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Encounters on the boundaries of 
knowledge
By Robert Willoughby

I feel as though they've 
been following me around 
throughout my life. It all 
began in the nativity play 
at my Roman Catholic 
prep school in Alderley 
Edge, when I was 5. 
Clearly lacking the gravitas 
to aspire to Joseph and the 
gender qualification for 
Mary I was relieved to land 
the part of the Angel 
Gabriel over the donkey or 
the ox. The shepherds and 
kings seemed like mere 
walk-on parts. Being an 
angel has serious glamour, 
though I was denied the 
singing part that the role 
cries out for. It was largely 
a matter of standing 

around and looking 
handsome, making sure 
the wings didn't drop off 
and using my natural 
attributes (averagely tall, 
blond hair, blue eyes - just 
in case you were 
wondering ...) to their best 
effect.

My time in the choir in St 
Michael's, Macclesfield 
(red ribbon) ... clergy in St 
Michael's Highgate (multi-
coloured stoles) sort of 
complete the picture. In 
between time I discovered 
Karl Barth, whom I was 
supposed to despise or be 
suspicious of as neo-
conservative. For some he 

was simply too 
conservative; for others he 
was not sufficiently 
conservative. For me, 
however, it was love at first 
reading even though he 
shared the central 
European passion for very 
long sentences, very long 
paragraphs and very long 
arguments. 

I read that Barth's 
commentary on Romans 
fell like an exploding bomb 
in the academic 
playground of the 
immediate post-WW1 
generation. And a good 
thing too. Rudolf Bultmann 
was busy declaring that it 

ANGELS

“Angels are 
evidence of 
Godʼs 
dynamic 
action in his 
broken world. 
They speak 
his word, 
protect his 
people, 
liberate 
some, 
oppose the 
forces of 
darkness and 
celebrate his 
victories in 
worship.”
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was impossible to believe in miracles in the age of 
the electric lightbulb. Needless to say, for 
Bultmann, angels simply didn't come into it. My 
early thespian experiences were all in vain: 
nothing more than frivolous theatricality. But Barth 
contributes many pages to a theology of angels in 
his massive, multi-volume Church Dogmatics - 
the first Protestant theologian since 
Calvin to offer them house-room 
(not that you can actually keep 
them out!)

The theology of angels offers us 
not just some Tolkien-esque wow-
factor at Christmas time but a 
unique point at which the unseen 
world pulls back the veil on the 
mundane world in which we spend 
our days to offer a glorious 
alternative, a rather big task even 
for angels! Barth points out that, 
when it comes to angels, it is very difficult to ask 
the right questions, let alone get the right 
answers. Reading other theologians doesnʼt help 
much either. Imagine spending your evenings 
considering how many angels could dance on a 
pinhead.

Angels straddle the divide between the material 
and the non-material worlds. They exist on the 
very boundaries of Christian knowledge. They 
denote a reality distinct from both God and 
humanity. They are neither one thing nor the 
other. Great theologians such as Augustine and 
Calvin  observed how perilously easy it is to get it 
all wrong. But good old Barth thought this was just 

the reason to pay them sustained attention. We 
might observe that, without angels, the Christmas 
story would be filleted of a very significant 
element. Moreover popular contemporary interest, 
not to say actual reported sightings, demand 
more than an airy dismissal.

So how should we 
proceed? Where do we, 
as Christian turn to get a 
better understanding of 
what angels might be, 
and what we might 
expect them to do. Barth 
makes a number of 
points, but we could 
sum them up as follows:

•He cautions against 
wild speculation and 
advises us simply to 

stick to what Scripture tells us. Where 
Scripture is silent, we must respect that 
silence. This goes against many of the 
fanciful accounts from both past and 
present. And we must be rightly 
discriminating concerning both New Age 
thinking and accounts of angelic activity 
from within the church.

• He points out that credulity isnʼt enough if 
we want to be taken seriously. We need to 
explain our belief in angels. Angels may 
exist on the fringes of reality, but there are 
observable facts enshrined in Scripture to 
take into consideration. (continued page 8)

“We should not be that surprised if we 
encounter angels in our daily lives.

 Like Abraham we might not even 
realise it (Hebrews 13:2; Genesis 18)”

Robert Willoughby

ANGELS
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Vicar’s Letter 

By Rev’d Jonathan Trigg 

In case this may have passed you by, 
on 29th October Bishop Peter licensed 

Bryce as Priest in Charge of All Saints, 
and at the same time he licensed me 

as assistant curate.   In case you are 

puzzled at this, and wonder about the 

rationale for the change, here is a 

short explanation:

I was licensed as Priest in Charge 

five years ago in September 2009, 
when Bryce was still relatively 
newly ordained, but for a good 

long while he has also been 

exercising very effective 

leadership.  It is now right that 
this should be properly 
recognised and he is given formal 
authority to exercise the ministry 
he has already been offering.  

This won’t affect the position at St 
Michael’s at all, nor will it affect 
the roles of the other clergy. All of 
us remain licensed to both All 
Saints and St Michael’s, one team 

of clergy serving two separate 

parishes.   

Bryce and I have a working 

agreement which has been 

approved by the Bishop.  It leaves 
me in overall charge of the team 

of clergy. 

It has been a great encouragement to 

me to serve as Priest in Charge at All 
Saints for the last five years and to be 

part of all that has been developing in 

the life of the parish; I’m very glad that 
I shall continue to be part of it under 
Bryce’s leadership.

AUCTION OF PROMISES

Our thanks to everyone who worked 

so hard to make the auction such a 

splendid occasion.  My thanks to 

those who provided the excellent 
supper, to everyone who offered the 

‘lots’, to those who ran the auction so 

efficiently and to everyone who came 

to bid.  The total will exceed £10,000; 
a wonderful result!

BISHOP PETER’S FAREWELL

There will be a farewell Eucharist at 
6pm on Sunday 25th January in the 

Cathedral.  All welcome.  Please book 

the date.  There will be no evening 

service at St Michael’s on that day.  
Meanwhile, here is a reminder of the 

proposals for a farewell gift to the 

Bishop, mostly excerpted from a 

message from our Archdeacon:

Bishop Peter has agreed to the 

idea that the 100 parishes in the 

Area should seek together to raise 

£50,000 for the new church 

centre at Tottenham Hale.    

Tottenham Hale is the first new 

church in a new community for 40 

years in the diocese of London.  

[Bishop Peter’s] support for the 

vision for the church here and in 

other parts of his Area where 

there are similar major 
development areas has been 

crucial to the success of this 
strategic development work. 

The gift will kick start the second 

phase of the fundraising for the 

project which has already raised 

nearly £1 million in addition to 

the donation of the shell and core 

of the building. Tottenham Hale is 
a new way of blending community 
outreach and church work which 

we intend to replicate elsewhere 

in the Area and Diocese. By 
adding credibility and 

sustainability to the work at 
Tottenham Hale this gift will 
make that further mission work in 

other parts of the Area and 

Diocese more possible.

