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I believe..in the Holy Spirit St.Michaels ChurchN6  MP 9.45/HC 11.15  

Romans 8 – verses 12-17   and  John 14 [15-20]   

Spirit of God, unseen as the wind 

Gentle as is the dove 

Teach us the truth, and help us believe, 

Show us the Saviour’s love. 

I felt this to be the place to start for us together today  - saying these 

words first as a prayer.    It’s a refrain verse of a popular hymn by 

Margaret Old – which I keep near my PC at home – as I love the way 

the Holy Spirit in action is described in it.  

I believe…..in the Holy Spirit 

Why?  – Because I know that I wouldn’t  be here at this time, in this 

place, but for the Holy Spirit, and I think - neither would you!   If we 

have been enabled to seek out, recognise and acknowledge our first 

and prior identity -  that is -  as children of God – and, if that is who we 

are,  and if we also recognise and honour that in others,  then  

everything else follows:  and it is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Let us 

take joy from the way God in the blessed Trinity works – now that we 

live in the age of the Holy Spirit.   

** This morning sees the fourth in our series of sermons in which we, 

as the Parish Magazine puts it,  as a community of faith,   are re-

examining together how it is that our understanding and experience of 

God and his loving purposes revealed in Jesus Christ have shaped, and 

been shaped by, these statements of trust and belief that we say aloud 



together in the Creeds – both the Nicene Creed and the shorter 

Apostles Creed within our Services of Worship. 

 ** I  feel fortunate that it has fallen to me to speak about the work of 

the Holy Spirit, difficult as it is to explain,  because I feel so thankful 

that I have been accompanied in my need, returning and being 

restored continually after a long and circular faith journey back to 

familiar and similar places.  The scenery has certainly changed and so 

have I !   I am sure this will resonate with others here who will have 

had this kind of experience – and speaking personally,  especially in 

relation to all that goes with end of life care of loved ones and 

bereavement. This is a time when affectation flees, and pretence is set 

aside, profound mindfulness and awareness attends every moment. 

The presence of  friends offering up their presence and sacrificing their 

time. The baked casserole.  A bouquet of flowers.  All this can speak 

and support more fully than any of our language allows. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit….  I surely do, and I would like us to think 

about this together, first in relation to our Readings from Paul’s letter 

to the Romans [8 12-17] – [ the product of twenty years of reflection 

on the nature and meaning of the Christian faith ] ,  and especially 

from the Gospel of John [John 14 15-20] today which encapsulates the 

most creative contribution of this gospel to Christian thought about 

the Spirit.   

**   The Apostle Paul focuses on the idea that God himself helps us to 

grow and mature into the right relationship to himself, through his 

own Spirit within us which responds to him.     In our passage he links 

that to  our inheritance, which is access to a love like no other, which 

comes from our Father in Christ,  as children of the same promise 

given first to Abraham and then radically renewed and fulfilled through 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   This  inheritance  



includes and embraces all who choose to turn in loving obedience to 

him and to make room for him in their hearts.  He proclaims that this 

amazing inheritance is not to be exclusive, but inclusive – to be shared 

by all the children of God.   

St Paul, as we heard, puts it like this:  For all who are led by the Spirit 

of God are children of God.  For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 

to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption    

When we cry ‘ Abba! Father!’  it is that very Spirit bearing witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God,  and if children, then heirs, 

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ – if in fact we suffer with him 

so that we may also be glorified with him.    

No-one before Jesus had called God Abba! Father!  Paul tells us that 

for the committed Christian, death is past when life in the Spirit begins 

– and that is what matters.  When we put our lives in God’s keeping, 

we become his children - and where there is this kind of love there is 

no place for fears, and as we are moved to call him dear Father this 

should prove to us that it is the work of God’s own Spirit teaching us 

that this close relationship is our true inheritance, which we share with 

Christ, because of him.  It is important to add the historical context to 

this that Paul saw the Church as the new Israel, inheriting both the 

promises and the calling of the old Israel – in this way doing justice to 

the witness of the Old Testament and reconciling the historical role of 

Israel with his proclamation of Jesus the Christ as the unique Son of 

God who makes it possible for all who are united to him by faith, to 

share his sonship and call God father. 

 

[ Moving to Gospel from John   Make….link  - and with opening prayer 

hymn….]  



**       Without the help of the power of his Spirit which God sends, we 

fail the Lord because we cannot follow in his way on our own.  We 

need His enabling presence with us.  The same applied historically to 

the grieving disciples as our Gospel passage taken from Jesus farewell 

discourses,  according to John tells us.   

If you love me you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate [Helper], to be with 

you for ever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, 

because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

As we have already understood,  the use of the word ‘Spirit’ to 

describe God’s presence is varied: sometimes the  ‘Spirit’ describes the 

power and character of God in Jesus the man,  as when witnessed by 

John the Baptist as the ‘Spirit’ descended on Jesus.  The word ‘Spirit’ is 

also used to describe a Divine presence that alters believers’ lives.   It is 

used in relation to describe a life ‘spirit’ that is surrendered to God in 

dying.   There is also the transition to new life through the ‘Spirit’ is 

represented as a birth.  The believer is born out of Water and the 

Spirit.    

But none of these fully help us in the context of our passage today.  

John’s gospel is the only place in the New Testament  that uses the 

word ‘Paraclete’ for the ‘Spirit’  - parakletos  Greek wd  for which there 

are different shades of meaning.  This word was very rich indeed in 

John the Evangelists day – with meanings from the language of the 

court-room, and from outside that context – so, we have:  Counselor, 

Advocate, Intercessor, Comforter, Proclaimer – these have all been 

used.  



The gospel today proclaims that the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the 

Advocate – is to take God’s revelation of himself in the person of Jesus 

and mediate to those left,  and all those followers there would be to 

come in later times.  By virtue of Gods  gift of the Holy Spirit,  they 

have as direct access to that revalation as did the original disciples.   

** So  here we are, with that marvellous Promise….. 

18 I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while 

the world will no longer see me, but you will see me;  because I live, 

you also will live. 

20  On that day,  you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. 

Lord Jesus send us your Holy Spirit to comfort and enlighten us – and 

to be your presence with us as you lead us into all truth. Watch over us 

all as we move forward into the coming week.   AMEN 

13th October 2013   PWW   

 


