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Christmas season is upon us and whilst it's not quite time to pack up the tree 

and decorations, Santa has visited, the turkey is cooked, the presents are 

unwrapped and the belt needs to be notched back a little to accommodate all 

the festive indulgences. We will of course I'm sure have been reminded of the 

Christmas story amongst it all, be that by nativity retelling or scripture readings 

throughout the season and this morning is no exception. 

Whilst our New Testament reading reminds is of 

the importance of Christ's incarnation as man and it's significance for 

humanity, it also draws attention to the fragility of God's plan, 

the vulnerability of the Christ child in solidarity with humanity as flesh and 

blood.   

Our Gospel reading then picks up the narrative outlining the flight to Egypt of 

the holy family in avoidance of the danger posed by King Herod.  

The prospect of having to flee a country to preserve our own safety is not one 

that many of us will have personal experience of. Perhaps the 

closest parallel in this country would be leaving London as an evacuee or 

perhaps there might be those of us that had to flee their own country to come 

here.  

 

I have never had to flee my home but I have had to flee a country before, 

when on short tern mission in the Lebanon in 2002, Iraq invaded Iran and we 

because at the time there was the potential for Lebanon to side with Iraq in 

the conflict, it was strongly recommended that we should return 

home immediately. We drove to the airport, at 4am in the morning with our 

heads ducked down in a minivan. I remember feeling a great reluctance to 

leave, there was of course the fear that something might happen to us which I 

think was partly subdued by my youthful naivety, but there was 

a disappointment that we weren't able to fulfil all that we could have done. 

But then when we got home and saw the news and the pictures 

of Lebanese people burning flags outside our embassy I felt like perhaps God 

was looking after us.  

Gods care and guidance is often unexpected and sometimes difficult to see 

and acknowledge but I do believe that he does look out for us and sustain is 

with all that we need. When we pray, “give us today our daily bread”, 
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I believe this to be a prayer he takes seriously but his response is not always 

the one we might expect. 

 

In coming to us as a baby, God made himself vulnerable as we are vulnerable 

but indeed he had a plan, a big plan for the salvation of mankind through his 

only begotten Son and therefore a plan also to remove the Holy Family from 

harm’s way. 

 

To undertake this plan however, he did not act in a mighty 

and cosmically powerful way as we see him do in the Old Testament like 

sending down fire on the prophets of Baal or Swooshing back the waters of the 

Red Sea to flood Pharaohs chariots. Likewise he didn't send all the power of 

the heavenly host to slaughter the Herod's soldiers, after all, this is God's Son 

we're talking about here. I get really defensive if I someone picking on my own 

children, I would stop at nothing to defend them.  

 

But for God he chooses to place his trust in a human agent, he sends his 

messengers in a dream to Joseph and they flee the scene. God knew that it 

was not yet time for his Glory to be fully revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. 

He knew that a day of suffering would one day come and also a day of 

judgement for those that spill the blood of innocents that day. But somehow it 

was important for Jesus' identity to include that of the refugee, a person in 

exile from their home, without the means to put down roots, torn from the 

place they call home by the threat of survival. Indeed Matthews Gospel, which 

is widely regarded as being written with a particularly Jewish audience in mind, 

has a special interest in this story as indeed his gospel is the only one which 

contains it, and that is the way Christ's own plight mirrors that of the Hebrew 

people taking refuge in the land of Egypt before returning to Galilee. 

 

In other words the plight of Christ seeks to deeper unify the life of Jesus with 

the plight of Israel and God's restorative plan for not only his chosen people 

but all people.  
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And it is true that as "all People", we too face plights of different kinds. But just 

as God was with Jesus and had a plan, through Christ he is also with us and has 

a plan for us too. It may be uncomfortable maybe unexpected but he knows 

what is best for us and can guide us through any difficulty.    

What are you fleeing from today?  

Family;-difficult relationships that we don't want to nurture - God's love can 

help us to restore them 

Work;- after the holidays the thought of returning may not be a positive one, 

maybe there are a few Herods out there to be negotiated – The Father will 

protect you. 

Health, - Might be something you feel is out of your control - Jesus is the 

healer, Or it might be something you can do something about, - the Holy Spirit 

is the encourager 

 

If you fall into any of those categories today then please bring them to mind as 

we spend a quiet moment of reflection as we prepare ourselves to receive the 

celebration of his sacrifice at the Holy Table.  

 


