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And much, much more in an extended summer edition 

Stewardship at St Michael’s 

Enjoying the Summer Sunshine 

Praying for Persecuted Christians 

Meeting Rachel Weir 

Sheltering from Stress 
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1  A summer month 

2  Protecting your eyes 

3  Summer turns to… 

4  Fiery outdoor food 

 

 

 

 

5  Cut-down trousers 

6  You won’t be missing this! 

7  Delicious red fruit 

8  For drinking cool drinks 

9  To hold your ice-cream 

10  Defending the beach 
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Comment 

Summer is upon us and we have a 

magazine packed for the holidays! 

Our COMMENT section begins by thinking 

about how we support our churches financially. 

Jonathan Trigg explores giving as an outwork-

ing of faith, and Mark Daily gives a north Amer-

ican perspective. 

Robert Pfeiffer takes us on a serene summer 

holiday. On page 8 we have an incisive and 

moving article about the plight of Christians 

persecuted in the Middle East. Our faith is 

shared with billions around the globe, but also 

throughout time, as Bryce writes (p10) 

In PEOPLE, we meet Rachel Weir, Chaplain of 

Highgate School and our assistant director of 

music, Hannah Parry-Ridout. Anne Macgeorge 

and Sarah Woodburn compare music and mem-

ories across the decades in Generation Why. 

Turn to BUILDING THE KINGDOM for reports 

on Fairtrade bananas and the Hales family trip 

taking television to Kirima. 

OUR CHURCH has some summer reading 

and reports from our prayer group and PCC. 

Also turn here for dates and summer events! 

Finally, IN THE BACK we reflect on the church 

as a place for financial debate and protest, and 

as a sanctuary from stress and anxiety. 

In producing this magazine, we have been excit-

ed and inspired by the ideas explored and peo-

ple encountered. Like us, we hope that through 

it you will know our church and faith better. 

Our next edition will be in early October. 

Please contact Robert Pfeiffer (p25) if you 

could contribute. 

Thank-you to all our contributors, 

and have a wonderful summer! 

Robert Pfeiffer 

Rachel Halliburton 

Jonathan Brooks 



4 
 

STEWARDSHIP AT ST MICHAEL’S 
Letter from the Vicar 
Jonathan Trigg 

HAVE YOU EVER walked out of a sermon? 

An ill-advised question coming from me, per-

haps, but I’m glad to report that it hasn’t hap-

pened during one of mine—yet! Whether people 

have privately wished themselves elsewhere is 

an entirely different matter. But as a very green, 

recently-ordained curate I was on one occasion 

loudly heckled (details supplied on request). 

I know of one occasion (in another parish) on 

which a woman walked out of church during the 

sermon. “He was talking about money”, she later 

said, “and he shouldn’t. Why can’t he stick to 

spiritual things?” Apparently some conservative 

politicians in the US have criticised the Pope for 

his declarations about climate change, saying 

that he should stick to talking about faith. In both 

of these, it seems to me that the same principle 

is involved. Keep your preaching to the private 

world, the world you know about, the inner life of 

prayer and faith. But please keep out of the pub-

lic sphere; especially keep away from politics, 

economics and money. 

If we don’t ever deal with the question of mon-

ey—how we earn it, and spend it—we collude 

with the pernicious idea that Christianity is 

solely concerned with our 

inner life of prayers, private 

thoughts, and the hope of 

heaven. Viewed in this way, it 

has little impact on the way we live 

our lives on earth. Yet the best retort to the 

woman who walked out would have been simp-

ly to count up the number of references to mon-

ey there are in the New Testament. It comes up 

again and again: in Jesus’ parables and his 

teaching, in many of his encounters with 

people, and in several of 

the letters 

of Paul. 

Unsurprisingly so, because if following Jesus 

Christ doesn’t have any effect on something so 

significant as our attitude to money and our use 

of it, it’s unlikely to make much difference to us in 

any other respect.  

So, although like many vicars I can feel quite 

uneasy when I approach this subject—I know I 

shouldn’t. In September at St Michael’s our three

-yearly stewardship campaign falls due; through 

it we lay the financial needs of the parish before 

the congregation to ask for your considered and 

generous response. You’ll hear more about this 

in due course, but at this stage I’d like to say just 

a few simple things: 

The matter of what we give to the parish is but a 

small (though significant) part of a much wider 

question. Stewardship is about using all that we 

have been given—time, gifts and energy, as well 

as money. In just the same way as our response 

to the call of God is not confined to agreeing to 

be on one of the church’s many rotas, steward-

ship embraces the breadth of our life. 

There is no entrance charge, financial or 

otherwise, to the grace of God, his love 

given without condition. Other-

wise it wouldn’t be ‘grace’. 

Our parish churches must 

be open to all. 

But in order to remain open to 

all, to keep our community life 

growing, we need to cover our 

costs. They mostly fall into two categories: 

covering our share of the costs of the ministry 

via the Diocese, and meeting the 
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running costs and maintenance our buildings. 

We cannot do this without the regular, generous 

and tax-efficient giving of our congregations. 

Last year, under Bryce’s leadership, a very clear 

and direct appeal was made to the congregation 

at All Saints. The result has been that we are, at 

last, no longer using our very limited capital re-

sources to meet routine expenses. I hope that 

we can make the case at St Michael’s in a simi-

larly simple and effective manner.  

We have a big congregation at St Michael’s, but 

an astonishingly small core of regular planned 

givers. If you aren’t among them, please take 

action in September. Or even better, why wait till 

then? You will find everything you need on the 

parish website to take action now. 

With every good wish for the summer 

Jonathan Trigg 

WHAT IS THE difference between church 

fundraising and stewardship campaigns in North 

America and the UK? It’s well known that the US 

and Canada have a better record for charitable 

giving overall—the US came first in the World 

Giving Index last year, while Canada came third 

(Britain came seventh, behind countries includ-

ing Myanmar and Ireland). And while the Church 

of England struggles to break even, America’s 

Catholic Church rivals the world’s largest corpo-

rations both in annual expenditure and the num-

ber of staff it employs. In Canada, churchgoers 

are regularly observed to be among the most 

generous donors in the country.  

My view on this is personal and impressionistic. I 

grew up in Canada, the son of a Glaswegian 

mother and Liverpudlian father, a licensed lay 

reader and summer replacement vicar. This 

meant I found myself being carted around south-

ern Ontario and getting the chance to see a lot of 

churches in action. For what it is worth, here is 

what I think is noteworthy. 

The backdrop to fundraising is very similar: 

 smaller and greyer congregations 

 increasing secular delights and diver-

sions competing for money 

 a general reluctance to sign up for 

planned giving  

 a preference for the picaresque freedom 

of just-in-time plate giving  

But there are clear differences as well: 

 a generally far more religious society 

(definitely in the US but also Canada) 

 a more professional and less emotionally 

conflicted attitude to fundraising 

This latter point is really the nub of the issue. It 

strikes me that the general attitude to fundraising 

of any kind in North America is more functional 

and operational in nature than what I have seen 

in the UK. Think the broad alumni networks at 

work in North American universities; the powerful 

corporate foundations and the seemingly more 

straightforward attitude to asking for money.   

STEWARDSHIP AT ST MICHAEL’S 
The nobility of north American giving 
Mark Dailey 

Stewardship 2015 
 Living and Giving 
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For churches in North America, there does not 

seem to be much of a gap between the primary 

message of being an open, welcoming conduit 

of the love and grace of God and the operational 

corollary of the need to fund that conduit. 

For all the perceived North American edge in 

material wealth (and I say perceived because I 

think the gap has narrowed dramatically if not 

reversed) it is generally agreed that North Ameri-

ca is less materialistic, less sophisticated and 

less cynical than Europe and the UK. Alexis de 

Tocqueville wrote about this in ‘Democracy in 

America’ a little less than 200 years ago. 

The New World still has a far less complicated 

approach to money. It is not freighted with nearly 

as much social status, class and mobility issues 

as it is here. Money is primarily seen as a com-

moditised, good thing—and appeals for money 

are largely seen as functional requirements not 

tied to anything much deeper than the numbers 

and bottom line.  

In other words, exhortations to give are seen for 

what they mainly are—appeals to meet a need. 

It should also be noted that there are very few 

church schools in North America, and so there is 

no real mixed motive for attending church. Peo-

ple are there primarily to worship and this un-

complicated stance probably does affect posi-

tively the propensity to give. 

Simple Nobility 

Finally, there is, I feel, something potentially 

noble in this rather simpler view of giving.  

