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We have been amazed in this issue of the maga-
zine – as with the others – by people’s generosity 
in sharing their time and expertise. This has pro-
duced a fascinating range of articles that cover 
both local and international issues.

When we were sat round Rachel’s living room ta-
ble eating a takeaway curry, it seemed a stretch – 
given the time constraints – to create a magazine 
that would even stretch to 20 pages.

How could we ask Jonathan Trigg, who was in 
Singapore visiting his newly wed son, to come up 
with the Vicar’s letter? What could we ask Bryce 
– a reliable contributor of top quality thought-pro-
voking pieces – to turn around in just a few days? 
Would any of the congregation’s eminent lawyers 
be happy to tackle how the legal profession might 
understand the Bible? Who would be prepared to 
reveal a wide range of personal details for this 
edition’s Soul Occupant?

“Well, it’ll just have to be a thin edition,” we finally 
concluded. “That’s what we always think,” said 
Jonathan Brooks, “but I’ll make a prediction that 
we’ll find ourselves again busting the number of 
pages we’re planning, because of the fantastic 
material people produce…”

And so it has proved. Thank you so much – we 
really rely on you all to make this magazine what 
it is.

Robert Pfeiffer, Rachel Halliburton 
and Jonathan Brooks
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I was a stranger and you took me in
Christians have no monopoly on concern, service 
and care for those in need. Far from it. But the call to 
feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to welcome the 
stranger, to visit the sick and the prisoner (Matthew 
25:31-46) is of the essence of our faith. It isn’t limited 
to ‘people like us’, or to our own circles, and the duty 
of care is not confined to our fellow-believers. What-
ever the blemishes of the church in its tangled history, 
it remains true that so very much relieving of injustice 
and human misery has been the work of Christian dis-
ciples in direct response to the Lord’s call to love and 
serve the neighbour in need.

How, then, as Christians today, do we respond to the 
refugee crisis that has overtaken the borders of Eu-
rope? We’ll all have our different assessments of the 
moral and logistical concerns it has raised. Churches 
have responded in a variety of ways. Some are fo-
cusing on people seeking entry to the UK, with con-
gregation members offering accommodation to those 
fleeing war and danger in Syria in their own homes. A 
much larger group is sending food and clothing and 
other necessities to the Jungle camp outside Calais. 

Others are concentrating their attention on the huge 
refugee camps in Lebanon and Iraq where resourc-
es are hugely overstretched and people are suffering. 
St Michael’s appealed at Harvest for donations to the 
work of Christian Aid (at St Michael’s) and Oxfam (at 
All Saints) in these camps. We have also talked direct-
ly to Christian Aid about what it is doing to address 
the crisis as a whole – to see their reply, please have 
a look at the article on the next page.

Yet the church’s re-
sponse is not just about 
provision of aid. Chris-
tian leaders – along 
with religious leaders of 
other faiths – are cam-
paigning for changes 
to government policy 
with regard to asy-
lum-seekers and 
refugees. We are all 
aware of the com-
plexities of this 
issue. Leaders 
who have at first 
been praised for 
publicly lowering bar-
riers have gone on to be criticized for 
encouraging still greater and hazardous mass migra-
tions of needy people. The gap between doing what 
we want to, and what we can is one that challenges 
all of us.

One constant prevails – as Christians, we must re-
spect and cherish the humanity of the voiceless and 
the powerless, even of the enemy. This is a fact that 
the opponents of faith often ignore. In his book Athe-
ist Delusions: The Christian Revolution and its Fash-
ionable Enemies, David Bentley Hart shows how it 
was precisely Christianity’s message of charity that 
made it one of the most revolutionary movements in 
Western history. It is a robust answer to some of the 
fashionable atheist critics of our faith, and just one 
more incentive for us to continue to reach out and 
help others.

Friends and Strangers
View from the Vicarage

Jonathan 
Trigg

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’
Matthew 25:40
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A new bishop and archdeacon
In September the Rt Rev’d Rob Wickham became 
our new Bishop of Edmonton. He grew up in Sur-
rey, read Geography at Durham, and trained for the 
ministry at Ridley Hall Cambridge. Since ordination in 
1998 he has served in this diocese throughout, first at 
St Mary Willesden, then in the Old St Pancras Team 
Ministry (Camden); most recently he was Rector of 
St John-at-Hackney. Bishop Rob is married to Helen, 
who is a teacher, and they have three children. We 
look forward to his ministry and his leadership of the 

Church’s mission in this Area; I am sure that there will 
be exciting times ahead.

Our new Archdeacon is also in place. Prebendary 
John Hawkins has been Vicar of St John’s West Hen-
don for some years; he was installed as Archdeacon 
of Hampstead at a service at St Paul’s at the begin-
ning of October. 

Please pray for them both as they take up their new 
ministries; we’ll hope for an early opportunity for them 
to come to Highgate.

Richard Chartres, Bishop of London, Rob Wickham, Bishop of Edmonton, and John Hawkins, Archdeacon of Hampstead.

Details about Oxfam’s 
work and how to donate 

can be found on their website.

oxfam.org.uk/what-we-do/ 
emergency-response/refugee-crisis 

St Michael’s: Living and Giving
Thanks to all who put so much work in to plan and ar-
range our recent Stewardship Renewal drive. Thanks 
also to all who came to the variety of excellent events 
and to everyone whose hard work made them such a 
success. I haven’t quite recovered from being on the 
losing table at the second Quiz Night; no doubt it was 
good for the soul.

The most up-to-date information I have is that there 
were 27 people who either made a new pledge, or 
upgraded their previous one, which our Stewardship 
Recorder calculates as implying just about an extra 
£15,000 with recovered tax taken into account. Our 
thanks to them. But we might think that 27 people 
amongst our large congregation isn’t a very high per-
centage. So, if you didn’t get round to responding, 
the good news is that you still can. Simply take one of 
the leaflets at the back of church, and complete the 
simple form. Or you can do this via the website.

 
Pick up a stewardship 
leaflet in church or visit 
the website to donate or 
set up a standing order.

stmichaelshighgate.org

Turn to page 18 for 
an update on the 
stewardship 
campaign from 
Mark Dailey.
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Unlike the refugees who have dominated the news in 
recent months, Laman’s journey started three years 
ago. She and her children were forced to flee Aleppo 
– once one of world’s most beautiful, cosmopolitan 
and historically significant cities, but now ravaged by 
constant clashes between Syria’s government and 
the ever-multiplying factions in its civil war. Their jour-
ney took them east across the border to Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, where at first they were lucky enough to find an 
apartment. But now Laman’s savings have dwindled, 
and – with no prospect of employment – she has 
been forced, along with her three children, to move 
into a garage.

Laman’s story raises important questions about what 
role charities must play in the greatest humanitarian 
crisis to face Europe and the Middle East since the 
end of World War II. Many organisations – including 
St Michael’s – have collected large sums of money for 
refugees from Syria, Iraq, and eastern Africa, haunted 
by repeated images of parents risking their lives and 
those of their children to cross turbulent seas to safe-
ty. Yet while it is the most natural instinct in the world 
to reach out and save a person from drowning – phi-
losopher Peter Singer based his excellent book ‘The 
Life You Can Save’ on this very image – what hap-
pens afterwards? When the adrenaline has receded, 
and logistical questions of housing, education, and 
the ability to create an income come into play, how 
do politicians and the voluntary sector collaborate 
not merely to support refugees but to prevent social 
breakdown?

