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 What are we going to do now? A simple enough question. 

But, one that can really be difficult to answer at times. My 

days off typically start with either me asking Niki or Niki 

asking me a form of this question, “What are we going today?” It 

seems easy enough. I mean, we live in London. And it was Samuel 

Johnson, the English poet, who said, “When a man is tired of 

London, he is tired of life; for there is in London all that 

life can afford.” But maybe this is the problem with London when 

contemplating “What are we going to do now?” The possibilities 

are almost endless, unless sunbathing is your favourite past 

time (sorry, this wouldn’t be a suitable sermon for England if 

it didn’t mention the weather in a disparaging way). 

 Well, knowing what to do next…knowing what to do now…it 

be difficult to decide. But there are those times when it is 

extremely important to know exactly what to do next, now. It can 

be what you do on your day off and your decision may determine 

if you enjoy your downtime or actually end up working harder on 

your day off than on your work days. The same could be said 

about your retirement years. I know retired people who work 

harder in retirement than they ever did when fully employed. 

That just seems wrong to me. And so the decisions we have to 

make about what to do can be big ones or small ones but they are 

rarely inconsequential; especially when it comes to deciding 

those key transitions and moves of life. What am I going to do 

now? 

 There is little doubt that the apostles asked themselves 

the same question at the end of Jesus’ life. What are we going 

to do now? They probably asked themselves that just after Jesus’ 

death. His resurrection proved to be a 40 day hiatus from having 

to give any real, definitive answer to the question. His 

ascension simply reawakened the question for them. What are we 

going to do now? 

 One of the best answers to this question comes at the 

beginning of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles—a reading we 

would have heard when we celebrated Jesus’ ascension. Two men in 

white robes confront the apostles as they stare in awe up at the 

heavens, maybe seeing Jesus disappear amongst the clouds. These 

two men say to the apostles, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up towards heaven?” They say more but the point is made: 

why are you standing staring up into the heavens? Yes, Jesus is 

gone, and that is the way he went, but does this mean all you 
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are going to do is stand around waiting, staring, do nothing? Is 

this the culmination of God’s work amongst us in the person of 

Jesus: a band of confused followers staring into the clouds 

wondering, what next? Often enough it seems that is exactly what 

we are. But is that what we are supposed to be? 

 At the heart Jesus’ going away and at the heart of 

Church’s work since that event is the big question for all of 

us, like the apostles: what are we going to do now? What do we 

do when our leader is gone? States and armies and companies have 

been thrown into mass confusion and disintegration over just 

such a situation. What do we say, what do we teach, when our 

leader has gone but hasn’t given us all the answers? Where are 

going to look now for guidance, wisdom and leadership? 

 Let’s stay there just for a moment: what about all of our 

unanswered questions? Every age has their own. Are the questions 

of our age about faith in relation to gender and sexuality? 

Maybe, maybe not. If you could ask Jesus one question, a 

question you need the answer to, what would it be? I think it is 

fair enough to have that desire. But it also strikes me that, 

given what we know about Jesus’ way of answering questions, we 

probably wouldn’t get a straight answer. Jesus wasn’t a 

completely straightforward, yes or no, kind of man. But even if 

we did get a straight answer, what we also know about Jesus 

means that his answer would probably be quite different from our 

guesses and proposals. He had that contradictory, paradoxical 

nature about him. 

 So…what do we do now? It seems to me that it is very 

important to recognize, on a certain level, that getting all the 

right answers, something like a systematic book of Jesus’ 

teaching, isn’t what having faith in Jesus is all about. We can 

imagine that if it was, he would have already given it to us. 

This isn’t to say that following Jesus, on one level, isn’t like 

following a great teacher: Soaking up his wisdom. Knowing all we 

can about his teachings. That is inevitably part of following 

Jesus. 

 But, on another and significant level, it isn’t. 

Following Jesus isn’t all about what he said, his teaching, his 

doctrine, his philosophy. At a deeper level, and more to the 

heart of the gospel, following Jesus is about what God has done 

in and through a human being in Palestine almost 2000 years ago. 
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It is, most centrally, about what Jesus reveals to us about God 

through his resurrection, his death and his incarnation. To put 

it another way, as the author of one of the best books I have 

read recently says, “The Bible is the account of events in which 

we can invest faith; it is not itself the object of this faith.” 

Indeed, we don’t invest our faith in books but in the event 

which those book deliver to us. The event of Jesus Christ; the 

event of God with us. And so, what we do now has everything to 

do with… 

 God with us… 

 God on a cross… 

 God in a tomb… 

 God resurrected… 

 It is about God ascended, drawing our vision elsewhere, 

but just for a moment in order to refocus our vision here and 

now. 

 This is centrally what Paul is doing in his letters. 

Rarely does he ever quote from Jesus’ teaching. Instead, he 

wrestles, over and over and over, with what it means that God 

was in and with us through Jesus Christ: through a remarkably 

normal human being, who was tried and condemned and put to 

death, who rose from the dead, and who ascended into the 

heavens. Paul’s theology is all about wrestling with the person 

of Jesus Christ; in a thoroughly Jewish context but still, 

trying his hardest to apply the life of the person of Jesus to 

his reader’s lives. 

 And I am still rather convinced that this is one of the 

unique things about Christianity. An author who I have received 

much inspiration from puts it like this: “The other founders of 

religions are wise men who point [other] men to a ‘way’…which 

they have found or which has been revealed to them. Jesus, on 

the other hand, from the outset presents himself as the way. “i 

Along these same lines, another great thinker would say, “Even 

if the contemporary generation had not left anything behind 

except these words, ‘We have believed that in such and such a 

year the god appeared in the humble form of a servant, lived and 

taught among us, and then died’—this is more than enough.”ii 
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 Both thoughts repeat and bring into stark contrast this 

point: in Jesus we do not simply have a great teacher. Instead, 

along with being a teacher, in Jesus we have the God in person, 

the God in a human life. This should help us answer, What are we 

going to do now?  

 What we are going to do is more than obtaining an 

absolute, inerrant record of Jesus’ teaching. We could actually 

argue that such a record isn’t even necessary if not impossible 

to obtain. Instead, what we are going to do now is all about 

living with the knowledge that in Jesus of Nazareth human life, 

and all of creation, has been taken up by God, crucified and 

given new life. We live from that. We live from that recreative 

act of God in our history, as one of us, in the humble form of a 

servant. That is what we are going to do now: live out in our 

own lives, in our own places, in our time all that it means to 

have a God who loved us so much that he became one of us and 

died for us. Hopefully that pulls our heads out of the clouds 

and helps us know what we are going to do now. Hopefully, that 

helps us follow the master and be pilgrims. Amen. 

                                                           
i Von Balthasar, GL I, 502 
ii Kierkegaard, PF, 104 


