, sort food, 
service and maintain the toys, and to assist with the Sum-
mer holiday Playscheme (over 300 children attended this 
year!) the Christmas parties, trips to the seaside and local 
events. 
 
The mother of one of the families said this:  “CARIS has 
really benefited my family and has helped me in so many ways 
beyond words.   Thank you very much for those days when I 
needed food, clothes and someone to talk to.   Thank you very 
much”  Famata 
 
Please contact Mary Holtby (020 8245 5490 or 
mary.holtby@blueyonder.co.uk) if you feel that you are 
able to help in any way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

O 
ur mission partner the Barnabas Fund seeks to help 
the persecuted church wherever it may be found. 
The posters on the mission notice-board have 

highlighted the role of the charity in providing aid for the 
church:   “Let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6v10).  
This help assists Christians in surviving in the face of perse-
cution and other adverse circumstances.  During 2011, the  
Fund extended help to projects in some 66 countries, from 
supporting church leaders to enabling children from poor 
families to gain an education.  
 
An example of this support, which is ongoing, is for victims 
of the flooding in Pakistan which took place in 2010. As 
well as provide immediate relief in the form of food aid, 
later donations of fertiliser and seed are now enabling fami-
lies to reap a wheat harvest and re-establish themselves. 
Other projects in the country include housing and literacy.  
 
Currently, Barnabas Fund are active in support for Chris-
tians displaced by violence in Syria. The scale of this issue is 
large, with reports of around 60,000 people being displaced 
in Homs alone. Aid efforts are risky and must be well-
planned and locally managed in order to be effective. In 
addition to the 10% of the population that are Christian, 
many more Christians have arrived in Syria over recent 
years fleeing the problems in Iraq, seeing Syria as a country 
tolerant of their plight. The Syrian church predates the 
modern state, dating from New Testament time – St Paul 
himself being converted on the road to Damascus.  
 
Other projects include an orphanage in Burma, leadership 
training in Tajikistan and re-housing victims of violence in 
India.  
 
Let us keep before us the plight of the many Christians suf-
fering as a consequence of their faith. As we pray for their 
needs, may we thank God for the freedoms we enjoy here 
in the UK, and that these will be preserved by wise leader-
ship in the nation and the church.   
 
If you would like to know more about the Barnabas Fund, 
then please see www.barnabas.org, or contact Peter Hill-
King (07977 535 936 or peter.hillking@btinternet.com). 

 

From our Mission Partners 
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Readers will recall from the magazine of September/October 
that by February 1986 the plan to create a parish centre in 
the undercroft had been abandoned.  The new idea, originat-
ing from discussions between Ruth Benton, churchwarden, and 
Melville Poole, architect and church member, was to build in 
the space to the north of the church.  A scheme was developed 
by Poole, who proposed a contemporary architectural style.  
There was a warmly contested debate as to whether this was 
the right way forward, or whether the church architect should 
provide a scheme in the gothic style.  As most readers will 
know, it was the Melville Poole scheme that was adopted.  The 
progress of the project was covered in the pages of the maga-
zine.  It was a development of huge importance to the church. 
  

S 
eptember 1986 
The Shape of Things to Come. 
With planning approval having been granted by 

Camden Council we are now in a position to launch 
our Development Programme.  During this month 
further information will be made available to the parish 
by way of a display.  This artist’s impression of the pro-
posed addition to the north side of the Church ought to 
engender excitement at the prospect ahead. 
An architectural sketch is shown.  The proposed building looks 
much as it does today. 
 
Annual Report 1986/87 
Dominating our life over the past year has been the 
preparatory work for developing the church site by 
building additional facilities on the north side of the 
Church; providing an enlarged sacristy within the 
Church and creating a Memorial Garden on the south 
side.  I want to pay tribute to the Chairman (Ian Oddy) 
and members of the Development Sub-Committee for 
the detailed and meticulous work undertaken by them.  
No-one other than the DSC members could possibly 
know the number of hours put in, nor the degree of 
commitment called for to achieve their goal. 
 