Christian Aid – one of two charities selected by 
St Michael’s for donations to the crisis (the other is 
Oxfam) – is helping individuals like Laman by net-
working with other charitable organisations on spe-
cific projects designed to rehabilitate refugees. One 
of Christian Aid’s long-term partners in the Middle 
East is the Iraqi-based charity REACH, which goes 
to people in need and helps their communities build 
links with the authorities so that they can receive 
sustained support. Laman, who felt as if she were 

living ‘in a prison’, has now joined a programme 
where she can attend sewing lessons and network 
with other women – a real lifeline for someone in her 
situation. Another programme has provided sing-
ing lessons for her children, from which, she says, 
they return ‘full of joy, bringing back instruments. 
Now we learn songs and sing together as a family.’

Such measures are apparently modest, but they can 
make the difference between someone who feels en-
franchised and someone who feels like a social reject. 
At a point when extremism is flourishing through re-
cruits who feel that society has no more to offer them, 
such a difference is crucial. While Europe’s politicians 
squabble about how to treat those fleeing war-rav-
aged societies, Christian Aid is teaming up with part-
ners like the ACT Alliance, a coalition of 130 churches 
and NGOs that include Hungarian Interchurch Aid, 
and the Serbian Orthodox charity Philanthropy. The 
current focus, understandably, is on essential aid – in 
Greece, the International Orthodox Christian Charities 
(another ACT Alliance member) is carrying out water, 
sanitation and hygiene activities on Chios and Samos, 
as well as providing food and other supplies. And in 
Serbia Philanthropy has set up a transit border be-
tween Macedonia and Serbia, which can deal with 
1,700 refugees a day, distributing food, water, and 
hygiene items.

Yet while it is providing important support in other 
countries, Christian Aid has warned that the UK it-

Those in peril on the sea
Christian charities tackle the refugee crisis

Rachel
Halliburton

Laman and her children fled Aleppo, Syria.
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self could be doing more to help, not least as colder 
weather threatens to escalate the crisis. ‘Christian Aid 
applauds the UK government’s commitment of over 
£1bn in aid to help support refugees in and around 
Syria,’ a spokesperson tells St Michael’s Parish Mag-
azine. She explains that this important contribution 
also puts pressure on other European countries to 
increase aid to a region 
which only has 40% of 
the funds needed for 
refugees as winter 
draws in. ‘However,’ 
she continues, ‘we 
are concerned that 
until the UK accepts 
our responsibility to the 
refugees that have 
already reached Eu-
rope, we will lack 
the political clout to 
exert our influence. 
While the Prime 
Minister’s offer to 
accept 20,000 
refugees di-
rectly from 
c o u n t r i e s 
neighbour-
ing Syria is 
welcome, it 

does not go far enough. The UK must play a full part in 
addressing the refugee crisis here in Europe including 
welcoming a fair and proportionate share of refugees 
who have already arrived in Europe; at present the UK 
is the only country in Europe to refuse to do so.’

Loretta Minghella, Chief Executive of Christian Aid, 
reinforces this message, telling St Michael’s, ‘All the 
indications are that the level of need will not disappear 

anytime soon. As a result we hope that 
our appeal will make at least some dif-

ference to the lives of some of those 
forced to flee. Meanwhile the 

search for a peaceful solu-
tion to the conflict must 
continue.’ Yet as tensions 
escalate globally, and 
questions about viable 
alternatives to President 
Assad become increas-
ingly fraught, it’s sadly 
clear that what’s currently 

being classified as a 
‘crisis’ will make de-

mands on Chris-
tian Aid and its 
supporters for 
the long fore-

seeable future.

Details about Christian Aid’s 
work and how to donate 

can be found on their website.

donate.christianaid.org.uk/refugees

All the indications are 
that the level of need 

will not disappear anytime soon.

Meanwhile the search for a 
peaceful solution to the conflict 

must continue.

Loretta Minghella
Chief Executive of Christian Aid
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Nothing divides opinion like change. So it’s perhaps 
little surprise that the new wording of the baptism ser-
vice introduced in September has already stirred up 
quite a debate. The call for revising the text of the 
service originated in the Liverpool Diocesan Synod, 
which requested “texts in language that is more ac-
cessible to many of those who ask for baptism.” The 
General Synod accepted the task, and the new “Ac-
cessible Language” text is the result. Yet ‘accessible’ 
is not the word its many critics are using. Far from 
it — the new service has been ridiculed for bowing to 
a “soundbite” age and for emptying the service of, if 
not all, most of the Christian meaning of baptism. The 
chart on page 9 highglights the main differences.

The aim of the “Accessible Language” version is to 
soften the language of the original Common Worship 
text (a text that can be traced, with some variation, all 
the way back to the earliest liturgies that we have to 
work with). Plenty of critics have decried the down-
playing of ‘sin’ (although it is present as something 
to “turn away from” in the new version) and the loss 
of the ‘devil’ (who/which is replaced by ‘evil’ in the 
new text). The driving force behind the absence of 
talk about the ‘devil’ is the fact that we live in an age 
that is “disenchanted” in the most literal sense. Unlike 
our medieval predecessors, we rarely find ourselves 
speaking about the realm of fairies and spirits. Even 
angels have fallen out of most contemporary, if not 
church, language. The goal of the new service is to be 
just what its title declares: accessible.

Talking about ‘evil’ is deemed more “accessible” not 
only to the contemporary world but also to most con-
temporary people of faith. One character in a recent 
British television show who was thinking about baptis-
ing a baby remarked [and I paraphrase], “Why should 
we go to church and reject something we don’t even 
believe in [ie. the devil]?” Surely this contemporary, 
post-modern, post-Christian(?) sentiment is at least, 
in part, behind the introduction of this new version of 
the baptism service. It hopes to answer the question: 
How can we make this service meaningful to those who 
don’t understand language about sin and the devil?

Of course, losing the ‘devil’ from the service, doesn’t 
mean we are only losing what some think an antiquat-
ed way of speaking about the force/s behind the ills 
and evils of this world. The Guardian’s “Loose Can-
on,” the Revd Giles Fraser, lamented the loss of the 

devil from the service when he wrote ‘I regret that 
the devil is being made redundant. He’ll be much 
missed’ on 13 February of this year. He alluded to The 
Godfather, writing:

“It’s one of the most famous scenes in cinema. 
‘Michael Francis Rizzi, do you renounce Satan?’ 
asks the priest. ‘I do renounce him,’ replies 
Michael, straight-faced, knowing full well that his 
orders to murder Moe Greene, Emilio Barzini, 
Philip Tattaglia, Victor Stracci and Carmine Cu-
neo are being carried out at that very moment. 
A particularly over-the-top organ piece by Bach 
reaches its climax. ‘And all his works?’ asks the 
priest. Michael repeats, ‘I do renounce them.’ 
Brilliant stuff. And a perfect rendition of the moral/
existential drama of baptism. It’s not just a little bit 
of genteel water-sprinkling. It’s not just a chance 
to get out that floral patterned dress and drink 
lukewarm cava with a few select friends. It’s a 
scary participatory drama of death and new life.”

Fraser concludes, 

“I’m going to miss the devil and all his works. I al-
ways thought those passages rather importantly 
referenced that little bit of Michael Corleone in all 
of us. And by their omission, we are being taken 
still further along the road from baptism as an ex-
pression of the big themes of death and resurrec-
tion to baptism as a polite middle-class naming 
ceremony.”

Fraser is absolutely right, in that this may be the real 
loss of the new baptism service. Not the loss of the 
devil (at least in name if not in works). Not the loss of 
sin (even if it is not named as often, it is still present 
in the new rite). These issues are a distraction from 
something much more monumental: the downplaying 
of “death and resurrection” in the service. The original 
text reads, “In baptism, God calls us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying 
to sin and rising to new life with him.” The new text 
reads, “We all wander far from God and lose our way: 
Christ comes to find us and welcomes us home. In 
baptism we respond to his call.” The latter is ambigu-
ous, to say the least.