My mother attends a church in Kitchener-Waterloo 

(home of the Blackberry and the high-tech equiva-

lent of Cambridge in the UK). Their latest fundrais-

ing and stewardship project is not typical at all—

but it is instructive. They have embarked on an 

evangelical adventure that it is very difficult to see 

being replicated anywhere in the UK. 

They have a large plot of land surrounding the 

church. Now they are using two thirds of it to 

build social housing for underprivileged families. 

The congregation was asked to approve this use 

of land and to generously fund the project as a 

tangible sign of reaching out to bring the love of 

God to the community.  

They have really embraced the project as literal-

ly building the church on earth and acting in a 

manner reminiscent of the early Christian com-

munity where wealth was shared. It is hard to 

think of any space-constrained church in Eng-

land doing likewise. Even if the space were 

available, a different kind of constraint would 

rear its head.  

I would conclude that the difference between do-

nating in churches in the UK and North America 

comes down to a fundamental issue of mindset. 

Despite the fact that generosity abounds at St 

Michael’s and is seen in a myriad different acts 

and actions throughout the life of our church—

giving at our church is constrained:  

 only about one third of the congregation 

is giving in a sustainable fashion  

 27 people account for half of that 

sustainable giving. 

If this state of affairs existed in a North American 

church, they would identify the need as a money 

issue—and move to address it.  

27 people account 

for half of our 

sustainable giving 

Men’s Breakfast, Dance Classes, 

Picnic Lunch and Quiz Nights 

Stewardship events coming 

in the summer and autumn. 

Full details on page 23 
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Summer! 

It’s like a deep breath taken in anticipation of something wonderful. We look at the thin-

ning days of work and school before the holidays are upon us. The morning light wakes 

us early, we walk or cycle to work, in the evening we sit with friends outside. Music festi-

vals, street parties, races and regattas, theatre and concerts in the parks and BBQs af-

ter church with everyone lying in the grass at St Michael’s school (even if it rained...). 

During those days (moments?) of brilliant sunshine, London can feel like the most beau-

tiful city on the planet. The parks seem to be radiant with green and welcoming all. Of 

course the tube’s a sauna, but every morning we set out for another day benevolently 

clearing our memories of yesterday’s sweat. 

Traffic seems to ease a little with the indigenous deserting town for holidays. In their 

stead visitors and tourists multiply. Then comes the long awaited day when many join 

the exodus out of the big city. The escape to the green pastures of Devon, the delights 

of rural France, the rolling hills of Tuscany and snow white beaches in far away places. 

In tents, in luxury hotels, in mobile homes and gîtes we find home away from home. Ini-

tially we wake up early, looking bewildered around the room (tent?) then with a relieved 

sigh sink back into our pillow (possibly cursing the absence of said pillow). 

The first day whiled away on the beach or walking through stunning countryside seems 

like a surprise, an unexpected gift. “It’s lovely here” we say a couple of times during the 

day and just before we fall asleep. Soon the days, the counting of time, loses im-

portance and then meaning. “Is it Wednesday today? Have we really been here for five 

days already?!” A weekend comes and goes and a Monday is just another day of rest 

and enjoyment. And amid this, often we notice the details of other people practising their 

faith. In visits to temples; in those moments at the bazaar when we hear the imam call-

ing the faithful to prayer; on those Sundays when we see that procession to the local 

Catholic church. We pause for a moment, admire the spirituality we witness, perhaps 

think of our own faith—say a prayer?  

The beauty of a place, the newness of things we see, the variety and 

the unexpected all seem to speak to us. We are recharging our 

batteries, we say, and yes, underneath the time of rest and the 

relaxing there is a quiet energy flowing back to us. As the 

evening flows into a summer’s night—with its chatter of 

people, the music, the waves, all those summer sounds—

we catch a moment of inspiration. Something speaks to 

the heart. Something we think we will remember when 

the days are short again, the clouds hang heavy in the 

sky and we are holding tight onto our warm mug of tea. 

We pause to cherish the sense of time standing still that 

moment in the summer night. And perhaps, softly and 

under our breath, we find ourselves thanking Jesus be-

fore we know it. 

 Robert Pfeiffer 
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CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION 
A shining light amid the flames 
Rachel Halliburton 

AT THE START of this year, the pastor of a 

church located around 5,500 miles from St 

Michael’s woke up to find the fence around his 

house in flames. Attacks on clergy are not un-

known in Britain, but are thankfully rare—by con-

trast in Sri Lanka, where this assault took place, 

violent crimes against the church last year tallied 

at 114. Most are carried out by radical Buddhist 

mobs who want to eradicate Western influence 

from the country. Buddhism, so often synony-

mous with peace, has been perverted here into 

a form of rabid nationalism, and pastors are reg-

ularly subjected to ordeals that have included 

stoning, vandalism of churches during worship, 

and death threats.  

The arson attack in southern Sri Lanka is one of a 

wide range of atrocities reported on the website 

for the Barnabas Fund, a mission partner for St 

Michael’s that supports Christians persecuted 

abroad. Buddhist hostility is obviously a small part 

of the problem—in the Middle East, Africa, and 

even in parts of Europe it is the surge of Islamist 

sentiment that poses the greatest threat. It is diffi-

cult to pin down statistics on exactly how many 

Christians are killed a year: one widely quoted but 

disputed figure is 100,000. This tally—produced 

by the Centre for the Study of Global Christiani-

ty—has been challenged by organisations includ-

ing the International Society for Human Rights, 

which revises it to the more modest, but still 

shocking estimate of between 7,000 and 8,000. 

What is certain—in the huge gulf between those 

estimates—is that each week seems to reveal a 

new and chilling angle on the modern phenome-

non of what the religious historian Rupert Shortt 

has described as Christianophobia. At the begin-

Jesus said, 

‘If the world 

hates you, 

remember 

it hated 

me first.’ 
John 15:18 

An attack on Saint Mina Coptic Church (Imbaba, Cairo) in May 2011 leaves 15 dead and at least 200 injured. 
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ning of June, 100 Eritrean Christian refugees were 

abducted by ISIS militants in Libya and Sudan, 

while in northern Kenya hundreds of schools 

closed in fear of renewed attacks by al-Shabaab, 

the jihadist group based in Somalia. Even Chris-

tians in France have been under threat—this April 

police arrested a French Algerian, Sid Ahmed 

Glam, when he called an ambulance to treat a bul-

let wound to his leg. When they traced the blood 

back to his car, they discovered loaded guns and 

plans to attack nearby churches in Paris. 

One of the key issues, of course, is that the per-

ception of Christianity has become distorted so 

that it is seen as synonymous with Western im-

perialist ambition. Peter Hill-King, St Michael’s 

church rep for the Barnabas Fund, concurs this 

is a huge problem: ‘That’s an image it’s got to 

shed. The West isn’t very Christian really com-

pared, say, to South Korea, where there’s a 

huge growth in the number of churchgoers or 

Latin America [where 90% are Christians]. So 

the Church really should be perceived as global 

rather than western. At the end of the day Jesus 

wasn’t born in Croydon, he was born in Israel.’ 

Peter also points out that violent campaigns 

against Christians flared up frequently in the 

twentieth century: ‘There was the Armenian 

massacre of 1915, and extensive persecution 

under the communist regimes of Eastern Eu-

rope.’ It was only at the end of the Cold War that 

there seemed to be a lull in the atrocities. He 

cautions against seeing the new surge of perse-

cution as purely connected with the Islamist 

threat. Though a lot of the Barnabas Fund’s cur-

rent work involves helping Christians caught in 

the crossfire of Muslim violence (especially in 

Syria and Iraq), it is currently dealing with Chris-

tians in trouble in 80 places including Ukraine 

and China. According to Open Doors, another 

charity that supports persecuted Christians, the 

most dangerous place in the world to be a Chris-

tian is North Korea. 

So how do churchgoers in the West begin to 

help tackle Christian oppression abroad? Many 

at St Michael’s have already contributed gen-

erously to the Barnabas Fund, which prides 

itself on working with organisations already on 

the ground in different countries in order to un-

derstand members’ material and spiritual 

needs. Donations can go towards something 

as basic as food and hygiene packages in 

times of natural disasters to providing training 

for church leaders that will help them deal with 

persecution. No, the multiple issues underpin-

ning Christian suffering won’t be resolved for 

many decades, if ever, but this is a positive 

and constructive way forward. From building 

churches to microfinancing new businesses for 

women, it systematically sows small seeds of 

hope in an increasingly unstable world. 

The Barnabas Fund sends money to 

local projects that support Christians 

facing discrimination, oppression 

and persecution around the world. 

They are a mission partner of St Michael’s. 

Visit their website, see the noticeboard 

in church, or speak to Peter Hill-King. 
www.barnabasfund.org 

O Lord God, 

your Son Jesus Christ suffered and died for us. 

