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C.S LEWIS: ‘Eccentric Genius, Reluctant Prophet’ 

Y 
ou may have seen the BBC4 offering at the end of 
November:   Narnia's Lost Poet: the Secret Lives and 
Loves of CS Lewis, filmed, I think, to mark the un-

veiling of the memorial to Lewis in Westminster Abbey.   
If you missed it, other than hoping for a repeat, you might 
like to look at the very brief reflection AN Wilson has 
written about the shooting of the film and his own reac-
tions on revisiting Lewis.  I think, however, that it may be 
available only on Kindle: The Mystery of CS Lewis. 
 
Wilson had in fact written a biography of Lewis in 1990.  
A marked departure from some of the almost hagiographic 
treatments of the past, Wilson’s book revealed some of the 
details of his subject’s private life that had hitherto been 
mostly glossed over, and also revealed his impatience with 
some of Lewis’s patterns of thought as an apologist for the 
Christian faith.   He tells the story of a public discussion 
and debate immediately following the publication of his 
book in the church of St Mary-le-Bow with Victor Stock, 
during which Wilson experienced a ‘conversion’ from 
Christianity to a fervent atheism.  And he says it was his 
anger at what he saw as the ‘false certainties and fake con-
solation’ which Lewis offered, notably in his book Mere 
Christianity, which finally tipped the balance.    
 
AN Wilson has since come a long way back towards open-
ness on the question of faith; if you can get hold of it, I 
think you will find his short book is worth reading  not 
only for the insight it offers into Lewis via some of the lives 
he touched (some of the names are surprising), but also 
into Wilson himself. 
 
But my main purpose is to review another book on Lewis 
which has just come out (and which someone kindly gave 
me for Christmas!): Alister McGrath: C.S Lewis: A Life.   
(Hodder 2013).  I would commend this to anyone who 
has, or who has had in the past, an interest in Lewis and his 
writings.   McGrath does an excellent job in setting out the 
basic course of Lewis’s life, his most important relation-
ships, and his career as an academic in Oxford and then 
Cambridge.  I think he does an even better job when he 
treats of Lewis’s approach to faith; his analysis of the proc-
esses of thought underlying his conversion to Christianity 

provides more of interest that McGrath’s rather excessive 
preoccupation with precisely dating it.    
 
One feature of the analysis is the way the intellectual cur-
rents and fashions of his own time did so much to deter-
mine the course of Lewis’s conversion (even if only by way 
of forcing his reaction against them).  Equally, McGrath 
charts the different phases of Lewis’s life as a Christian 
writer, first as apologist, especially during the war years; 
later across a much less defined territory reaching its cli-
max, perhaps, in the Narnia books.  His treatment of 
Lewis’s books is uneven: he devotes two whole chapters to 
Narnia, while making no mention at all of Letters to Malcolm: 
Chiefly on Prayer—I am among a very large company of 
Christian people who have treasured the wide counsel he 
gives in the latter. 
 
But it is an excellent read, and gives much food for thought.  
Lewis was a man who disregarded the academic snobbery of 
the institution which employed him, and which was of-
fended at one of its number writing books about faith for 
‘ordinary’ people.  He was a man with a gift for friendship, 
most of whose central relationships, however, would not 
have stood scrutiny according to the standards of the time.   
He was a man convinced that the Christian faith could stand 
up to rigorous questioning--not that it could be argued out 
from first principles like a spiritual form of geometry, but 
that it ‘fitted’.  For Lewis it fitted the way the world is; it 
fitted with the deep moral convictions implanted within 
humanity; and above all it was a fitting answer to the deep-
est yearnings of the human heart.      

Jonathan Trigg 
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JANUARY 2014 
 
 

SUNDAY 5th   CHRISTMAS 2:                    
THE EPIPHANY 

 8.00am Holy Communion   Ephesians 3.1-
12; Matthew 2.1-12 

 9.45am Holy Communion  Ephesians 1.3-
14; John 1.10-18 

 11.15am Morning Worship  Ephesians 1.3-
14; John 1.10-18 

 6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP, sung)  
Ephesians 3.1-12; Matthew 
2.1-12 

 
SUNDAY 12th   EPIPHANY 1: THE BAPTISM 

OF CHRIST 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer   Isaiah 42.1-9; 

Matthew 3.13-17  
 11.15am Holy Communion   Isaiah 42.1-9; 

Matthew 3.13-17  
 6.30pm Service of the Word  Joshua 3.1-

8,14-17; Hebrews 1.1-12 
 
SUNDAY 19th  EPIPHANY 2 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Holy Communion  Isaiah 49.1-7; 

John 1.29-42 
 11.15am Morning Worship  Isaiah 49.1-7; 

John 1.29-42  
 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP) Ezekiel 2.1  

-  3.4; Galatians 1.11-24 
 
SUNDAY 26th   EPIPHANY 3 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer 1 Corinthians 1.10-