The original text conveys a real sense, through its 
metaphorical use of dark and light and death and new 
life, that something is taking place in this ceremony. 

Reworking The Godfather
Bryce 
Wandrey

How to read the 
new baptism service
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Something stark. Something monumental. Some-
thing that you don’t just walk away from (at least not 
unchanged). We might say that it alludes deeply to 
the “inward and spiritual grace” of the “outward and 
visible sign” of baptism. With the old wording, there 
is no mistaking what is happening here: baptism is a 
matter of life and death playing out on the grand stage 
of this world with Christ as the hero and with us, now 
through baptism, as his supporting cast.

The new, “accessible language” version, by contrast, 
insinuates that maybe we left our map at home or 
have no mobile access to our Google Map app while 
wandering around a new city. We’ve wandered and 
lost our way (which is actually quite fun to do in a new 
city or one as great as London, no matter how familiar 
you think it is). Thankfully, as we have been stumbling 
along, possibly causing no real harm, Jesus finds us, 
points us in the right direction, and then rings the 
dinner bell from the front door of our home. There is 
nothing, per se, wrong with this “Amazing Grace” ver-
sion of the baptism service (“I once was lost but now 
am found”). But, it does seem a feeble dilution of what 
the Church has always wanted to say about baptism.

And what is that? Fraser alludes to it, I have tried, but 
maybe St Paul (if he isn’t too antiquated) said it best 
when he wrote to the Romans, “Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.” 
Thankfully, the new, “Accessible Language,” version 
retains this wording in the Prayer over the Water:

Now send your Spirit, 
that those who are washed in this water 
may die with Christ and rise with him, 
to find true freedom as your children, 
alive in Christ for ever.

It would be more than a shame to lose this (death 
and resurrection) meaning of baptism completely. Its 
loss would be to empty the rite completely of its an-
cient and contemporary meaning. The new service 
removes the number of references to ‘sin,’ ‘light’ and 
‘darkness,’ and ‘death’ and ‘resurrection,’ it doesn’t 
remove them completely. Through retaining these 
meanings (or symbols or metaphors) the new service 
can still convey the deep and sacramental reality of 
this ancient rite.

In the end, much of the debate comes down to person-
al preference and the received meaning of language. 
Yet it is important to remind ourselves that no matter 
what the text used for the baptism service, the choice 
made in being baptised is still clear. Baptism is about 
turning away from evil (or the devil and all his works), 
embracing a life that incarnates good by following 
God through Jesus Christ, and being able to do this 
only by the grace and strength of God’s Holy Spirit.

Common Worship Accessible Language

In baptism, God calls us 
out of darkness into his 
marvellous light.
To follow Christ means 
dying to sin and rising to 
new life with him.

We all wander far from 
God and lose our way.
Christ comes to find us 
and welcomes us home.
In baptism we respond to 
his call.

Therefore I ask:
Do you reject the devil and 
all rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you renounce the de-
ceit and corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins 
that separate us from God 
and neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ as 
Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as 
Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the 
way, the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.

Therefore I ask:
Do you turn away from 
sin?
I do.

Do you reject evil?
I do.

Do you turn to Christ as 
Saviour?
I do.

Do you trust in him as 
Lord?
I do.

Do not be ashamed to 
confess the faith of Christ 
crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple 
of Christ
against sin, the world and 
the devil,
and remain faithful to Christ 
to the end of your life.

Do not be ashamed of 
Christ.
You are his for ever.
Stand bravely with him
against all the powers of 
evil,
and remain faithful to Christ 
to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver 
you from the powers of 
darkness,
restore in you the image of 
his glory,
and lead you in the light 
and obedience of Christ.
Amen.

May almighty God deliver 
you from the powers of 
darkness,
and lead you in the light 
and obedience of Christ.
Amen.
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Lawyers in the New Testament certainly don’t get a 
very good press, do they? They are portrayed as rigid, 
blinkered, doctrinaire and confrontational. And they 
probably were, too. No wonder they struggled – and 
usually failed – to understand the simple good news 
to which so many other listeners seemed receptive. 
Two thousand years later, has anything changed? 

Well, let’s hope so, and for three reasons. 

First, instead of trying to crowbar the people into the 
law, as once they did, many lawyers nowadays are 
much more concerned with getting the law to fit the 
people. That shift of mindset must, surely, make them 
more open to digesting what was formerly not part 
of their natural diet. A cynic, however, would say that 
that is not in their nature, but has been thrust upon 

them, and so it happens only despite – and not be-
cause of – what they do. So we can’t say that this 
reason – on its own – is conclusive.

The second reason is that lawyers nearly all have 
some interest in, and aptitude for, finding out what 
the spoken and written word really means. Generally, 
most of them are pretty good at that – if only they 
can put on one side their beloved “hereinafters” and 
“entirely without prejudice to the generality of the fore-
goings”. This seems to get closer to the heart of what 
the question is.

Yet the most important reason is the third and final 
one. Today nearly all of them have to pay heed to 
alternative points of view, to weigh up countervailing 
arguments and, when those are compelling enough, 
to accept them. How differently they would have been 
portrayed, if they had been like that at the time. Being 
a lawyer may help to understand the Bible. But how 
much better they can comprehend it once they then 
recognise that, while reading it as a lawyer is a valid 
method of interpretation, it is the understanding it-

self which is far more important than any 
lawyerly way of trying to get 

there.

Two Lawyers, One Bible

Nemo

Does being a lawyer help to understand the Bible?
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Nick
Sanderson

Does being a lawyer help to understand the Bible?

At the risk of being lawyerish, I have three questions. 
How are lawyers portrayed in the bible? How does 
being a lawyer help in understanding the bible as a 
book? Finally, how does being a lawyer today help 
understanding what the bible teaches?

In Luke’s gospel it is a lawyer who tests Jesus by 
asking what he should do to inherit eternal life. Jesus 
replies by asking him what is written in the law. The 
lawyer replies that you should love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind, and your neigh-
bour as yourself. Jesus says that that is the right an-
swer and if he does that he will live. The lawyer, want-
ing to justify himself asks, who is his neighbour? This 
is the trigger for the parable of the Good Samaritan. 
In Matthew’s gospel, another lawyer, a Pharisee, asks 
Jesus, to test him, which is the greatest command-
ment and Jesus replies that it is to love the Lord your 
God and your neighbour. The lawyer responds that 
obedience to the commandments is greater than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices and Jesus tells him that 
he is close to eternal life. On this basis, lawyers as a 
type do not seem to get such a bad press in the New 
Testament.

We, including lawyers (and others) must recognise 
that the words used in our particular version of the 
bible are not the same as the words of law. The Old 
Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testa-
ment in Greek. It was translated in Latin by St Jerome, 

whose statue is on the East Wall of the church, as 
the Vulgate which was the standard throughout the 
Middle Ages and then into the vernacular, in the case 
of English in the early 15th century. The precise words 
used have changed over time, and the original He-
brew and Greek texts have also changed as more, 
earlier, manuscripts are found. The meaning of words 
used in translations have also changed. To give an 
extreme example, the New English Bible (published 
in the 1960’s) refers to Paul as saying that he was 
frequently “stoned”, not something one would want to 
argue about on the basis of literal interpretation. 

Historically, lawyers have spent a lot of time getting 
round prohibitions in the bible, for instance on the pay-
ment of interest and on divorce. Many of our efforts 
have been designed to bring the teachings of the bible 
into line with current social mores (and to earn fees). It 
was John Calvin, a lawyer, who said that the prohibi-
tion on the payment or receipt of interest was not, in 
principle, in breach of the commandment to love your 
neighbour, although it might be in particular cases.

