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In the Back 

Welcome to the Easter Magazine! 

Our Comment section tackles subjects as 

complex as poverty, justice and suffering. 

Jonathan Trigg and Bryce Wandrey encour-

age us to think and analyse, whilst Robert 

Pfeiffer invites us to meditate and ponder. 

Kitty Sage has an update from the St 

Michael’s Sunday afternoon Messy Church. 

In the People section we meet members of 

our congregations. Sally populates her ideal 

desert island, and we meet Sara Menato and 

Andy Spanring, musicians at All Saints. 

Rosemary Beattie recalls many decades of 

worship at St Michael’s. 

Our section, Building the Kingdom, introduc-

es the six St Michael’s Mission Partners, 

with a special focus on AICMAR and 

Fairtrade. Through our partners we hope to 

build God’s Kingdom beyond our parish, par-

ticularly at Easter. 

Turn to Our Church for the latest PCC re-

port, and important updates from the St 

Michael’s Treasurer and Wardens. 

Finally, In the Back, Jonathan Brooks ex-

plores how children encounter faith. And on 

page 23 there’s a crossword for you to try! 

We hope you enjoy the magazine, reading, 

thinking and even learning. In the pages that 

follow, we hope you will be challenged and 

comforted, but also go deeper into our 

Highgate parishes. 

Happy Easter! 

Robert Pfeiffer, Rachel Halliburton 

and Jonathan Brooks 
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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 
The Bishops on the 2015 General Election 
Jonathan Trigg 

Who is my Neighbour? 

isn’t the snappiest of publica-

tions. It’s the 52-page letter 

from the House of Bishops 

looking at how Christians 

should approach this year’s 

general election. Certainly it 

couldn’t have been declaimed 

in every parish church on a 

Sunday morning in the way 

that the Roman Catholic Bish-

ops’ pastoral letter was on 1st 

March. But you will find much 

food for thought in it, and I 

commend it to you. (See the St 

Michael's website for a copy.)  

Underlying the argument is the 

idea that just as Christianity is 

an incarnational faith, in that 

we worship the God who took 

flesh and entered our life; so 

Christians should not withdraw 

from the world, but be en-

gaged in it and work for justice 

and good. From that comes 

the simple duty of Christians to 

vote (although this is not stat-

ed explicitly), as well as the 

clear principle that we must 

not let the way we vote be 

guided by pure self-interest or 

group- interest.  

However I’m going to risk sug-

gesting that there may be a 

diffculty. The bishops assert 

that their purpose is:  

…to help church members and 

others consider the question: 

how can we negotiate these 

dangerous times to build the 

kind of society which many 

people say they want but 

which is not yet being ex-

pressed in the vision of any of 

the parties? 

Their answer to this question 

is to look back to the Labour 

government of 1945 and the 

Conservative government of 

1979 as administrations of real 

stature and vision, which 

changed the climate of their 

times.  In their very different 

ways both left a significant 

positive legacy for the country, 

but in so doing bequeathed us 

an uneasy balance between 

the free market and the re-

sponsibility of the state.  

The implication seems to be 

that we should regret the dull 

apathy of current politics 

where a growing number can-

not be bothered to vote, partly 

because they know that elec-

tions are decided in a handful 

of marginal seats, partly be-

cause they don’t think the poli-

ticians can or will do anything 

significant to create a society 

that is truly worthwhile.   

I am a little sceptical about the 

possibility of a vision for socie-

ty which all can embrace. Eu-

ropean history is filled with ex-

amples of large groups of peo-

ple uniting around a common 

vision and voting to back it. 

Sometimes what transpires, 

far from being encouraging, 

can be very frightening, when 

a government elected on a 

powerful tide is tempted to as-

sume totalitarian powers. 

Paradoxically, a degree of ap-

athy might just be a sign of 

relative health.  

Nor am I sure that hoping for 

one party or another to come 

up with something near to the 

full prospectus on all the is-

sues will do much good. If we 

think of democracy as a way of 

enacting the people’s will for 

the good of everyone on all the 

major issues of the day, it is 

tantamount to asserting that 
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we must conduct referenda on 

every major issue. Perhaps it 

is useful to see democracy 

more modestly as the pre-

cious, hard- won right to re-

move a government which 

hasn’t earned the nation’s 

trust, and to replace it with an-

other whose proposals, taken 

as a whole, come nearer to 

alignment with more of the de-

sires and hopes of the people. 

What may be missing from the 

letter is a sharper reflection on 

the human condition.  Yes, we 

are required to work for the 

Kingdom, we should aim for a 

society in which communities 

are nurtured and in which indi-

viduals can flourish, but we 

have to do this in a mixed and 

often dangerous world where 

hopes conflict and many peo-

ple will continue to put them-

selves first.  Thus more than a 

touch of healthy scepticism is 

justified, and we have to trim 

our expectations accordingly. 

We have only one vote. We 

must use this to decide wheth-

er the economy, education, 

health, the preservation or the 

break- up of the UK, the EU, 

immigration, protection of the 

environment, climate change 

or some other issue deserves 

to be the controlling factor.  Or 

whether we can find a party 

whose policies most closely 

match our hopes and princi-

ples on several of these. 

Or—and I don’t think this is 

necessarily wrong—we may 

decide that keeping one party 

(whose policies we believe to 

be potentially harmful) out 

overrides everything else, and 

decide to vote tactically. Chris-

tians will find themselves on 

both sides of all the issues I 

have mentioned. 

Yet amid all these complex 

decisions, two things are clear. 

First, the command of the Lord 

to love the neighbour is the 

call to abandon self-

centredness in all the deci-

sions we make, including the 

way we vote.   It is the call to 

enlarge our sympathies. Sec-

ond, we are told to pray for 

those in authority. These are 

indeed dangerous and confus-

ing times, as the Bishops have 

said. All the more reason for 

asking God's blessing and his 

guidance for this country as 

we elect a new House of Com-

mons. 

urge that supplications, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings should be made 

 and who are in high 

so that we may lead a quiet and 

in all and dignity. 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-2 

Comment 
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EASTER MEDITATION 
Mary in the Garden 
Robert Pfeiffer 

She walks slowly through the 

garden. The fresh green 

around her seems unfocused, 

unreal. Her steps seem to 

have little purpose, as one fol-

lows the other. Yet somehow 

they take her towards the rock 

face into which the tombs are 

hewn. 

How can it be that he is no 

longer with them? Does not 

everything around her and in-

side her depend on him and 

live in communication with 

him? The wind that he calmed, 

the trees that he blessed (and 

cursed!), the city below her 

over which he wept, her mind 

that he liberated from demons, 

her life that he transformed 

forever. For him to be out of 

this world and for this world to 

be without him makes no 

sense. 