Our thanks to those who have 

already given; if you’d like to join 

them please send your 
contribution clearly marked to 

the Parish Office at St Michael’s 
or via David Bulgin at All Saints.  
Or you can give directly online 

(https://my.give.net/
BishopPeterTribute) or by text: 
Text BPPE14 and amount to 

70070 (e.g. BPE14 £10).

THANK YOU & FAREWELL

Toril Briese, our assistant 
Director of Music , is leaving us 
at the end of the year, as she is 
returning to Sweden. We will 
miss her excellent 
musicianship, her service to the 

choir, her contributions at our 
regular concerts and her wonderful 
voluntaries. We’ll also miss her 
friendship. Thank you Toril, for all 
you have given us; God’s blessing on 

you in the future.

THE NEW MAGAZINE!

You will notice some changes in this 
edition.  A new editorial team has 
been working hard on what we hope 

will be an improved format, the first 
fruits of which can be seen in this 
special Christmas edition. We would 

be delighted to have your feedback.  If 
you have any comments on the 

changes so far please email 
n6parish@hotmail.com. Many thanks 
to the new Parish Magazine team.

This comes with my very best wishes 
for the season of Advent as we 

prepare to celebrate the joy of the 

Word made flesh. 

Jonathan
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Michael Haslam studied music at Oxford 
and piano at the Guildhall School of  
Music and Drama. He has been Musician 
at St Michael’s since 2005.

Are you a conformist or a rebel? On the 
outside I can be a conformist. For instance on 
Remembrance Sunday I always wear a suit and 
a tie. I’m more of  a rebel under the surface. I 
like debating politics - I think most politicians 
need a bit of  a kick. 
Which memory of  childhood would you 
most like to revisit?
It’s school holidays and it’s raining outside. I’m 
sitting at home playing the piano. My dad has a 
lot of  music on the shelves, and I’m just 
choosing anything I want and playing it. I 
started playing the piano when I was five – and 
at this point I’m about seven or eight. 
Which six figures – historic and present 
day – would you like to be stuck with on a 
desert island?
John Sebastian Bach and Thomas Tallis. I’d also 
love to meet and have a chat with John Browne – 
a Tudor composer who wrote complex choral 
music. Closer to our time, George Gershwin and 
Kurt Weill. To get away from music, I’d choose a 
man called AP Herbert, who wrote lyrics for 
shows, articles for Punch, trained as a lawyer and 
was elected as an independent MP for the 
University of  Oxford in 1935. He was a bit of  a 

rebel. All through the war he stood up for 
democratic rights. 
What quality do you most admire in 
others?
Honesty. Everyone regret things in their past, but 
your past is part of  who you are. I think how you 
respond to it is quite a good test. No-one can be 
completely good. The danger is that we elevate 
heroes, then become terribly disappointed when 
we discover they have feet of  clay. It’s better if  
everyone acknowledges people aren’t perfect. 
Do you have a hero?
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther 
King. All of  them had feet of  clay, but fantastic 
changes took place because of  what they did. 
When was the moment you realized you 
wanted to do what you do now?
I think I always knew. I remember going to a 
careers day when I was fifteen or sixteen and 
thinking ‘No, I can’t work in a bank.’ The only 
real choice was whether I would be a performer 
or an academic. When I left university I thought 
‘I’ll give London a year, two years. If  it doesn’t 
work out I’ll go back to university.’ But I’ve 
managed to struggle on as a performer! I do 
organ recitals. Most of  my work involves 
performing in the context of  theatre – 
conducting or playing the piano in the band.
What criticism do you most fear?

Soul 
Occupant

Meeting 
Michael 
Haslam

Interviewed by Rachel Halliburton
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Happiness? “It’s finding 
good in others... if you’ve 
got children it’s very easy 
to be happy when they 
achieve something”

Michael Haslam
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Prayer station based on “I am 
the bread of  life”

John 6:35 
Then Jesus declared, “I am the 
bread of  life. He who comes to 
me will never go hungry, and he 
who believes in me will never be 
thirsty.”

Take some bread and taste it. 
What does it mean for Jesus to be 
the bread of  life?

What are the roles of  bread?

Every time we prayer the Lord’s 
prayer we ask for our daily bread. 
What has God provided for you? 
Give thanks for God’s provision 
in your life.

There are many without access 
to the basic provisions that they 
need. 

Pray for those close to home, for 
those using the night shelter, for 
those using the food banks.

Pray for those further afield, for 
those caught up in the fighting in 
Syria and Iraq.

Pray for those working in the dire 
situations in West Africa 
currently where resources to 
battle Ebola are inadequate. 

Pray for those confirmed at the 
weekend at All Saints, that they 
might be experiencing God’s 
provision in their lives this week 
and in the weeks to come.

That I’m lazy. I do work 
hard, but I can get by on 
not enough rehearsal, seat-
of-the-pants stuff, sort of  
flying a Spitfire single-
handed. Sometimes I rely 
on that skill to get through 
something where I could 
have done more 
preparation. It’s not because 
I’m lazy, but there might be 
other things going on.
What possession do you 
have that you could not 
live without?
My family would say my 
computer. I’m on it all the 
time. It’s work and play. 
Where our parents’ 
generation would be 
reading books and 
newspapers, I do my 
reading on the computer.
If  you had to walk 
barefoot from Lands 
End to John O’Groats to 
save one thing in your 
life, what would it be?
The environment. That’s 
easy. I think it’s true that sea 
levels will rise, and a lot of  
people will be in a lot of  
trouble. Don’t buy a second 
home on the coast – that’s 
my advice…

What’s the most 
important piece of  
advice you’ve ever given
someone?
Be nice to people on the 
way up! 
How would you define 
happiness?
Finding good in others. 
That sounds a little bit 
pious, but if  you’ve got 
children it’s very easy to be 
happy when they achieve 
something, when you’re 
proud of  what they’ve done. 
Some people might think, 

‘Oh I’ve got a nice drink in 
my hand, the value of  my
house has gone up another 
hundred thousand pounds, 
that’s happiness!’ But no. 
Happiness must be being 
able to exist with other 
people in a positive way. 

St Michael’s Prayer Meeting

Every Wednesday, 8pm - 9pm, Church Hall 
St Michael’s Church
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St Michael’s Prayer Meeting
Sally Higginbottom

On the second Wednesday of  each month, St Michael’s church hosts its regular prayer meeting. 
Each month is a little different, but in general we pray for our world, our church and ourselves. In 
October we had a special prayer meeting where we considered the “I am” statements of  Jesus found 
in John’s Gospel. Each statement was attached to a prayer station located around the church. People 
were encouraged to spend a little time at each and move on when ready. The atmosphere was quiet 
and calm and several people have mentioned how moved they felt by it. 