But building costs money!  Following an enormously 
successful Parish Dinner (organised by Trevor Beale) in 

the autumn of last year there came three months of 
intensive fund raising.  Here I must pay a warm tribute 
to the Chairman (Ivor Burt) and members of the Ap-
peal Committee, along with those parishioners called 
on to work with them on the Appeal, for the successful 
achievement of the target set (£100,000) which in ac-
tual fact was surpassed and now stands at about 
£106,000, I believe. 
Ian Oddy reports that it is hoped that by the end of April the 
Development Committee will be able to approve the final 
schedule of works and the building contract will be signed 
after consultation with the PCC.  The June Magazine tells us 
that construction will begin that month. 
 
August 1987 
An article by Melville Poole explains aspects of the phasing of 
the work now in hand.   
You may find it easier to accept the disruption if you 
know more about our plans and arrangements.  Until 
19 July the builder’s compound will remain as it is, the 
building work will be confined to the site of the Memo-
rial Garden on the south side of the Church, and the 
connection between Church and Vestries will continue 
to be by way of the existing staircase on the north side 
of the Church. 
 
On 20 July work will begin inside the Church itself.....  
From 3 August, behind a protective screen, the south 
wall will be breached, the new doorway formed and 
the new door inserted... 
 
It is hoped to complete all the work inside the Church 
for our patronal festival in September in sections which 
will enable the Church to continue in full use.  By next 
summer the remainder of the work beneath the north 
of the Church should be completed.   
 
October 1988 
It is inevitable that our thoughts should turn to what is 
happening in the parish at this time of the year when 
we are celebrating our Patronal Festival.  Excitement is 

We continue our series of extracts from past issues of St Michael’s parish magazine,  
brought to us by the author ‘Bygone.’    
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St Michael’s Fellowship 

Winter 2013 

 
 
 
 

“Faith and…” 
A study of faith in context 

 
Winter 2013 

1. Tuesday 15 January   “Faith and the Media” by 
Mark Wakefield 

 
2. Monday 21 January – “Faith and Science” by Dr 

Austen Worth 
 
3. Monday 28 January – “Faith and Business/the 

Corporate World” by John Ormerod 
 
4. Monday 4 February – “Faith and the University” 

by The Revd Christopher Stoltz 
 
5. Ash Wednesday 13 February: 11 am Holy Com-

munion with Imposition of Ashes in church; 12 noon, 
speaker:  John Arnold, Executive Director of the 
‘Ecumenical Council for Corporate Responsibil-
ity’ (ECCR) in the Church; 1pm Lunch and Charity 
Collection for the ECCR in the Upper Hall. 

  
Meetings will be held at 2.15 pm for 2.30pm in St Mi-
chael’s Church Hall, South Grove, N6 
 
Everyone is most welcome at any or all of these events. 
Please contact me if you need transport. Those needing to 
leave early are free to do so. 
 
Bryce Wandrey: 020 8351 6083                                                                      
St Michael’s Church Reg. Charity No 113091 

mounting at the sight of the building on the north side of 
the Church taking shape. When it is finished we shall 
possess facilities which, properly used, should enable the 
Church’s mission in Highgate to take on a new dimen-
sion. 
 
February 1989 
VISIT THE NEW PARISH ROOMS 
On Monday 6th February from 8.30 to 10 p. m. you are 
invited to see around the new parish rooms which are 
now completed.  We do hope that you will be able to 
come.  There will be a glass of wine and light refresh-
ments.  Our Area Bishop will join us for this informal 
occasion.   
Though complete enough for people to see what they were get-
ting, it seems that there were still some bits of work to be done, 
for the new development was not officially opened (by Brian 
Masters, Bishop of Edmonton) until a Festal Evensong on Satur-
day 24th June (Feast of St John the Baptist).   
 