Images haunt her mind. The 

thorns cutting into his head, 

his whipped and bleeding 

body, collapsing under the 

heavy cross, the nails driven 

through his feet and through 

his hands, the man hung on a 

tree left to die in agony. She 

wants to hate the men who 

have perpetrated this but al-

ways his eyes come back to 

her, seem to look into her 

eyes, into her soul. In those 

eyes was no hate, was no ac-

cusation, in those eyes was 

forgiveness only. Forgiveness 

and immense, all consuming 

pain. Such pain which even 

the cruel torture of the cross 

seemed incapable to explain. 

Pain that ebbed and flowed, a 

sea, an ocean of pain all in the 

eyes of one man. How she felt 

that these eyes would overflow 

with all that pain, overflow and 

breach the dykes of what a 

soul can bear. 

None of us could be with him 

in this his most lonely hour, 

she thinks. We were all afraid, 
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powerless, overwhelmed and 

bereft of all hope. Never had 

we witnessed a situation that 

he had not been able to lead 

us through. Never had we 

seen him hang his head, his 

arms stretched in utter defeat. 

Where was his father to whom 

he had spoken so regularly, 

spoken like one who cannot be 

separated from this father in 

heaven?  

She rebukes herself as this 

thought runs through her head. 

Even after the devastating 

events she has witnessed, it 

seems to go contrary to every-

thing her Lord has taught her. 

Yet the chasm between belief 

and the world’s harsh realities 

has never seemed so great. 

She strives to recall the times 

when God was a source of 

comfort and not this terrible 

despair. 

Suddenly, in front of her, up 

rises the rock face, pock 

marked by the individual 

tombs, each one covered by a 

heavy stone. His grave is here 

to the left she knows and she 

looks for the massive stone 

the soldiers had rolled in front 

of the tomb to make sure no 

one could take away his body. 

There it is. Her eyes widen 

with astonishment, her mouth 

seeks to form a word to give 

expression to her bewilder-

ment. The stone is rolled aside 

and there, open before her, is 

his tomb. 

Now she is running, forgetting 

that this is a solemn place, 

careless of what others may 

think of her behaviour. She 

reaches the entrance, steps 

inside the empty tomb and 

finds nothing but the cloth that 

covered the dead rolled up, 

lying in a corner. 

She is overcome by terror and 

confusion. Dazed, she stum-

bles out of the tomb, frantically 

seeking help, help from any-

one who may happen to come 

into the gardens, anyone who 

perchance may be near. "Sir," 

she addresses a stranger who 

has just walked up to the rock 

face, "Sir, please help me!" 

Calmly he replies, "Why are 

you crying? What are you 

looking for?" 

Thinking he is the gardener, 

she says "Sir, if you have car-

ried him away, tell me where 

you have put him." 

Jesus says to her, "Mary." 

She turns towards him and 

cries out, "Rabboni!" 

Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here: He has risen! 

 
Luke 24:5-6 
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THE GOODNESS OF GOD 
Stephen Fry and a world of suffering  
Bryce P. Wandrey 

If you walked up to the pearly 

gates and were confronted by 

God, what would you say to 

him, her or it? This was the 

question put to Stephen Fry by 

Gay Byrne on his TV show, 

The Meaning of Life. Fry’s an-

swer instantly went viral. This 

was due to more than the clout 

of his celebrity – his concerns 

hit a wide range of issues that 

resonate through the ages. 

“How dare you create a world 

in which there is such misery 

that is not our fault?” he de-

clared. “It’s not right, it’s utter-

ly, utterly evil. Why should I 

respect a capricious, mean-

minded, stupid God who cre-

ates a world which is so full of 

injustice and pain? ...The God 

who created this universe, if it 

was created by God, is quite 

clearly a maniac, utter maniac. 

Totally selfish. We have to 

spend our life on our knees 

thanking him?! What kind of 

god would do that?” 

Well, what can we, people of 

faith in the God who creates, 

say to such things? First and 

foremost, I think we can say, “I 

am with you Stephen. I am 

with you. If that is God, I will 

stand right alongside you. If 

that is God, I will follow Ivan, 

the alienated rationalist in Dos-

toevsky’s The Brothers Kara-

mazov, and hand my “ticket” 

back to God.” I think that is a 

valid response. But here is a 

second response that is equal-

ly valid. That is not our God. 

This capricious, mean-minded 

deity that Stephen Fry and so 

many others have described 

as god is not the God of Chris-

tian faith and theology. 

Many respectable thinkers 

have given the impression that 

the Christian God could be 

mistaken for the god described 

by Fry – not least Bertrand 

Russell. So how do we argue 

that their God isn’t the Chris-

tian God? Well, we can assert 

that we believe in a God who 

has created this world but not 

one who has created suffering 

and death. 

Admittedly, that is a fine line to 

tread – acknowledging God as 

our creator, but not deeming 

this creator to be responsible 

for everything that has evolved 

out of the creative process. 

Yet this is a belief that we try 

your best to maintain – the in-

herent goodness of creation 

and God in the face of all the 

opposites or absences. For if 

we don’t maintain that, then 

we would be worshipping a 

selfish, maniacal God. 

Before I get to my real point, I 

need to first run through some 

caveats. And hopefully, they 

won’t disappoint you too much 

– hopefully they won’t take the 

wind out of the sails. 

Caveat 1: No matter what we 

say, we have to admit that we 

don’t have God all sewn up. 

No matter what I might say in 

response to Fry and others I 

don’t want to give the impres-

sion that we have God figured 

out. I don’t. We don’t. We do 

our best. And, given the inter-

pretative key that I will use to-

wards the end of this article, 

I do my best to say why I think 

the God we worship isn’t the 
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one that Fry and so many ac-

cuse us of worshipping (even if 

they aren’t speaking specifical-

ly of the Christian God). 

Caveat 2: We don’t have an 

answer for suffering. Or, at 

least, we cannot explain suf-

fering suffering in relation to 

God in a way that makes it 

okay. We can’t, and we 

shouldn't. How could we? We 

have our theories of how evil 

and suffering have crept into 

our world, a good world creat-

ed by a good God. But those 

theories, should never allow us 

to conclude that we are now 

okay with it all because we 

think we understand the ori-

gins or causes. Actually, be-

cause we believe in a good, 

loving and life-giving God, we 

should be just as appalled as 

Stephen Fry at the suffering of 

this world. Our God is appalled 

at it too. 