The first station was based on the statement “I am the bread of  life” and is reproduced below. The 
others considered, “ I am the light of  the world”; “Before Abraham was, I am”; “I am the door”; “I 
am the good shepherd”; “I am the resurrection and the life”; “I am the way, the truth and the life” 
and “I am the true vine.”

The meeting lasts an hour 8-9pm. No-one has to say or do anything they don’t feel comfortable 
with and people are very welcome to come regularly or just as a one-off. The next meeting is 
Wednesday December 10th at 8pm. We will be thinking about advent and praying round the Advent 
Ring. If  you would like to pray along with us, we will be using the text from Isaiah:

 “The people 
who walked in 
darkness have 
seen a great 
light; those 
who dwelt in a 
land of  deep 
darkness, on 
them has light 
shone.” 
Isaiah 9 v 2
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ANGELS 
(continued from page 3)
 
• We must seek understanding 

in a genuinely theological way 
and not give way to rather 
baroque fantasies, however 
fascinating they might be. We 
are really asking questions 
about God, not exotic spiritual 
phenomena! 

In his Church Dogmatics Barth places 
all of his discussion in a section 
concerning the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Gospels teach us that, in Christ, 
the Kingdom of Heaven has ʻcome 
nearʼ and to some extent has ʻbroken 
intoʼ the created world. God has 
approached and the after-shocks 
reverberate throughout time and 
space. This is what he has always 
done. God whom we worship is active 
and dynamic, creating order out of 
chaos. Scripture supplies a consistent 
testimony of how he intervenes and 
makes a difference. Angels are 
evidence of Godʼs dynamic action in 
his broken world. They speak his 
word, protect his people, liberate 
some, oppose the forces of darkness 
and celebrate his victories in worship. 

Angels are not there to do what only 
God can do. They have no role in 
either creation or salvation. It was not 
an angel who died for our sins. They 
do not usurp his ultimate role. One of 
the most wonderful descriptions of 
angelic service is not the Christmas 

story (fantastic enough in its own 
right), but chapters 4 and 5 of the 
Book of Revelation, in which the seer 
describes the courts of heaven. 
Contrary to much popular exposition 
this is not a vision of the future – of 
something yet to happen. It is an 
account of how things are now. God 
exists in incomparable glory and 
majesty, surrounded by 
representatives of his creation human 
beings and angels.

Angels are where God is. There is no 
true experience of angels without 
Godʼs presence. Anything else is a 
counterfeit. They are not his rivals. 
They do not act independently of him. 
They are not mediators but agents of 
his will and purpose. They serve God 
and, in doing so, serve his people. 
There are many books on the topic of 
angelic beings available today, written 
by those who would not claim any 
orthodox Christian faith at all. 
Unfortunately there is almost no 
control on the stories that Christians 
[there seems to be a word missing 
here – doesnʼt quite make sense], 
however, interest in angels with no 
reference to God is a sterile and even 
dangerous train of thought.

In the Gospels angels announce 
Godʼs presence like messengers or 
ambassadors. Itʼs not surprising to 
read of angels at the birth of Christ or 
at his resurrection. It would be more 
surprising if they were not there. At 
both of these points in the story we 
see the majesty of God in overdrive 

and we are privileged to get a glimpse 
of the divine in action.

Throughout the Christian centuries 
artists have struggled to represent 
angels. Recently I acted as consultant 
for a childrenʼs Bible story book which 
included an illustration of angels 
ascending and descending the 
staircase in Jacobʼs dream (Genesis 
28:10-17). The artist, clearly motivated 
by an equal opportunities agenda, had 
painted several clearly female angels. 

My objections to such gender 
differentials fell on deaf ears (Mark 
12:25). The fact is that we really donʼt 
quite know what angels look like and 
attempts to represent them in art are 
reduced to the merely conventional 
and speculative. 

Suffice it to say we should not be that 
surprised if we encounter angels in 
our daily lives. Like Abraham we might 
not even realise it (Hebrews 13:2; 
Genesis 18).
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11th November 2014 marks 96 years since the end of 
the First World War. As part of our Remembrance 
Day Services, the names of the fallen from our 
parishes are read out. Our centenary project is aimed 
at discovering more about the individuals behind the 
names. To do this we are creating an online profile for 
each individual named on the Rolls of Honour of 
both St Michael’s and All Saints. The completed 
profiles are uploaded to our dedicated blog http://
stmichaelshighgatewwi.blogspot.co.uk/. A recent 
example from the project is featured in this issue of 
the magazine. 

The war memorial at the front of the church and the 
bronze tablet inside were erected in the years 
following the Great War. Roger Sainsbury researched 
the background to these monuments while working 
on his official history of the church (copies available 
at the back of the church). Roger writes, 

“In 1919, understandably, attention turned to the 
provision of a suitable war memorial:

The amount received so far for the St Michael’s War 
Memorial
is £180 out of a total of £360 required to carry out a 
Calvary Cross in the forecourt and a Memorial Tablet 
in the Side Chapel. The Committee feel there must be 
many more Members of the Congregation who wish to 
give to this object. Subscriptions
should be sent to the Treasurer, Mr. Percy Lovell, 18, 
Hampstead Lane, Highgate, as soon as possible in 
order that the Committee may proceed with the work.
3
At a meeting of the Committee on October 2nd it was 
decided that the erection of a Calvary in the 
Churchyard should be put in hand at once, funds 
being available for this purpose. A Memorial Tablet 
commemorating the names of the fallen will also be 
necessary in order to complete the Memorial. This will 
be placed in the church
as soon as the requisite amount has been subscribed; 
£75 will be required for the purpose . . .

It was a further year before the churchyard memorial 
was completed, recognising the second anniversary of 
the close of the war. The bronze tablet recording the 
names of the fallen followed six months later:

The Bishop of Willesden dedicated the Calvary on 
Sunday morning, November 7th, at 11 a.m. The 
Service he conducted was very impressive. The Cross 
was unveiled by admiral Sir Herbert Purey-Cust. The 
“Last Post” was sounded, and part of Chopin’s
Funeral March was played by members of the Band of 
the Middlesex Regiment. A Company of the 
Territorials also attended under the command of 

Major Smith. The Service was followed by a choral 
celebration of Holy Communion, at which many were
present. The Calvary was designed by Mr. Percy 
Lovell, and we are greatly indebted to him for his skill 
and advice voluntarily given. His design was 
executed by Mr. Martyn. The figure of our Lord is 
most reverently carved. The Memorial will always 
remind
us of our Lord’s Sacrifice of Himself for our 
redemption; and of those who gave their 
lives for us in the War. Their names will be inscribed 
on the Tablet in the Church.5

Some six months later the memorial inside the church 
was installed.

The Bronze Tablet recording the names of those

 connected with St. 
Michael’s who so nobly gave their lives in the late War was 
dedicated by the Vicar on the Sunday after Ascension Day. 
Special prayers authorized by the Bishop of London were 
offered after the second hymn at Matins, and as the Clergy, 
Churchwardens, and Choir returned to the Chancel hymn 
437 was sung, ‘For all the Saints who from their labours 
rest’. . .” 