In his resurrection he restores all life and peace. 

Comfort, we pray, all victims of intolerance 

and those oppressed by their fellow humans. 

Remember in your kingdom those who have died. 

Lead the oppressors towards compassion 

and give hope to the suffering. 

Amen. 
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BAPTISM THROUGH THE AGES 
Dipping our toes in the Jordan River 
Bryce Wandrey 

THE PRINCIPLE RITE of Christian Initiation has 

been, and continues to be, that of Holy Baptism. 

Its prominence of use and its profound impact 

recurs as a theme throughout the New Testa-

ment. But where should we look first, especially 

if we are wondering why baptism became, and 

continues to be, the rite of initiation? 

The early church meeting in Jerusalem at the 

time of the first “Christian Pentecost” isn’t a bad 

place to begin. It was on this Jewish festival day 

in Jerusalem that the apostles received the gift 

of the Spirit, spoke in tongues and Peter 

preached his first, powerful sermon. It was in 

response to this message that we find the peo-

ple reacting in the following way: “Now when 

they heard this, they were cut to the heart and 

said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to 

them, ‘Repent, and be baptised every one of you 

in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 

may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2.37-38). In other words, 

right from the “start”, when someone wanted 

publicly to declare their allegiance to Jesus or 

their intention to follow in his “way(s)”, we find 

the apostles saying, “This is how you can do 

so...repent and be baptised.” 

 

However, if we start there, in Jerusalem after 

Jesus’ resurrection, we have to ask: where did 

the apostles get the idea to “initiate” others 

through a washing with water? For indeed, those 

words of “Repent, and be baptised…” might 

sound very familiar to some of us. If we turn to 

the beginning of the Synoptic gospels (Matthew, 

Mark and Luke) we will hear these words similar-

ly recorded: “I baptise you with water for repen-

tance…” (Matt 3.11). This was the message of 

John the Baptiser and his motive was to prepare 

the way for God’s “end time” action in our history.  

And then, one day, that “end time” action of God 

appeared at the Jordan River in the person of 

Jesus of Nazareth. And in that event we really 

see the birth of our Christian rite of initiation. For 

in those waters of the Jordan River Jesus sub-

mits himself to John’s baptism to “fulfil all 

righteousness” (Matt 3.15).  

It is important to make the observation that John 

the Baptist was operating within a certain tradi-

tion of ritual washings. In other words, John 

didn’t wake up one morning with the unique idea 

to initiate people through the use 

of water. 

10 
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Scholars think that there were at least two “water 

rites” that contributed to John’s baptism for re-

pentance. The first was the Jewish practice of 

baptising proselytes, the conversion of 

“newcomers” to Judaism. This involved a one-

time water rite administered by someone else up-

on the convert. The second tradition was that of 

the Essene community at Qumran (now famous 

for the discovering of “The Dead Sea Scrolls”), a 

community which some think John may have be-

longed to. These were repeatable rites for purifi-

cation and not directly related to initiation. 

Yet the act of Jesus’ baptism was instilled with 

new imagery and meaning, which took the ritual 

to a different level. First, in that event we see the 

Trinity revealed: “And when Jesus had been 

baptised, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and 

he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 

said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 

am well pleased”’ (Matt 3.16-17). Secondly, we 

also see that Jesus’ baptism was the vocational 

event in his life: it somehow sent him on his path 

to Jerusalem, to the cross, to the grave and out 

of the empty tomb. It can be said that Jesus’ 

face was truly set towards Jerusalem in the wa-

ters of the Jordan River.  

At this point we could say that we still baptise 

people today not only because the apostles im-

mediately started doing so when people wanted 

to follow Jesus. We could also say that we con-

tinue to baptise people today because Jesus 

was baptised. But, we can also add another rea-

son which seems to fall through the cracks all 

too often. And this reason is: Jesus baptised 

those who wanted to follow him. In the fourth 

gospel, that of the evangelist John, we find three 

references to the fact that Jesus was baptising 

others. They are, first, “…Jesus and his disciples 

went into the Judean countryside, and he spent 

some time there with them and baptised” (Jn 

3.22); second, “[John the Baptist’s disciples] 

came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, the one 

who was with you across the Jordan, to whom 

you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are 

going to him’” (Jn 3.26); and finally, “Now when 

Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, 

‘Jesus is making and baptising more disciples 

than John’—although it was not Jesus himself 

but his disciples who baptised—he left Judea 

and started back to Galilee” (Jn 4.1-3). 

It should be acknowledged that verse 2 in John’s 

4th chapter is a bit confusing when it says that it 

wasn’t actually Jesus doing the baptism. Most 

scholars think that this is an editorial edition to 

the gospel. They aren’t sure why it would be 

added—why, after saying three times that Jesus 

baptised people that it would be retracted—but 

they are almost certain it is a late addition. For 

that reason, and given the three times it is men-

tioned in John’s gospel, there is a very good 

chance that Jesus baptised those who wanted to 

follow him. And hence, we have a third, very 

good reason (maybe the best reason of them all) 

to continue to baptise those who want to follow 

Jesus today. 

Ultimately, the rites of Christian Initiation have an 

interesting and deep history. It begins in pre-

Christian history (and this essay only touches the 

tip of that iceberg) but remains central to Chris-

tian practice today (as we have just seen a new, 

revised Rite of Baptism approved for us in the 

Church of England). Yet, through all the twists 

and turns, it is good to know that we stand in a 

long and faithful tradition of saying to those who 

want to follow Jesus, “Repent and be baptised.” 

Not only do we follow that tradition, but in so 

doing, we dip our toes in the Jordan River, right 

next to Jesus. 

The HTFG meets for talks, discussions and 

meals throughout the year. All talks are free, 

and held at St Michael’s on Tuesdays at 11am. 

Check our website in September 

for details of our winter programme. 

www.stmichaelshighgate.org 

S
U

M
M

E
R

 2
0
1
5

   S
T

 M
IC

H
A

E
L

’S
 A

N
D

 A
L

L
 S

A
IN

T
S

’ 
C

o
m

m
e
n
t 



12 
 

SOUL OCCUPANT 
Meeting Rachel Weir 
Rachel Halliburton 

Are you a conformist or a rebel? 

What story best sums this up? 

I think I’m a bit of both. I do like to do things dif-

ferently. When I was at primary school I started a 

craze for eating pudding before your main 

course! As an adult I’ve ended up campaigning 

for change in the church. I used to be Chair of 

WATCH—Women and the Church. There of 

course we were campaigning for inclusive lan-

guage, and obviously for women in the episco-

pate. So in terms of being a conformist or rebel, 

I’m somewhere between the two—like to con-

form but I also like change. 

 

Which memory of childhood 

would you most like to revisit? 

This is slightly fantastical. When I was very small 

we used to go to my grandmother’s in South 

Wales at Christmas time, and every year the 

Salvation Army used to come up the drive and 

play carols. It was just so magical, it was the be-

ginning of Christmas. I remember having to lis-

ten out for Father Christmas’s sleigh-bells. I think 

it would be so lovely as an adult to revisit that 

sense of magical enchantment you have as a 

five-year-old. 

 

Which six figures—historic and 

present day—would you like to be 

stuck with on a desert island? 

First of all I would hate to be stuck on a desert 

island with anybody! But I would certainly be in-

terested in meeting people from the Bible. I’d like 

to meet Mary Magdalene and Mary, Jesus’s 

mother. I’d also like to meet St Peter, and Doubt-

ing Thomas. They’re both rebels, in a way. You 

have the strength and the frailty yet of Peter, al-

ways promising great things, always coura-

geous, yet he keeps falling down. And then I’m 

fascinated by what it would have been like to be 

Doubting Thomas. Among contemporary peo-

ple—Pope Francis. It would just be amazing to 

be near somebody like that. The other person is 

Loretta Minghella—the Chief Executive of Chris-

tian Aid. She came to talk to us recently at a 

chaplain’s conference, and I thought her story 

was very inspiring. 

 

What quality do you most admire in others? 

I think courage with integrity. There is an overlap 

between the two—you can’t have integrity with-

out courage, but I wanted to use both words be-

cause you can certainly have courage without 

integrity. I admire people who know and stand 

up for what they believe in, though you have to 

be careful how you express that. I believe integ-

rity doesn’t convey extremism, because you 

must take account of others.  

Rachel Weir serves as 

Senior Chaplain to Highgate School. 

She worked for many years as Chair of Watch 

(Women and the Church), educating and 

campaigning on gender equality in the CofE. 
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When was the moment you realized 

you wanted to do what you do now? 

It took me quite a long time—about fifteen years. 