The commandment to love your neighbour is not one 
that can be circumvented. This, and the command-
ment to love God are laws that no lawyer would argue 
could be successfully obeyed or where God’s judg-
ment can be avoided. There is no plea in mitigation 
from God’s judgment other than our humanity (which 
we might say is God’s fault because he created us), 
but we can only rely upon God’s mercy and grace 
through Jesus Christ, which is freely given.

You are not under the law, 
but under grace.

Romans 6:14
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Are you a conformist or a rebel? 
What story best sums this up?
I’m an occasional rebel, particularly against those 
who are intolerant of others or feel innately justified 
in believing that only they are right. They can become 
propagators of distortion, if not extremism, and exist in 
all faiths and cultures. Several bible stories have been 
important to me. There is the first and most important 
commandment: Jesus’s message when he accepted 
Mary – a sinner if not prostitute – washing his feet 
when at the time the ‘church’ was outraged that he 
allowed a woman (and such a woman) to do this. Yet 
Jesus emphasised that God’s house has many rooms 
and space for all. Paul also called for Gentiles and 
others to be accepted at a time when some Christians 
felt only Jews could be accepted.  

This needs to be remembered when considering the 
Christian church’s attempt to develop some unity be-
tween its many and sometimes disparate branches. 
Certain doctrines and interpretations of the bible seem 
very wide apart. And what about dialogue with other 
religions such as Judaism? Are we doing this even 
handedly? We must consider that many Muslims hold 
great importance in Jesus, and believe he is alongside 
God together with Mohammed. They also hold Mary 
close to their hearts. I think we should find points of 
common agreement and develop from there. After all, 
judgment is God’s and not ours, and he is beyond our 
understanding. I am sure some would find these views 
non-conformist.

Which memory of childhood 
would you most like to revisit?
I think it is important never to lose the child that we all 
have in ourselves. For memories, I am torn between: 
Sunday teas at my Nanny’s house with my cousins; 
walks in the country or at the seaside with my parents 
learning from them about nature and landscape; stay-
ing on my aunt’s farm with my grandfather; or watch-
ing steam locomotives – especially going up to town to 
King’s Cross – free on my own from a young age. I re-
member the thrill when the driver gave us a ride on the 
footplate of the A4  ‘Mallard’  from one end of the plat-
form to the other. Steam machines are still a passion.

Which six figures would you like 
to be stuck with on a desert island?
Rowan Williams, James Watt, Brian May, Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, Spike Milligan, and Clive James come 
first. But I would like to have added more early blues 
and jazz musicians, the Dalai Lama and Brian Cox. 
Imagine conversation around the camp fire!

When was the moment you realized 
you wanted to do what you do now?
I think the real question is ‘How did I end up doing 
what I do now?’ In 1989, government cuts included 
making 60% of those in all aspects of building and its 
design redundant. I became an on-site working man-
aging director of a small educational and domestic en-
gineering organization. We realized that our daughter 
needed more support /time from at least one parent. 
After deducting tax, travel, child care costs, it didn’t 
leave much of my salary and my wife Anne had just got 
promoted with better conditions. My enduring trouble 

Soul Occupant
Philip Bridge

Philip Bridge is a retired project manager, 
who now purues many other interests. He supports the 
winter night shelter, and assists Bryce with the HTFG.
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is I have too many interests and I spread myself too 
thin. But it makes for an interesting life. They range 
from studying the natural world and cooking and gar-
dening, to industrial archaeology, model railway mak-
ing, photography and jam making. I don’t know how 
I ever had the time to be salaried and spend time at 
never ending meetings. Sometimes I think I work hard-
er now I am so called retired.

What qualities 
do you most admire in others?
Compassion, tolerance, humility, patience, and – be-
cause I am short of them myself – a good memory, 
effective time management and the ability to achieve 
a lot whilst maintaining the first qualities.

What possession do you have 
that you could not live without?  
For many pursuits I do not need a possession. For 
two, however, I do – one is listening to recorded music, 
the other taking photographs. I guess I could find live 
music, therefore it would have to be a digital camera.

If you had to walk barefoot from 
Lands End to John O’Groats to save 
one thing in your life, what would it be?
I assume ‘one thing’ is not a person such as my daugh-
ter or something like faith, freedom, friendship. In that 
case, probably my photographs. Most other material 
things can be replaced if really needed.

What’s the most important piece of 
advice you’ve ever given someone?  
Telling my daughter Gemma when young to remember 
the three ‘C’s . Before doing something consider one’s 
actions first, take a broad view, consider the conse-
quences, and be caring by considering how it affects 
others. Later I suggested she should weigh up all op-
tions before taking life changing decisions. Given that 
she went from arts to sciences during VIth form, got 
a PhD in biological science, is on a civil service track, 
but eventually hopes to use her scientific experience 
to help government, I like to think it stood her in good 
stead. However maybe that’s all due to her own good 
sense and knowing when to ignore me!

I also once described to a close friend how and why I 
had arrived at my Christian beliefs. I pointed out that 
some Christians may see my beliefs differently, and 
there were parts about which I had still to resolve my 
understanding. I was not trying to get him to change 
his agnostic view but was surprised and happy when 
he asked his church a month later to be baptized. 

How would you define happiness? 
Driving a steam engine through Scotland, eggs and 
sausages cooking on the shovel, the smell of heather 
and steam oil in the air, the sight of mountains and 
sea, jazz playing on a radio and the thought of a pint of 
Brakspear’s ale with fresh oysters at the end of the line. 
Though that is perhaps more about satisfying stimu-
lation than happiness. I am happy when I am cook-
ing for people and they appreciate it. Finally, if pushed 
I would have to say being, content, relaxed ( if in a 
state of rest), excited ( if active ), fulfilled by achieving 
something valued, feeling and seeing some good and 
beautiful things in the people and the world around 
me whilst having a sense of God’s spirit with me.

Why do you come to church?
Coming to church to meditate, to thank God for his 
gifts and ask for His forgiveness has an added di-
mension when said out loud in a service instead of 
silently alone – especially when supported by music. 
The challenging and often stimulating sermons put the 
readings into a present day context. It is a place where 
one can find guidance from unexpected quarters and 
people. This is no less the case at the talks and meet-
ings of the HTFG of which I am privileged to play a 
small part. 

An equally relevant question is how did I come back 
to church? In my teens my church failed to provide me 
with the answers I sought when thinking about war 
or scientific developments. I drifted away. My father’s 
example (he never ‘preached’ to change me) and the 
support of his vicar and now my friend Revd Michael 
Burson-Thomas enabled some of that struggle to be 
resolved. I said to people that I wasn’t sure I could 
really call myself a Christian. Michael and others at St 
Mary’s said that being a Christian was a journey along 
which we are all at different points and they thought I 
could call myself a Christian. I am still travelling forward 
although with much still to learn.
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What’s the best piece of music 
you’ve ever danced to?
Ruth: I was a teenager in the 1950s when we had 
the option of ballroom dancing. So we did dances like 
the waltz, the quickstep, the rumba and the tango. 
I very much enjoyed the tango but my real love was 
Scottish dancing. The Gay Gordons, in particular, was 
easy and fun. 

Kai: I don’t have a favourite song but I like dub-step 
and drum n bass music because it sounds cool. 
Chase & Status are good.