September 1990 
KENNARD MELVILLE POOLE 
Tribute paid at a meeting of the Parochial Church Council on 5 
June 1990 
He was not only an architect but also a craftsman and an 
artist.  He died on 4th June 1990 and his ashes were in-
terred in the Memorial Garden here at St Michael’s on 
24th June 1990, exactly one year after the dedication of 
the Parish Centre which he designed.  …. 
It is a poignant fact that three of the people who had a major 
impact on our building (G E Street, Evie Hone, Melville Poole) 
died within a year of their work here having been completed. 
 
July – August 1995 
ABOUT THE EMBROIDERY WALL HANGING IN 
THE PARISH ROOMS 
The concept of a wall hanging in the entrance lobby of 
the recently built Parish Rooms flanking the Church on 
the north side had been in the plan of the architect, the 
late Melville Poole.  It is known that he knew what the 
subject was to be: the Church as a central point in the 
Village Community.  So the wall-hung embroidery has at 
a central and elevated position St Michael’s Church.  The 
surrounds, stretched on four panels, include other build-
ings and features of note from Highgate, and indeed re-
cord Highgate’s position in relation to St Paul’s Cathe-
dral....The fact that the Parish Rooms are in constant use 
by local people, affording a daily community/church 
link, makes the theme of the embroidery particularly 
harmonious, and particularly important to future genera-
tions in their heritage. 
 
Miss Sylvia Green has co-ordinated and directed mem-
bers of the embroidery group, which has been in exis-
tence for nearly thirty years, in the completion of the 
piece, which has taken over three and a half years of de-
votional workmanship. 

Bygone 
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THANK YOU 
 

A 
 big ‘thank you’ to the St. Michael’s con-
gregation from  our Mission partners. 
 

I am writing to thank you for your generous £5000 
donation in December—£1000 each to KIRIMA 
LTD, A ROCHA UK, BIBLE SOCIETY, 
BARNABAS FUND and AICMAR —the St 
Michaels Church funds.  (CARIS continues as the 
6th mission partner and is very grateful for the toys  
and food donated by the church and for your con-
tinued support.)  [Ed:  See article on page 9.]  The 
money is much needed by the children and adults 
helped by the charities and will be used very soon. 
 
The Bible Society sends thanks to the church: 
'Your faithful support, both financial and prayer-
ful, will carry the Bible to those living in poverty, 
to help the light of God's message shine into lives 
around the world.' 
 
The staff and pupils at KIRIMA have many needs 
and are very pleased to have the support from 
sponsors and churches for their school. The money 
will be used for food, salaries of teachers and 
books at the start of term in January. 
 
You can see updates re the charities on their web-
sites or do ask the mission partner leads at church. 
 

Karen Sennett 
on behalf of the mission partners 

 

TWO UPCOMING CONCERTS AT 

St Michael’s church 

From the Series 

‘SaturdayS at Six’ 

Organ Recital by  

Jaroslaw Tuma, from the Czech Republic 

 

Including works by 

Bach,  Kuchar, Wiedermann and Martinu,  

as well as improvisations on submitted themes 

Saturday 9th February 2013 

6pm 

Admission Free — Concert Lasts 1 Hour 

———————————————————- 

FUNDRAISER FOR CHILDREN’S  

HOSPICE AND HARINGTON SCHEME 
 
On 19 January 2013, the Haydn Chamber Orchestra 
will be performing  at  St. Michael’s Church, High-
gate, conducted by Nicholas Collon who conducted 
two concerts at this season’s BBC Proms.    The solo-
ist will be pianist Charles Owen, who has played with 
many  leading international orchestras.  So an excit-
ing line up. 
 
Parishioners will recall that the Haydn Chamber Or-
chestra, which gave a concert at St Michael’s in Sep-
tember, is a group of brilliant musicians. It has con-
sistently attracted top musicians to work with it 
without fees and to date it has raised in the region of 
£70,000 for various charities.   
 