We believe in a God who is 

the author of creation; the Cre-

ator. We also believe that God 

bestowed his creatures with 

what we call ‘free will’. The 

Christian tradition has tried to 

explain some of the suffering 

of this world in relation to the 

creature’s ability to choose — 

to choose not only good but 

also to choose evil. This free-

dom inevitably means that cre-

ation and the evolutionary pro-

cess also has an element of 

freedom or unpredictability to 

it. I say this to conclude with… 

Caveat 3: We cannot laud 

the quality of freedom but then 

expect the divine to impede its 

use. We can’t say, “Isn’t God 

great for giving us free-

dom!” (for we surely have it) 

but then demand God stop all 

the abuses of freedom. Taken 

to many of its logical conclu-

sions, that would make life 

pretty hard to live. (See CS 

Lewis’ The Problem of Pain for 

a fuller discussion) This leads 

us to… 

Caveat 4: We live according 

to the laws of nature. We live 

according to laws that don’t 

change every time they end up 

in suffering or catastrophe. 

And if we must live by these 

laws then God must live by 

them as well, because God 

was the source of all of this. 

Saying that doesn’t deny that 

things can happen outside and 

beyond these laws. It doesn’t 

exclude miracles. 

But miracles are like spices: 

they improve the quality of life 

but you can’t live on them. A 

life lived on the basis of mira-

cles – on the basis of the laws 

of nature being transcended 

every time something bad hap-

pens – would be a highly cha-

otic and anxiety-driven life. 

I am the first to admit that 

none of those caveats explain 

why there are nasty insects 

and nasty human beings and 

nasty diseases that cut life 

short or make life miserable. 

They don’t make it any easier 

to confess that we still believe 

in the wonder and goodness of 

creation, and of God, even in 

the face of these evils. But we 

do. 

Continued on page 10 

. 
 

Jurgen Moltmann 
The Crucified God 



10 
 

E
A

S
T

E
R

 S
T

 M
IC

H
A

E
L

’S
 A

N
D

 A
L

L
 S

A
IN

T
S

 

And we do so because, in the 

face of all the atrocities, we 

don’t look to God as their 

source and cause, but as our 

source of hope, salvation and 

comfort. We look to a God who 

doesn’t say to us, “Get on your 

knees all day long and thank 

me and praise me” but to a 

God who first says, “I have 

come to serve and not to be 

served” and we look to a God 

who hopefully inspires us to 

fight all of the suffering, atroci-

ties and death. 

They are against His will; they 

should be against ours as well. 

If you would like to get on your 

knees and give thanks for 

God’s service and love – to 

give thanks for a suffering and 

loving servant God – then that 

seems like an appropriate re-

sponse. To get down on our 

knees isn’t the first move. It is 

a response. It isn’t a prerequi-

site demand. It is a reaction. 

All of this brings us to my final 

point: which is that is that we 

look to a God who we see 

through the person of Jesus of 

Nazareth. Everything we say 

about God should start there. 

The German Reformed theolo-

gian Jurgen Moltmann puts it 

succinctly: “All Christian state-

ments about God, about crea-

tion, about sin and death have 

their focal point in the crucified 

Christ.” 

What does that mean? Well, it 

means we worship a God who 

shows his power in the birth of 

a lower-class, defenceless 

child. It means a God who ex-

ercises his authority by be-

coming one of us in order to 

love and serve us. It means 

that we worship a God who 

sees the suffering of this 

world, a world authored by 

him, and comes to suffer with 

it. Not to punish it, not to lay it 

waste, but to suffer alongside 

it and in it. 

All of our statements about 

God, and creation, and sin and 

death spoken through the focal 

point of the crucified Christ 

means that we do not worship 

a selfish, maniacal being. In-

stead, we worship a God on 

his hands and knees, serving 

us out of love and devotion. 

Because we believe in God 

through the person of Jesus 

Christ, we also believe that 

God and suffering are no long-

er contradictions. 

And we believe that the God 

who is love has done some-

thing, through suffering in his 

being, that all of our loving and 

suffering cannot: give this 

world hope through the resur-

rection of Jesus. As the writer 

to the Hebrews wrote, 

“Because he himself was test-

ed by what he suffered, he is 

able to help those who are be-

ing tested.” He helps us be-

cause his suffering with us did-

n’t end in death. His suffering 

with us ended in life beyond 

death. 

Ultimately, we don’t praise and 

worship God because we have 

all the answers – because we 

have some kind of special 

knowledge that makes suffer-

ing and evil okay or under-

standable. Instead, we worship 

a God who has suffered with 

us because God is love. 

We worship and have faith be-

cause we hope in that God of 

love – even in spite of all the 

absences of good and love. I 

don’t think that any of that 

would necessarily convince 

the strident atheist. It is what 

Paul would call a bit of foolish-

ness and a stumbling block – 

an all-powerful God who rede-

fines what it means to be pow-

erful by suffering and dying out 

of love. It isn’t scientific; it is 

faith, hope and love. 

But, rationally convincing or 

not, there is a lot of hope, sal-

vation and comfort to be found 

in that God, a God whom we 

find in Jesus of Nazareth; a 

God who comes to serve and 

not to be served, a God who 

suffers with us instead of re-

maining separate from us. 

Amen. 
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MESSY CHURCH 
Family worship on Sunday afternoons 
Kitty Sage 

Have you ever thrown a 

paper plane off the church 

balcony? Walked around the 

building on your journey to 

Jerusalem? Been offered 

coffee before the service? 

Regular worshippers at 

Messy Church can answer 

yes to all these! 

Messy Church at St Michael’s 

has been running for less than 

a year and has a faithful con-

gregation comprising familiar 

faces and, excitingly, some 

new members. It offers some-

thing different from our other 

Sunday services and reaches 

out to those in our parish who 

don’t get along regularly to our 

other services. Everyone is 

welcome – families, and peo-

ple on their own, both young 

and old. 

Like every service at St 

Michael’s, Messy Church is 

Christ-centred. We want peo-

ple to encounter Jesus as Lord 

and Saviour. We meet once a 

month and the focus is on hos-

pitality, exploring our faith cre-

atively, and celebrating God 

together. After coffee there is 

an hour of activities, a half-

hour gathering where we sing 

and learn from the Bible, and 

then dinner. 

Each week we explore a differ-

ent theme. February saw us 

thinking about “Jesus the Light 

of the World”. We made light-

houses with real lights, did an 

obstacle course blindfolded, 

painted glass jars to make tea-

light holders, and we tried to 

work out what was in a bag 

using our hands but not our 

eyes. During the activities we 

thought about how lights help 

us to see and how far away 

they can be seen. We under-

stood that Jesus, uniquely, 

shines throughout the whole 

world. He is the light that sus-

tains us, and by whom we see 

everything. 