What’s your most 
significant political memory?
Ruth: A politically memorable time for us was when 
we had a young family in the 1970s. The unions were 
very powerful and the Conservative government of 
the time was holding out over a 30% increase in wag-
es. This resulted in no rubbish collection, no coal for 
fires and electricity cuts for four hours a day. As it was 
the winter we had to have oil heaters, oil lanterns and 
candles to light the house. Factory workers were only 
given a three-day working week in order to conserve 
electricity. This lasted for some weeks. Rubbish start-
ed to pile high in the streets so we tried to take what 
we had down to the rubbish stip. 

Kai: Politics? Isn’t that when there’s problems on the 
X-Factor?! I quite like that David Cameron though the 
Little Britain version is much funnier.

What’s your favourite 
piece of technology?
Ruth: Definitely the iPad. This offers so much for the 
older generation, not least easy communication with 
the family friends. I also love the fact that the internet 
gives easy access to a huge range of questions and 
answers. 

Kai: Definitely my Play Station 3. I have it attached to 
a big television with grips on the controllers. I play Fifa 
13 and other games. I’m not a fan of the PS4.

What do you think is the biggest 
challenge for your generation?
Ruth: If you are well but anticipating perhaps a less 
active future there is always the question of when 
to downsize your home. Not a good thing for family 
gatherings so we are hanging in there for the present. 
No doubt this will mean more work for the family in 
due course! There is also the debilitating expense of a 
care home, if it is required, which can swallow up very 
large sums of money.

Kai: Being told off by my mum! Sometimes you’re sit-
ting there and very nervous. You don’t know what to 
say and it can be hard not to laugh!

Why do you come to church?
Ruth: I was brought up in a Christian home where 
going to church on a Sunday was a regular event. 
My Mother had been a missionary with the Church 
Mission Society in Africa, but she was a warm and 
flexible person so I grew up feeling easy and com-
fortable with the pattern of worship. The huge chang-
es that have since taken place, with many different 
patterns of worship now, are really excellent. Our so-
ciety in this generation is so much more open and 

Generation Why
Ruth Benton & Kaionel Bromley

Ruth Benton is 79 and trained as a physiotherapist 
at St Thomas’s Hospital. She married Peter Benton 

in 1959, and has three daughters and two sons. 
Ruth has lived in Highgate for 50 years.
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we can find different forms of worship to suit our own 
needs within our church. This is essential for bringing 
in young children and making the church much more 
welcoming to all. It’s wonderful to see so many people 
in the congregation working to help make St Michael’s 
flourish as it is at present. Working for our Church is 
so rewarding in so many ways.

Kai: I come to the Hot Chocolate Club because it’s 
fun and I can be with my friends. I come to church to 
pray, to get in touch with God and so that I can lead a 
better life in the future.

What achievement 
makes you most proud?
Ruth: Having been blessed with five children who are 
now in their forties and fifties, who look forward to com-
ing back home with their own families to see each oth-
er and their parents at least three or four times a year.

Kai: Meeting the Bishop of London at my confirma-
tion at Easter. He is really big and popular. It was very 
nerve wracking, especially when I was kneeling. I got 
my name card upside-down and James Yeates sig-
nalled for me to turn it round. My stomach felt like it 
stopped still, but it was very exciting.

I met Kate Middleton when she visited my school in 
September. I gave her a tour of the school, and played 
with her in the Smart Gym. I was so nervous I almost 
couldn’t breathe, but I thought the Bishop of London 
was better. He gave me a lollipop, and I’d love to meet 
him again.

What word do you use to 
denote approval?
Ruth: ‘Well done’.

Kai: ‘Fantastic’ or sometimes ‘safe’.

Which author best 
sums up the world you live in?
Ruth: I think the Old and New Testament of the Bible 
gives us a real reflection of the world we live in to-
day. Firstly the migration of huge numbers of people 
who suffered persecution from Egypt to Israel. Then 
in the New Testament the message from Christ about 

compassion, the necessity of the law, observations 
on the Poor and the problems of the Rich and the 
special care of Children. The need to be sometimes 
alone and meditate. So much more as well but worth 
remembering that our problems now are not new and 
the difficulties remain as to how to solve them.

Kai: I don’t know about an author, but I think Avatar 
by James Cameron is really good. It’s got a lot of ag-
gression and fighting, and sad moments as well. I can 
understand this a lot, and think there’s a lot of this in 
the world today.

Kai Bromley is 12 and lives with mother Chantel and sister 
Nyomie. He recently started at the Anna Freud School.
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In 2002 my sister in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, contacted 
me about the work of Albert Chatindo who was tak-
ing food and Christian teaching to his dispersed and 
starving congregation. His work was hampered by in-
adequate transport for the rough roads and tracks he 
had to use to reach his people. She asked if I could 
appeal to St Michael’s Church to contribute to fund-
ing for a suitable vehicle, and the response was over-
whelming. Thirteen years later, there is little doubt that 
St Michael’s has played a vital part in keeping Albert 
on the road.

Shortly after this first appeal, in 2005 Mugabe’s Oper-
ation Murambatsvina (Clear out the Trash) carried out 
widespread demolition of houses and informal build-
ing structures in poor urban areas. The operation has 
since been described as ‘Zimbabwe’s Tsunami’ – it 
left 700,000 homeless with a further 2.4 million affect-
ed in varying degrees. Albert’s congregation was not 
spared. Another appeal was made in 2006 to help 
his now even more destitute parishioners. In response 
St Michael’s raised an astonishing £7,300 to replace 
Albert’s battered truck and help with the feeding pro-
gramme. 

Since then there have been two more appeals, the 
most recent being in 2013. Then last year the relation-
ship between our two congregations was placed on 
a more formal footing. Albert’s work is funded mostly 
through the Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund (ZVSF), 

a registered UK charity. In 2014 it was agreed that the 
ZVSF should become one of St Michael’s Mission Part-
ners, which means that through a share of the Easter 
and other church giving, ongoing costs for Albert’s 
truck (fuel, maintenance, insurance) can be met.

Conditions remain extremely tough. In July 2013, 
Robert Mugabe’s Zanu PF Party ditched its coalition 
with the opposition MDC, returning to power through 
a massively rigged election. As a result the already 
weak economy has spiralled downwards, with legisla-
tors continuing to loot Zimbabwe’s resources for their 
own purposes. A recent report by the Mo Ibrahim 
Foundation – established in 2006 to focus on leader-
ship and government in Africa – puts Zimbabwe as 
the worst governed country in southern Africa. 

This leaves the people in Albert’s congregation in a 
desperate situation. Unemployment in Zimbabwe is 
estimated by some to be as high as 90%, with most 
people eking out a living as street vendors. In the ru-
ral areas this is more difficult and there is real hunger 
among Albert’s people. There is no rule of law, which 
means Mugabe’s cronies can act with impunity. Re-
cently, yet more of Albert’s congregation members 
have had their homes and livelihoods demolished 
without any recourse to justice. (There are further de-
tails in reports on the Mission Partners’ table / board).

St Michael’s support for Albert’s work makes a real 
difference to some of the most destitute people in 
Zimbabwe. My sister is involved in the day-to-day 
work of ZVSF and can vouch that the money raised 
by the church goes directly to maintain Albert’s truck, 
to the feeding programme, and his pastoral work and 
not into the hands of the corrupt regime. 

Faith Under Mugabe
Fighting Oppression with Love in Zimbabwe

Rose
Benton
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October offers lots of reasons to celebrate chocolate 
with World Cocoa Day and National Chocolate Week. 
At St Michael’s, we show how you can be a choc-
oholic and an altruist too with our focus on Divine’s 
Fairtrade chocolate!

Divine is the only chocolate company in the world 
that’s 100 percent Fairtrade and farmer-owned. 