We still need more volunteers to help us complete 
this project. Initially, we are collecting information on 
the named individuals and presenting this in the 
format used in the blog. Research training can be 
arranged for those who would like it, but basic 
investigations can be done freely at local libraries 
using the websites of the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (www.cwgc.org) and the Ancestry 
database (www.Ancestry.co.uk). 

Once the blog is complete, we are hoping work 
further with Highgate Scientific & Literary 
Institution and the Friends of Highgate Cemetery.

If you are interested in getting involved in the project 
in any way, please email Emma at 
causermma@yahoo.co.uk. 

WWI Centenary Project Update
Remembering
By Emma Causer
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Poppy wreath made 
by All Saints 
Sunday School 
children
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WW1 Centenary 
Blog
Remembering
By Emma Causer

St Michael's: Cuthbert Gordon Willis

In April’s issue of the magazine I wrote 
about how fortunate we were to have been 
contacted by readers in Australia who had a 
connection to men on the St Michael's Roll 
of Honour. This June, Alistair Willis from 
Queensland got in touch with us. His great 
uncle was Cuthbert Gordon Willis who was 
baptized alongside his siblings at St 
Michael's on 11 February 1897.

Willis was killed very early in the war, on 1 
November 1914. Just two weeks later 
Alistair's father was born. Named after his 
uncle as Cuthbert Gordon Willis (the third), 
he attended St Michael's School and is 
believed to have sung in the church choir 
circa 1920.

Alistair wrote:
"My great uncle’s father was also named 
Cuthbert Gordon Willis. He was a partner in 
an ironmonger business in Streatham. One 
fine day in 1894 he mounted his penny-
farthing and rode over to Hampstead Heath 
and eventually Highgate Village. He was so 
overcome by the beauty of the surrounding 
countryside that he decided to establish an 
ironmonger’s business at 51 High Street.
By 1896, Cuthbert and his wife Annie and 
six children, including Cuthbert Gordon 
Willis (Junior) were living in Highgate and 
operating an ironmongery business. After 
Annie died in 1904, Cuthbert left Highgate 
and set up a new business right under the 
entrance of Olympia in West Kensington.  
Until 1948, he made good money by selling 
ironmongery to the exhibitions that took 
place there.

Though Cuthbert had been keen to move to 
Olympia, he retained the Highgate business 
for his eldest son Albert Thomas to run. 
Because Albert was initially not old enough, 
in the interim Cuthbert leased the business. 
This arrangement was terminated in 1905 
with C. G. Willis & Co. being replaced with 
a partnership between Cuthbert and son 
Albert Thomas, C. G. Willis & Son. 

John and Eliza Ketley were also living in 
Highgate at this time, in Langdon Road 
(renamed Bredgar Road in 1937. John was 
originally from Chelmsford and a builder’s 
labourer. In 1901 a nephew born in 
Chelmsford called Ephraim William Havers, 
aged 13, came to live with them. It seems 
that John struck up a friendship with 
Cuthbert and his eldest son Albert Thomas 
because of being a customer to their 
ironmonger business. In turn Ephraim, 
known as Billy Havers, became very good 
friends with Albert and was subsequently 
godfather to Albert’s son, Gordon.

Albert’s brother, Cuthbert Gordon Willis 
(Junior) was born in 1892, the fifth of the 
six children. After school he became an 
apprentice engineer, turner and fitter.  When 
Britain was on the brink of war with 
Germany, Cuthbert enlisted as a Private in 
the 1st/14th Battalion of the London 
Regiment (London Scottish).

The London 
Scottish 
(regiment) became 
the first territorial 
army unit to see 
action in World 
War One. They 
arrived at Ypres at 
3 am on October 
29, 1914, packed 
into 34 London 
buses. Together 
with their 
commanding 
officer Sir 
Douglas Haig 
they had a brief 
rest and 
breakfast, 
before marching 
on to Geluvelt 
to build 
trenches. After 
a hard day's 
work, the 
battalion 
marched back 
to Ypres 
intending to 
rest. But there 
was no respite. 
When they 
arrived at the 
Cloth Hall, 
buses were 
waiting to 
take them on 
to another 
destination -
Armentières 
- where they 
were to 
support the 
2nd Division 
Cavalry at 
St Elooi. 
Once more they started their day by 
digging trenches but at 8am they received 
new orders. As a result the London Scottish 
set off for Messines Ridge where an 
opening had been forced in the Allied 
frontline.

Their task was to reinforce the Allied line 
and close the opening near locations known 
as Hun's Farm and Middle Farm. On two 
occasions the London Scottish not only 
halted German attacks but forced the 
Germans back from the ridge, despite the 
fact that the Scots themselves were in an 
open position. They faced overwhelming 
odds in terms of numbers and were forced to 
make do with malfunctioning weapons and 
ammunition. A third attack saw the German 
troops break through the London Scottish 
defences, leaving the Battalion with heavy 

casualties and cut off from headquarters. To 
avoid total destruction of the Battalion, 
orders were given for a retreat.

Further attacks on German positions on the 
ridge were continued by the British infantry 
and the French Brigade. Although the ridge 
was captured by the German Army, the 

efforts of the London Scottish 
had won time and 
ultimately prevented 
a far superior force 
breaking through to 
Ypres. The Scots had 
lost 394 of their 700 
officers and men in 
their short time on 
the ridge. Cuthbert 
Gordon was one of 
those losses, killed in 
action on 1 November 
1914 only 2 days after 
arriving at the front.

The child of 
Cuthbert’s older 
brother Albert was 
born in Highgate at 51 
High Street, on 13 
November 1914, less 
than two weeks after 
Cuthbert’s death in 
Belgium. Though the 
child was named 
Cuthbert Gordon Willis 
in honour of his uncle, 
he would be known as 
Gordon.  
Gordon’s godfather, 
Billy Havers, was with 
the Royal Flying Corps 
in 1915 in France and 
came across a photo of 
Cuthbert that had been 
taken in a photographic 
studio near the front line 
[see image above]. He 
gave it to Cuthbert’s 
brother Albert who then 
passed it onto his sister 
Gwen in September 1916. 
Billy Havers himself had 
an illustrious career in the 
military retiring in 1948 as 
Air Vice-Marshal Sir 

Ephraim William Havers, 
KBE.

Albert Willis moved the business from 51 to 
62 High Street and continued to operate 
there until the 1960s when he retired and 
sold up.’ 
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Cuthbert Gordon Willis 
Died 1 November 1914

Date of Birth: 29 March 1892
Place of Birth: Mitcham, Surrey

Cuthbert Gordon Willis was born in Mitcham, Surrey on 29 March 1892 to Cuthbert Gordon Willis, an ironmonger, and Annie. His siblings were Margaret Helena, Albert Thomas, Enid Annie, 
Dorothy Susannah, Norah Grace, and 
Gwyneth Mary. In 1901 Cuthbert was living with his parents and siblings at his father's ironmonger's shop at 51 High 
Street, Highgate. In 1911, he was 
working as an Engineer Turner and was living with his family at 19 Maclise 
Road, West Kensington. In his Grave 
Registration, he is referred to as "Native of Highgate, London". It would appear this is why Cuthbert is commemorated on the St Michael's Roll of Honour.