The food we share afterwards 

reminds us of a God who is 

generous. He wants us to en-

joy good things and share 

them with others. In keeping 

with this generosity, Messy 

Church has no charge to those 

who attend, though some peo-

ple choose to make a small 

donation. We would welcome 

your prayers: specifically - that 

we keep reaching out to new 

members, that we are able to 

engage meaningfully with 

adults, and that we are able to 

attract more children aged 

eight and over. It would be 

great to have more help with 

running the activities – please 

contact Jonathan Brooks if you 

are able to help out on the oc-

casional Sunday afternoon. 

But more importantly, feel free 

to join us one Sunday at 4pm. 

Next Messy Church: 

12 April, 10 May, 

14 June, 12 July 
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SOUL OCCUPANT 
Meeting Sally Higginbottom 
Rachel Halliburton 

Are you a conformist 

or a rebel?  

I asked my husband and 

there’s no question, I’m clearly 

a conformist. I’d like to think of 

myself as more of a rebel than 

I actually manage to be.  I of-

ten challenge things that are 

wrong or need changing, but I 

tend to work through the struc-

tures – I’m no revolutionary!  

 

Which memory of childhood 

would you most like to 

revisit? 

We were extremely poor as 

kids so we went camping a lot 

and it always poured with rain. 

I learnt most of my information 

about the world on those holi-

days because I was just throw-

ing my parents endless ques-

tions when they couldn’t get 

away because we were all 

trapped in a tiny tent.  

 

Which six figures – historic 

and present day – would you 

like to be stuck with on a 

desert island? 

My husband Daryl would have 

to be there – he’s remarkably 

practical. Then Marie Stopes, 

a fantastic pioneer of women’s 

health in general and contra-

ception in particular. I spend a 

lot of my life advising people 

on contraception, and I think 

it’s one of the most useful 

things medicine’s ever 

achieved. Nye Bevan - I see 

myself as quite left wing but 

not as far to the left as he was. 

So it would be interesting to 

debate stuff with him, including 

the health service. 

I’d like to have my Latin teach-

er, Miss Boyden, there – I 

learnt a lot about the world and 

language from her. Also Clare 

Gerada, who was President of 

the Royal College of GPs, an 

absolute whirlwind and politi-

cally very influential. She’s 

done a lot of work on home-

lessness, drug use and HIV.  

The last one is very different. 

Mary the mother of Jesus. I 

really would love to know a bit 

more about what actually hap-

pened from her perspective. I 

want to know what was it like 

being a young not quite mar-

ried girl and finding out she 

was pregnant. Then having to 

deal with this whole Messiah 

thing!  

What quality do you most 

admire in others? 

Self-assurance. I’m just 39, 

and I would have thought by 

the time I got to this age things 

would be working perfectly. I 

wouldn’t be worrying about 

things I haven’t ironed, or leav-

ing the children’s goggles at 

the swimming pool. I suppose 

the realization is there’s not 

going to come a point where I 

go, I’ve really got this sussed 

now.  

 

When was the moment you 

realized you wanted to do 

what you do now? 

I was four. My mum’s a nurse, 

so I told everyone I wanted to 

be a nurse. Then someone 

told me girls could be doctors 

too. I would have assumed I 

Sally Higginbottom is a GP at the James Wigg Practice in 

Kentish Town, specialising in female health and teaching. 

At St Michael’s, she runs the Comets Light Group. 
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would have been a hospital 

doctor, but as soon as I started 

working in a hospital I hated it 

with a passion. Some doctors 

really love the adrenaline, but I 

prefer calm. In a GP surgery I 

know what I’m doing. I work in 

Camden, and I see the whole 

world come through my sur-

gery, from Sierra Leonean dia-

mond miners to MPs to refu-

gees from every corner. 

 

What criticism do you 

most fear? 

Any! Any criticism at all. I sup-

pose the worst would be if 

someone told me I wasn’t try-

ing hard, because normally if I 

say I’m going to do something, 

I do it, I give things my best 

shot.  

 

What possession do you 

have that you couldn’t live 

without? 

My MacBook. It enables me to 

not waste time, that’s why I 

love it. I can squeeze in twenty 

minutes of work while my 

daughter’s having a music les-

son, or do something more 

personal like emails. 

 

If you had to walk barefoot 

from Lands End to John 

O’Groats to save one thing 

in your life, what would it 

be? 

Obviously my kids. Them and 

Daryl really.  

 

What’s the most important 

piece of advice you’ve ever 

given someone? 

When I train junior doctors in 

our surgery, I use the Serenity 

Prayer with them. ‘God grant 

me the serenity/ to accept the 

things I cannot change;/

courage to change the things I 

can;/ and wisdom to know the 

difference…’ which I think all 

GPs should pray. Probably all 

of us, but particularly GPs, be-

cause you’re dividing things 

into what you can change and 

what you can’t change and 

knowing which is which.  

 

How would you define 

happiness? 

I know I’m happy when I think 

I’m in the right place at the 

right time doing the right thing. 

I definitely have that sense 

that when I’m in the middle of 

a shared lunch at St Michael’s 

and 30 or so people are eating 

lunch together and giving each 

other a degree of support. Also 

at home. My daughter Eleanor 

is learning the trumpet. When 

I’m playing the piano and she’s 

playing the trumpet, and we’re 

playing terribly badly that’s 

great – that’s a definite mo-

ment of happiness.  

 

God grant me the serenity 

to accept the things I cannot change, 

courage to change the things I can 

and the wisdom to know the difference. 

 

Living one day at a time; 

enjoying one moment at a time; 

accepting hardship as the pathway to peace. 

 

Taking, as he did, this sinful world as it is, 

not as I would have it. 

trusting that he will make all things right 

if I surrender to his will; 

 

that I may be reasonably happy in this life 

and supremely happy with him 

forever in the next 

 

Amen. 

People 
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MUSIC MAKERS 
Sara Menato & Andy Spanring: Music at All Saints 
Rachel Halliburton 

If you’d tried to track down 

Sara Menato a little over a 

year ago, you’d have been 

most likely to find her studying 

Renaissance manuscripts 

about the Venetian artist Vit-

tore Carpaccio. Sara, 29, who 

completed her PhD at the Uni-

versity of Padua last March, 

compiled a definitive catalogue 

of the painter who studied with 

the same master as Titian, and 

became most famous for his 

cycle of paintings relating to St 

Ursula. 

‘I would have loved to have 

had an academic career,’ she 

says, ‘but I also had a passion 

for the objects related to my 

studies, so I decided a career 

in an auction house or in a mu-

seum would suit me best.’ Her 

computer programmer boy-

friend was already bound for 

London, so Sara – who grew 

up in San Pietro Viminario in 

the province of Padua – ap-

plied for a place at Sotheby’s, 

and joined last September as 

an intern. 