18; Matt 4.12-23  
 11.15am Holy Communion with Baptism 1 

Corinthians 1.10-18; Matt 
4.12-23 

 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Ecclesiastes 
3.1-11; 1 Peter 1.3-12 

 
 
 
 

SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S  

Services are modern language (Common Worship) except where indicated  

as BCP (Book of Common Prayer). 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2014 
 
SUNDAY 2nd   THE PRESENTATION 
 8.00am Holy Communion (CW)   Hebrews 2.14-18; 

Luke 2.22-40  
 9.45am Holy Communion  Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 

2.22-40 
 11.15am Morning Worship  Hebrews 2.14-18; Luke 

2.22-40 
 6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP, sung)  Haggai 2.1-

9; John 2.18-22 
 
 
SUNDAY 9th    4 BEFORE LENT 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)    
 9.45am Morning Prayer   1 Corinthians 2.1-16; Mat-

thew 5.13-20 
 11.15am Holy Communion   1 Corinthians 2.1-16; 

Matthew 5.13-20  
 6.30pm Service of the Word  Amos 2.4-16; Ephesians 

4.17-32 
 
SUNDAY 16th   3 BEFORE LENT 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Holy Communion  1 Corinthians 3.1-9; Mat-

thew 5.21-37  
 11.15am Morning Worship  1 Corinthians 3.1-9; Mat-

thew 5.21-37  
 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP) Amos 3.1-8; Ephe-

sians 5.1-17 
 
SUNDAY 23rd  2 BEFORE LENT 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 9.45am Morning Prayer with Baptism Romans 8.18-

25; Matthew 6.25-34 
 11.15am Holy Communion with Baptism Romans 

8.18-25; Matthew 6.25-34 
 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Proverbs 8.1,22-31; 

Revelation 4 
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SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
 

 WEEKLY SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 

 Sundays 

10.00 am Parish Communion 

  

Wednesdays 

7.30 pm Holy Communion 

  

SERVICES AT MARY FEILDING GUILD 

1st Thursday of the Month 

11.00 am Holy Communion 

Sundays  

(except the Sunday following the first 

Thursday) 

11.15 am  Extended Communion 

    

Brownies meet on Thursday evenings 
Guides meet on Monday evenings 

  

 

 
ALL SAINTS  

PARISH MAGAZINE READERS 

Please e-mail  to All Saints editor at  

agile@authors.co.uk submissions and correc-

tions to Events, Services and Parish Register 

listings, for inclusion in future magazine edi-

tions.  Many thanks. 

MARCH 2014 
 
SUNDAY 2nd   NEXT BEFORE LENT 
 8.00am Holy Communion   2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 

17.1-9  
 9.45am Holy Communion  2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 

17.1-9 
 11.15am Morning Worship  2 Peter 1.16-21; Matthew 

17.1-9 
 6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP, sung)  2 Kings 2.1-

12; Matthew 17.1-23 
 
 
 

 

All Saints’ 150 Year  

Anniversary Events 

 

 

 

 

January  Service of 

Sunday 26th  Celebration        

10 am   with The Rt Revd Bishop 

   Richard Chartres  

   The service is followed by a 

   bring and share lunch with live 

   music. 

 

March   Church Open Day 

Saturday 1st  Come and explore our church, 

noon to 3 pm  learn about its history, see how 

   it is run, meet community  

   groups.  Lunch will be for sale, 

   too!  

 

Saturday 22nd  150 Year Celebration Quiz  

7pm   An evening of fun and general 

   knowledge with food, beer and 

   wine from a local pub.  Tickets 

   will be on sale in February and 

   March. 
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Report of St Michael’s PCC held on 14th  November 2013 
 

T 
he main items discussed at the meeting were: 
 
Finance Issues: In accordance with the decision at the Annual Parochial Church meeting, that the PCC 

would consider whom to appoint, it was agreed that Sandra Higgins be appointed as External Examiner of the 
accounts for 2013. 
 
The Christmas collection this year, as last, will be divided between C4WS (Camden Christian Council Cold 
Weather Shelter) and Christian Aid and the PCC decided to contribute the same amount from the budget as last 
year to each of our Mission Partners. 
 
Stewardship and fundraising: As it is a long time until the next Stewardship Campaign an Auction of Prom-
ises is being planned for June 21st 2014 at Highgate School. Physical items may also be auctioned. A St Michael’s 
Church Quiz Night will be held on Saturday 18th January at 7.30 pm in the Upper Hall. 
 
Mission Committee: Thanks were expressed to James for running the alpha course, which had been very suc-
cessful, having a regular attendance of 10 or more participants.  
 
A united service was planned for Advent Sunday with the theme of Time and Talents. The aim is to encourage the 
congregation to make resolutions for the new church year to assist in various aspects of  church life, including 
helping with services, refreshments, music, pastoral care and youth work. More volunteers are always welcome. 
A Christmas card is being produced and distributed within the parish. James presented a ‘final’ design for the new 
St Michael’s Church logo together with mock-ups of how this logo may look on paperwork/website. The logo 
was approved subject to minor modifications 
 
Away Day:  Arrangements and objectives for an away day to be held for PCC and staff to review the Mission 
Action Plan and how we can reach out more to the community were discussed. It will include looking at St Mi-
chael’s activities, how these are co-ordinated and communicated, who does what  and  how to  move forward 
over the next three to five years.   
 