Service Details: Private 1682 of London Regiment (London Scottish) 1st/14th 
Battalion

Place of Death: 1 November 1914
Place of Burial: No Known Grave
Commemorated: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Panel 54
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Children’s and Youth work: An all age service 
has been introduced and is likely to be held 
termly, the next being on 23rd November. It was 
agreed that during the next 6 months there 
should be further development of Messy 
Church, which could be much bigger, if 
advertised beyond the congregation. There is a 
gap in attendance of children aged 8-14, which 
needs to be addressed and it is intended that a 
fresh club is created for a new cohort of young 
people. The possibility of something on a 
Sunday evening and a weekend away is being 
explored. 

Jonathan Brooks has been at St Michael’s for 
almost a year and has already made an 
impressive impact on all aspects of children’s 
and youth ministry at St Michael’s and the PCC 
conveyed their thanks and appreciation for his 
efforts.

Finance: An initial budget for 2015 shows an 
outline of the larger expenditure expected in 
future years. Standing order contributions are 
down £5,000 on those received at this time last 
year. The initial view of the budget for 2015 
shows a loss of £53,000,which includes £30,000 
for major expenditure to be set aside in order to 
fund large, ad-hoc expenditure that arises 
regularly. To avoid a deterioration of the financial 
position we need to identify ways to close the 
gap, which can either be covered by increased 
income or reduced costs, or a combination of 
both. 

Stewardship and fundraising: At the time of 
the PCC meeting, plans were well under way for 
the Auction of Promises which subsequently 
took place on October 18th. The evening was a 
great success, with a great turn-out, lots of 
exciting promises, and it raised more than 
£10,000.

Fabric: Work is under way to identify items of 
work that need to be carried out in order of 
importance that will be reviewed in conjunction 
with the church finances and budget for 2014 / 
2015.

Pastoral Care Group: A report was given on 
planned events and activities which will be 
shared once they have been ratified.

Cold Weather Shelter: St Michael’s will be 
participating in the C4WS shelter in operation at 
the URC chapel in Pond Square on Sunday 
nights from 9th November to 21st December and 
4th,11th and 18th January. This is the third year 
that St Michael’s has been involved in the 
scheme and it has been a great success. We 
encourage you to get involved if you can spare 
the time – it is a very enjoyable and rewarding 
experience.

Bishop Peter’s retirement: Bishop Peter is 
retiring at the end of the year. A presentation 
was made on 29th September when he ordained 
Robert Willoughby at St Michael’s. The Bishop 
of London asked PCCs for comments on 
challenges

 
facing a new Bishop of Edmonton and the 
necessary personal characteristics and 
competencies required. 

St Michael’s PCC
Meeting held on 18th September 2014
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Praise the Lord
Free Public 
Speaking 
Sessions
Feedback from participant

 
“It has been so 
enjoyable 
participating in the 
sessions with Corinna, 
who has a thoroughly 
professional approach 
to speaking, 
presenting and 
reading in public.   
Her sessions are so 
encouraging and 
supportive that it takes 
away any nervousness 
at being ‘up front’, 
hoping people can 
hear you and you are 
communicating. This 
is as true for readers at 

services, as for those 
leading, introducing 
and offering prayers.
 
I have also 
appreciated the 
practical hints and 
advice from Corinna 
both about delivery 
and preparation 
beforehand.  This not 
only gives confidence 
to the speaker but 
perhaps also to those 
listening.”
Jean Reed
  
Corinna is available 
for individual or 
group sessions at 
times to be arranged – 
cmarlowe@btinternet.
com.

Explore
Charity dedicated to 
teaching long term 
relationships by 
example
By Anne MacGeorge

The school 
curriculum’s lessons 
in life skills and sex 
education often omit 
the important 
emotional 
foundation created 
through 
relationships with 
friends and life 
partners. Explore 
exists to help young 
people to learn 
about long term 
relationships, 
including marriage.

Explore applies the 
principle of learning 
by experience. Young people are 
given the chance to ask ordinary 
couples frank questions about 

their marriage. 

Explore is not tied to any 
particular faith group It 
receives financial support 
comes from both C of E and 
Roman Catholic dioceses.      

Alastair and 
Anne 
Macgeorge 
have been 
supporters of 
this Trust 
since it was 
founded but 
have never 
had the 
courage to 
expose 
themselves! 
This is where 
you may 
come in.    
Give it 
thought.  

You can find out much more at 
www.theexploreexperience.co.uk 
Here you can read the 

comments of the participants, 
students, school staff and 
couples.

Do you think marriage / a 
long-term committed 
relationship is the best 
way of family life?

Have you sustained your 
relationship through 
major difficulties?  

Could you use your 
experience to help young 
people?

P a r i s h  

R e g i s t e r  S t  

M i c h a e l ’ s

Baptisms:
Henry Donald Fraser
Pax Freddie Benjamin 
Moren
Oliver Dimitrov Nikolov
Grace Lavinia Peggy 
Curtis
Penelope Lily Curtis
Vivien Grace Yvonne 
Boyd Battley
Raphael Parker Arthur 
Allen Boyd

Alexander Joseph Clyde 
Catton

Confirmation:
Jane Lorraine Fluckiger
Louis Vincent Pfeiffer
Elizabeth Penny Mary 
Richards
Claire Ridehalge
Malcolm Peter Weir
Sarah Florence Woodburn

Funerals
William John Pegram
John Mead

(No weddings – so no 
mention)

mailto:cmarlowe@btinternet.com
mailto:cmarlowe@btinternet.com
mailto:cmarlowe@btinternet.com
mailto:cmarlowe@btinternet.com
http://www.theexploreexperience.co.uk
http://www.theexploreexperience.co.uk


13

Auction your very own clergy master chef team for an 
evening of culinary blessings!

On Saturday evening, 18th October, a happy throng of 
church-goers gathered in the downstairs  hall of the 
United Reform Church in Pond Square to raise funds 
for our church and our Mission Partners.  We have 
important and necessary plans for repairs  and 
improvements  to our church building; the roof of the 
Upper Hall, the audio-visual system, and high level 
stone work repairs  to the spire and north elevation.  All 
of these require a great deal of money which at 
present we just don’t have.  These projects  will depend 
for a large part on the generosity of the congregation – 
but on 18th October we certainly made a significant 
start to the fundraising necessary by raising over 
£10,000 in auction donations, ticket sales  and last but 
not least, almost £500 on the raffle!    As we have done 
before, we will be giving 10% of the net proceeds to 
our Mission Partners  at home and overseas: Caris  in 
Haringey, Kirima School in Uganda, the African 
Institute for Contemporary Mission and Research 
(AICMAR) in Western Kenya, The Bible Society and 
Barnabas Fund.