The two charities benefitting from the January con-
cert are Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice and the Har-
ington Scheme.  Since 1999 the former has been sup-
porting life-limited and life-threatened children/
young people and their families living in Barnet, 
Camden, Enfield, Islington and Haringey.  Highgate’s 
own Harington Scheme is a training centre for young 
adults with learning disabilities and /or difficulties.   
It has been operating since 1979. 
 
Anyone wishing further information is welcome to 
contact  Pauline Treen:  020 8340 5643 or pauline-
treen@yahoo.co.uk. 

All retired members of our congregations 
are invited to  

a January Tea Party  
Tuesday 22nd January 2013 

from 
3 pm to 5 pm 

at 
The Upper Hall, St Michael’s Church 

South Grove, Highgate 
 
So we know numbers for catering, if you are able to 
come, please contact: 
 
Mrs Mary Embleton  (Tea Party co-ordinator) 
020 8340 5923        
Mary.Embleton@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
(N.B. transport can be arranged if required) 
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The First Annual All Saints Parish Roast 

Saturday 8 September  
 

R 
ev Bryce Wandrey had a vision. He wanted to invite the whole parish to a roast lunch in the church garden.   
He left nothing to chance, and with the help of the Fellowship and Outreach Committee the concept was 
developed into what turned out to be a flawless day of food, drink and entertainment.  

 
On Saturday, the day dawned with a cloudless blue sky and some of us attended to the last details of bunting and 
tables in the hall and outside in the garden.   When 12 o’clock arrived guests were greeted by Austen Worth’s bar, 
providing a variety of refreshments including Pimm’s and non-alcoholic punch, and by local pub The Bull selling 
their own special beers.  Sponsor Anscombe and Ringland provided a large banner 
and various sale boards with advertisements.  Shortly after noon The Red Lion and 
Sun hosted and served a stupendous hog and lamb roast with delicious salads.  
There was room for everyone to sit, at tables in or outside the church hall; all out-
side tables were in beautiful shady locations.  The children enjoyed their entertain-

ments in the vicarage garden 
while the adults took part in 
‘Soak the Vicar,’ to which 
Father Jonathan, Father 
Bryce and Father Howard 
gamely submitted. 
 
A host of volunteers was 
involved.  Bingo and St 
John’s Ambulance first aid 
was run by Marie Edwards (who also ran an ice cream stall!) 
and Jean Johnson organised the raffle. Bill Donaldson supplied 
a marvellous sound system for 
Father Bryce’s selection of hits 

from the 1950s, 60s and 70s.  Gerry French, the kind local landscape gardener who 
looks after the Church garden gratis, helped Father Bryce spruce it up to Health and 
Safety standards, with the assistance of Marie Edwards and of churchwardens Mi-
chael Hurst and John Havergal.  Mary Barker and Margaret Preddy took charge of 
the money in their usual efficient way.  Like all well planned missions the day went 
flawlessly, and 184 people (130 adults and 54 children) joined us and chillaxed - on 
one of the hottest days of an Indian summer. 
 
 It was a happy and successful day and introduced All Saints to many people in the 

parish who had not been before.   Many people 
came up to say they had met neighbours for the 
first time. God smiled on us:  ad majorem Dei gloriam. 

Jane Havergal 
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A 
s 2013 gets under way the news is dominated by 
the economy and the need to get back to ‘growth’ 
but perhaps we should be thinking about other 

challenges.  When are we all going to rise to the challenge 
of climate change? 
 
A recent article in the Guardian by Anne Karpf gave us 
some insight into how many feel and why so few are active 
and engaged.    
 

I’m not a climate-change denier. On the con-
trary…. I've understood that we're in the 
throes of something serious.  I now recycle 
everything possible, drive a hybrid car and 
turn down the heating. Yet somewhere in my 
marrow I know that this is just a vain attempt 
to exculpate myself – it wasn't me, guv.  In-
deed, when I hear apocalyptic warnings about 
global warming, after a few moments of fear 
I tune out. In fact I think I might be some-
thing worse than a climate-change sceptic – a 
climate-change ignorer. 
The fuse that trips the whole circuit is a sense 
of helplessness. Whatever steps I take to counter 
global warming, however well-intentioned my 
brief bursts of zeal, they invariably end up feeling 
like too little, too late. The mismatch between 
the extremely dangerous state of the earth and 
my own feeble endeavours seems mockingly 
large. 
 