Date of Annual Parochial Church Meeting: This was confirmed as 27th April after a 10.30 United Service 
and will probably be followed with a ‘bring and share’ lunch.  
 
Appointment of Children’s Champion: Jonathan Brooks was appointed in accordance with the Diocese of 
London’s safeguarding requirements, to this voluntary role which will give children and young people a voice 
within the work of the parish and is there to ensure the question ‘How does this impact on our children?’ is al-
ways asked. 
 
Archdeacon’s Visit:  Jonathan Trigg informed the PCC that the Archdeacon would be visiting on 2nd Decem-

ber.  As part of his visit he will meet with the lay members of the PCC for a discussion about what is going well in 

the parish and development since the last visit five years ago. 

 

Mary Embleton 
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In the last two issues we have followed the efforts of Vicar 

Harry Edwards to restore the church after its war damage.  

From this he has already emerged as an engaging character.  

Some of his other contributions to the Magazine are delightful 

and really raise a smile. 

 

J 
une 1954  EDITORIAL 

At the last meeting of the Parochial Church 

Council it was decided to buy a parish car to be 

put at my disposal.  It was considered that this hilly 

parish, with its hospitals, homes for the aged, ceme-

tery, etc., would be more efficiently visited if I had a 

small car to get about in.  There is no doubt that the 

hills and comparatively long distances did waste a lot of 

time and energy.  The car has now arrived.  It is a Ford 

Popular and black, but comely, and its disposition 

seems mild enough.  I am in the process of learning to 

drive it.  Now cars are by no means cheap and the 

Churchwardens have asked the parish for four hundred 

pounds.  They tell me they have received one hundred 

and thirty so far.  If you approve of the action of the 

P.C.C., and think it a good and desirable thing that the 

parish should put a car at my disposal, will you please 

send a contribution towards it to the Churchwardens.  

They are anxious to hear from you.  So many people 

have told me during the last year or so that they think 

the parish ought to buy a car, that I feel sure the whole 

four hundred will soon be subscribed. 

 

Readers will no doubt have spotted that ‘black, but comely’ is 

from the Song of Solomon.  In July Mr Edwards continues the 

tale. 

I am happy to report that the parish car is proving to be 

the boon you hoped.  After a somewhat nervous start, I 

can now take it out without a feeling of terror.  At first 

it had some inconveniences, such as my ability to visit 

only in those directions where the car happened to be 

facing, and then only if they were down hill.  We are 

all familiar with the idea of the machine ruling the man.  

This was a gross instance of it.  But now it goes my way 

and stops at houses even when its nose points up hill. . 

. .   a pleasant picture but, I must add, not yet perfect.  

For you have not paid for the car yet.  The churchwar-

dens are a long way short of four hundred pounds and 

they are most anxious to receive contributions.  When 

I tell people, “The parish has bought a car,” they usually 

say, “I do think that is a good idea.  It was very neces-

sary.”  But, dear people, the expression, “The parish 

has bought a car,” is a euphemism for “You have bought 

a car” or at least helped with a contribution.  Do you 

still think it is a good idea even put that way?  If so, will 

you not please send something to the churchwardens, 

who acted on your behalf? 

 

It is easy to believe that they were having difficulty getting 

people to give the money.   It is a little hard to understand 

why he could not drive the car properly, as compulsory driving 

tests had been introduced in 1935.  A possible explanation is 

that, although having no car, Mr Edwards took out a licence 

before a test was required and renewed that licence each fol-

lowing year, thus not having to take a test in 1954. This ploy 

was legal at the time. 

 

 

We continue our series of extracts from past issues of St Michael’s parish magazine,  
brought to us by the author ‘Bygone.’    
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June 1961 EDITORIAL 

. . . The Communion Rail, like Gaul, may be di-
vided into three parts.  There is a southern fixed part 
and a northern fixed part, and a movable rail in the 
midst. 

Before the southern and northern fixed parts the 
kneeler is thick and comfortable and such as will not 
hurt feeble knees, but the section of kneeler before the 
movable rail is covered only by the sanctuary carpet 
and underneath is the stone step.  Some few parishion-
ers have complained of this hard, unsympathetic sec-
tion, saying it is gratuitously painful and something 
ought to be done to make it comfortable.  For the life 
of me I cannot see what.  If we put a runner under the 
carpet it will make an awkward ridge and if we put a 
runner on top of the carpet the priest and servers will 
be always stepping up and over in an undignified way 
or kicking it out of place.  But since no problem is 
insoluble, I suggest two ways in which you might 
tackle it.  One lady always wears kneepads when she 
comes to St Michael’s. I must say that sounds like a 
somewhat comic solution.  The other is too easy for 
words – avoid the middle section. 