After moving to the Caledonian 

Road, she searched for a 

church that would make her 

feel at home, and eventually 

chose All Saints. When she 

lived in Italy she was director 

of the choir at the church of 

San Pietro Apostolo in her vil-

lage. ‘I started to play the pi-

ano when I was seven, and did 

a diploma at the Conservato-

ry,’ she says. ‘Then in 2001 I 

began to learn the organ. I 

very much enjoyed being di-

rector of music – it was a great 

experience. When I came here 

I looked for another position. It 

felt like a great breakthrough 

when Bryce appointed me as 

the organist at All Saints.’ 

Sara will be joined in her new 

post by Andy Spanring, for-

merly the youth worker at St 

Michael’s. His talents on the 

guitar were well known at the 

church, so it seemed a natural 

step for Bryce to approach him 

to help develop a wider reper-

toire of music for All Saints. ‘All 

Saints has had a growth in the 

number of families that attend,’ 

says Andy. ‘The idea is that 

the church offers a broader 

spectrum of worship, and the 

change in music is part of 

that.’ 

Quite how broad will be up for 

negotiation as the year pro-

gresses. ‘I would love to bring 

in Bill Withers soul elements,’ 

laughs Andy. Yet he would 

equally be interested in bring-

ing in a string quartet, ‘I’m real-

ly flexible – I would like to get 

the congregation involved. It 

would be great if people were 

inspired to join in.’ 

Andy, who also works as a 

paralegal in the City, has had 

a varied musical background. 

‘I played the ’cello from the 

age of ten – I took Grade 8 at 

the age of 16, and then I 

turned to rugby.’ At Cam-

bridge, he set up an a cappella 

quintet as well as playing in 

folk music bands. ‘I did lots of 

music and lots of sport and not 

very much work,’ he quips. It 

seems that All Saints might be 

about to benefit from his hap-

pily misspent youth. 

 

Next edition: We meet Hannah 

Parry-Ridout, new Assistant 

Director of Music at St Michael’s 
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How long have you 

lived in Highgate? 

We moved to Highgate when I 

was eleven and a half in 1952. 

I’m now 74 and have been in 

here ever since. We were very 

happy, and I don’t see any 

reason to move. 

What’s the best piece of mu-

sic you’ve ever danced to?  

I am partly Scottish, so I al-

ways enjoyed Scottish music. 

My father came from the Dum-

friesshire area, which is on the 

border. I particularly liked Jim-

my Shand [who played tradi-

tional Scottish music on the 

accordion] – he was very fa-

mous for a time. 

What’s your most significant 

political memory? 

I was very shocked by the 7/7 

bombings in 2005. I knew 

somebody who was in the ar-

ea when the bomb went off on 

the bus in Tavistock Square , 

but luckily was all right. I was 

born in 1940, so I can also re-

member being in an air raid 

shelter with my grandfather in 

Croydon. I was about three. 

Croydon was very badly affect-

ed by the bombing. We were 

evacuated to Sussex.  

What’s your favourite 

piece of technology? 

My television I suppose – I’m 

really not very interested in 

computers. I’m very fussy 

about what I do watch – I don’t 

watch rubbish.  

 

What do you think the 

biggest challenge is for  

your generation? 

Trying to keep fairly fit, being 

very careful about finance be-

cause I’m on my own. My 

brother Anthony died very 

tragically last year after he 

went out to Africa to oversee a 

project, and I miss him a lot. 

He would have been 70 three 

days after he died. 

Why do you come  

do church? 

St Michael’s was my childhood 

church. We first came here 

with my parents when I was 

eleven and a half. I’ve always 

been happy. It’s different now. 

They had a girl guide group, 

which I attended, and I went to 

the Bible class. Anthony was-

n’t so involved with that. Of 

course when Harry Edwards 

arrived things changed a bit. 

Other clergy came and went. I 

like St Michael’s as it is now. 

The 11.15 service is wonderful 

– very good for young people.  

What word do you use 

to denote approval? 

Great 

Which author most 

sums up your world? 

I’m very keen on Jane Austen. 

Another author I read a lot is 

Ruth Hamilton, and her stories 

about Liverpool where my fa-

ther came from. 

What achievement makes 

you most proud? 

I’m proud to be a member of 

St Michael’s. I think it’s a won-

derful Christian church. I love 

the friendship there. It’s quite 

informal, but I think that’s 

good. When we were children, 

it was quite stiff in some ways. 

The fact the children are fairly 

free at the 11.15 doesn’t both-

er me at all. You can’t expect a 

small child to sit quietly. I think 

it’s great fun. I can go to other 

services if I want to. I do love 

choral evensong. My brother 

and I used to go to choral 

evensong, and we shared a 

love of it right till he died.  

GENERATION Y 
Meeting across the years: Rosemary Beattie 
Rachel Halliburton 
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BUILDING THE KINGDOM 
Supporting our Mission Partners this Easter 
Karen Sennett/Rogers 

The proceeds of this year’s Easter collections will go to St Michael’s Mission Partners, supported by 

our church. This is one of the opportunities for us together ,as a church, to support our mission part-

ners. Here is an update on those partners. Please do see the noticeboards in church, take a leaflet, 

pray for your mission partners, and be as generous as you can this Easter. 

The African Institute for Christian Ministry and 

Research (AICMAR) is a tiny, but thriving re-

search and teaching centre in Butere, Kenya. 

Educating the educators, AICMAR runs courses 

for clergy  and lay leaders across East Africa. 

With an annual income of only £4,000, our pray-

ers and financial contributions are appreciated. 

www.aicmar.org 

AICMAR 

CARIS a Christian charity tackling 

poverty in Haringey. 

Working with homeless and hungry—often asy-

lum seekers, CARIS provides food, toys, cloth-

ing and other supplies. It is a vital service for 

many of our neighbours, needing our prayers, 

our support, and good quality toys and clothes, 

especially at Christmas. 

www.carisharingey.org.uk 

CARIS 

Barnabas works for persecuted 

Christians around the world. 

Here in Britain we safely enjoy freedom of faith 

and opinion. But there are large parts of the 

world where Christian minorities suffer harass-

ment, forced conversion, violence and murder. 

Please pray for and consider supporting Barna-

bas, as they minister to our fellow Christians. 

www.barnabasfund.org 

Barnabas Fund 

Continuing the legacy of Mary 

Jones, the Bible Society distributes 

and translates millions of Bibles. 

The Bible Society distributes 600 million scrip-

tures every year, but there are still 4500 lan-

guages awaiting even one translation. Making 

the Bible accessible around the world, please 

support the important work of the Bible Society  

www.biblesociety.org.uk 

Bible Society 

Under the leadership of Rev. 

Hamlet Mbabazi, Kirima primary 

school, in Uganda, now has 360 pupils. 

