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“I believe in Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, our Lord” 

 

Philippians 2:1-11; John 14:1-10 

This morning we are looking at the second part in a series titled I believe" in which we are examining 

statements that we find in the Christian creeds. Something we say together every week in one form 

or another to declare as Christian's the basics of what we believe. However we perhaps don't stop 

for long to really take in the full depth of what we are declaring to one another. 

Jonathan kicked us off last week with the starting block of God the Father, creator of heaven and 

earth and gave us a helpful and practical way of viewing science and evolution alongside a biblical 

and spiritual revelation. Today however we come to the person of Jesus Christ.  

What does it mean to say “I believe in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord?” 

Well logically I suppose we have to divide this into three parts. There is the notion of the Lordship of 

Christ, there is the concept of Christ as God’s Son but most importantly, the person of Christ, what 

do we need as human beings to believe in someone.  

My family and I love to pretend. We love to use our imagination in play and the kids have boxes and 

boxes of dressing up clothes and pretend play props. As we begin to use our imaginations, especially 

as children, it quickly becomes necessary to establish boundaries around what is make-believe and 

what is real. We often carefully define this around a sense of what is tangible or visible in order to 

prevent imaginary play leading to damage or real-world injury. One of the net results of this 

however can be that from quite an early age we are desensitised to spirituality as it often falls under 

the intangible or invisible categories.  

One such example is the way we as a family have approached the subject of Father Christmas. Now 

at this stage in the service I need to take a quick visual poll of any parents in the room, or anyone for 

that matter who need me to proceed with caution in my next example. …if not you can read it 

online. Essentially, for us, it works like this. We love Father Christmas and we think it is a great story 

and as such we love to celebrate it my using our imaginations. We love to hang out stockings at 

Christmas and “The Elves” love to fill them but we are keen to emphasis what a great story it is and 

how much we enjoy pretending together. We use the same tactic over subjects such as the tooth 

fairy. 

One of the reasons we do this is because we always want the definition to be clear between 

something we have fun together pretending and something we believe to be genuine, fruitful and 

two-way. A relationship with Santa is pretty one way, even if he’s being mascaraed from behind a 

veil. You write him a letter asking what you want, if that letter is read, it’s not read by the magical 

persona to whom it is addressed, it’s one of his “elves” and said elf or elves never have the same 

miraculous ability to fulfil said expectations without making mum and dad look pretty bad. Either 

way if you wait for an actually genuine hand written reply, you could be waiting for quite some time.  

I believe a relationship with Jesus is and should be quite different. It should be one that begins with 

a spark of faith, perhaps marked with Baptism as we shall today, and is duly cultivated, growing in 

curiosity and wonder and developing into maturity of faith, to dialogue through prayer and to the 

giving and receiving of God’s love by the work of His Holy Spirit. There is a temptation however, 

particularly if you consider the Christmas story, to treat Jesus in the same way. The miracle child 

born in humble setting with a host of visitors, the joy we get from singing songs about it, dressing up 
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as characters and using our imaginations to celebrate the great story. However the bible tells us this 

is more than just a story, this sermon I’m afraid will assume that the bible is a credible account and 

trustworthy for such information and if you believe that to be a cop out, you’ll just have to come on 

the alpha course on Wednesday when we cover the authenticity of the bible in greater detail.  

Nevertheless, if the only Jesus you really get to know is the one wrapped in swaddling clothes in the 

manger, you will miss out on the bigger picture, you might wrongly perceive that it is a one way 

relationship. That how can a seemingly powerless baby from a 2000 year old episode of one born 

every minute, respond to my real-world needs for relationship particularly when life throws us a 

curve ball. Like the tragic loss of a loved one, an unexpected dilapidating illness or the breakdown of 

a significant human relationship.  

But this is the good news of the Christian hope, Jesus himself says;  

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 

He is the way to a relationship with God, in fact, a relationship with him is a relationship with God, 

“If you know me, you will know my Father also”.  

He is the truth. He is not a fictitious character with which we can only experience a one way 

relationship he is directly the loving God that not only created us and placed us upon the earth but 

walked and lived and died here on a cross for all the sin and all the pain and all the suffering we 

experience. A once and for all lavish sacrifice of love. He is God’s only begotten Son. We understand 

this to mean that Jesus is the only means by which we can truly know God. It was the only way he 

could fully engage with us as a people and redeem us from the mess we had made. We believe that 

there is no place in Jesus where his divinity stops and humanity starts or where humanity stops and 

divinity starts. The Divine mystery of Christ is that he was complete in his humanity such that he was 

a worthy sacrifice for our sins but yet complete in his divinity so that death could not hold him and 

the way for us to eternity could be opened because he is also the life!  

It is this reason that we attribute to him the title of Lord, he has been lifted up, no one is more 

worthy of honour and praise and we gain that understanding through the two way relationship that 

he offers but the mystery of how he made this possible is really a matter for next week’s sermon to 

explore.  

All that it remains for me to say is that if Jesus Christ truly is real and true and alive, then if you take 

a step of faith and ask him to reveal himself to you, I believe he will, if you reach out to him in 

prayer, I believe he will answer you and if ask him to be Lord of your life, it will never be the same 

again, but you will know a love like no other and not only receive life to the full now but the 

assurance of eternity with him.  

Let us pray;  

Heavenly Father we thank you for the gift of your son Jesus Christ, your one time most incredible 

revelation of yourself to us, a demonstration of humility and sacrifice beyond compare, help us all to 

deepen our convictions of faith towards you and grow in relationship with you by the power of your 

Spirit within us, Amen 