This flippant passage is interesting from a number of points of 

view.  The first is that evidently at this time the sanctuary was 

carpeted and the decorative floor tiling covered.  The second is 

that, albeit there is no carpet, there is in 2014 no problem for 

frail knees.  The step is furnished with the beautiful kneelers 

made by the St Michael’s Needlework Guild.   

Most interesting is the introductory reference to Gaul.  In 1961 

this would have rung a bell for a high proportion of church mem-

bers, as in those days most educated people had learned Latin.  

Now, elderly readers will smile at it while it will be a mystery to 

most of our younger ones.  When Bygone learned Latin, an al-

most universal text for study and translation was Julius Caesar’s 

account of his Gallic wars—De Bello Gallico. The great general 

wrote in simple Latin, good material for beginners.  The opening 

words of this book are “Gallia est omnis divisa in partes tres”, 

which translates “All Gaul is divided into three parts”.  Caesar 

goes on to say that these parts are inhabited by three different 

tribes.  There is no longer a need for different tribes to inhabit the 

different sections of the altar rail.  

 

 

MISSION PARTNERS NEWS  

JANuary 2014  
 
 
 

A 
 big thank you to all of you for the £1000 
donated by St Michael’s  in December to 
each of  AICMAR, KIRIMA, BIBLE SOCI-

ETY, and BARNABAS FUND. 
 
Do see the news about Kirima primary school; 
there are flyers at the back of church. The Kirima 
book appeal is going well, following donations 
from St Michael’s School fair and nativity, as well 
as from St Michael’s Church.  Jess also did spon-
sored cello playing.   For more information see          
www.volunteeruganda.org. 
 
Those people who are sponsoring Great Lakes High 
School, Uganda, will have a newsletter in January, 
as the school starts science teaching in the 6th form 
for the first time.  Highgate School generously did 
another successful sponsored walk for GLHS ,for 
solar power as well as the new 6th form. 
 
The Easter appeal at St Michael’s Church will be 
for the mission partners; more information in the 
next newsletter. 
 

Karen Sennett and your Mission Partners Team 



8  

First World War Centenary Project Update 

 

T 
he project is making great progress. All Saints’ parishioner Kate Kilborn has identified her great-great uncle, Lieutenant 
G. K. Cathles (pictured), from the list of names on the Roll of Honour. 
 

The aim of the project is to create a profile for each individual named on the two churches’ Rolls of Honour. The profiles will 
be similar to the example below, but content will vary depending on how much information we can find. The final profiles will 
be uploaded to a special blog linked to the websites of All Saints’ and St Michael’s. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved in the project and learning how to research those who served in the First World War, 
please email me at causermma@yahoo.co.uk. 

Emma Causer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 
 
 
Lieut. George Kinloch CATHLES 
Died 11th August 1918 
 
Date of Birth: December quarter 1894 
Place of Birth: Newton Heath, Manchester 
 
George Kinloch was the son of William Anderson Cathles and Margaret Cath-
les, Kate discovered this is where the Highgate Inn now stands. He had siblings 
William, Elizabeth A., Gretchen, Nora and Donald C.. In 1901 the census shows 
the family living at 20 Archway Road in Highgate with George aged 6 years, his 
father’s occupation Manager, Building Trade. 
In 1911 the family were living at 20 Archway Road, Highgate and 16 year old 
George was working as a Merchant’s Clerk for an East India merchant (all 
goods).. 
 
George’s father, William, was Scottish and on the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission website, George is described as “Native of Dundee”, although he was 
born in Manchester. 
 
The censuses reveal that George’s mother, Margaretha, was a German citizen, 
born in Worrstadt. It can only be imagined what the family felt when war was 
declared between Britain and Germany. During the war, prejudice and even vio-
lent discrimination was common against German families and businesses, particu-
larly those with German-sounding names. In 1917, George’s sister, Gretchen 
officially changed her name to Margaret. At the time of his death, George’s family 
lived at 385 Archway Road, Highgate. 
 
Service Details: Private 2316 – 14 London Regiment; Lieutenant - Royal Air 
Force, 24th Kite Balloon Section. Enlisted 15 September 1914 (14 Star, Victory 
& British medals) – Commissioned Royal Flying Corps (RFC) 8 September 1916 
 
Place of Death: Egypt 
 
Place of Burial: Port Said War Memorial Cemetery, grave reference B18 
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Letter from All Saints’ Assistant Curate 

 

 
 

G 
reetings, 

It is almost unfair to us that we get such little time to recover from the excitement and fatigue of the 

Christmas season. But this is a very big year for us at All Saints’. It is our sesquicentenary (150 Year 

Anniversary) and there is a lot planned for the year. The full list of events can be found on the website 

(allsaintshighgate.com) and so I just want to draw our attention to two at this time. 