Although much has been done, there is urgent 

need for donations for classrooms and books, 

and for sponsorship for children and orphans. 

The trustees are partly drawn from our congre-

gation and the Hales family recently visited. 

www.volunteeruganda.org 

Kirima Schools & College 

The Zimbabwe Victims’ Support 

Fund supports those affected by 

continuing crisis in Zimbabwe, partic-

ularly the starving in the Matabeleland area. 

Working with Pastor Albert Chatindo, our part-

nership has supported replacement vehicles in 

the past. Now we are supporting the running 

costs and ongoing pastoral work in this region. 

www.zimbabwevictimssupportfund.org 

Zimbabwe Victims 
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FOCUS ON AICMAR 
Update from our 
Mission Partners 

It has been fourteen years since AICMAR was 

founded, and a little over ten  years since the 

institute moved to the current library building, the 

centre of AICMAR's work in Kenya, East Africa. 

The institute was started with the vision of pro-

moting biblical preaching, Christian leadership 

and African evangelical scholarship. Though the 

current emphasis is on foundational ministerial 

training, the institute is still committed to its initial 

mission of equipping evangelical Christian lead-

ers for effective service to church and society. 

The appointment of new leadership in Kenya's 

Board of Trustees and Governing council has 

recently strengthened this commitment. 

The ministry of AICMAR Kenya remains signifi-

cant and very much needed by the Anglican and 

other denominations. 

Today the Diocese of Butere is led 

largely by ministers trained by AICMAR. 
 

Michael Sande, Bishop of Butere 

Foundational Ministerial 

Training Course 

Two FMTC classes successfully completed their 

training and have since graduated. 

In the first class nine students made it through 

the three years, seven men and two women. Of 

these, five are ordained, four are lay ministers. 

The second class had eighteen students, twelve 

women and six men completing the course. All 

these, except one of the men (who is a deacon), 

and one woman, (Rhoda Bweya, AICMAR's Li-

brary Assistant) are serving in the diocese of 

Butere as Lay readers/Evangelists. 

We praise the Lord for them 

and their faithfulness. 

Women in Ministry Seminar 

Women in Ministry seminar took place in July 

2014, under the theme: "A woman of noble char-

acter in the contemporary world!' A total of 53 

women from different denominations, serving in 

different ministerial positions within and out of 

the church set-up participated. Rosemary Ambo-

ka, a pastor ministering at the word of Faith 

Church, challenged the women present to do 

their best to present themselves to God as ones 

approved and not ashamed to handle the word 

of truth according to 2 Timothy 2:15. 

Youth Career and 

Mentorship Programme 

Though with an academic and professional fo-

cus, this programme creates an opportunity for 

young people to be mentored and nurtured 

through the Word of God, using an issue of con-

cern to them. The conference was facilitated by 

Mrs. Rita Katamu, an education officer working 

in the Ministry of Education, Mumias office; with 

AICMAR staff leading the Bible reflection. 59 

young people from Butere attended. 

 

FTMC lesson in the West Kenya Room 

Building the Kingdom 
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WHY FAIRTRADE? 
Fairly traded bananas at St Michael’s 
Gilly Wesley 

St Michael’s has been certified a Fairtrade 

church since November 2010, and our certificate 

confirming this is proudly displayed in the church 

porch. 

The Church of England encourages us all to buy 

Fairtrade goods when available and we are now 

one of many churches in the Diocese of London 

that uses Fairtrade goods for refreshments after 

the service and in our kitchen. We have a 

Fairtrade sale at the back of church at intervals 

throughout the year. 

Bananas are grown by millions of small-scale 

farmers and plantation workers in tropical re-

gions. They are the staple food for millions, and 

the favourite for our grocery baskets. 

 

The trade in bananas is a cornerstone of many 

developing countries' economies. But the social 

problems in the industry are many and complex. 

Workers endure low wages, precarious employ-

ment, restrictions on organising and the handling 

of unhealthy chemicals without protection. For 

smallholder farmers, costs are rising while prices 

are stagnating, and a changing climate makes 

production increasingly  unpredictable. 

Fairtrade to support both banana farmers and 

plantation employees. Their vision is to work 

with the banana trade to create more value for 

producers and ensure they get a decent price for 

growing our favourite fruit. Bananas carrying the 

FAIRTRADE Mark have been produced by small 

farmer organisations or plantations that meet the 

Fairtrade social and economic standards. 

Almighty God, 

lover of justice and kindness, 

you command all your children 

to love their neighbours as themselves 

and tell us that love must be shown 

in deeds and not just words. 

 

We thank you for Fairtrade, 

for the opportunity it gives 

to declare our intention 

to live out love and justice every day. 

 

May we continue steadfast 

in our support for fairer trade, 

seeking to do justice, love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with you. 

Amen 
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IN THE COMMITTEES 
St Michael’s PCC 
Meetings held on 13 November 2014 and 22 January 2015 

Mission Partners 

On the recommendation of Mission Partner rep-

resentatives the PCC decided that A Rocha 

would no longer be a Mission partner since the 

focus of their work has changed. The Zimbabwe 

Victims’ Support Fund was chosen to replace it. 

Rose Benton’s sister lives in Zimbabwe and St 

Michael’s has already supported appeals for 

help with purchasing a new truck for Pastor Al-

bert. There is a great need for the relief he and 

others supply to those suffering from hunger. 

The charitable giving provision from the budget 

was divided equally between the mission part-

ners. It was agreed that the Christmas collec-

tions would be divided between Camden 

Churches cold weather shelter (C4WS) and an 

Ebola appeal. 

Auction of Promises 

The auction of promises made a total of 

£10,791.50. It was attended by 90 people and 

60 promises were donated. The food produced 

by Veronica Sanderson on a limited budget was 

amazing. Thanks were recorded to the Steward-

ship and Fundraising Committee and especially 

Gilly Wesley and Veronica Sanderson. 

Church Microphones 

The go-ahead was given for the replacement of 

radio-microphones and the fitting of radio pro-

cessors to enhance quality. This was completed 

in time for the Christmas services. It was agreed 

to defer further modifications to the system for 

the time being, due to more pressing needs for 

funding, including replacement of the hall roof. 

Website and Magazine 

The new website has been launched and is a 

vast improvement on the previous one. The 

PCC welcomed the first Parish Magazine pro-

duced by the new editorial board as an exciting 

development, noting that some practical infor-

mation was missing. There was concern about 

how useful it is if only published three times a 

year. The website should be used for items after 

the publication date and links could be included 

in the weekly news-sheet. There was concern 

about how to make sure the information gets to 

those without access to the Internet. It was 

agreed that this would be reviewed at the Sep-

tember meeting, after the publication of three 

editions of the new format magazine. 