Ably led by retired professional auctioneer John 
Matthews, nearly 90 people packed the hall at the 
URC and thrilled to the auctioneer’s  call, bidding for 
over 60 varied and exciting promises  – from 
babysitting, to lessons in everything from maths to 
music, to theatre tickets, to culinary goodies, to two 
gigs  performed by our very own in-house band ‘The 
Doghouse’, to a ghost walk, and holidays in this 
country and abroad, to name just a few of the terrific 

promises  offered.  But, as  was  the case 7 years  ago, the 
most hotly bid item of the night, which resulted in a 
massive donation of £460, was for our multi-talented 
clergy to appear as  (master) chefs  and butlers  for a 
night and cook a three course meal for the lucky 
winners.  Thank you, Jonathan & Co, for being such 
sports!  A massive thank you also to all of you who 
offered such wonderful promises  and to those of you 
who came along on the night to bid.

The evening kicked off with a superb meal of salmon 
and couscous  prepared by Veronica and served by a 
willing band of helpers.  Special thanks are also due to 
Lauren Patman who helped wash up and act as  ‘sous 
chef ’ all evening, to Lawrence West who acted as  bid 
recorder and to Matthew and Sarah Woodburn who 
did everything from laying tables  to acting as runners 
for the evening.  It finished with a raffle with fantastic 
prizes  including a sumptuous  basket of fruit and a pair 
of electronic jousting knights (!), as  well as  many 
vouchers for services  offered by the businesses  in 
Highgate Village – we know how often they get asked 
for such things, so a huge thank you to them too.

The Stewardship and Fundraising Committee – Mark Dailey, 
Roger Sainsbury, Alan West, Virginia West, Gilly Wesley – 
ably assisted by Kay Langley-May and Veronica Sanderson

St Michael’s Auction 
of Promises
Good Times Good 
Cause
By Gilly Wesley
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In Germany children not only look forward to 
Santa delivering presents. They are told that 
the “Christkind” (baby Jesus) gives them 
Christmas presents, too. “Waiting for baby 
Jesus” was the Christmas motto for me as a 
child growing up in Germany. 
Usually this “waiting time” starts with the first 
Sunday in Advent, when we would light the first 
candle on our Advent wreath made from fresh 
pine twigs, laid on the dining table.
My mum and I had baked lots’ of different 
Christmas biscuits in the weeks before, all 
sorted and arranged in various tins. We would 
sit with my grandparents, drink tea and eat 
these delicious biscuits. If the first snow fell on 
that Sunday, then the Christmas season had 
definitely started (These days, seeing shop 
windows full of Christmas decoration in early 
November feels somewhat out of place...)
To help mark the wait I usually had an Advent 
calendar with a little present for each of the 24 
days until Christmas. It was handmade and 
cross-stitched by my grandmother and had 
little pockets which my mum would fill with 
small presents or chocolates. Each day I would 
take out one present only, taking two would 
have felt very wrong. 

The days seemed to pass so slowly, but 
Christmas was clearly on its way. At school 
and at home we would add bits and pieces to 
our Christmas decoration. The Christmas 
markets started and going there, especially in 
the evening when all the little lights shone 
seemed a magical adventure. You almost 
expected the Christkind to appear out of 
nowhere.

The 6th December was another special moment 
on this Advent journey to Christmas: the day 
when St Nicholas comes during the night and 
puts presents into the shoes and boots of every 
child. I would have to clean my boots (or 
wellies, you could fit more presents into them!) 
and leave them outside our door so “Nikolaus” 

could fill them with little treats overnight. Most 
of the time it was a tangerine, some nuts, 
chocolates and a small toy.

With every day counting down towards 
Christmas Eve the excitement grew. I was 
blissfully unaware of all the hectic preparations 
occupying my parents and somehow they 
managed to keep the magic alive and the hard 
work unseen.

On Christmas Eve the last shopping was done 
in the morning as shops closed at 2pm. From 
then on it was holiday time, nothing was open 
for the next 2 1/2 days and outside would be 
the most amazing stillness - as if everyone was 
holding their breath in great anticipation.

To make sure that I was out of the way and 
would not disturb “Christkind”, our TV set was 
moved to my room (a treat in itself ) and 
children’s movies kept me entertained. In the 
meantime my dad would sneak in the Christmas 
Tree and decorate it, my mum would prepare 
dinner. 

One particular Christmas I just couldn’t bear to 
wait any longer. “If only I could catch a glimpse 
at what’s going on outside my room”, I thought. 
I peeped through the keyhole and just as I was 
looking through it there was Christkind floating 
along our corridor. Then I heard my dad ring 
the little silver bell that told me that all was 
ready for celebration. I opened my door, 
walked into the living room and hoped for 
Christkind to greet me. The Christmas tree 
with beeswax candles, lovely presents and my 
parents, all was as it should be on this special 
night, but only I had seen Christkind. To this 
day I am convinced that Christkind had come!

“The days seemed to pass so slowly, but 
Christmas was clearly on its way.”

Waiting for Christkind
A Childhood Memory
By Andrea Pfeiffer
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St Michael’s Church
South Grove, Highgate N6

‘Saturdays at Six’

‘La Nativité du Seigneur’
Neuf  méditations pour orgue

(Olivier Messiaen)

Performed by

Paul Dean

Saturday 13th December 2014
6pm

Admission free    Concert lasts 1 hour



 “Come aboard Time: already it is 
setting out. It carries you along, and you 
know neither how nor where it is taking 
you.” So writes Hans Urs von Balthasar in 
his beautifully poetic work Heart of the 
World. I wonder how much Prebendary C. 
B. Dalton would have agreed when first 
setting up All Saints’ 150 years ago: 
“Time…you know neither how nor where it 
is taking you.” I imagine he would have 
agreed whole-heartedly. Who knew, in 
January 1864, when the then Bishop of 
London Dr Archibald Tait consecrated All 
Saints, that 150 years later the current 
Bishop of London, Richard Chartres, would 
be here to help us celebrate? But the 
Christian Church has a history of hoping. 
And so, while there may not have been the 
knowledge 150 years ago, I am sure there 
was the hope that All Saints’ Parish Church 
in Highgate on the corner of Talbot and 
Church Roads would still be serving and 
following Christ to this day.