In my twenties, I had a sense of a calling to be a 

good person, but it took me ages to realise I 

wanted to be a priest. First I studied Economics 

and Law at Cambridge, then I worked as a bar-

rister. I wanted to work out if I could say I was a 

Christian or not, so I resigned and studied theol-

ogy at Heythrop College. Eventually I was or-

dained in Oxford. 

 

What criticism do you most fear? 

Cowardice. I throw that criticism at myself every 

now and then. I think it’s quite hard to live by 

your principles. 

 

What possession do you have 

that you could not live without? 

My books—even the ones I haven’t read! I do 

have a Kindle, but I only ever have it if I’m going 

on holiday. I like the sensation of a physical 

book—reading it and knowing where you are 

within the whole. I also like the trophy of a 

book. If you look at your library you can 

see the story of your life—even 

the books you wouldn’t want 

to read again remind you 

of things that were 

going on in your 

life when you 

were reading 

them!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you had to walk barefoot from 

Lands End to John O’Groats to save 

one thing in your life, what would it be? 

My three children (who are 16, 18, and 20). 

 

What’s the most important piece of 

advice you’ve ever given someone? 

We’re always told as priests we’re not meant to 

be giving advice as such. However, I met my 

husband when we were at university and strong-

ly encouraged him to follow his calling to be a 

doctor at a point when there was pressure on 

him to do otherwise. 

 

How would you define happiness? 

It’s a big buzzword these days isn’t it?! I think it’s 

knowing that you’re trying to lead a full human 

life to the best of your ability. There’s a kind of 

peace to knowing that you’re on a path, even 

though you’re not always going to tread it as well 

as you might. 
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GENERATION WHY 
Different Perspectives from Different Decades 
Rachel Halliburton 

What’s the best piece of music 

you’ve ever danced to? 

Sarah: If you’re in the mood to dance you 

just dance to anything! I remember everyone 

dancing to will.i.am—I Gotta Feeling, in discos at 

primary school. Recently I’ve started learning 

contemporary dance. I’ve especially enjoyed 

learning a beautiful dance to a song called Youth 

by the band Daughter.  

Anne: I adored ballroom dancing, but was no 

good at it! I loved Scottish dancing, especially 

the Eightsome Reel. When we first got married 

we lived in Scotland, and went to dancing 

groups with other young married people. It’s the 

best social dancing I know, but it’s not a 

smooching kind of music! 

 

What’s your most significant 

political memory? 

Sarah: The last two elections. The coalition 

came in when I was in year 4, and they tried to 

explain it to us but we didn’t understand! I also 

remember when the Japanese earthquake and 

tsunami happened in 2011—it happened when we 

were learning about natural disasters at school. 

Anne: I was most angered by the Iraq War, 

because I thought that the whole country had 

said ‘Don’t’, including me, and had gone out and 

demonstrated. The other significant shock was 

when the Tories got in this time. I thought, good-

ness they can do all the things that I don’t ap-

prove of—attacking the NHS, and clamping 

down on immigrants—with nothing to stop them. 

 

What’s your favourite piece of technology? 

Sarah: I can’t live without my iPhone. I particu-

larly like SnapChat and Instagram, taking pictures 

when I’m with my friends and creating memories.  

Anne: Email and the World Wide Web! I be-

long to U3A (University of the Third Age), and go 

to a fascinating group called ‘History—A Side-

ways Look.’ We have to go and look things up 

on the World Wide Web, and it’s incredible what 

you discover. 

 

What do you think is the biggest 

challenge for your generation? 

Sarah: I’ve only just started getting to GCSE 

stuff. There’s a lot of pressure on you to do very 

well in tests. I’m at Channing, which is competi-

tive. My best subjects are Maths and English—I 

also enjoy doing History essays. I’d quite like to 

be a lawyer, but I’m put off by all the exams! 

Anne: The biggest objective is to die well and 

not be too much of a nuisance on the way. 

That’s my challenge for the elderly. 

 

 

SARAH WOODBURN is 14 

and attends Channing School. 
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Why do you come to church? 

Sarah: I think on Sunday it’s nice to go out with 

your family and be relaxed. It’s nothing like school. 

When I talk to people my age, discussing religion 

and what it means to you is really important. 

Anne: It gives shape to the week. It’s not re-

laxing, it’s all about the puzzles of life. Why are 

we here? Why Christianity? I always find some-

thing interesting in the service. Last week we 

went to choral evensong, and I suddenly picked 

up the words, ‘the devices and desires of our 

hearts’. Are devices the same as desires? No 

they’re not. It’s about the deviousness of the 

heart and the way it makes excuses for you!  

What achievement makes you most proud? 

Sarah: I’ve done a few music exams over the 

years, getting merits and distinctions. I feel most 

proud when I get a test back at school and it’s in 

the 90s. Today I got 94% in my maths test. 

Anne: Two things. For about fourteen years I 

worked for a youth group in Kentish Town run by 

the Grubb Institute of Behavioural Studies, help-

ing give young people confidence to assert their 

place in the world. They did a most interesting 

study on how people worked in groups, which I 

found fascinating. I’ve also always painted—

though I stopped six years ago, because I think 

there are too many second rate paintings in the 

world! But I have a small body of paintings that 

are unique to me, and I’m quite sad to think 

they’ll eventually have to be broken up. 

What word do you use to denote approval? 

Sarah: If I’m listening properly I’ll say quite a 

lot of things. But if I’m only half-listening, I’ll say 

‘Yeah, OK, or whatever!’  

Anne: I think I say ‘Well done!’ And if I’m with 

younger people, I like to give a high-five. 

 

Which author best sums up 

the world you live in?  

Sarah: I like John Green’s books aimed at 

teenagers—they’re kind of a mix between being 

teenage friendly and quite mature, you can really 

get your teeth into them. I especially liked The 

Fault in Our Stars.  

Anne: I’ve recently had a knee replacement, so 

I’ve been reading a lot of books, two of which said 

a lot about aspects of the world that I recognised. 

Those were The Pure Gold Baby by Margaret 

Drabble, and JK Rowling’s A Casual Vacancy.  

ANNE MACGEORGE is 83, and a painter. 

She went to Oxford in 1953, 

married Alastair Macgeorge in 1956, 

and has two daughters. 

If you’re in the mood, just 

dance to anything! 
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MUSIC MAKERS 
Hannah Parry-Ridout 
Interviewed by Robert Pfeiffer 

AT FIRST I found the organ horrendously dif-

ficult. I started out on the violin at age 5, be-

cause my mum played it, but gave up at age 15. 

The difference with the organ was that I was 

committed. Getting the coordination between 

your hands and feet right as well as reading the 

music is incredibly tricky. I started to learn with 

the assistant music director of Norwich cathedral 

at 14. My first lesson was on the organ of the 

cathedral. That was very special and because I 

was also a chorister I got to play occasionally at 

the end of the evensong.  

When I was 16 I went to organ school in West-

minster. We had weekend lessons and I trav-

elled to London every week. For a year I had a 

private sponsor who remains anonymous, which 

is quite special. It was set up through an agent—

to this day I don’t know who the sponsor was. 

It was pure giving without any recognition or 

expectation. 

Then I got in to the Royal College of Music for a 

four-year course. They have two organists ad-

mitted a year from about 60 applicants. I con-

vinced myself that I hadn’t got in, so I was 

shocked when I heard I’d been admitted. I even 

rang them up to check that it was true.  

After that I did a Masters at Royal Holloway. I 

had to write thousands of essays and loved it. 

Now making a living has to come first. Some-

times reconciling the passion I have for music 

and thinking of it as a job is not easy.  

To relax I go running. I’ve done two half mara-

thons and a 10K and I’ve entered for the London 

marathon, but who knows... I love running by 

myself, it’s almost like therapy. I always try and 

push myself to either go further or faster. But I 

just love  the sense of achieving faster times—

I’m very competitive, with myself! 

I also read a lot, I just got a Kindle so can read 

lots of free books. I’m reading Dickens’ The Old 

Curiosity Shop and I think it’s great. He’s got a 

real turn of phrase that brings people alive.  

 

I came to St Michael’s because I saw the job ad-

vertised in the Church Times. I started in Febru-

ary and still feel quite new, because the services 

change all the time. But I feel like I know the 

people now quite well. It’s a nice community and 

they are all fantastic musicians. Drinks after 

choir practice is always fun! 

I ran a children’s choir for really little kids at the 

Church of The Annunciation, Marble Arch. 

