
Sermon for All Saints Highgate Advent 2 2013 Year A: Blessing of new church 

doors (draught lobby) 

‘I am the door’ John 10:9 

Knock Knock; who’s there? Adore. Adore who? Adore is between us please open 

up! 

A door on a church is best open. It would be best if we could do without doors. 

But in these cold climes we need them. Your glass lobby is a step towards being 

able to have the doors open more. A church door, standing open, is an invitation 

to enter: it is an evangelistic  act to open the doors. The scripture passages to 

which the advent lectionary turns our attention are about proclamation: The Root 

of Jesse is a banner to the peoples, a city set on a hill top which cannot be hidden, 

a voice crying in the wilderness. 

The scripture enjoins us to consider how we evangelize. There are things we do 

outside the doors; things to bring us through the doors; things within the doors.  

We have learned a lot about evangelisation in our context in the last few years. 

The decline in church attendance has ended and congregations are growing. 

evangelization is a wide study, but one part of it is the need to create points of 

contact. No one comes to church any more just anyway. We have to be out there 

among people, beyond the doors, and making invitations to come through the 

doors that are often, at first, not directly about the faith. So we ask for help with 

our night shelters, or offer the opportunity to listen to a concert of church music, 

or suggest that we come to the school with an assembly or offer to work with 

love and kindness among young people, or offer, as one church does, a holiday 

club for elders who can no longer get away for a break. We run cafes and 

nurseries and meeting places and we are engaged with local community events, 

found on the internet and in the world of social media, always engaging, meeting, 

networking and proclaiming with both lives and words that Jesus is Lord, and that 

there is a coming time when they will neither hurt nor destroy in all my holy 

mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

cover the sea.  

All this leads to a gathering as people come to the door and pass through it. The 

gathering is a diverse and surprising one. Both in the prophesy of Isaiah and in the 

letter of Paul to the Romans the point is made that the gathering of souls is a 

gathering of the nations. Not just the people of Israel, or a small part of the world; 

the root of Jesse is a banner for the nations; Paul quotes passages that emphasise 

the rejoicing of the Gentiles with the people, the Gentiles joining in worship 

singing praises to God. He goes on ‘accept one another as Christ has accepted 

you.’ Last year Archbishop Rowan Williams noted that the church is a rare place in 

our society where we mix with people who are utterly different from ourselves. 

There is a story form one of the churches in the diocese: the rough family and the 

Queen’s private secretary.  

This mixed company is a sign of the end of the world: our mutual separation is 

broken down in the healing of the world and the admission of all to the Kingdom 

of Heaven. So the door which is open to everyone is a sign of the Kingdom to 

come, when everywhere will be like the church.  

 

 



Now Jesus said ‘I am the door.’ He is the place where all are gathered together 

and the separation of people is healed by our unity with Him. In the garden of 

Eden the man and the woman walked together in unity with God. They were 

open to each other: God could be heard and seen; the man and the woman were 

naked before Him and before each other, and they were not ashamed. But sin led 

to separation. One definition of sin is separation from God, and separation from 

each other which flows from that. One way of understanding the incarnation is 

the union of Christ with us: Emmanuel, God with us. He comes and joins in every 

aspect of our humanity, from the moment of His conception in His mother’s 

womb, when He first had human life as a couple of cells, to the moment of His 

death on the cross. From the beginning to the end He is united with us, and we 

with Him, up to and including our death, that point of greatest separation when 

we are least like God, who is the source of all life and being. So the door is a sign 

of salvation, the reunion of God and man in Christ. Come through the door.  

But once in there is a need for us to learn separation from sin, to come closer in, 

to come to Christ. There is an urgency to the message of John the Baptist: you 

vipers’ brood! Repent! He uses the image of the farmer who has to sort the grain 

from the chaff. It is done with a winnowing fork, throwing the pile into the air. 

The heavy grain falls to the ground again, but the chaff is blown aside. Then it is 

gathered and burned. This is serious stuff; you have the choice, and let us not be 

afraid to say it: if you choose to turn aside from the source of life, then you are 

turning to death: that is why it says the wages of sin is death, why the prophesy 

points to the coming of the Lord as judge ‘He will strike the earth with the rod of 

His mouth, with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked.’ To be truly inclusive 

the church must exclude sin and everything that is contrary to the Word of God, 

which is the rod o f His mouth.  

Finally you and I will go out of the door again today. It is not that we come in 

nearer and nearer to God and hide behind the door from this naughty world. 

What we receive here, preaching, teaching, communion with one another and the 

inestimable benefit of communion with the Lord, is what we need to go out again 

to the places where we have been called to live out the faith. In home and at 

work; at school or in the community: that is where we are called to be. Be 

vigorous to ask your church for what you need to equip you to be the best 

Christian you can be in the place you are outside those doors. In the end they 

need to be revolving doors: you come in to receive Christ: you go out to live with 

Christ. Remember always that whether you come in or go out, Christ has gone 

before you and is calling you to join Him in His life and work. 

.  