 It has been a wonderful 150th 
Anniversary year, one that has been marked 
by so many occasions and events. As 
mentioned, Bishop Chartres’s presence and 
message really got the year rolling. It was 
our hope that his visit would provide the 
momentum to make this year all that it 
could be and so it has proved. We have 
experienced everything from a “packed 
house” at our Food Festival in September to 
an uplifting celebration concer t that 
brought together many local singing 
groups. Add to this a wonderfully successful 
and rewarding Stewardship Campaign and 
the appointment of Bryce as our “new” 
Priest in Charge and the year has been 
truly unforgettable and rewarding. The 
uncertainty 150 years ago was felt on a 

smaller scale last year at this time: we 
didn’t know what 2014 would bring us by 
way of celebration and experience but we 
hoped that it would be a year to 
appropriately mark this momentous time.

 And now…well now we go forward 
with that same hope; the Christian hope. 
This time of year—from All Saints’ to 
Remembrance to Christ the King to Advent 
and Christmas—is a time of hope. We are 
reminded that we are a people of hope. 
Hope keeps us forever reliving our past here 
in the present with our eyes on the future. I 
am sure that (hope) was what gave everyone 
the confidence in 1864 at All Saints, at its 
consecration and founding. I am sure that 
this is still our confidence today: our hope 
in God through his resurrected and living 
Son Jesus Christ made present by the 
mysterious and wonderful work of the Holy 
Spirit. One thing we can always be sure of 
is that all this is a journey. A journey with 
God but a journey nonetheless. Von 
Balthasar hit upon this a little later in 
Heart of the World: “Perfection lies in 
fullness of journey. For this reason, never 
think you have arrived.” Enlivened by the 
past and reinforced by our present we 
journey on at All Saints’. And we do so 
always with hope.

150 Years All Saints’
Celebrating Hope
Anonymous
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Louis Pfeiffer (a member of 
the St Michael’s 
congregation) is 14 and 
attends North Bridge House 
Senior School.
Mary Barker (a member of 
the All Saints congregation) 
is retired, and worked as 
Assistant Executive Director 
of the International Dental 
Federation

What’s the best piece of music 
you’ve ever danced to?

Louis: Probably Stevie Wonder’s 
‘Superstition’.
Mary: I did a lot of Scottish dancing. 
I particularly liked Strathspeys [a 
slow stylised dance in 4/4 with 
dotted rhythms.]

What’s your most significant 
political memory?

Louis: Boris Johnson’s election. I 
thought some of the debates were 
very entertaining. He did a very good 
job with the Olympics. I think he’d 
have a good chance at being Prime 
Minister. David Cameron has never 
really sparked my interest.

Mary: Hearing that nobody had a 
clear majority in the last election. I 
was quite happy about that, because 
I though that would restrain the 
extreme right wingers.

continued on page 19

The HCC is an evening of fun, 

with a time to think about some 

big issues. It runs every 

Monday evening, during school 

terms, 7.30-9pm. Open to all 

young people in seconday 

school and above, meet on the 

sofas in the Bunker.

We play games - including 

'stealth' in the church building - 

and spend some time watching 

a video, reading the Bible and 

working out what we think.

If you'd like to come, maybe just 

to find out more, do get in touch 

Hot Chocolate Club

At Kirima School, 
which St Michael’s 
has been supporting 
for many years, kids 
show off new books 
and beautiful 
paintings.  

GENERATION Y



by John Havergal
• • •

GREAT THINGS HAPPENING!

We have been concentrating a 
series of topical themes 
throughout the autumn. In the 
build-up to Harvest Festival, 
the children thought about 
where we get our food from 
and how this is different for 
children in other parts of the 
world. Even if we shop at 
Tescos, God has to support the 
supply chain! With the terrible 
evolving events in West Africa 
we ran a series of Sunday 
School lessons on understanding 
the Ebola tragedy, thinking 
about what we could do to help 
and understanding Jesus’s role 
as a healer. Throughout 

October the children raised 
money for the Save The 
Children Ebola fund through 
a series of sponsored 
activities. Activities ranged 
from baking and selling 
cakes and biscuits, knocking 
on doors 
to raise 
money, 
and a 

mammoth  
sponsored read of 100 books by 
5 year old twins Simone and 
Yasmin. Amazingly the children 
raised over £1300 between 
them. In preparation for 
Remembrance Sunday the 
children have been discussing 
the sacrifices made by those 
who fought in wars which allow 
us to live with 
freedom and 

equality in a 
supportive society. 
Again we have made 
a poppy wreath, 
from poppies made 
and decorated by 
the children.  This 
will be presented 
during the 

Remembrance Service.

Many thanks to all those who 
help out on Sundays, and make 
the Sunday school interesting, 
exciting and varied from week 
to week. Children of all ages 
are very welcome to come and 
join us.

1. 	
 Harvest Festival

2. 	
 Healing Ebola

3. 	
 Raising Money to help

4. 	
 Mammoth book read

5. 	
 P o p p y 
Wreath

6. 	
 Learning

7. 	
 Fun

WHAT’S UP
All Saints Sunday School have had 
a very busy Autumn following on 
from the excitement generated by 
the TWO bouncy castles at the All 
Saints Food Festival! The crèche 
continues to be very busy with a 
steady stream of new recruits. With 
the start of a new school year, we 
have had many children “graduate“ 
to the Big Sunday school, and a new 
generation of children have taken 
control of upstairs!

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY SCHOOL

Simone and Yasmin raised money for 
the Save The Children Ebola fund 

Children showing 
pictures they have 
drawn of  how we 

get our food at 
Harvest Festival



GENERATION Y

What’s your favourite piece of 
technology?

Louis: Probably my iPhone. I can 
easily Google things when I’m not 
sure about them! I use it a bit for 
social networks, and I play games 
on it. I enjoy Lego Star Wars, Robot 
Unicorn Attack 2 and Run Fat Boy 
Run.

Mary: I would imagine my car. It’s a 
Nissan Micra. I learned to drive 
after I retired at 60. Up till that point 
I travelled a lot with my job.

What do you think the biggest 
challenge is for your generation?

Louis: So much has been 
achieved already in terms of 
technology, it’s difficult to know how 
my generation will do better. Just 
look at the mobile phone. You can 
do so much with such a little device 
– how can you achieve more than 
that?! I also worry about the 
environment quite a lot. My family 
doesn’t have a car or a TV. We also 
buy organic food and try and save 
electricity. But there are some 
things you just can’t give up. I don’t 
think I could ever become a 
vegetarian.

Mary: The challenges face us all. I 
was a child during the war – but on 
the other hand I was extremely 
fortunate in that I didn’t have to pay 
for my university education. Unlike 
the poor students today who are 
having to cough up thousands. The 
environment of course is a concern 
– especially water. It’s a problem in 
the Middle East – distribution of the 
water between Israel and Palestine.

Why do you come to church?

Louis: I’ve always been very 
interested. There are some bits in 
the Bible I find difficult to believe, 
but I’ve always wanted to learn. It’s 
also nice meeting all the people 
here. We have a really nice 

congregation – all these people 
have different views and a different 
story to tell.

Mary: Because I always have. My 
family has a tradition in it – my 
grandfather was clergyman, my 
great-grandfather was a canon, the 
Rector of Blackpool. In the village 
where I grew up we had a lovely 
Norman church and my parents 
were very strong church people. 