Stained Glass Window 

The choices before the PCC were: whether the 

project should go ahead at all; whether it should 

be one of the two designs; or whether it should 

be neither. There had been a slight preference 

expressed for design A, but it was felt that nei-

ther was bold enough or related sufficiently to 

the scripture at the heart of our faith and conse-

quently neither had adequately filled the brief. It 

was agreed to go back to the two designers with 

the comments and an enhanced brief. 

Church Housing 

Missional Housing Bonds Parishes had been 
requested to consider investing in Missional 
Housing Bonds for the provision of affordable 
housing for key church missional workers. They 
are looking for investment from individuals, 
churches and Christian Trusts. Parishioners may 
like to consider this form of investment: to find 
out more go to www.lmhb.org.uk 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be 

held on Sunday 26th April following a 10.30 

Parish Communion Service. 

There will be a Bring and Share Lunch  

following the meeting. 

The meeting will include elections for six va-

cancies on the PCC. Anyone on the electoral 

roll is eligible to stand, nominate a candidate 

and vote at the meeting. Nomination forms can 

be found at the back of church. 

Our Church 

http://www.lmhb.org.uk
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LIVING AND GIVING 
The need to receive 
John-Henry Liepe, St Michael’s Treasurer 

We are told that the Lord loves a cheerful giver and the churchwardens and recorder have written a 

jolly piece to encourage all church members to think positively about our forthcoming stewardship 

campaign. They have emphasised that as Christians we have a need to give. As treasurer, I write 

about the present need for St Michael’s to receive. The financial situation is challenging (which is to-

day’s media-speak for difficult and unsustainable in the longer term). 

Income & Expenditure 

In the three years since our last campaign (2012

-14) our core expenditure has continued to in-

crease, largely driven by inflation, which has 

driven cost increases of about 10%.   

Meanwhile the giving through standing orders 

and envelopes (our two giving schemes) has 

fallen.  The figures for 2014 were 14% down on 

2010 and (very concerning) 11% down on 2013, 

with the current trend for 2015 pointing towards 

even further reductions. 

With a building as old, large, and beautiful as St 

Michael’s will always make financial demands.  

We have long known that we should be setting 

aside, a substantial amount, say £30,000 a year, 

for building expenditure, but we have never real-

ly done it with nothing set aside over the past 

three years. 

Although, to meet safety standards, we have 

spent a lot of money in the crypt, expenditure on 

building work in the last three years that is re-

quired to meet on-going maintenance of the 

building has been very limited and only a small 

fraction of the estimated long-term annual aver-

age need of £30,000. 

So it is not a matter of all our money going on 

the building. We have been maintaining all the 

aspects of our worship and church life. We have 

spent on improving the audio system and updat-

ing the visual image of the church.  We want to 

spend on enlivening the notice board system in 

the porch and west end. 

Giving 

We believe we have about 350 “giving units” in 

our congregation – families, couples, or single 

people. Too few of these are committed to our 

giving schemes. Receipts through these giving 

schemes are key for making the most of what is 

received through the additional amount that can 

be claimed through Gift Aid and also to enable 

us to plan based on regular and predictable in-

come. 

 

In the last year alone, we lost 18 givers from the 

standing order scheme.  So while the wardens 

are right to major on giving, I, as treasurer, want 

to let you know that, this time, the need for re-

ceiving is very great and crucial to meeting the 

long-term needs of maintaining our Church 

building and serving our parish in various ways.  

We must all pray for a really big response to the 

campaign. 

 
Giving 

Scheme 
Expenditure 

Change in years 

2012-2014 
Down 

Up by 

around 10%  

 
January 

2012 

January 

2015 

Number of 

people giving by 

standing order 

171 130 

Number of 

people giving by 

envelope 

44 45 
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The need to give 
Mark Dailey and Alan West, St Michael’s Wardens 

Roger Sainsbury, Stewardship Recorder 

Giving 

The Giving part will come to a head at the Pa-

tronal Festival on 4 October, which will be the 

climax of a stewardship campaign running 

through the previous three weeks. As most of 

you know, it is our policy at St Michael’s to hold 

a stewardship campaign every third year The 

last one was in the spring of 2012. For those 

who have joined us more recently than that, let 

us explain what we mean. 

A Stewardship Campaign is a time when we ask 

our members to commit to regular and generous 

financial support for St Michael’s. We hope to 

sign up many new commitments and we hope 

those already giving will review and increase the 

amount of their generosity. This is evidently a 

good idea, if one believes that people should 

give, and give substantially, to their church. But 

why should we? Why should you? 

 

Why Give? 

The first, and deepest, answer to this is that giv-

ing to the work of God is a part of the Christian 

life. We are called to give, and to give generous-

ly. We are called to commit ourselves financially 

as well as spiritually. There are many Biblical 

references to this effect. The teaching of the 

church has always been so. 

The second, and rather compelling answer, is 

that our church, St Michael’s, depends on our 

giving for every part of its life and work. There is 

no state support for Church of England church-

es, even though ours is the established religion 

of the state. If we give nothing, St Michael’s will 

die, close down. If we want to see the building 

maintained, the standard of worship and music 

upheld, and our mission to the wider community 

extended – we must provide the wherewithal. 

Living 

That explains the Giving in the title. What about 

the Living? The answer to that is that we don’t 

want our giving to be set in a context of melan-

choly acceptance of the unavoidable. We want, 

through this summer season, to emphasise, by 

holding a number of enjoyable social functions, 

that we are a living body of people, bound to-

gether by our faith but able to experience and 

enjoy much else together. 

Of course the social committee and the steward-

ship committee will be working together to cre-

ate such events – but we are hoping that lots of 

you will want to join in and help. Please do not 

be backward in coming forward. And going be-

yond the committee’s ideas, could you get to-

gether with some friends to create an event at 

your home, in your garden, or anywhere else, to 

which fellow St Michaeleans could be invited? 

All offers and ideas welcome. 