That means all the company’s products are Fairtrade 
certified, and Kuapa Kokoo, the co-operative of farm-
ers in Ghana that supplies the fine quality cocoa, is 
the largest shareholder. 

Their business model means that farmers can use 
Kuapa’s development programmes to improve litera-
cy, numeracy and farming techniques. 

Divine include as many Fairtrade ingredients in their 
products as possible, so other farmers around the 
world can benefit too. For example, the star ingredient 
of their new caramel bars uses sugar from Kasinthula, 
a co-operative in Malawi, one of the poorest countries 
in the world.

If you’d like to sample for yourself how delicious Divine 
chocolate is, come along to our Fairtrade stall at 
St Michael’s on 29th November (Advent Sunday), 
following the parish communion service.

We’ll have Divine chocolate Fairtrade Advent Calen-
dars on sale too!

Gilly
Wesley

Fairtrade Christmas

My work for Zimbabwe in this country is to try and 
keep up awareness of the desperate situation in Zim-
babwe. I am the co-ordinator of the Zimbabwe Vigil, 
which has met every Saturday afternoon outside the 
Zimbabwe Embassy in London since October 2002. I 
have personally been outside the Embassy in all weath-
ers almost every Saturday afternoon for this time.

Our mission statement when we started was ‘The 
Vigil, outside the Zimbabwe Embassy, 429 Strand, 
London, takes place every Saturday from 14.00 to 
18.00 to protest against gross violations of human 
rights in Zimbabwe. The Vigil which started in October 
2002 will continue until internationally-monitored, free 
and fair elections are held in Zimbabwe.’ Well here we 
are 13 years later and we still have not accomplished 
our mission. The tragedy of Zimbabwe is that it has 
become a forgotten problem.

Above: Pastor Albert Chatindo and the new truck. 
Bottom left: Zimbabwe Embassy vigil on The Strand.

Details about ZVSF’s 
work and how to donate 

can be found at these websites

zimbabwevictimssupportfund.org 
zimvigil.co.uk
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Update from Kirima

We now have the initial returns from the Stewardship 
Campaign held from September 13 to September 27.

We raised a total of £11,126 in annualised, new tax-ef-
ficient pledged giving, which (with tax relief) amounts 
to £14,834.

This total breaks down as:
 � 11 new pledges, totalling £4,604
 � 16 upgrades, totalling £6,522

This is money the church sorely needs to meet its 
everyday operational expenditures, and a big thank 
-you is extended to everyone who took out new 
pledges or upgraded existing standing orders during 
this campaign.

The £11,126 figure compares with the 2012 total 
raised of £16,400 before tax. We now have 139 peo-
ple in the pledged giving scheme compared with 157 
in January 2012.

Although the initial response is somewhat disappoint-
ing, of course there is nothing stopping anyone from 
entering the pledged giving scheme at any time during 
the year. Details are online, or at the back of church.

A different way of looking at this is that during the 
campaign we have managed to raise the equivalent 
of 15 paying units of £20 per week, and we still need 
another 11 giving units by Christmas to reach our ob-
jectives for the campaign.

On a final note, I would like to thank all those who took 
part in the myriad social and fundraising activities held 
over the spring and summer. The Stewardship and 
Fundraising Committee had tremendous support and 
for this, and the sense of community generated by all, 
we are very grateful.

A big thank-you to the many people at St Michael’s 
who sponsor children at Kirima Primary School or 
Great Lakes High School in Uganda.

Highgate School and Hull Collegiate School both had 
very successful trips to these schools in the summer, 
bringing back good reports of the care and education 
children are receiving.

Both Ugandan schools are now gearing up for the end 
of year exams in November. The Uganda school year 
starts in January, in warm sunshine. At Kirima, there 
has been a shortage of accommodation space, as the 
school expands and old buildings have been dam-
aged in heavy rains. In 2016, however, there will be a 
new brick dormitory ready for 50 boys to move into.

At Great Lakes High School, a donor has funded a 
sports pitch, and uneven ground at the back of the 
school is being flattened. The sports pitch is particu-
larly important, as boarders can now play games in 

the evenings and at weekend. Now they will no longer 
need to walk to a sports pitch at the school next door. 
Football and netball are both very popular.

However, four miles from the nearest small town, elec-
tricity remains difficult at Great Lakes High School. Solar 
power panels on all the roofs do provide for the lighting 
in early morning and evening and two hours each day 
for the IT library. But whilst it is warm in Uganda, it is not 
always sunny. The generator provides cooking elec-
tricity and back-up, but has to be replaced regularly.

In the coming months, the school is going to be con-
nected to the national grid. Even though the national 
grid does not work 24 hours as we are used to, it is 
cheaper than the generator and so the IT library can 
be used for longer. 

Many children at the school do not have a sponsor, 
so please contact Karen for more information, or to 
sponsor a child. Details are on page 21.

Karen
Sennett

Mark
Dailey

St Michael’s Stewardship
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For months, the imposing Edwardian Baroque house 
that dominates Cholmeley Park has been gutted, cel-
lared, transformed and developed. Until a few years 
ago, it was a large student accommodation building – 
with what sounded from time to time like great parties 
going on inside! – but our curiosity as neighbours was 
piqued when we saw it was being transformed 
into a luxury residential development. 

The estate agents’ prospectus 
– as is usually the way – de-
scribes the new devel-
opment’s attractions in 
the shiniest of terms. 
“One Highgate is a 
landmark residen-
tial development 
comprising 15 
contemporary 2 
and 3 bedroom 
lateral apart-
ments… excep-
tional living space 
includes contem-
porary designed 
kitchens and bath-
rooms and state-of-
the-art home technolo-
gy throughout.” Flat prices 
range from a mere £1.6 mil-
lion for two bedrooms to £6.25 
million for the penthouse apart-
ment “spanning” the 4th floor of the house. 

Walking home from the village, my daughter Anni and 
I spotted the sign “show room apartment now open,” 
and needed little encouragement to go inside. There 
is still plenty to indicate you’re on a building site, but 
an orderly path has been laid to allow visitors access 
to the house. Soon we were in the beautiful elabo-
rately plastered entrance hall, from where we were 
ushered into one of the ground floor flats. A friendly 
Glentree representative asked us to put on protective 
shoe-gloves so we wouldn’t dirty the new carpets. 

By chance two other neighbours had entered along 
with us. As we were guided around the impressive 
luxury apartment – featuring all the modern designs 
and amenities you’d expect in boom-time London 

– one of them said her husband’s grandfather had 
been responsible for building the house in 1916. “He 
was with the Prudential Assurance Company,” she 
explained, “and at the time the company employed a 
small army of domestic staff to provide services to its 
vast Holborn head-office. Prudential decided to offer 

these employees adequate housing and even 
meals here in Highgate. That’s why 

Furnival House was built.”

Back home I did a lit-
tle more research, and 

found that the house 
was indeed listed as 
a landmark to the 
enlightened social 
entrepreneurship 
and responsibility 
displayed by Pru-
dential in the early 
20th century. The 
“Historic England” 
website explains 

that “the Prudential 
Assurance Company 

was at the forefront of 
social welfare, both in fa-

cilitating benefits to the na-
tion and also tending to its own 

considerable workforce.” 

The vision for Furnival House was to create a 
large and beautiful building “amid healthy and attrac-
tive surroundings”. It was the extraordinary act of an 
enlightened employer that wanted to provide afforda-
ble housing to its employees. Yet in today’s London 
the workers have gone, the students have gone and 
the house has been transformed into a “landmark res-
idential development”, more affordable to employers 
than employees. 