What achievement makes you 
most proud?

Louis: Last year I got a group 
together for a Battle of the Bands. 
We practiced a lot and we won. We 
sang ‘Another One Bites the Dust’ 
by Queen. I was singing! It was 
definitely a moment when I felt we’d 
worked really hard for something 
and got it.

Mary: That I ran a happy 
international office. I worked for an 
NGO – the International Dental 
Federation - and we organized very 
large world congresses and trade 
exhibitions every year as well as 
scientific programmes. 

What word do you use to denote 
approval?

Louis: I used to say things were 
‘sick’. But I probably wouldn’t say 
that any more. Maybe ‘awesome’ or 
‘great’.

Mary: I don’t use just one word. 
Frankly I think that’s a rather stupid 
question. 

Which author best sums up the 
world you live in?

Louis: Maybe Stephen Fry. I think 
he’s very charismatic and yet he’s 
very good at telling the world his 
problems, and that’s really helpful.

Mary: I cannot think. I would put 
Jane Austen quite high. 
Shakespeare. Dickens. And I like a 
lot of the detective stories. 
Originally the Dorothy L Sayers. 

GET INVOLVED

“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;

    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,

to give his people the knowledge of salvation

    through the forgiveness of their sins,

because of the tender mercy of our God.”

Zechariah's song (on the birth of John the Baptist, Luke 1:76-78)

Teaching Sunday 
School, enjoying Messy 

Church, Singing in the 
Choir, joining the 11:15 
band - lot’s of fun to be 

had!



We’re too excited to sleep!
Jonathan	  Brooks	  revels	  in	  the	  childlike	  simplicity	  of	  Christmas	  Eve

CHR I S TMAS 	   E V E
What	  is	  Christmas	  Eve	  in	  your	  household?	  Not	  Christmas	  Day	  –	  the	  orgy	  of	  presents,	  food	  and	  far-‐flung	  rela>ves	  is	  yet	  to	  
come	  –	  but	  Christmas	  Eve.	  Perhaps	  it’s	  a	  hive	  of	  household	  chores,	  of	  wrapping	  paper,	  carrot	  peelings	  and	  napkins.	  Perhaps	  
it’s	  a	  day	  of	  uncontrolled	  excitement	  and	  burgeoning	  glee.

Perhaps	  your	  Christmas	  Eve	  is	  like	  the	  Disneyland	  advert	  from	  several	  years	  ago.	  Young	  siblings	  clambering	  over	  the	  bed	  in	  
wide-‐eyed	  wonderment,	  “too	  excited	  to	  sleep”.	  Their	  infec>ous	  joy	  soon	  has	  the	  parents	  lying	  awake,	  dreaming:	  an	  early	  
night	  before	  a	  long	  journey	  is	  not	  in	  prospect	  for	  anyone.

For	  as	  long	  as	  I	  can	  remember,	  Christmas	  has	  begun	  with	  The	  Snowman	  on	  Christmas	  Eve.	  The	  vegetables	  chopped	  and	  the	  
dates	  stuffed	  with	  marzipan,	  the	  family	  gathers	  in	  front	  of	  the	  television.	  The	  tray	  is	  loaded	  with	  mince-‐pie	  and	  wine	  for	  
Father	  Christmas,	  and	  carrot	  and	  potato	  (don’t	  ask)	  for	  the	  reindeer.	  With	  stockings	  laid	  out	  in	  front	  of	  the	  fireplace,	  the	  
table	  adorned	  and	  the	  hoovering	  done,	  we	  head	  to	  bed	  with	  sa>sfied	  glee.

Whatever	  Christmas	  Eve	  is	  for	  you,	  there’s	  probably	  no	  annual	  day	  that	  can	  surpass	  it	  for	  sheer	  an>cipa>on.	  Whether	  you’re	  
fliTng	  between	  hundreds	  of	  jobs,	  or	  your	  children	  are	  bouncing	  off	  the	  walls,	  there	  is	  a	  special	  quality	  to	  Christmas	  Eve.	  In	  

its	  way,	  there	  is	  a	  solemnity	  to	  it;	  a	  s>llness	  –	  a	  wai>ng.	  Children	  are	  par>cularly	  
immune	  to	  cynicism,	  but	  the	  foretaste	  of	  joy,	  a	  sense	  of	  momentous	  portent,	  is	  
available	  to	  all	  of	  us.	  We’re	  not	  excitable	  toddlers,	  but	  we	  too	  can	  join	  the	  carefree	  
party.

On	  Christmas	  Eve,	  the	  birth	  of	  God	  in	  flesh	  that	  we	  can	  touch	  and	  feel	  is	  such	  
unadulterated,	  pure	  good	  news	  that	  it	  is	  uYerly	  serene	  and	  completely	  secure.	  It	  is	  
so	  auspicious	  that	  it	  threatens	  to	  take	  over	  Christmas	  Eve;	  it	  is	  so	  good	  that	  it	  makes	  
a	  party	  for	  me	  too.	  In	  the	  morning,	  there	  will	  be	  a	  shortage	  of	  AA	  baYeries	  and	  the	  
potatoes	  will	  be	  burned,	  someone	  will	  have	  a	  disappoin>ng	  present	  and	  lunch	  will	  be	  
late	  –	  but,	  on	  Christmas	  Eve	  especially,	  I	  can	  revel	  in	  the	  good	  news	  of	  Jesus’	  birth.	  I	  
can	  abandon	  scep>cism,	  and	  stop	  worrying	  that	  there’s	  a	  detail	  I’ve	  forgoYen.	  I	  can	  
luxuriate	  in	  the	  unerring	  generosity	  and	  unblemished	  integrity	  of	  Christmas.	  I	  can	  join	  
the	  carefree	  party.

Christmas	  will	  be	  busy	  and	  stressful	  –	  when	  is	  it	  not.	  But	  in	  that	  Disney	  advert,	  the	  
parents	  were	  as	  excited	  as	  their	  children.	  On	  Christmas	  Eve,	  I	  think	  we	  can	  we	  be	  too.	  

Poll Results
What’s the chore?
getting ready for the big one

Hoovering	
 38%

Laying the table	
 34%

Fire burning	
 16%

Chopping vegetables	
 6%

Stuffed dates	
 4%

Feeding the reindeer	
 2%

Everything was ready. The 
moment God had been waiting 
for was here at last! God was 
coming to help his people, just as 
he promised in the beginning.

But how would he come? What 
would he be like? What would he 
do?

Mountains would have bowed 
down. Seas would have roared. 
Trees would have clapped their 
hands. But the earth held its 
breath.

As silent as snow falling, he came 
in. And when no one was 
looking, in the darkness, he 
came.

From the (truly excellent) Jesus 
Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-
Jones. oppose the forces of 
darkness and celebrate his 
victories in worship.”


