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Romans 12.1-2      
 

Today we remember the Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple, which used to be called 
Candlemas.   Today also we begin a series of 
four Sundays running up to the beginning of 
Lent in which we’ll be looking at the whole 
subject of Christian Stewardship.   Bryce felt 
that the two would fit very neatly together 
today, and I’m sure he is right—and in any 
case I always do what I’m told. 
 
But to make the connection I’m going to use 
a text which doesn’t come from any of the 
standard Presentation readings—which is 
surprising, because it seems to me to express 
the heart of the matter in just a few words. 
 
Romans 12:1.   I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.  
 
When Joseph and Mary came to the temple 
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with their pair of turtledoves or with their 
pigeons, they were following ancient 
practice.  Your first son … he was in that 
culture special, as in so many other cultures, 
so special in fact that he was holy to God.  So 
in place of bringing him to the temple and 
leaving him there as Hannah had done with 
her son Samuel, you brought an offering 
instead; you offered a lamb; or, if you were 
poor, like Mary and Joseph, you could bring a 
pair of pigeons instead. 
 
Sacrifices of various sorts were woven into 
the religion and the law and the life of the 
people of Israel.  In that they weren’t alone; 
and perhaps if we find some of these 
practices and rules alien, and we baulk at the 
way the people are repeatedly told not to 
get entangled with other tribes and their 
religions—perhaps if we find that 
objectionable we need to remind ourselves 
that in some places people thought that their 
god required the literal sacrifice of a first 
born son.    
 
But now Paul remints the language of 
sacrifice, and indeed the language of worship 
itself.   Even in the Old Testament there is 
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plenty of evidence of the limitations of 
offerings of animals and all the other things 
required at the temple.   
 
I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
   the knowledge of God rather than burnt-
offerings.  Hosea 6.6 
 
And in Psalm 50 we have something akin to 
ridicule heaped on those who think that rigid 
observance of the sacrificial law is a way to 
win favour with God instead of living a life 
that pleases him: 
 
I will not accept a bull from your house, 
   or goats from your folds.  
For every wild animal of the forest is mine, 
   the cattle on a thousand hills.  
I know all the birds of the air, 
   and all that moves in the field is mine.  
 
‘If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
   for the world and all that is in it is mine.  
Do I eat the flesh of bulls, 
   or drink the blood of goats?  
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
   and pay your vows to the Most High. 
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These words of Paul are enough to sweep 
away that way of thinking entirely.  He is 
establishing a whole new basis of life with 
God. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a sacrifice; living, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.  
 
‘Therefore’ points to everything that’s gone 
before; the foundation of the Christian life in 
the mercy and grace of God in Jesus Christ, 
the gospel which Paul finds himself having to 
proclaim and protect from distortion.   
Everything we do as Christians is a response 
to that love.    
 
Any sacrifice that Christians make is their 
response to the love of God.   It isn’t a way of 
keeping God on-side, or of propitiating him—
to think like that is to mistake the whole 
basis of what it is to be a Christian.  What is 
the sacrifice which is asked of us?  Instead of 
presenting animals, or tithes, or anything at 
all like them, it is simple.  We present 
ourselves: 
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present your bodies as a sacrifice 
 
It isn’t to be taken literally; it may not be the 
case with you, but a simple and honest look 
in the mirror in my case would tell me that 
my body in its present condition might not 
make a very impressive sacrifice. 
 
No: it simply means all of me.   The more we 
understand and experience the love of God 
in Jesus Christ, the greater the effect on who 
we are as people, the more it will shape the 
purpose and direction of the whole way we 
live. 
 
Our stewardship series is going to move on 
to look at how we respond in terms of giving 
our time and our gifts and of course our 
money.  Of course all these things matter, 
how could I say otherwise?  But today, let’s 
begin with a reminder that our Christian lives 
are mostly lived away from this building.  Our 
Christian discipleship does not consist only or 
even chiefly in the jobs we do for the church.  
Our Christian worship does not, most of it, 
take place here on Sunday mornings.  Not if 
we understand worship as everything we 
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offer in response to the love of God.  The life 
and worship of this parish church is 
important; a vital part of what we do.  But 
only a part. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God—what is good and acceptable 
and perfect. 
 
Our response to the gospel is the offering of 
the whole of our lives.   
 
It’s easy for Christians to be conformed to 
the way that the world presses us to be.  To 
make decision on the basis of what suits us, 
what makes us better off financially, what 
other people pressure us to do.   
 
And perhaps by going along with the current, 
with the flow, to miss the call of God.  And 
the purpose God wills for us. 
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So today a reminder that the basis of the 
Christian life is our response to what we 
know of the love of God.  That we shall 
respond in the measure that we have known 
and experienced that love.   
 
And that the Christian life isn’t a matter of 
making sacrifices of bits of our time, of bits 
of our money, when we put them into some 
special box marked ‘Church’.  It’s looking at 
the whole of who we are, what we do, and 
offering it all to God in response to his love. 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and 
sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