They’re over 100 children at the service every 

Sunday. Most of them are under five, and there’s 

a really serious smells and bells liturgy without 

any colloquialisms. The most challenging mo-

ment is when the children are back from Sunday 

school and they have to stay still during the or-

gan voluntary. I used to have to restrain them 

from running away for a biscuit… 

I’m looking forward to working with the proba-

tioner choir in September. The probationists are 

training for the adult choir and we need to recruit 

young children of the right age to start singing 

with the choir.  
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TAKING ON TESCO 
Fairtrade bananas 
Gilly Wesley 
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THE TEMPTATION OF Jesus has inspired all 

sorts of variations in film, art and literature. Last 

March, we took on the subject for Messy Church. 

As we learnt about the 40 days that Jesus spent 

in the desert being tempted by the Devil, we 

were accompanied by a 9-foot-long blow-up ba-

nana just underneath the pulpit (!) Since Jesus 

was fasting during this time—and was invited by 

the Devil, among other things, to turn a stone into 

a loaf of bread—we decided to look at the temp-

tations posed by the world’s most popular fruit.  

The exercise that Andrea Pfeiffer and I presided 

over was messy in the true sense of the word. The 

challenge was to fill bananas with Fairtrade Divine 

chocolate. These were then wrapped in foil and 

we (tried to!) resist the temptation of eating them 

straightaway. After Messy Church, we took them 

home and put them in the freezer until Easter! 

Yet there is a rather different and more serious 

issue surrounding the consumption of bananas. 

The price of a banana bought in a UK supermar-

ket has dropped from around 18p a decade ago 

to just 11p now. The result is that for farmers and 

workers in countries like Colombia 

and the Dominican Republic, grow-

ing bananas for a living is becom-

ing unsustainable.  

How do we address this? Over 

the last six to nine months, the 

Fairtrade Foundation has been en-

couraging us all to get Tesco and Asda to 

“GO BANANAS FOR FAIRTRADE!” Last 

Christmas, they asked me and other Fairtrade 

supporters to write to our local Tesco and Asda 

stores and head offices to ask them to stock only 

Fairtrade bananas. Buying Fairtrade bananas in 

the UK means that producers are guaranteed a 

minimum price, get an extra premium to invest in 

their community and have improved workplace 

conditions and protection. 

180,000 messages were sent. This has un-

locked the door to meetings at the highest level 

with Asda and Tesco, to seriously discuss their 

sourcing policies and how they independently 

verify them to their customers. It remains to be 

seen whether they will follow The Cooperative, 

Waitrose and Sainsbury’s and stock 100% 

Fairtrade bananas. 

The Bishop of London certified St Michael’s as a 

Fairtrade Church in 2010, and we hold regular 

Fairtrade sales throughout the year, as well as 

using Fairtrade tea and coffee in our kitchens. 

I am convinced that Fairtrade transforms lives!  

Fairtrade pays small-scale farmers in developing 

countries fair and stable prices for their products, 

so that their businesses are sustainable. 

Fairtrade benefits whole communities by paying 

a 'social premium' on top of the fair price, to in-

vest in schools, clinics and water supplies. 

Fairtrade farmers practise sustainable 

farming which helps protect the environment. 

Fairtrade products are of high quality, and often 

organic too. Have you tried Fairtrade Divine 

chocolate—it’s simply divine! 

I believe in Fairtrade. 

I hope I have convinced you. 

The next Fairtrade stall 

at St Michael’s is on 

Sunday 27 September 

17 
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OUR 

PLANE ARRIVED 

in Uganda late on a Monday 

evening. We disembarked knowing 

the most ambitious part of the journey was 

still ahead of us. Kirima Parents’ Primary School  

(KPPS) is situated in a town called Kanungu, in 

the westernmost part of the country. The area is 

rural and deprived—only accessible through 

roads which are mainly untarmacked and very 

bumpy! 

Just over twenty years ago, in 1994, a group of 

parents had the vision to set up the school as a 

response to limited educational resources in a 

country still reeling from the impact of Idi Amin’s 

dictatorship. In order to help raise funds—both in 

Uganda and abroad—and to make this a 

sustainable long-term project, the Child to 

Family Community Development Organisation 

(CHIFCOD) was founded. The extraordinary Rev 

Hamlet Mbabazi was its founder—now, under 

his leadership, the organisation helps to run four 

primary schools, a secondary school and a com-

munity college. Both St Michael’s Church and St 

Michael’s School support KPPS through 

CHIFCOD’s affiliated UK charity Kirima Ltd. 

So how did we get involved as a family? In Sep-

tember 2014 Hamlet suggested that the children 

at KPPS would love a proper television so they 

could have movie nights. For this we had to raise 

£1,900. My daughter, Jessica, and I are currently 

the St Michael’s school reps for Kirima, so we 

began by doing an assembly to raise aware-

ness. Sally Higginbottom then set up the 

JustGiving website, many 

of you raised money through Screen Free time, 

the St Michael’s School Association held a cake 

stall, and Rachel Maynard counted many cop-

pers donated from copper jars. Once this had 

been done, Mary Embleton, treasurer for Kirima 

Ltd, managed the complicated transfer of funds 

from the online account and combined this with 

direct donations. In the meantime I learnt a lot 

about relative costs of TVs in the UK and 

Uganda, and how to deal with issues including 

electricity surge risks and what other equipment 

was needed, under the tutelage of Craig Moehl. 

At first, the idea that we could go to Kanungu as 

a family to witness the television’s unveiling 

seemed fanciful. Yet several months later there 

we were, being driven into Kampala to meet 

Hamlet at his office, before setting off on our ad-

venture. On our journey from Kampala to Kanungu, 

our girls—Rhiannon and Jess—became some-

what self-conscious as local people stared at us 

as we passed in the car. At one point, our driver 

Nicholas stopped the car to take a phone call, 

and a crowd of school kids quickly formed to 

have a closer look. Nicholas smiled and told us it 

would be the talk of the school that they had 

seen mzunga (white) children. 

As our journey continued, we had some wonder-

ful experiences. We crossed the equator. We 

also went to Queen Elizabeth National Park 

where we saw elephants by the side of the road. 

There were also some physical discomforts, 

however, not least the point when the tarmac 

road disappeared completely and we were left to 

continue down a dirt track. As for the toilet stops, 

these made me very ‘anxious’! 

CROSSING CONTINENTS 
Bringing TV to Kirima 
Heidi Hales with Toby, Rhiannon and Jessica 
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We received a wonderfully 

warm welcome when we arrived. 

We stayed in The Mountain Gorilla Inn, which is 

run by the college to host visitors and make 

money. To our huge relief there was a flushing 

toilet and shower! 

Visiting Kirima Parents’ Primary School 

On Good Friday we visited Kirima Parents Pri-

mary School. The day school pupils had gone 

home but the boarders had stayed specially to 

welcome us. We initially felt guilty that the chil-

dren had missed their holiday, but soon realised 

that the attraction of visitors, the TV, a picnic and 

games playing, on top of three meals per day 

and not having to go to get water, had been very 

persuasive! 

There are 400+ children at the school, half of 

whom board, from nursery age to year 7. Some 

start late and some stay to repeat years, so the 

oldest child there was 15 years old. There are 

crammed single gender dormitories in triple-

stacked bunk beds. There is one water tap area, 

with several taps. Water needs to be boiled in 

the main kitchen before drinking. Classrooms 

are very basic, but they do have lights and a 

power socket that can be used when the elec-

tricity is running; there is a generator but we 

didn't see it used. Class size at KPPS varies 

from 45 to 75. These classes are small com-

pared to the state schools, which can have class 

sizes of up to 100.  

The pupils welcomed us with singing and danc-

ing to welcome visitors. Afterwards we were in-

vited to ‘mingle’. Toby was dragged down to the 

field almost immediately, and set up a football 

game. Jessica followed as soon as she could. 

Rhiannon was surrounded by teenage girls who 

were mesmerised by her long hair. For practical 

reasons of health and low maintenance, girls in 

Ugandan schools have to keep their hair shaved 

until they go to college.  

The TV was presented to the children on Friday 

afternoon. Toby and some teachers gallantly set 

it up, but just as we were about to watch the 

movie, it started to rain and the electricity went 

off. The rain was so loud on the corrugated iron 

roof that no one could be heard, so we all sat 

patiently in silence. The children were clearly 

used to this. 

After lunch with Hamlet on Saturday, we revisit-

ed the school with him to unveil the TV again. 

This time the electricity stayed on and everyone 

settled down to watch Pocahontas. 

Tarzan soon followed, but sadly the 

electricity went off again so the movie 

was not finished. 

Easter Sunday heralded a service at the new 

Free Methodist church. The final icebreaker was 

a picnic up a hill on Sunday afternoon. There 

was a lovely view and we had a great time. The 

sun, though hidden by clouds, was clearly strong 

in the clear air at high altitude. Rhiannon and I 

returned with rather red faces, which caused 

much amusement! 