I look up the definition of the word “landmark”. The sec-
ond meaning shown is “an event or discovery marking 
an important stage or turning point in something”. The 
large house on Cholmeley Park has been turned from 
the charitable act which it was designed to be into a 
block of luxury apartments. The landmark may be in 
what this says about the society we have become.

Age of Enlightenment
Robert
Pfeiffer

One Highgate: 
A Brief History
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The PCC met in July and again in September since the last 
edition of the Parish Magazine went to print.

Finance
 � The budget set for this year shows a forecast loss of 

£51,832 (£21,832 if the £30,000 reserved for long term 
repairs is excluded).

 � The amount of giving by standing order has significant-
ly decreased since last year.

 � The PCC has to focus on increasing income rather 
than cutting costs. We have an amazing parish life, but 
it is not sustainable without increased giving.

 � It was agreed that the first priority was to increase reg-
ular giving through the stewardship campaign and after 
that review the situation regarding possible fundraising 
for the much needed hall roof repairs.

Pastoral Care Committee
The PCC endorsed the terms of reference:
 � Together with the clergy, to look out for the spiritual, 

mental and physical welfare and well-being of those 
within the church community and provide them with 
the care they require.

 � To identify ways of connecting with newcomers, develop 
support and maintain their integration into our community 

 � To identify and manage the prayer needs of the parish
 � To follow up and celebrate those who are baptised, con-

firmed or married and to support to families after funerals.
 � To liaise with the clergy and other PCC committees in 

locating social events at sensible times in the church 
calendar.

Children and Family Work
Jonathan Brooks presented a ‘Review of Children and 
Family Work in the Parish’ and a ‘Report and Analysis of 
Registrations for Light groups’. Highlights of the reports:
 � There are 180 children registered of which 57% are un-

der 5 years of age.
 � The total average attendance is 37%.
 � Similar numbers are being registered and deregistered .
 � Since May 2014, 170 families have attended of which 

60 no longer attend.
 � There was a dip at the beginning of 2014 but in the last 

12 months there has been a slight increase.
 � The average attendance for April and August has not 

changed since 2012.

Commenting on the Review, Jonathan identified four things 
he was pleased about:

1 At the 9.45 service there are usually 30 Fireflies and 
Comets accompanied by 20 adults. The Sunday 
Searchlights group for parents has started, and 10 
adults attended and participated in the discussion on 
“what it means to go to a church school”.

2 Messy Church has been running for 15 months. It has 
a dedicated team and been very successful in its in-
ternal work but had not attracted new people. How-
ever, Messy Church this autumn has seen numbers 
grow from 50 to 80, with 4-5 new families each month. 
Messy Church in November will be held at All Saints’.

3 Christingle – combining this with Messy Church meant 
the children were more involved and the service better 
pitched at families.

4 Pancake Party – this year 480 pancakes were served 
to 400 people and 25 people helped. Next year it will 
be held on Shrove Tuesday, 10th February.

And five challenges:

1 At Messy Church, serving sausage and mash to 80+ 
people with limited space available.

2 Christmas Day Nativity Play – getting children to attend 
rehearsals for the play.

3 Lack of 8+ year old children. At present Jonathan is 
trialling giving them a role in services. Teenage work at 
11.15 needs special attention from the whole church.

4 At 11.15 there needs to be sufficient support for all age 
ranges, even when there are few adult helpers.

5 Supporting parents, particularly those at the 9.45.

Mission Committee
On the recommendation of the Mission Committee, the 
PCC applied to become a pilot parish for Capital Vision 
2020, which focuses on equipping people to being Chris-
tians in the community. The committee also worked on the 
‘Searchlights’ group for parents.

C4WS Homeless Project
The PCC also agreed that St Michael’s would again help 
run the cold weather shelter, at the United Reformed 
Church, on Sunday nights. The programme runs from 
November 8th until January 18th. Contact Jonathan Trigg 
or Alan West for more information or go to the website.

www.churchnw6.co.uk/community/c4ws/

St Michael’s PCC
Mary
Embleton



21

O
U

R C
H

U
RC

H
St M

ichael’s and All Saints’
Autum

n 2015

The Rev’d. Dr. Jonathan Trigg
Vicar, St Michael’s
Curate, All Saints’
jonathan.trigg@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07883 340239

The Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey
Associate Vicar, StM
Priest-in-Charge, AS

Highgate Theology Fellowship 
brycepwandrey@gmail.com

020 8351 6083
The Rev’d. James Yeates

Assistant Curate
james.yeates@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8144 3056

The Rev’d. Howard Rogers
Assistant Curate
howard.rogers@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 7485 6376

Rev’d. Robert Willoughby
Assistant Curate

robert.willoughby@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

01923 456328

Contact
Details

Jonathan Brooks
Children & Youth

jonathan.brooks@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

020 7681 0170
Paul Dean

Director of Music
paul.dean@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07740 28274
Hannah Parry

Assistant Organist
hlmparry@gmail.com

Michael Haslam
Musician

innate@mac.com
07730 556595

Veronica Sanderson
Safeguarding

safeguarding@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

07961 165029

Anne Casson
Reader

cassonjsc@ 
hotmail.com

020 7272 2374
Robert Pfeiffer

Reader & Magazine
rpfeiffer@ 

bryangarnier.com
020 8348 9140
Nick Sanderson

Reader
nsanderson@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8883 6031

Gill Taylor
Reader

gilltaylor77@gmail.com
020 8340 8319

John Taylor
Reader

johntaylorok@aol.com
020 8340 9019

Patrice Ware-White
Reader

p.ware@ucl.ac.uk
020 8348 3257

Alan West
Churchwarden

alanwest60@gmail.com
020 7284 3282

Mark Dailey
Churchwarden
mark.dailey@ 
madano.com

020 7561 0750
Mary Embleton
PCC Secretary

maryembleton252@ 
gmail.com

020 8340 5923
John-Henry Liepe

PCC Treasurer
jhliepe@hotmail.com

07841 165029

Mary Holtby
Assistant Treasurer

mary.holtby@ 
blueyonder.co.uk
020 8245 5490

Roger Sainsbury
Stewardship Recorder

rnsainsbury88@ 
gmail.com

020 8883 492
Gilly Wesley

Fairtrade & Elec. Roll
gilly.wesley@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
Karen Sennett

Mission Partners
karen@metafour.com

020 8340 3739
Kay Langley-May

Parish Administrator
office@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8340 7279

St Michael’s stmichaelshighgate.org

Pam Lighthill
Reader & PCC Sec.

pam_lighthill@ 
hotmail.co.uk

020 8444 0387
John Havergal
Churchwarden

agile@authors.co.uk
020 8341 0442

Mary Barker
Stewardship Recorder

020 8348 6058

David Bulgin
Treasurer

david.bulgin@ 
rssb.co.uk

020 8349 2397
Jane Havergal
Electoral Roll
jhavergal@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8374 5543

Jean Johnson
Church Hall Bookings

020 8347 8020
Valerie McMillan
Choir Mistress
020 8346 0438
Demi Adebanjo

Children’s Advocate
demiathome@ 
yahoo.co.uk

020 8340 2128

Elizabeth Bulgin
Guide

020 8349 2397
Marie Edwards
Brownies & BRF

mefaired@hotmail.co.uk
020 8340 5726

All Saints’ allsaintshighgate.com
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8am 9.45 11.15 4pm 6.30pm

8th Nov
Remembrance

Holy
Communion

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Mark 1:14-20

11.20am Holy 
Communion
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Mark 1:14-20

6pm 
Remembrance 

Evensong
With Highgate School

15th Nov
2 before Advent

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion
Heb. 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