 

On Sunday 26 January The Rt Revd Bishop of London, Richard Chartres is going to be with us at our Parish 

Communion (10am) service. We have also invited clergy who have served All Saints’ in the past along with others 

who have influenced our community. It will be a day for us to celebrate our history but also to look to the future. 

In order to help us do this Pamela Lighthill has graciously undertaken the task of compiling a history of All Saints’. 

This will be available for any and everyone who would like a copy. I am sure it will also be uploaded to our web-

site at some point. Please do come on this Sunday and help us celebrate. The service will be followed by a bring 

and share lunch with live music. And so, on a couple of different levels, the day should be one for all of us to 

spend together in both times of quiet and liveliness. 

 

We are also hoping that our sesquicentenary can be a time for us to look to our future. With that in mind we are 

having a Church Open Day on Saturday 1 March from noon to 3pm. This is an opportunity for all us to see what 

All Saints’ has to offer the parish and understand our role in it. There will be stalls for those who rent our Church 

Hall to raise their profile and provide information. Flowers displays along with information about the church and 

its worship life will be on display. Food and drink will be available for purchase. We will also be providing, in 

detail, the financial picture and forecast of All Saints’. Ultimately, this is our effort to show what All Saints’ of-

fers. But we are also interested in what you think All Saints’ should offer. With that in mind there will be re-

sponse forms available for that purpose. And so, once again, please join us at this event and help All Saints’ be all 

that it can be. 

 

In closing, I am still slowly pulling myself out of the Christmas season and its celebrations with its wonderful news 

of God’s love for all people. But, I am also looking forward to 2014 at All Saints’. It should prove to be a year 

which affords us the opportunity to celebrate our past (and learn a bit more about it), understand our present and 

look to our future. And that is a privileged place in which to find oneself. 

 
 
 
 

Bryce P Wandrey 
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T 
here is a burning passion which neither Christ-
mas, nor Easter, nor even the Summer Holi-
days can stifle: Association Football. In case 

you have forgotten, we are once again into the very 
long build up to another World Cup tournament 
which kicks off in Brazil on 12 June. 
 
Be prepared and be afraid: because for the next six 
months our media will be crammed with stories – 
both serious and silly – about the England team  and its 
selection;  about the unsuitability of the very hot ven-
ues in Brazil; about scores to be settled….and about 
WAGS and hangers-on. 
 
It was during the run up to the last World Cup in 
South Africa, four years ago, that I first became aware 
of what the Times called ‘the Church of England’s 
Rapid Response Prayer Unit.’ 
 
And, as I dug through the files, I found that they had 
come up with, for example,  a ‘Prayer on being made 
redundant’ -- and then to show how even handed they 
were, a ‘Prayer for those remaining in the workplace.’ 
This, apparently, was their response to the recession 
and credit crunch. 
 
But the Unit really rose to prominence when they 
published prayers for Football’s World Cup.  One of 
the men who actually wrote the prayers was the then 
Bishop of Croydon, the Rt Rev Nick Baines who the 
Daily Telegraph told us  - at the time - was one of the 
favourites to succeed Rowan Williams as Archbishop 
of Canterbury. (He is now, though, the Bishop of 
Bradford.) 
 
Anyway, Bishop Baines writes a regular and popular 
blog called ‘Musings of a restless Bishop’ (http://
nickbaines.wordpress.com). At World Cup time four 
years ago Bishop Baines said he was surprised that the 
media should be interested in his prayers for football, 
but nonetheless, he managed to fit in a full round of 
television studios and twenty local radio stations. 
 

Many commentators at the time tried to treat the 
whole thing with their tongues in their cheek. One 
journalist noted  that World Cup seasons are tradition-
ally fertile recruiting periods for churches --because of 
the thousands of nervous fans who pray for the right 
result. He went on: 
‘As in previous years, many churches are expected to put up 
screens in halls, and even in the main part of the church, for 
congregations to watch matches.’ I say, ‘Perish that 
thought!’ 
 
Now, no doubt you are all champing at the bit to hear 
what prayers the Bishop’s Rapid Response Unit came 
up with: Well first there was ’Lord of all the nations, 
who played the cosmos into being, guide, guard and protect 
all who work or play in the World Cup. May all find in this 
competition a source of celebration, an experience of common 
humanity and a growing attitude of generous sportsmanship 
to others. Amen.’ 
 
Nothing wrong with that……..and let me insist 
straight away, that I do think it right and proper for 
the Church to respond to events which capture the 
public imagination in this way;.  What worries me is 
that these responses are sometimes presented in a na-
ive manner which invites derisory coverage from my 
erstwhile colleagues in the media. And often it seems 
to me that this is not very fair: so often anything – out-
side the mainstream - to do with church and faith - can 
make easy targets for the cynical packs of newshounds. 
 
And I do think Bishop Baines has some telling points to 
make. He writes ‘according to the National Centre for 
Social Research, more than half the population pray at some 
time;  and everyone will be affected by the World Cup in one 
way or another, so it makes sense to have some prayers for 
those that want to use them.”’  
 