We have been reading Al Gore’s recent book Our Choice 
which tackles climate change head on: ‘Why is it that hu-
manity is failing to confront this unprecedented mortal 
threat?’ he asks.  He adds: 
 

It is now abundantly clear that we have at our 
fingertips all of the tools that we need to solve 
three or four climate crises – and we only need to 
solve one.  The only missing ingredient is collec-
tive will. 

 
It is certainly missing in Highgate as in the rest of our UK 
society, in our parliament and in most of the rest of the 
world.  And is it missing in St Michael’s too?  We rather 
fear it might be. 
 
Al Gore suggests that not too many years from now, a new 
generation will look back at us and ask one of two ques-
tions.  Either they will ask, ‘What were you thinking? Did-
n’t you see the entire north polar ice cap melting before 

your eyes?  Didn’t you hear the warnings from the scien-
tists….did you not care?’  Or they will ask instead ‘How 
did you find the moral courage to rise up and solve a crisis 
so many said was impossible to solve?’ 
 
We must choose which of these questions we want to an-
swer and we must give our answer now – not in words but 
in actions.  The answer to the first question – what were 
you thinking? – is, as he says, almost too painful to write.  
The second question – how did you solve it? – is the ‘one 
we would much prefer to answer’.   

 
Al Gore concludes: ‘The choice (which of these 
questions shall we face) is awesome and poten-
tially eternal.  It is in the hands of the present 
generation’: which means us now in St Michaels, 
in Highgate and throughout our ‘minority 
world’ (ie the rich over-consuming world).   
Climate change is an international justice issue, 
one with which all churches need to engage, 
since it is the poorest and most vulnerable in our 
world who are already suffering from the effects 
of climate change. 
 

As John Vidal wrote in the Guardian on November 26th 
2012: 
 

Last month was the 333rd consecutive month that 
global temperatures were above the 20th Century 
average, and 2012 will almost certainly be the hot-
test ever recorded in the US.  Hurricane, heat-
waves, wild fires and droughts, ruined crops from 
Kansas to Assam, and Britain has had its wettest 
summer and driest spring to date…..in September 
the Arctic sea ice cover shrank 50% below the 1979
-2000 average…..the world is on course for a 4C 
temperature rise which will wreck economies and 
hopes of development. 

 
So what might this mean for St Michael’s?  It would be 
good to try and form a group in St Michael’s to examine 
what actions could be taken within the church itself and by 
parishioners, many of whom may feel at a loss as to what 
they can do.  It’s much easier to join with others to tackle 
such a challenge than to attempt it on one’s own.  Please 
do get in touch….. 
 

John Mead and Catherine Budgett-Meakin 
catherine@budgett-meakin.co.uk 

 
How is the ‘climate change ignoring’ going in St Michael’s? 
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Priest-in-charge Revd Preb Dr Jonathan Trigg jdtrigg@gmail.com 8347 5124 

Assistant Curate Revd Bryce P Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