After a Monday of games and more movies, we 

said our goodbyes on Tuesday morning in a full 

school assembly. It felt quite emotional. Three 

days from stranger to friend; from visitor to be-

longing. 

To find out more, to donate or to sponsor a 

child, speak to Heidi Hales or Karen Sennett. 

Look at the noticeboard at the back of church 

or see our website. 
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SUMMER READING 
Family Forgiveness? 
Jack Harris 

THE KNOT OF VIPERS (also known as 

Vipers’ Tangle) is the story of Louis, a dying 

French lawyer who has risen in the course of a 

stellar career from rural poverty to the height of 

society. He has come, though, to despise his 

greedy and idle family and plots to disinherit 

them. His children, in turn, plot to have Louis 

committed to a mental asylum, so that he will be 

unable to amend his will to their disadvantage.  

Louis’ marriage has withered. His wife is from an 

ancient family (in contrast to Louis’ nouveaux 

riches) and dedicated to her Catholic faith. Louis 

is an atheist and harbours a grudge against his 

wife because at the infancy of their marriage she 

hinted at a pre-marital dalliance with another 

man. In reflecting on his life, though, Louis 

moves from bitterness and self-pity to an ac-

ceptance of his own failings and a willingness to 

forgive. Gradually he moves towards an ac-

ceptance of his wife’s faith: different readers will 

come to different views as to how far Louis has 

travelled on this road before he dies.  

The book, by François Mauriac (readers may 

also be familiar with his Thérèse), wonderfully 

explores how self-defeating it can be to bear a 

grudge and the liberation associated with for-

giveness. The book is also laced with comedy 

and high drama. It is a highly recommended holi-

day read, particularly for those travelling to Bor-

deaux this summer (where it is set).  

The book was universally acclaimed by the 

members of the Highgate Churches’ Book 

Group, when we discussed it together earlier this 

year. The Book Group meets every 6 weeks or 

so to discuss a book or play (usually with a theo-

logical theme) over a glass of wine. Other books 

dissected and argued over this year have been 

The Red Tent by Anita Diamant, Murder in the 

Cathedral by T.S. Eliot and Crime & Punishment 

by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. 

Do join us on 14 July when we will 

be putting Christopher Marlowe’s 

Dr Faustus through its paces. 

“I know my heart— 
it is a knot of vipers... 

Impossible now to loosen 
the knot. I can fight free 
only by cutting it with a 
knife, by slashing it 
with a sword.” 
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PRAYER 
Am I doing it right? 
Anne Casson 

TO LINK WITH the sermon series, a recent 

prayer meeting in the Upper Hall was inspired by 

St Paul’s Fruits of the Spirit. There were nine 

different areas for prayer, linked to St. Paul’s 

prescribed attributes of Christian life: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful-

ness, gentleness and self-control. 

 

For each attribute, we were given: some sugges-

tions for prayer; a simple activity to do whilst 

praying to focus on the ‘fruit’; and a piece of deli-

cious fruit to eat. We moved quietly from table to 

table, praying silently. We ended simply, saying 

the Grace. It was a beautiful evening, with dusk 

slowly creeping over the trees in the cemetery as 

a few friends prayed together in the quiet room. 

 

Join us for the next 

monthly prayer 

evening at 8pm 

on Wednesday 

9 September. 

PRAYING WITH FRUIT 
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IT’S NOT OFTEN that we get the chance to 

talk about our prayer life. When we do, the ques-

tion ‘Am I doing it right?’ often comes up. Encour-

agingly, the answer is more than likely to be ‘Yes’. 

Any way that we communicate with God, or let 

God communicate with us, must be good. 

A Christian friend of mine thought she couldn’t 

pray. When she realised that sitting in her quiet 

room in silence was prayer, she was so happy it 

gave her confidence to try other ways—whether 

that was using the Bible, relying on her imagina-

tion, or meditating on a beautiful picture. Not far 

down the line, she became a priest, so she her-

self could help other people draw closer to God. 

In May, Fr. Bruce Batstone of Hornsey Parish or-

ganised a Week of Accompanied Prayer (WAP). 

It was designed to help people in their prayer, ra-

ther like a retreat, yet without asking them to stay 

away from home. People who took part continued 

in their normal daily lives, but committed them-

selves to setting aside time for personal prayer as 

well as meeting individually with an experienced 

Prayer Guide. Importantly, this allowed them to 

focus not just on praying itself, but on what rela-

tionship it had with their whole life. 

I felt privileged to be part of this. Meeting regu-

larly in the beautiful, peaceful church was a very 

moving experience, and opened my eyes to the 

generosity of God drawing near to us so that we 

can experience more of His love. 

The thirty people who took part in Hornsey’s 

WAP will continue to explore their relationship 

with prayer over the year. I am sure some of St. 

Michael’s congregation will be welcome to parti-

cipate next spring but if anyone wishes to talk 

about prayer before then, I would be very happy 

to listen. 
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SERVICES AT ST MICHAEL’S 
There is a service of said Holy Communion 
each Thursday at 11am. 

 8am 9.45 11.15 4pm 6.30pm 

5th
 Jul 

Trinity 5 

CW Holy 
Communion 

2 Cor 12.2-10 
Mark 6.1-13 

Holy 
Communion 

James 1.19-27 
Mt 5.38-42 

Morning 
Worship 

James 1.19-27 
Mt 5.38-42 

  

BCP Choral 
Eucharist 

2 Cor 12.2-10 
Mark 6.1-13 

12th Jul 
Trinity 6 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

Morning 
Prayer 

Eph 1.3-14 
Mark 6.14-29 

Holy 
Communion 

Eph 1.3-14 
Mark 6.14-29 

Messy 
Church 

Galatians 6.22 

 

Service of 
the Word 

Job 4.1, 5.6-27 
Rom 15.14-29 

19th Jul 
Trinity 7 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

Holy 
Communion 

Eph 2.11-22 
Mk 6.30-34,53-56 

Morning 
Worship 

Eph 2.11-22 
Mk 6.30-34,53-56 

  

BCP Choral 
Evensong 

Job 13.13 - 14.6 
Heb 2.5-18 

26th Jul 
Trinity 8 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 
and Baptism 

Ephesians 3.14-21 
John 6.1-21 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Job 19.1-27a 
Hebrews 8 

2nd Aug 

Trinity 9 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Ephesians 4.1-16 
John 6.24-35 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Job 28 
Heb 11.17-31 

9th Aug 

Trinity 10 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Ephesians 4.25 - 5.2 
John 6.35,41-51 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Job 39.1 – 40 
Heb 12.1-17 

16th
 Aug 

Trinity 11 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 

Ephesians 5.15-20, John 6.51-58 

Bring & Share Picnic following 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Ex 2.23 - 3.10 
Heb 13.1-15 

23rd Aug 

Trinity 12 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 
and Baptism 

Ephesians 6.10-20 
John 6.56-69 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Ex 4.27 - 5.1 
Heb 13.16-21 

30th
 Aug 

Trinity 13 

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 

James 1.17-27 
Mark 7.1-8,14,15,21-23 

  

BCP Evening 
Prayer 

Ex 12.21-27 
Mt 4.23 - 5.20 

6th Sep 

Trinity 14 

CW Holy 
Communion 

James 2.1-17 
Mark 7.24-37 

Holy 
Communion 

James 2.1-17 
Mark 7.24-37 

Morning 
Worship 

James 2.1-17 
Mark 7.24-37 

  

BCP Choral 
Eucharist 

Exodus 14.5-31 
Matthew 6.1-18 
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 10am 

5th
 Jul 

Trinity 5 

Parish 
Communion 

12th Jul 
Trinity 6 

Parish 
Communion 

19th Jul 
Trinity 7 

Parish 
Communion 

26th Jul 
Trinity 8 

All Age 
Worship 

2nd Aug 

Trinity 9 

Parish 
Communion 

9th Aug 

Trinity 10 

Parish 
Communion 

16th
 Aug 

Trinity 11 

Parish 
Communion 

23rd Aug 

Trinity 12 

Parish 
Communion 

30th
 Aug 

Trinity 13 

All Age 
Worship 

6th Sep 

Trinity 14 

Parish 
Communion 

  

ST MICHAEL’S REGISTER 
Baptisms 

Ted Burgess, Samuel Kit Weinman-Knight, 

Amelie Gabrielle Boma Dokubo, Melissa Maria Karpė, 

Robinson Gaspard Walter Owen, Ava Holt and 

Henry Matthew William Causer 

Wedding 

Christopher Peter Trigg and Katherine Blyn Wakely-Mulroney 

Funerals 

Loraine Ruth Davey, Clifford James Newbold and Rosie Peto 

 

ALL SAINTS’ REGISTER 

Baptism 

Thomas Peter Offer 

Funerals 

Lynne Elmer-Laird and Valma Olive Peterson 

SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS’ 
There is a service of said Holy Communion 
each Wednesday at 7.30pm. 