Of course, the experts now fear that this football cele-
bration in Brazil may not be quite as cosmopolitan as 
the organisers would like:  there have been criticisms 
of the price and availability of tickets for the locals; of 
the huge resources poured into building the stadiums, 
of the timing of matches and so on. Just as happened 

PRAYERS FOR FOOTBALL 
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four years ago, FIFA, the world football authority, is 
accused of wielding too much power without propor-
tionate responsibility 
 
Yet, we all know and understand that it’s the taking 
part that’s important: so here is the second of the 
Rapid Response Unit’s prayers: ‘God of the nations, who 
has always called his people to be a blessing for the world, 
bless all who take part in the World Cup………the nations 
represented in competition and those who travel to join in the 
party. Amen.’ 
 
Now, I have to tell you that the Church in England has 
not always been so sympathetic to the noble game. In 
1531 one preacher, for example, railed against it for 
causing ‘beastly fury and extreme violence’; and 40 years 
later the then Bishop of Rochester campaigned to sup-
press what he called ‘the evil game.’ In parish registers 
across the country you can find evidence of men being 
fined for playing football in church yards and cemeter-
ies. 
 
At the end of the eighteenth century, there was a no-
torious parson in Wiltshire, the Reverend Samuel 
Ashe, who used to spend his Sunday afternoons hiding 
in the bushes beside the village green.  He would pa-
tiently wait until the footballers came near, then he 
would jump out, seize the ball, and puncture it with a 
huge pin. And then the Reverend Ashe went back to 
his rectory, pleased with the knowledge that he had 
prevented his parishioners from sinning. 
 
John Ryle, who was appointed the first Anglican 
bishop of Liverpool on the recommendation of Benja-
min Disraeli in 1880, summed up the attitude toward 
sport held by many of the clergy  with his Who’s Who 
entry recording his interests as ‘Cricket ……..until or-
dained.’ 
 
The objections to sport were not that it was felt to be 
inherently sinful, but rather associated with sin, like 
gambling or drinking or breaking the Sabbath. One 
Evangelical in the mid nineteenth century summed up 
the mood.  He wrote ‘Sport is a fruitful source of profli-
gacy and vice, drunkenness and debauchery, fraud and theft, 
personal degradation and domestic misery……it is subver-
sive of the morals of the people.’ 
 
Fortunately there were some church leaders with the 
vision to understand that sport - properly organised - 

could actually be of huge benefit in giving purpose 
and drive to disadvantaged communities. 
 
As one writer puts it: It all started with the Sunday 
School movement. Indeed it’s been estimated that  
as many as 85% of children in England attended 
Sunday School in the latter part of the 19th cen-
tury.   
 
Outside of the context of Sunday, the Church was 
the main provider of activity for children and 
young people, whose numbers in society were at 
record levels. As people moved from an agriculture
-based existence towards living in the most basic of 
accommodation in large cities, they often sought 
solace in a ‘third place’. That was usually the public 
house.  
 
Many cities also lacked any infrastructure for lei-
sure.  Haphazard sporting pursuits that had been 
part of the fabric of many towns and villages for 
centuries began to be organised into proper sport-
ing institutions with clear rules, organised leagues 
and a desire to divert young minds from drink, sex 
and destruction.  
 
The vicars, priests and ministers who helped pio-
neer these new sporting diversions were deeply 
averse to the idea of sport on Sunday. They also 
had a very distinct temperance agenda. With the 
advent of the 5½-day week, Saturday afternoon 
drunkenness was becoming a problem. The 3pm 
kick-off was partly a result of the desire of church 
leaders to keep men from spending an afternoon 
drinking their wages away.  
 
So football went from strength to strength……and 
as Lord Arthur Kinnaird who was  President of the 
Football Association for 30 years from 1890  fa-
mously declared, ‘I believe that all right minded people 
have good reason to thank God for the great progress of 
our National Game.’ Remarkably nearly a third of 
the teams who have played in the Premier League 
since its inception eighteen years ago have good 
reason to take these words to heart, since they 
were founded by churches. 
 
Everton Football Club was started in 1878 by the 
boys in the Bible class of St Domingo’s Methodist 
Chapel. They moved to a ground in nearby Anfield 

(Continued on page 12) 
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 owned by a friendly brewer. It was only when the 
landlord wanted to tie their activities to his beers that 
they moved back to Goodison Park right by their 
church.  The brewer was left with a empty playing 
field. So he started a new club and called it Liverpool.  
 
In nearby Manchester, in 1879, a new rector took on 
the parish of St Mark’s West Gorton. It was an area of 
great poverty where the menfolk took refuge from 
the world in drink and gang warfare called ‘Scuttling.’ 
According to the local papers, the fights involved 500 
men, 250 on either side in brutal warfare. 
 