As a stone lobbed into a pond sends ripples to the furthest reaches of the water, so, we hope, this 

message will send out a signal to the whole of the St Michael’s family. We want this summer to be a 

season of Living and Giving. 
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SUNDAY 29th PALM SUNDAY 

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45am Holy Communion  Philippians 2.5-11; Mark 14.1 - 15.47 

 11.15am Morning Worship  Philippians 2.5-11; Mark 14.1 - 15.47 

 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP) Isaiah 5.1-7; Mark 12.1-12 
 

THURSDAY 2nd MAUNDY THURSDAY (April) 

 8.00pm Holy Communion 
 

FRIDAY 3rd GOOD FRIDAY 

 9.30am Walk of Witness 

 12 noon Three Hours Service 

 4.30pm Family Activities and Worship 
 

SATURDAY 4th HOLY SATURDAY 

 8.00pm Easter Vigil Service 
 

SUNDAY 5th EASTER DAY 

 6.30pm Sunrise Service 

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 10.30am Parish Communion   1 Corinthians 15.1-11; John 20.1-18 

 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP)  Ezekiel 37.1-14; Luke 24.13-35 
 

SUNDAY 12th EASTER 2 

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45am Morning Prayer  1 John 1.1 - 2.2; John 20.19-31 

 11.15am Holy Communion 1 John 1.1 - 2.2; John 20.19-31 

 4-6pm Messy Church Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 

 6.30pm Service of the Word Isaiah 26.1-9,19; Luke 24.1-12 
 

SUNDAY 19th    EASTER 3 

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45am Holy Communion  1 John 3.1-7; Luke 24.36b-48 

 11.15am Morning Worship 1 John 3.1-7; Luke 24.36b-48 

 6.30pm Choral Evensong (BCP) Deuteronomy 7.7-13 ; Revelation 2.1-11 
 

SUNDAY 26th    EASTER 4 

 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 10.30am Holy Communion and Baptism 1 John 3.16-24; John 10.11-18 

 6.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP)  Exodus 16.4-15; Revelation 2.12-17 
 

SUNDAY 3rd EASTER 5 (May) 

 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) 1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8 

 9.45am Holy Communion  1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8 

 11.15am Morning Worship 1 John 4.7-21; John 15.1-8 

 6.30pm Choral Eucharist (BCP)   Revelation 3.1-13; Mark 16.9-16 

CALENDAR OF SERVICES 
St Michael’s 
Holy Week to May 2015 

The Annual Meeting 

will be held on 

Sunday 26 April, 

after the 10.30 service. 

Following the meeting, 

there will be a Bring & 

Share lunch in the Hall. 
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Baptisms 

Arina Elsie Ona Owen 

Paton Louis Harlan Ormond 

Arwen Florence Rebecca Ramaswamy 

Elizabeth Celia Rose Fenn 

Kaionel Dean Stephen Brian Bromley 

Nyomie Precious Bromley 

Arthur Petelin Giles 

 

Wedding 

Michael Richard Tuck and 

Helen Claire Lawson 

 

Funerals 

John Harold Chapman 

Guido Ajmone-Marsan 

Dr Jean April Woodward 

David George Medhurst 

Edward William Fosbrook 

Joan Frances Room 

Christine Collins 

 

Memorial Services 

Michael John May 

Archibald Gavin Doyle 

Gunilla Elsa Lavelle 

PARISH REGISTER 
St Michael’s 
 

1              

 2             

    3          

  4            

    5          

   6           

    7          

    8          

  9            

Place of a skull 

Matthew 27:33 

Divided by those who crucified Jesus 

Matthew 27:35 

‘Jesus the ____ of the Jews’ 

Matthew 27:37 

Jesus was nailed to this 

Matthew 27:31 

It covered the country for three hours 

Matthew 27:45 

Men who watched Jesus die 

Matthew 27:54 

The type of cloth wrapping Jesus’ body 

Matthew 27:59 

The time of day when Jesus’ body was buried 

Matthew 27:57 

A messenger with very good news! 

Matthew 28:5 

What was the good news? 

Read down the shaded column! 



24 
 

E
A

S
T

E
R

 S
T

 M
IC

H
A

E
L

’S
 A

N
D

 A
L

L
 S

A
IN

T
S

 

When were you last three feet high? 

With your eyes closer to the ground, stairs are 

steeper, pews are barriers and adults practically 

giants. Imagine crossing the road from the 

height of the wheel, or always reaching for door 

handles. Never having any control over what to 

eat or when to sleep, and never really under-

standing all of these words! 

Every parent spends time remodelling their 

home in preparation for children: sharp objects 

vanish and sentences shorten. War and Peace 

makes way for Gruffalos and hungry caterpillars 

– and when it comes to learning and thinking, 

we do the same. At home and in school, we take 

care to encounter questions and concepts that 

challenge but don’t overwhelm. 

When it comes to God and faith, we need a simi-

larly nurturing environment. But what should this 

look like? How do we translate this pedagogy 

and parenting for questions of faith, belief and 

the Bible? How do we – and our church – incul-

cate spirituality and learning? I wrestle with 

these questions every week, and there is no 

simple answer. Every child, every situation, eve-

ry aspect of faith is different – but here are three 

things I have learned since coming to Highgate. 

First, a plain copy of the NIV is often of little 

use to young children. If children are to grasp 

the Gospel: to connect with the stories and re-

late to Jesus, we must translate it to an appropri-

ate language. This means our attitude as much 

as our language and words. We are all called to, 

literally, embody and enliven God’s love. 

Second, imagine if children wrote the Bible – 

what would they leave out? What would feature 

prominently? We need to read the Bible in a way 

that a child can grasp. I use a very broad rule of 

thumb for this: infant school children tend to en-

gage with images, pictures and situations more 

strongly than any narrative. Junior aged children 

are often more concerned with cause, effect and 

chronological stories. Secondary aged children 

tend to look for analogies, meanings and impli-

cations. Thus, on hearing the story of the Good 

Samaritan, the four-year-old remembers the 

abandoned victim on a desert road, the eight-

year-old constructs a story of neat progression, 

and the fourteen-year-old identifies him/herself 

in each character. 

Third, regardless of the different levels at which 

children engage with the Bible, everyone is ca-

pable of a spiritual engagement. Everyone is 

able to spend time with God, simply to be with 

God; to luxuriate in his presence and love. It is 

essential that we allow God to speak to every-

one: that between singing and learning on Sun-

days, there is time to inhabit God’s love. 

Children, just as adults, have their own under-

standings of God, which are just as profound 

and valuable as our own. Plucked at random, 

here are some anonymised comments from chil-

dren thinking about God. 

Our heart might break on reading Abigail’s com-

ment, but it reminds us to credit children with a 

powerful and deep spirituality. These children 

have been given space, and are exploring God’s 

presence in their own way. 

Sometimes children can seem somewhat daunt-

ing – they are noisy, incomprehensible and 

countless. But if we speak an intelligible lan-

guage and if we embody the Saviour we our-

selves know, we find in children a huge capacity 

to know and discern the God we worship. 

How do children understand God? 

By inexplicable grace. 

Backseat Drivers 
A regular column from the noise in the back! 
Jonathan Brooks 

When I think about God, I think 

about my little sister. (George, age 4) 

I think about God when I am alone in the dark 

and I am scared without anyone with me.

 (Abigail, 6) 

I think that God is strong and 

lovely and cares for us all. (Kamran, 7) 

When I think about God, I think about how 

lucky I am to have a loving family. (John, 11) 


