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 Today we begin what seems to me a very exciting series 
of sermons. For the next month and a half we will be looking at 
things we confess as part of the Christian faith as they are stated 
in the Apostle’s Creed. We begin today with the hearty and weighty 
1st article of the creed, “I believe in God the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.” 

 I want to state from the start that I have very modest aims 
today…at least they seem modest enough to me. Considering the 
many avenues that one could explore given this affirmation of 
faith, I hope to answer the following questions. First: can we really 
affirm God as creator given all that we know from science and 
everyday life? Can we honestly, in good faith, even affirm such a 
belief anymore? And, secondly, if we can, if we can affirm “I 
believe in a creator God”, what does that mean for our faith and 
our life? 

 First things first. I think it well worth stating the following, 
right up front: Genesis 1-3 is not a scientific explanation of how 
God created the earth and its creatures. That may seem obvious 
to some of us but maybe not all of us. Genesis 1-3—the story of 
the six day creation and the historical figures of Adam and Eve 
with their fall from grace—isn’t scientific and we need not believe 
it to be so for, what seems to me, a good reason. 

 And that good reason is this: we need not be afraid of the 
scientific theories put forth today about creation or evolution. 
They do not and should not cause us to question our faith. They 
do not and should not undermine our faith. It is quite right to say, 
as many have, that science and theology are asking the same 
questions—the big questions of life—but they are going about 



2 
 

answering them in very different ways. And ironically enough, 
given the different methodologies, they sometimes come up with 
very similar answers; not always, but sometimes.  

 And so, when we say, I believe in God…the creator…we 
aren’t making claims to a scientific theory about how God created. 
The big bang shouldn’t blow up our faith. Instead, when we say, I 
believe in God…the creator…we are simply making a statement 
which can be rephrased like the following: No matter the 
explanation of the how, I believe the author of the how—how the 
earth was created and how life has come to be—the author of that 
how is God. Explainable or unexplainable, we affirm that God is 
the creator; God is the author of all that I have and see; all that 
was and is and is to come. 

 A couple of years ago I read the following and found it 
very profound: “Whatever prompted life to begin, it happened just 
once. That is the most extraordinary fact in biology, perhaps the 
most extraordinary fact we know. Everything that has ever lived, 
plant or animal, dates its beginnings from the same primordial 
twitch. At some point in an unimaginably distant past some little 
bag of chemicals fidgeted to life. It absorbed some nutrients, 
gently pulsed, had a brief existence. But this ancestral packet did 
something additional and extraordinary: it cleaved itself and 
produced an heir. A tiny bundle of genetic material passed from 
one living entity to another, and has never stopped moving since. 
It was the moment of creation for us all. Biologists sometime call 
it the Big Birth.” 

 That is from Bill Bryson’s book A Short History of Nearly 
Everything and that is my kind of science: not overly technical but 
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it still gets the message across. Now, I do not propose that Bryson 
wrote, in that paragraph or that book, a proof for God as creator. 
I quite firmly believe that science can never prove that God 
doesn’t exist just as I believe that people of faith cannot prove 
that God does exist. But, that one off, that extraordinary primordial 
twitch, with its extraordinary cleaving and reproducing that Bryson 
writes about—well I am happy to say that God, in all of His 
goodness, was somehow at the heart of that; that He was the 
author of that, that He was the mover of the how of creation. And, 
it seems to me, that it all is quite extraordinary. 

 But why? Why would we need or even want to say that 
God is the creator? Well it is all a bit of reasoning backwards—
reasoning backwards to say that the beauty of creation posits a 
grand creator; that the complexity of this creation posits a 
creator; that we can see the divine by reading the wonderful 
tapestry of creation. But, since none of us, no human, was at the 
“beginning,” was alive for the first primordial twitch in order to 
record like a journalist may, then we inevitably have to reason 
backwards. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in his book Creation and 
Fall, “Where the beginning begins, there our thinking stops: there 
it comes to an end. …Thinking pounds itself to pieces on the 
beginning. …Our thinking lacks a beginning because it is a circle. 
We think in a circle.” 

 And so we think about God as creator not from the 
beginning but, from the middle, or near the end. No matter what 
point we are at in this thinking circle, we think about God as 
creator from where we are, right here, right now. And we think 
about God as creator in the tradition of those who have done the 
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same. We think about it like the writer of Genesis, even if that 
means we employ different stories. We think about creation with 
God as its mover and shaker. And in saying that, with the Genesis 
account we come to two affirmations that I think we can and 
must still make today—ones that should make a difference to our 
faith and life. 

 And those two affirmations are: God as creator means that 
the created is good and the created must be valued. We must 
ultimately break free from the dualism that says that the spiritual 
is good and the physical is bad. We must break free from the 
dualism that says the creator is good and the creature is evil. 
There is no doubt that there is badness and evil in this world, in 
this creation. But that badness and evil cannot be our beginning 
affirmation about what the created was, and is, and is to be. For 
if we posit a bad creation we must, almost, necessarily posit a 
bad creator. And so here, with the writer of Genesis, we can say, 
“God created it…and it was good…and it is good.” 

 It, the created, the world, the plant, the animal, the human, 
all of it is inherently good, not evil. I don’t, and within my time 
limits today, cannot delve into a defence of the goodness of God 
in the face of evil. I simply have to make the statement that God 
is good and His creation is good and leave it at that. Tom Wright 
shed some light on this affirmation for me in one of his sermons 
when he hit upon the idea that all things are good, we simply 
sometimes, too often, use good things for evil and harmful 
purposes. That doesn’t make the good thing evil; but our use of it 
can be evil. But this kind of theodicy is something we can explore 
further in our Tuesday evening group at Jonathan’s. 
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 Back to our purpose this morning: and that is to state that 
one of the fundamental positives of confessing God as creator is 
to affirm His good creation. And in so doing we must value this 
creation. If it is God’s, and if we love God, and if we love each 
other—for that is what Christian faith is all about—we must stop 
abusing, destroying and extinguishing God’s good creation. If God 
is the author of life we must value life, of every kind. If God 
created all of this and it was good then we must endeavour to 
use it, to enjoy it, and do so to its good purpose. It was good, it is 
good and it can still be good. 

 I think I want to conclude by saying this: since we think 
about creation, not from the beginning, but from within the course 
of a circle, then we as Christians must say this: the revelation of 
Jesus Christ must also cause us to affirm that God is creator and 
His creation is good. If Jesus of Nazareth, in his resurrection, has 
taken the ultimate step to recreate the world then, with Paul, we 
must, without rejecting science, reason and common sense, we 
must also say, “[Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on 
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him.”  

We must say that in the resurrection of Jesus, God has re-
stated that he is the creator and that his creation is good. At least 
one of the messages that comes bursting forth from that empty 
tomb on Easter morning is the same message that I have been 
trying to state today: “And God saw his creation…and it was 
good.” Amen. 