HIGHGATE EVENTS 

Stewardship events to support the work of our churches. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Saturday 1 August, 8-10am 

Delicious full breakfast with a short talk. In the hall at St Michael’s. 

HIGHGATE FOOD FESTIVAL 

Saturday 12 September, 12-5pm 

Food and drink from around Highgate, with 

bouncy castle and face-paints. In the garden at All Saints’. 

ADULT DANCE CLASS 

Saturday 19 September, 3pm 

Dance class with Emily Howes plus coffee and cake at St Michael’s. 

QUIZ NIGHTS 

Tuesday 15 & Thursday 24 September, 7.30pm 

A simple meal accompanying two (different!) quizzes 

led by Andrew Sanderson. Held in the Upper Hall at St Michael’s. 

BOWLING AFTERNOON 

Saturday 26 September, 4-5pm 

Show off you skills or just for fun at the Hollywood Bowl. 
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IN THE COMMITTEES 
St Michael’s PCC 
Mary Embleton 

The PCC has met once since the last edition of 

the Parish Magazine. The APCM has also met. 

 

Membership 

Seven existing PCC members stepped down and 

were replaced by six new members, so we still 

have a vacancy for anyone interested in joining. 

 

Constitution of PCC Committees 

The committee structure and membership was 

reviewed and it was agreed that the part of the 

remit of the Fellowship and Social Committee 

could be covered by the other committees. The 

Pastoral Care Group has been expanded and 

formalised into a PCC Committee. 

 

Committee Members 

Standing Committee (including Finance) 

Vicar, Churchwardens, Deputy Churchwardens, 

Treasurer, PCC Secretary, Fabric (Malcolm 

McGregor) and Bryce Wandrey. 

 

Stewardship and Fundraising Committee 

Mark Dailey, James Yeates, Gilly Wesley, Alan 

West, Ginny West and Roger Sainsbury. 

 

Fabric Committee 

Jonathan Trigg, Malcolm McGregor, Alan West, 

Julia Rigby, Colin Rennie and Ben Ridehalgh. 

 

Mission Committee 

Howard Rogers, James Yeates, Anne Casson, 

Jack Harris, Lauren Patman, Jean Reed and 

Jonathan Brooks. Nicholas Sanderson for MAP. 

 

Pastoral Care Committee 

Anne Casson, Gilly Wesley and Mary Embleton 

were already members of the Pastoral Care 

Group (among others) but two or three others 

would bring fresh blood to the group.  Malcolm 

Weir will join and James will attend the next 

meeting to establish the terms of reference.  

 

Please speak to a member of the committee if 

you’d like to join. You don’t need to be a mem-

ber of the PCC to join. 

Committee Updates 

Stewardship and Fundraising Committee 

The 2015 stewardship campaign is under way 

with a programme of seeding events leading up 

to two quiz nights in September and Steward-

ship Sunday on 27th September, when people 

will be invited to sign pledges. (See page 23 for 

details.) We are praying that this work will meet 

with a good response from our church members 

because giving has dropped in recent years and 

the church is seriously underfunded. 

 

Fabric Committee 

Works to the church entrance to reorganise the 

signage, form a permanent level access and 

clear accumulated waste from the church are 

progressing. 

 

Mission Committee 

The Mission Committee is currently working on a 

faith inquirers’ course for parents, and looking at 

how to integrate the Diocesan Capital Vision. 

 

Dates for 2015 / 2016 PCC Meetings 

9 July 2015, 17 September, 26 November 

21 January 2016, 17 March 

Clergy 

Jonathan Trigg 

Bryce Wandrey 

James Yeates 

Howard Rogers 

Robert Willoughby 

 

Churchwardens 

Mark Dailey 

(Lay Vice-Chair) 

Alan West 

 

Deanery Synod 

Anne Casson 

Lauren Patman 

(Dep. PCC Sec.) 

Jean Reed 

Nicholas Sanderson 

Elected (*2015) 

Jane Fluckiger 

(Dep. C-Warden) 

Vanessa Frances-

Georgianna 

(Dep. C-Warden) 

Mary Embleton 

(PCC Secretary) 

John-Henry Liepe 

(Treasurer) 

Gilly Wesley 

(Electoral Roll) 

Paul Crowther* 

Anne MacGeorge* 

Malcom McGregor* 

Ben Ridehalgh* 

Patrice Ware-White* 

Malcolm Weir* 

PCC Membership 

Mary Holtby is Dep. Treasurer but not on the PCC. 
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WHO TO 
CONTACT? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev’d. Dr. Jonathan Trigg 

Vicar, St Michael’s 

Curate, All Saints’ 

jonathan.trigg@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

07883 340239 

The Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey 

Associate Vicar, StM 

Priest-in-Charge, AS 

Highgate Theology Fellowship 

brycepwandrey@gmail.com 

020 8351 6083 

 

The Rev’d. James Yeates 

Assistant Curate 

james.yeates@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

020 8144 3056 

 

The Rev’d. Howard Rogers 

Assistant Curate 

howard.rogers@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

020 7485 6376 

 

 

Rev’d. Robert Willoughby 

Assistant Curate 

robert.willoughby@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

01923 456328 

 

ST MICHAEL’S 

Jonathan Brooks 

Children’s & Youth 

jonathan.brooks@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

020 7681 0170 
 

Paul Dean 

Director of Music 

paul.dean@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

07740 28274 
 

Hannah Parry-Ridout 

Assistant Organist 

hparryridout@ 

gmail.com 
 

Michael Haslam 

Musician 

innate@mac.com 

07730 556595 
 

Veronica Sanderson 

Safeguarding 

safeguarding@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

07961 165029 

Anne Casson 

Reader 

cassonjsc@ 

hotmail.com 

020 7272 2374 
 

Robert Pfeiffer 

Reader & Magazine 

rpfeiffer@ 

bryangarnier.com 

020 8348 9140 
 

Nick Sanderson 

Reader 

nsanderson@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 

020 8883 6031 
 

Gill Taylor 

Reader 

gilltaylor77@gmail.com 

020 8340 8319 
 

John Taylor 

Reader 

johntaylorok@aol.com 

020 8340 9019 

Patrice Ware-White 

Reader 

p.ware@ucl.ac.uk 

020 8348 3257 

 

Alan West 

Churchwarden 

alanwest60@gmail.com 

020 7284 3282 

 

Mark Dailey 

Churchwarden 

mark.dailey@ 

madano.com 

020 7561 0750 

 

Mary Embleton 

PCC Secretary 

mary.embleton@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 

020 8340 5923 

 

John-Henry Liepe 

PCC Treasurer 

jhliepe@hotmail.com 

07841 165029 

Mary Holtby 

Assistant Treasurer 

mary.holtby@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 

020 8245 5490 
 

Roger Sainsbury 

Stewardship Recorder 

rnsainsbury88@ 

gmail.com 

020 8883 492 
 

Gilly Wesley 

Fairtrade & Elec. Roll 

gilly.wesley@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Karen Sennett 

Mission Partners 

karen@metafour.com 

020 8340 3739 
 

Kay Langley-May 

Parish Administrator 

office@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org 

020 8340 7279 

www.stmichaelshighgate.org 

ALL SAINTS’ www.allsaintshighgate.com 

Pam Lighthill 

Reader & PCC Sec. 

pam_lighthill@ 

hotmail.co.uk 

020 8444 0387 
 

John Havergal 

Churchwarden 

agile@authors.co.uk 

020 8341 0442 
 

Anna Cotton-Smith 

Churchwarden 

annaclarecotton@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

07779 270558 

Mary Barker 

Stewardship Recorder 

020 8348 6058 
 

David Bulgin 

Treasurer 

david.bulgin@ 

rssb.co.uk 

020 8349 2397 
 

Jane Havergal 

Electoral Roll 

jhavergal@ 

blueyonder.co.uk 

020 8374 5543 
 

Jean Johnson 

Church Hall Bookings 

020 8347 8020 
 

Valerie McMillan 

Choir Mistress 

020 8346 0438 
 

Demi Adebanjo 

Children’s Advocate 

demiathome@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

020 8340 2128 

 

 
 

Guides 

Elizabeth Bulgin 

020 8349 2397 
 

Marie Edwards 

Brownies & BRF 

mefaired@hotmail.co.uk 

020 8340 5726 
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CRISIS AT ST PAUL’S 
Occupying an historic faultline 
Rachel Halliburton 

WHEN YOU ENTER St Michael’s, you are 

standing almost at the same level as the cross 

on the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral. That iconic 

dome, which erupted from the turbulent hubbub 

of seventeenth century London, has seemed to 

evolve seamlessly as a symbol in the modern 

world. Its distinctive silhouette pops up in films 

ranging from ‘Lawrence of Arabia’ to 

‘Trainspotting’, while its memorial services mark 

everything from the deaths of major cultural fig-

ures (Big Bird once sang there for Jim Henson) 

to those killed in Afghanistan.  

