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Sermon for 29th September 2013 Michael and All Angels 
 
Revelation 12:7-12; Hebrews 1:5-14; John 1:47-51 
 
We probably don’t think a lot about angels, let alone 
archangels, in connection with our Christian faith.  Angels 
don’t get a mention in the Creeds, the focus of our 
present sermon series.  Today however we’re taking a 
break from the sermon series, to celebrate the Festival of 
Michael and All Angels. 
 
‘I believe in angels’ is a line in one of the Abba songs.  I 
work in a charity bookshop and books about angels 
regularly turn up in the ‘Religion and Beliefs’ section.  I 
tend to view these somewhat sceptically, knowing they’ll 
be written by someone with psychic gifts, who claims to 
see angels on a regular basis. 
 
Yet if you asked me, ‘Do you believe in angels?’ I would 
reply, ‘Yes.  I do.’  Not only are there innumerable 
mentions of angels in the bible, both Old and New 
Testaments, but it seems logical that there should be 
angels, that is if you believe in a supernatural world 
existing outside of this one.  Unfortunately the Bible 
indicates that there are also fallen angels, headed by the 
devil.  We heard a passage from the last book of the New 
Testament today, that visionary book called 
‘Revelation’.  We heard about a war in heaven between 
the archangel Michael and his angels against the dragon, 
that is the Devil, and his angels.  However strange the 
passage may seem, perhaps the most important lesson 
we can take from it is that the spiritual war between 
good and evil is not confined to the lives of human 
beings.  As Christians we believe that Christ has won the 
battle for our salvation.  However, the evil powers have 
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not yet been finally defeated.  St Paul wrote to the 
Ephesians; 
 
‘ … we are not contending against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, against the 
world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places’.   
 
Today Christians still suffer and sometimes even die for 
their faith.  Not in Highgate perhaps.  But church 
communities in Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Nigeria often live in 
fear.  Last Sunday, two suicide bombings outside All 
Saints Church in Peshawar, Pakistan, killed over 80 
Christian worshipers, men, women and children.  The 
Archbishop of Canterbury has called them martyrs. 
 
Many Christians have been martyred for their faith in the 
last 2000 years.  
According to the Book of Daniel, Michael, the great 
prince in charge of Daniel’s people, will rise up in the last 
days to deliver the righteous.   As I said before, in our 
reading from Revelation we find Michael leading the 
heavenly angels in the fight against the Devil and his 
angels.  So the Devil has his angels too, his messengers 
of evil, his demons.  The existence of demons as well as 
of angels is very much part of the background to the 
world of the gospels.  Today, in the materialistic western 
world, there is a tendency to disregard all that cannot be 
perceived by our senses or explained by reason.   
 
At Michaelmas, the patronal festival of our sister church 
up the road, we celebrate Michael and all of God’s 
angels.   
 
Michael is called an archangel in Jude, the short New 
Testament book that precedes Revelation.  In the visions 
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of the prophets, we also hear about seraphim and 
cherubim.  I’m not intending to say a lot about the 
appearance of the various angelic beings described in the 
Bible, not all of which sound much like the angels on our 
Christmas cards.  And rather than trying to differentiate 
between different orders of the celestial hierarchy, let’s 
consider the root meaning of the word ‘angel’.  The 
Greek word means ‘messenger’.  In the Hebrews passage 
we heard today, we are told, ‘He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire.’  Whatever the 
appearance of angels, they often come with a message 
from God.   
 
Angels are important in the Old Testament stories.  Jacob 
dreamed of a ladder reaching from earth to heaven with 
angels ascending and descending.  They play just as 
important a role in the New Testament.  They have for 
instance a significant role in both the nativity stories and 
the resurrection stories.  Very often they come with the 
message, ‘Do not be afraid’.  In the Book of Acts, written 
by Luke, angels are frequently mentioned.  An angel of 
the Lord tells Philip to take the desert road from 
Jerusalem down to Gaza.  He does so and meets an 
Ethiopian eunuch, to whom he tells the good news about 
Jesus.  Angels free the apostles from prison, and towards 
the end of Acts, an angel tells Paul that he and those 
with him will be saved from shipwreck and that he, Paul, 
will stand before Caesar.  
 
The strange and prophetic Book of Revelation includes a 
vision of heaven, of a throne with four living creatures 
around it, each full of eyes and each with six wings.  One 
is like a lion, one is like an ox, one has the face of a man 
and one is like an eagle.  Such creatures are similar to 
those described in the book of Ezekiel, where they are 
called cherubim.  We can’t discuss the vision in any detail 
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today, but it also includes mention of many angels, 
myriads and myriads of angels, thousands of thousands 
of them.  
 
I for one find it totally unsurprising that God should be 
surrounded by angelic beings - seraphim, cherubim, 
archangels and angels.  I don’t find it surprising either 
that God delegates a great deal of work to these 
heavenly messengers.   
 
Heaven is in part at least about community, as is the 
Church ………..   
 
Why, even in a small church like this one, the Priest-in-
Charge or the Assistant Curate doesn’t do all the 
work.  All sorts of people have different tasks, whether 
it’s handing out books, teaching in the Sunday School, 
singing in the choir or serving as Churchwarden or 
Sacristan.  I could name a lot of other tasks as 
well.  Visiting the sick or the elderly, cleaning the church, 
creating dishes and desserts for celebrations.  We 
wouldn’t have much of a community if all the work was 
left to the clergy.   
 
Well I reckon the angels are kept fairly busy being The 
Lord’s servants and messengers. 
 
So, you might say, that’s the job of an angel then.  To be 
a messenger or a servant.  Well, yes, but taking messages 
is probably not the raison d’etre of angels, nor their 
prime purpose. 
 
The primary purpose of angels is surely to glorify the Son. 
 
Our Hebrews passage is very clear on this. 
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‘To which of the angels did God ever say, 
‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’? 
… 
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he 
says, 
‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’  
 
To quote one commentator on Hebrews, ‘Angels can 
serve us, but they cannot save us.’ 
 
Perhaps I am right to be slightly suspicious of the books 
about angels donated to the charity shop.  You see our 
focus, our concern, is not with angelic messengers, but 
with Jesus, with God.  The mission of the angels is to 
point us in the right direction, to point us to Jesus. 
 
Our primary purpose here is to know God better through 
Jesus.  That is what we should be trying to do as a 
Christian community.  Joining together week by week to 
worship God, to draw closer to him.  Your primary 
contribution here should never be the task you do as a 
lesson reader, as a member of the choir, a member of 
the cleaning guild, a provider of tea or coffee after the 
service.  No.  Those tasks are important, but they are not 
the main point of being here.  We are here primarily to 
worship God, to acknowledge Jesus as His Son, to listen 
for his voice and to gather around his table in Holy 
Communion. When we leave the church service, we do so 
in order to follow Jesus.   
 
Today we celebrate the festival of Michael and All 
Angels.   
 
With the angels we are witnesses to the love of Jesus. 
 
Thanks be to God. 
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Amen.  

 