The new vicar’s 27-year-old daughter, Anna Connell, 
was determined to do something about it. She 
knocked on every door in the Parish – well over a 
thousand - to publicise the working men’s club she 
was setting up in the church hall. After a slow start, 
eventually there was membership of over 100……
and they set up a football team.  Her father, Arthur, 
was its first president. It still exists as Manchester 
City. 
 
Nearer home, ten years ago. the author John Lupson 
tracked down to a pauper’s grave in Dover the mortal 
remains of John Ripsher, the Bible school teacher at 
All Hallows Church in Tottenham, who is considered 
to be the father and founder of Spurs. 
 
Southampton Football Club exists thanks to the Rev-
erend Basil Wilberforce, the grandson of the anti-
slavery campaigner William Wilberforce. In 2001 the 
club named its new stadium St Mary’s, in remem-
brance of his church. 
 
Aston Villa, Bolton Wanderers, Fulham, Birming-
ham:  they all started as church teams. These surviv-
ing professional teams constitute only a small minor-
ity of the thousands of teams founded in the 1870s 
and 1880s from church organisations (often with the 
local vicar or curate as a player).  
 
John Lupson tells us that the church authorities be-
lieved that there were four key ingredients of charac-
ter which it was believed that the game could de-
velop. They were ‘courage – called pluck – not ducking 
the hard challenge; fair play; unselfishness – you played for 
your team; and self control. So football was seen as a moral 
agent.’ 
 

(Continued from page 11) But, sadly by the end of the nineteenth century, the 
local rich bigwigs and the brewers had moved in on 
the clubs.  And even though the Football Association 
brought in rules to restrict the ability of shareholders 
to make money, most clubs stopped being associa-
tions, and became limited companies. The slide into 
commercialism had started early on. 
 
Now I am going to resist the chance to indulge myself 
here by drawing parallels between religion and foot-
ball: you know the sort of thing…… adherents wor-
shipping at weekend venues where they join in com-
munal singing. Nor am I going to mention Maradona 
and the hand of God. 
 
My intention has been just to point out how the story 
of football in England underlines how the church in 
this country has been, and can be, a vital instrument 
of social change. And it seems to me that as long as 
we are here, at St Michael’s, burning brightly as a 
beacon of Christian love, then we still have a crucial 
role to play in shaping the values of our society. 
 
Whether the Church of England is planning more 
rapid responses this year, I have no idea……nor do 
my researches shed any light.   But I was glad to find 
a blog from Bishop Baines which showed his sense of 
humour.   
 
Aficionados will remember that England had a very 
lacklustre game against Algeria during the last World 
Cup.  Afterwards the Bishop announced that he had 
penned two new prayers.  ‘The first is simple and 
honest,’ he blogged: “Oh God…”  The second offers a 
little more: “God, who played the cosmos into being, 
please help England rediscover their legs, their eyes and 
their hunger: that they might run more clearly, pass more 
nearly and enjoy the game more dearly. Amen.” 
‘Well, don’t say I didn’t try’…….. he concludes. 
 
But I prefer the Rapid Response Unit’s prayer for 
those – like me - who are simply not particularly in-
terested in what goes on at the World Cup.  You’ll 
be pleased to hear that the Church of England, in its 
even handed way, had thought of us too:  
 
‘Lord, as all around are gripped with World Cup fever, bless 
us with understanding, strengthen us with patience, and 
grant us the gift of sympathy - if needed. Amen.’ 
 
 

Howard Rogers 
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 St Michael’s Christingle service * 

15 December 

* To see these photographs and the rest of the Magazine in splendid colour, please visit the website at http://
stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com/parish-magazines/ , where you can peruse issues back to 2009.  Even better, 
save a tree and receive your copy of the Magazine by e-mail.  Just send us a note at n6parishmagazine 
@hotmail.com and we will happily add you to the list for all future issues. 

http://stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com/parish-magazines/
http://stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com/parish-magazines/


14  

 
 

 

                                                

Concert at st Michael’s 

Saturday 25 January 

7.30 pm 

 

In aid of The Harington Scheme and  

Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice 

 

Hayden Chamber Orchestra 

Ryan Wigglesworth, conductor 

Charles Owen, piano 

 

Programme: 

Mozart Piano Concerto No 23 K488 

Wagner Siegfried Idyll 

Beethoven Symphony No 3 Eroica 

 

Tickets reserved £25, £20, £15 - phone 020 8340 5643 

£10 unreserved at www.hco.org.uk. 

 

St Michael’s church 

Quiz night 

Saturday 18 January 

7.30 

Upper Hall 

 

The price per person is  £10, which includes a main course and dessert. 