Reader Pam Lighthill pam_lighthill@hotmail.co.uk 8444 0387 

Churchwardens John Havergal 
Michael Hurst 

agile@authors.co.uk 
vjanehurst@aol.com 

8341 0442 
 

7485 2591 

 
PCC Secretary 

 
Margaret Preddy 

 
m.preddy@live.co.uk 

8348 3263 

Treasurer David Bulgin david.bulgin@rssb.co.uk 8349 2397 

Electoral Roll Jane Havergal jhavergal@blueyonder.co.uk 8374 5543 

Church Hall Anne Sinstadt  8348 6011 

Choir Mistress Valerie McMillan  8346 0438 

Children’s Advocate Demi Adebanjo demiathome@yahoo.co.uk 8340 2128 

Brownies Marie Edwards mefaired@hotmail.co.uk 8340 5726 

Guides Elizabeth Bulgin  8349 2397 

Bible-study Pam Lighthill pam_lighthill@hotmail.co.uk 8444 0387 

Bible Reading Fellowship Marie Edwards mefaired@hotmail.co.uk 8340 5726 

Magazine (ASC) John Havergal agile@authors.co.uk 8341 0442 

PARISH DIRECTORY — ALL SAINTS 
 http://allsaintshighgate.wordpress.com  

 

PARISH REGISTER 
 

 

St Michael’s 
 

Holy Baptism:  
Iris Lily Cooper 

 
 

Wedding: 
Fleur Mary Brading and Hamed Izadpanah 

 
 

Funeral: 
Elsie Owen 

Oliver Robert Callaghan 
Richard Antony French 

 
 

Memorial Service: 
Hilda Jones 

http://allsaintshighgate.wordpress.com/
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PARISH DIRECTORY — ST MICHAEL’S 

http://stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com  

Vicar The Revd Preb Dr Jonathan Trigg jdtrigg@gmail.com 8347 5124 

Associate Vicar The Revd Bryce Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

Self-Supporting Minister The Revd Howard Rogers hrogers442@aol.com 7419 0951 

Pastoral Assistant James Yeates  8144 3056 

Youth Worker Andy Spanring spanringandreas@gmail.com  

Church Wardens Mark Dailey dailey.maplelaff@virgin.net 7561 0750 

 Gill Taylor  8340 8419 

Readers Robert Pfeiffer rpfeiffer@bryangarnier.com 8348 9140 

 Nicholas Sanderson nick.sanderson@sghmartineau.com 

nsanderson@blueyonder.co.uk 

7264 4373 

8883 6031 

 Gill Taylor  8340 8419 

 John Taylor johntaylorok@aol.com 8340 9019 

 Patrice Ware-White  8348 3257 

Director of Music Paul Dean deanorganist@yahoo.com 07740 282 744 

Assistant Organist Willem Steyn whsteyn@gmail.com  

Musician Michael Haslam  07730 556 595 

Parish Office Kay Langley-May office@stmichaelshighgate.org 8340 7279 

PCC Secretary Mary Embleton mary.embleton@blueyonder.co.uk 8340 5923 

PCC Treasurer Jo Iwasaki  07941 990 969 

Bible Reading  Fellowship Elaine Wright  7485 7903 

Christian Aid Judith Matheson judematheson@hotmail.com 7263 1090 

Fairtrade Gilly Wesley gilly.wesley@blueyonder.co.uk 8341 3927 

Acting Head Teacher— 
St Michael’s School 

Lorna Ross  8340 7441 

Kneelers Projects Charlotte Elworthy  8340 4656 

Magazine Susan McFadden n6parishmagazine@hotmail.com 8348 9691 

St Michael’s Fellowship The Revd Bryce Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

St Michael’s Guild Elaine Wright  7485 7903 

Stewardship Recorder Roger Sainsbury r.sainsbury555@btinternet.com 8883 4927 

Volunteer Guide Co-ordinator 
(Church Visits) 

Julia Rigby stmichaelsn6guide@btinternet.com 8340 8300 

MISSION PARTNER REPRESENTATIVES 

Representatives Chair Karen Sennett karen@metafour.com 8340 3739 

A Rocha Judith Roberts  07914 799 750 

AICMAR Gilly Wesley gilly.wesley@blueyonder.co.uk 8341 3927 

Barnabas Fund Peter Hill-King peter.hillking@btinternet.com 07977 535936  

Bible Society Sarah Wrightson  8348 3654 

CARIS (Haringey) Mary Holtby  8245 5490 

Kirima Karen Sennett karen@metafour.com 8340 3739 

    


