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Sermon for February 16th 2014. Stewardship – Giving our Talents 

Psalm 139.13-18; 1 Corinthians 12.14-26; Matthew 25.14-30 

So we are thinking about ‘Stewardship’ during February - giving our time, talents and money to 

serving God and  building up his kingdom.  I wonder whether we haven’t left something out here. 

Two weeks ago, at Candlemas, Jonathan Trigg introduced the theme of ‘Stewardship’ by referring us 

to the first verse of Paul’s Letter to the Romans chapter 12.  I’m reading from the Revised English 

Bible translation: 

‘Therefore, my friends, I implore you by God’s mercy to offer your very selves to him: a living 

sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his acceptance, the worship offered by mind and heart’. 

That sounds a tall order actually, so where do we start?  Not I think by giving our talents or indeed 

our money, but simply by making time to pray.  How indeed can we offer ourselves to God without 

prayer?  If we are to become committed Christians, then we need to pray daily, not just in church.  

At the very least we need to take a few moments each morning to commit the day to the Lord and 

to pray about what’s on our minds.    
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However there’s more to prayer than that.  If prayer is a necessary part of the Christian life, it’s 

perhaps useful to link it to the word ‘ACTS’, a word we associate with the book following the 

Gospels, called ‘The Acts of the Apostles’.  We can treat the word as a kind of acronym and it’s easily 

remembered.  So our ‘Prayer’ becomes: 

‘ACTS’  - ‘Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication’. 

When we come to church, the service begins with a hymn and a greeting.  Then we confess our sins, 

our shortcomings and the priest says the absolution.  Then we sing the Gloria.  So that includes 2 of 

the 4 elements already – Adoration and Confession.    I guess the real Thanksgiving comes in the 

Communion – the word Eucharist means Thanksgiving – that comes after the Intercessions of 

course, which always include  some supplication, or asking, both for ourselves and for others, those 

we know and those we don’t know. 

So when we come to church, the Eucharist is at the heart of our worship, but the whole service is 

important – and that acronym, ‘ACTS’ is quite a good indicator of what worship is about: 

‘Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication’. 
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The fact that the acronym ‘ACTS’ is the name of the New Testament book, the Acts of the Apostles, 

is a reminder that prayer will help us in what we do, the use of our gifts in our work and in how we 

spend our time. 

I find praying at home quite difficult – and I certainly don’t include all the elements that I should.  

Sometimes the use of a book of prayers can help, or the reciting of a psalm.   However, I’m more and 

more certain of the importance of prayer to the Christian life.  

‘Pause’ 

I’m not a huge fan of talent shows on TV, partly because I find that the noisy audience participation 

detracts from any possible enjoyment in watching the performers.  However, I have watched ‘The 

Voice UK’ once or twice, because my 16-year old nephew enjoys it. 

A few weeks ago I was impressed by the singing of Jermain Jackman, an 18-year old from Hackney.  

He lives in a part of London where there’s gang warfare, - people being stabbed because they come 

from an area with a different postcode.  Jermain is passionate about politics and is now the Labour 

Party’s youth coordinator for Hackney.  He previously won a National Citizen Service award for 

campaigning for the homeless.  He’s proud of his mum who is singlehandedly raising 5 children.  As 
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regards his singing, well he sings in church as well as for charity.  Here is a boy who sings in church 

and admits to an ambition to be the first singing black Prime Minister!   

I don’t know for sure, but I strongly suspect Jermain has a living faith that is helping him to develop 

his talents.     

The word ‘talent’ is an interesting one, because in earlier biblical times it meant a unit of weight, 

usually of silver, but sometimes copper or gold.  These weights or talents were around in the 

Assyrian, Greek and Roman civilisations.  By the time of Jesus a talent had become a unit of coinage 

worth a considerable amount, around 15 years’ wages for a labourer.  Interestingly, the present use 

of the term ‘talent’ to mean a particular ability or gift derives from what has become known as the 

‘Parable of the Talents’ in Matthew’s Gospel. 

As it stands the parable describes a man giving his servants shares of his wealth to trade with during 

his absence.  They are clearly expected to make a profit.  I suppose when we think about it a great 

many of Jesus’s parables have to do with people’s livelihoods or the use of money.  Most activity in 

first century Judea or Galilee was about making a living. 
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It’s clear from the parable that the slaves or servants were given different amounts of money or 

property to trade with, according to their abilities.  The first two servants both manage to double the 

amount they start out with, making ten talents out of five and four talents out of two.   On his return 

the master congratulates both in exactly the same words.  Both are promised greater responsibilities 

and a share in their master’s joy.   

The parable is placed in a section of the gospel which deals with the end of time and the return of 

the Lord.   If we think of the master as God or rather the Son of God, two ideas come into play, one 

being the attitude of God’s servants to the riches he makes available to them, the other being the 

work of the apostles and disciples in growing the kingdom after Jesus’ death, resurrection and 

ascension.  

If we are members of the Church today, then we must seek to serve God and to build His kingdom, 

both in our own church community and in the society in which we live and work.  We must try to put 

to good use the talents and gifts that we have.  However, we don’t need to fret about the talents we 

don’t have.  The slave who was given only 2 talents didn’t try to compete with the one who started 

out with 5.  He used the ones he’d been given and achieved a result just as praiseworthy in his 

master’s eyes as the achievement of his fellow-slave, who’d started out with so much more.  Here in 
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our church community, jealousy and rivalry have no place.  In any case we’re not seeking to promote 

ourselves, but to serve the Lord. 

It’s much more difficult to know what to make of the fate of the third slave in this story.   Is he 

someone who is just too frightened and lazy to bother much?  Well it has been suggested that this 

slave represents the scribes and Pharisees.  They are often denounced by Matthew for clinging to 

legal niceties, but closing their minds and hearts to any possibilities of fresh thinking.   

A life of faith surely means trusting in the Lord and having the courage to try something new – like 

Jermain Jackman, the young man from Hackney, who is trying to make a difference to the society he 

lives in. 

As regards All Saints, it’s really encouraging how many different people are coming forward to help 

in various ways.  There are of course different ways of approaching any task we undertake, and 

prayer and preparation will make a huge difference.  It’s also vital that efforts to help are welcomed 

and encouraged.  Those who have been around a while – and I include myself here – need to be 

open to the new ideas and inspiration that come from newer members.   
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Church is not a ‘talents’ show.  Using your talents here is not about assuming an important role or 

being regarded as important.  If we are trying to follow Jesus, he will find work for us to do.  The 

work may bring a few problems in its wake, but it will also bring joy.   

Are we on the way to being a joyful, loving church community, where people take on tasks and help 

out?  Are we a joyful, loving church community welcoming people through our welcoming new 

doors? 

Let’s sow the seeds of growth by seeking to grow in our individual discipleship, by praying each day, 

even if only for a few minutes, morning and evening. 

‘ACTS’ - ‘Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication’. 

Prayer will help us in what we do and in how we live our lives. 

 

Amen. 
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