Yet there is a degree to which it will always sit on 

the faultline between the ancient and modern. 

No event has shown that more starkly than the 

supposed clash between Occupy London and 

the cathedral authorities in 2011. Steve Waters’ 

new play, Temple—set in a replica of St Paul’s 

Chapter House—puts the microscope on how 

the Dean, the Canon Chancellor Giles Fraser, 

and the Bishop of London dealt with the fallout 

from the crisis. 

It may seem perverse to write ‘supposed clash—

of course there was a very public clash—yet as 

Waters’ subtle script reminds us, the protesters 

initially didn’t intend to camp outside St Paul’s. 

The target of their ire was the cathedral’s neigh-

bour, London’s Stock Exchange, but a court in-

junction prevented them from camping outside, 

so they moved to St Paul’s Churchyard. As a re-

sult the premise of the debate was skewed by the 

premises. With an irony that a latterday Evelyn 
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Waugh might have appreciated, a false opposi-

tion was quickly set up in the media between an 

apparently aloof cathedral, in cahoots with the 

wealthy and entitled, and the protesters champi-

oning the poor. The Dean’s decision first to close 

the doors of the cathedral and then take legal ac-

tion to remove the protesters seemed to confirm 

this bias. Giles Fraser’s resignation came across 

as a cry from the heart from a man who recog-

nised where the true Christian sentiment lay.  

Temple takes it upon itself to address this polar-

ised depiction of the crisis, portraying events on 

the day of the Canon Chancellor’s resignation. 

Simon Russell Beale—himself formerly a choris-

ter at the cathedral—plays the beleaguered 

Dean, Graeme Knowles, with a characteristic 

combination of waspish intellectual wit and pro-

found humanity. The script does not exonerate 

Knowles (who like Fraser, is not explicitly 

named)—far from it—yet Russell Beale tellingly 

evokes the plight of a man trapped in impossible 

circumstances. We see that Knowles, a popular 

Dean, has tried what to do is responsible and 

reasonable and has fatally misjudged his hand. 

As the individual in charge of a public totem, he 

must deal with the appearance of reality as 

much as reality itself, but cannot comprehend 

how to do so in a world defined by tweets and 

iPhone images.  

There are many delightful details in Howard 

Davies’ production—the mobile-phone ringtones 

for the different characters are a running joke, as 

are the types of coffee they drink, ‘I’ll have a flat 

white,’ says the Bishop of London. In the Chapter 

House, the Dean must deal with a series of visita-

tions. These include a female virger who, some-

what inauthentically, raves about the merits of 

previous deans (no dean is a hero to his virger!), 

a wise fool in the form of a scatty PA, the Bishop, 

and Paul Higgins’ Canon Chancellor. The latter, 

Giles Fraser, emerged as a hero in the media, but 

here, like Knowles, his image is more nuanced. 

‘You are a vain man’, Russell-Beale intones, 

though Fraser’s canny intellect is in no doubt, and 

their heartfelt hug later is equally telling.  

At this point I should declare an interest—my 

late father was a canon at St Paul’s from 1990 to 

2003. For all its loving observed detail, Temple 

fails to address something that seemed to be a 

glaring misperception at the time. It is true that 

cathedral staff deal extensively with those from 

the grander walks of life—royalty, leading figures 

in the City, international politicians. But it is 

equally—perhaps more—part of day-to-day ca-

thedral life to care for the homeless and offer 

comfort to those in difficulty. While we were 

there, the clergy households daily gave food and 

drink to those who turned up hungry on the door-

step, and the clergy themselves would go to 

greater lengths to see that any who were sick or 

troubled had all the help they needed. So it was 

strange to see the media portraying a St Paul’s 

that had no time for the disadvantaged.  

Yet in a further Evelyn-Waugh-style twist of iro-

ny, this distorted portrayal of the cathedral still 

managed to raise crucial questions about how 

the church should address finance and inequali-

ty in the modern world. Words, on this occasion, 

spoke louder than actions. As Jonathan Trigg 

points out so eloquently in his letter (page 4), 

Christians cannot claim that their religion has 

nothing to do with questions of money. The 

Occupy movement demanded that the Church 

faced up to the banking crisis as one of the key 

moral dilemmas of our age, and it was found 

wanting in its response. The resonance through 

the church hierarchy was immense—and argua-

bly played a significant part in the eventual ap-

pointment of the politically astute, financially sav-

vy Justin Welby as Archbishop of Canterbury.  

Though it could explore such issues in greater 

depth, ‘Temple’ is well worth the visit for reveal-

ing the complexity of the factors affecting those 

who were caught up in a rhetorical maelstrom, 

and whose lives were changed both for better 

and worse. It shows that it is not just God who 

moves in mysterious ways in this strange, con-

flicted world.  

Temple is at the Donmar Warehouse until 25 July 
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Backseat Drivers 
Stress and Sanctuary 
Jonathan Brooks 

I AM CONSTANTLY amazed at how hard 

young children work. With homework in nursery, 

tests in Reception and barely a passing minute 

not filled with achievement and accomplishment, 

the school life of today’s children is vastly more 

demanding than most of ours ever was. Today’s 

six year old has a CV that puts mine to shame. 

In many ways, this is good news. The prolifera-

tion of clubs and societies afford children untold 

opportunities, and hundreds of friends. Solid 

work of reading, working, writing and thinking is 

clearly good. The ability of children to study and 

develop is hugely impressive, and should be 

widely praised. Yet none of it seems much fun. 

Indeed, the vocabulary of today’s schooling 

hardly sounds enjoyable: rigour, discipline, 

standards, failing schools, global race. With a 

constant fear of falling behind, children some-

times live in a world tougher than their parents’. 

How many of us would like our annual appraisal 

pegged to achievement in Singapore? 

Scaling such dizzying heights does not come 

easily—or cheaply. We know this, and the costs 

are all around us. There is more ‘rigour’ on chil-

dren, teachers work ever harder, and parents are 

under constant pressure. Money is tight, hours 

are long, and ‘good enough’ is never satisfactory. 

It’s like we treat children, and the families that 

nurture them, like a wind-up toy: the more you 

tighten it, the further it will go. And even if they 

will get to Singapore, today’s children are 

very tightly wound. 

These are by no means unique obser-

vations; the welfare of our children has 

been a gently growing concern for 

years. Perplexing policymakers and 

parents alike, even Highgate School 

held a conference on adolescent 

mental health last year. Yet it is 

amid this drive to succeed and 

guilt when we don’t that 

there is the greatest need 

of rest. 

In the year when we are vaingloriously flaunting 

Magna Carta to the world, I think it’s time to re-

vive another medieval relic: sanctuary. The com-

mon law provisions that criminals could escape, 

or at least delay, justice by grasping the brass 

knocker on the church door is no good for our 

age. But the church still has an indispensable 

role as a haven for rest. 

Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you 

who are weary and carry heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest. Let me teach you, 

because I am humble and gentle at heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. For my 

yoke is easy to bear, and the burden 

I give you is light.” Matthew 11:28-30 

These words speak to the heart of our anxiety, 

and the fear of inadequacy that can grip every-

one from pupil to politician. It is a fear that 

gripped me, most intensely at university. Having 

made it to the glittering but ultimately unhappy 

spires of Oxford, I found it almost impossible to 

escape the culture of competitive achievement. 

Eventually, I was much happier and more suc-

cessful at Oxford Brookes, but only once I’d un-

derstood these words for myself. 

Jesus’s rejection of a ‘race’, and his call to rest is 

profoundly counter-cultural. Yet it is essential for 

our society and the wellbeing of our children. At St 

Michael’s, there will never be homework and no-

one will complain if anyone’s late. There won’t be 

a test or report card on progress made. 

In the midst of exams, clubs and the 

end of the year, it can be easy 

to forget that our church is a place 

of encouragement and relief. 

Racing for the brass knocker, our 

church is a sanctuary from the 

pressures of our world. We all 

need reminding of Jesus’s 

promise of comfort to the 

weary and hard-worked: at 

the end of a long year, I 

think that’s probably all of 

us! 
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