Morning 
Worship

Heb. 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

Messy Church
at All Saints’ 
Talbot Road

BCP Choral 
Evensong
Dan. 3:13-30

Mt 13:24-30, 36-43

22nd Nov
Christ the King

Holy
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning Prayer 
& Baptism
Rev. 1:4b-8

John 18:33-37

H. Communion 
& Baptism
Rev. 1:4b-8

John 18:33-37

5.30pm 
Evening Worship

at 
Highgate URC

29th Nov
Advent Sunday

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

10.30am Parish Communion
Jer. 33:14-16; 1 Thess. 3:9-13

Luke 21:25-36

12pm Bring and Share lunch

Advent 
Carol 

Service

6th Dec
Advent 2

CW Holy 
Communion

Phil. 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Holy 
Communion

Phil. 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Morning 
Worship

Phil. 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

BCP Choral 
Eucharist
Is. 40:1-11

Luke 1:1-25

13th Dec
Advent 3

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Phil. 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Holy 
Communion

Phil. 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Messy Christingle Service
4pm Messy Church

5pm Christingle Service
6pm Bring & Share buffet tea

20th Dec
Advent 4

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Family Carol 
Service

H. Communion 
with Carols

Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

Service of 
Nine Lessons 

and Carols

24th Dec
Christmas Eve

11.30pm
Midnight 

Eucharist of 
the Nativity

25th Dec
Christmas Day

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

10am
Nativity 
Service

11am
Holy 

Communion

27th Dec
Christmas 1

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Holy Communion with Baptism
Colossians 3:12-17

Luke 2:41-52

BCP Evening 
Prayer
Isaiah 61

Gal. 3:27-4:7

3rd Jan
Christmas 2

CW Holy 
Communion

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

Holy 
Communion

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

Morning 
Worship

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

BCP Holy 
Communion

Is. 46:3-13
Matthew 2:13-23

Services at St Michael’s
There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 11am.

There is an Act of Remembrance at 10.50am on 8 November. Note that the next service starts at 11.20am.
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10am 4pm

8th Nov
Remembrance

Parish 
Communion

15th Nov
2 before Advent

Parish 
Communion

Messy Church
Solomon and 
the Temple

22nd Nov
Christ the King

All-In 
Service

29th Nov
Advent Sunday

Parish 
Communion

6th Dec
Advent 2

Parish 
Communion

13th Dec
Advent 3

Parish 
Communion

All Saints 
Carols

20th Dec
Advent 4

Parish 
Communion

24th Dec
Christmas Eve

11.30pm
Midnight 

Eucharist of 
the Nativity

25th Dec
Christmas Day

Parish 
Communion

27th Dec
Christmas 1

All-In 
Service

3rd Jan
Christmas 2

Parish 
Communion

Services at All Saints’
There is a service of Holy Communion each Wednesday at 7.30pm

Parish Register

St Michael’s
Baptisms
James Michael Lloyd
Caitlin Anne Wagstaff
Cody James Law
Opal Grace O’Donnell Harper
Lance Tom Pomeroy Kneeshaw
Charles Stuart Turner

Weddings
Andrew Glen Willers and Jennifer Helen Lloyd
Elliott Shevlin Bergin and Louise ElizabethTrigg
Benjamin Toms and Grace Eleanor Buchanan
James Padraic Ellis and Stacey Yvonne Murphy 

Funerals
Dr William Edward Leitch
Oliver Simmons
Penelope Massey Stewart

All Saints’
Baptism
Florence Wiley

Thanksgiving for the Gift of a Child
Amelie Cook

Questions about holding 
a baptism, wedding or funeral?
Drop in to St Michael’s any Saturday morning, 
10am to 11am to discuss this with the clergy.

For baptisms, weddings and funerals at All Saints’, 
contact Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey (details on p21).

Christmas Magazine
The Christmas magazine, due at the start of December, will focus on our 
churches and ways in which we can be involved here. We will also feature 
how we connect with other Highgate communities. If you could write for 
us on any of these topics, please contact Robert Pfeiffer by 8 November.
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Who is responsible for the education of children? Is 
it the school who has charge for a third of waking 
hours? Or is it the family, who nurture and provide for 
the child?

Obviously education is a joint endeavour, and children 
require input from both. Schools might be the primary 
educators in reading, writing and counting – but we 
all recognise the essential role of parents and other 
adults as well. We know that we must test spellings 
in TV advert breaks, spend hours in music practice, 
and cajole homework out of our tired infants. Walls 
are covered in times-tables posters and the kitchen is 
a science lab. Education continues at home.

Yet what of Biblical and faith teaching? Our children 
receive thirty minutes at Light Groups, maybe once 
a fortnight. For many children, that might be the sum 
total of their explicit exposure to God and to faith. We 
don’t expect children to remember spellings unless 
revised and repeated ad nauseam and neither, should 
we, when it comes to the Bible. Light Groups and 
Messy Church are vital tools for teaching and nurtur-
ing faith in our children. But we should never think that 
they are sufficient.

Just as children’s school learning continues at home, 
so too must their Christian learning. If our children 
are ever to grow into faith, we need to be engaged 
with worship, reading and prayer just as we are with 
maths, English and science.

It’s important to remember that there is no set or 
‘right’ way to live out faith in the home. This is not 
about measuring levels of faith or doing ‘enough’ to 
‘succeed’. Faith is an ongoing learning experience, a 
journey for you to enjoy. It’s never too late to start out 
or pick up again. What works for one family will not 
work for another, and each family needs to find what 
is suitable and enjoyable for them. It also doesn’t 
mean finding numerous additional hours added into 
an already-packed week. Faith can be found in all that 
you do already.

There is perhaps a terror that, as soon as we talk about 
God, we will be asked a question that completely 
floors us. We don’t want to get something wrong, or 
to give the wrong answer – so we don’t even invite 
the question. But uncertainty is integral to faith, and 
“I’m not sure” is perfectly acceptable. Children often 

want to explore the ques-
tion, rather than hear an an-
swer, and faith develops in 
conversations, far more than 
in neat solutions. 

The excellent Side by Side with God by Yvonne Mor-
ris (£8) is a book of everyday conversation starters 
– conversations about laughing, crying, loving, dying 
and dozens of others. Each chapter takes a theme or 
an emotion – inspired by the ancient poem ‘A Time for 
Everything’ in Ecclesiastes 3 – and explores it with the 
Bible and prayer. There are two short Bible stories, 
and some questions to ponder. Questions to think 
about, but not necessarily to satisfy with an answer. 

If praying seems unnatural, then this book encourag-
es chatting with God. More than we realise, prayer 
can be much closer to a conversation, a chat, with 
God. Yvonne Morris reminds us that God is part of 
our lives throughout the week, and really is side by 
side with us in everyday life. This book removes much 
of the awkwardness that talking about God might 
bring. Why not try it out, or if you have a children’s 
Bible, read and talk about it.

But faith is a choice 
and I want my child to choose.
Teaching and modelling faith is not the same as com-
manding obedience or demanding acquiescence. Of 
course all people must choose to live their life in or 
outside of a relationship with God, and this should 
always be respected. But children have no choice 
about school on Monday or about homework on 
Tuesday, so why do we allow an option on Sunday? 
Christian education is certainly no less important than 
English or maths, but can easily be relegated there. 
We should have the confidence to instil in our children 
our faith values as much as our academic ones.

For the truth is that faith is shaped far more by 
what happens at home than anything that happens 
at church. And the good news is that all of us are 
equipped to accompany children on a journey with 
God. Use books, pictures, games, videos and any-
thing else you can find .There are no special skills or 
secret answers: just listening, making time, reading 
the Bible and chatting to God.

Backseat Drivers
Jonathan
Brooks