Tickets are available at the back of church following the 9.45 and 11.15 services, or 

by e-mailing gilly.wesley@blueyonder.co.uk 
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Priest-in-charge The Revd Preb Dr Jonathan Trigg jdtrigg@gmail.com 8347 5124 

Assistant Curate The Revd Bryce P Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

Self-Supporting Minister The Revd Howard Rogers hrogers442@aol.com 7485 6376 

Reader Pam Lighthill pam_lighthill@hotmail.co.uk 8444 0387 

Churchwardens John Havergal 
Anna Cotton-Smith 

agile@authors.co.uk 
annaclarecotton@yahoo.co.uk 

8341 0442 
07779 270 558 

PCC Secretary Margaret Preddy m.preddy@live.co.uk 8348 3263 

Stewardship Recorder Mary Barker  020 8348 6058 

Treasurer David Bulgin david.bulgin@rssb.co.uk 8349 2397 

Electoral Roll Jane Havergal jhavergal@blueyonder.co.uk 8374 5543 

Church Hall Jean Johnson  8347 8020 

Choir Mistress Valerie McMillan  8346 0438 

Children’s Advocate Demi Adebanjo demiathome@yahoo.co.uk 8340 2128 

Brownies Marie Edwards mefaired@hotmail.co.uk 8340 5726 

Guides Elizabeth Bulgin  8349 2397 

Bible Study Pam Lighthill pam_lighthill@hotmail.co.uk 8444 0387 

Bible Reading Fellowship Marie Edwards mefaired@hotmail.co.uk 8340 5726 

Magazine (ASC) John Havergal agile@authors.co.uk 8341 0442 

PARISH DIRECTORY — ALL SAINTS 
 http://allsaintshighgate.com  

PARISH REGISTERS 

 

All saints  
 

Holy Baptism 
Ellie Georgia Pauline Weaver 

 

St Michael’s 
 

Holy Baptism 
Holly Mae Garey 

Stanley Thomas Garey 
Primrose Clemence Lauren Patman Dean 

Rosie May Slamon 
Maya Erica Lucie Sussmann 

Edward John Trollope 
George Louis Peter Trollope 

 
Memorial Service 

Peter Cox 
Walter Ronald Eyres 
Jane Phyllis Morley 

http://allsaintshighgate.wordpress.com/


16  

 

PARISH DIRECTORY — ST MICHAEL’S  

http://stmichaelhighgate.wordpress.com  

Vicar The Revd Preb Dr Jonathan Trigg jdtrigg@gmail.com 8347 5124 

Associate Vicar The Revd Bryce Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

Self-Supporting Minister The Revd Howard Rogers hrogers442@aol.com 7485 6376 

Assistant Curate James Yeates  8144 3056 

Youth Worker Jonathan Brooks jonathanbrooks@hotmail.co.uk 020 7861 0170  

Church Wardens Mark Dailey dailey.maplelaff@virgin.net 7561 0750 

 Alan West alan.west@db.com 07764 638 722 

Readers Robert Pfeiffer rpfeiffer@bryangarnier.com 8348 9140 

 Nicholas Sanderson nick.sanderson@sghmartineau.com 

nsanderson@blueyonder.co.uk 

7264 4373 

8883 6031 

 Gill Taylor  8340 8419 

 John Taylor johntaylorok@aol.com 8340 9019 

 Patrice Ware-White  8348 3257 

Director of Music Paul Dean deanorganist@yahoo.com 07740 282 744 

Assistant Organist Toril Briese toril.briese@live.se  

Musician Michael Haslam  07730 556 595 

Parish Office and Bookings Kay Langley-May office@stmichaelshighgate.org 8340 7279 

PCC Secretary Mary Embleton mary.embleton@blueyonder.co.uk 8340 5923 

PCC Treasurer John-Henry Liepe  07841 781 228 

Safeguarding Officer Veronica Sanderson nsanderson@blueyonder.co.uk 07961 165 029 

Bible Reading  Fellowship Elaine Wright  7485 7903 

Christian Aid Judith Matheson judematheson@hotmail.com 7263 1090 

Fairtrade Gilly Wesley gilly.wesley@blueyonder.co.uk 8341 3927 

Head Teacher— 
St Michael’s School 

Geraldine Gallagher  8340 7441 

Kneelers Projects Charlotte Elworthy  8340 4656 

Magazine Susan McFadden n6parishmagazine@hotmail.com 8348 9691 

St Michael’s Fellowship The Revd Bryce Wandrey brycepwandrey@gmail.com 8351 6083 

St Michael’s Guild Elaine Wright  7485 7903 

Stewardship Recorder Roger Sainsbury rnsainsbury88@gmail.com 8883 4927 

Volunteer Guide Co-ordinator 
(Church Visits) 

Julia Rigby stmichaelsn6guide@btinternet.com 8340 8300 

MISSION PARTNER REPRESENTATIVES 

Chair, and Kirima Karen Sennett karen@metafour.com 8340 3739 

A Rocha Judith Roberts  07914 799 750 

AICMAR Gilly Wesley gilly.wesley@blueyonder.co.uk 8341 3927 

Barnabas Fund Peter Hill-King peter.hillking@btinternet.com 07977 535936  

Bible Society Sarah Wrightson  8348 3654 

CARIS (Haringey) Mary Holtby  8245 5490 

    

    


