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“For unto us a child is born, 
     unto us a son is given: 
     and the government shall 
     be upon his shoulder: 

And his name shall be called 
       Wonderful, Counsellor, 
       The mighty God, 
       The everlasting Father, 
       The Prince of Peace.” 
                                              Isaiah 9:6

See inside for
The Lord’s Prayer Banned

Michael Haslam leaves St Michael’s

Christmas around Europe

Christingles are a-Changing
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The shepherds went their hasty way,
And found the lowly stable-shed
Where the Virgin-Mother lay:
And now they checked 

their eager tread,
For to the Babe, 

that at her bosom clung,
A Mother’s song 

the Virgin-Mother sung.

They told her how a glorious light,
Streaming from a heavenly throng.
Around them shone, suspending night!
While sweeter than a mother’s song,
Blest Angels heralded the Savior’s birth,
Glory to God on high! 

and Peace on Earth.

She listened to the tale divine,
And closer still the Babe she pressed:
And while she cried, the Babe is mine!
The milk rushed faster to her breast:
Joy rose within her, 

like a summer’s morn;
Peace, Peace on Earth! 

the Prince of Peace is born.

Thou Mother of the Prince of Peace,
Poor, simple, and of low estate!
That strife should vanish, battle cease,
O why should this thy soul elate? 
Sweet Music’s loudest note, 

the Poet’s story,
Didst thou ne’er love 

to hear of fame and glory?

And is not War a youthful king,
A stately Hero clad in mail?
Beneath his footsteps laurels spring;
Him Earth’s majestic monarchs hail
Their friends, their playmate! 

and his bold bright eye
Compels the maiden’s 

love-confessing sigh.

Tell this in some more courtly scene,
To maids and youths in robes of state!
I am a woman poor and mean,
And wherefore is my soul elate.
War is a ruffian, all with guilt defiled,
That from the aged father’s 

tears his child!

A murderous fiend, by fiends adored,
He kills the sire and starves the son;
The husband kills, and from her board
Steals all his widow’s toil had won;
Plunders God’s world of beauty; 

rends away
All safety from the night, 

all comfort from the day.

Then wisely is my soul elate,
That strife should vanish, battle cease:
I’m poor and of low estate, 
The Mother of the Prince of Peace.
Joy rises in me, like a summer’s morn:
Peace, Peace on Earth! 

The Prince of Peace is born!

A Christmas Carol
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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This Christmas edition has come together at 
some speed, and in receiving contributions we 
have benefited from more than our seasonal 
share of goodwill. As ever there has proved to be 
a fantastic range of material.

Perhaps most importantly we say farewell to the 
supremely talented Musician at St Michael’s, Mi-
chael Haslam. We have an erudite and  provoca-
tive take on William Tyndale from Nick Sanderson. 
The traditions of Christmas in Madrid have been 
gloriously illuminated by Abdon Nieto. Our trust-
ed in-house theologian cum philosopher Bryce 
has sped like a toy train round a Christmas tree 
to produce his fascinating insights into the con-
troversy surrounding the attempted screening of 
the Lord’s Prayer at cinemas. And graphic de-
signer par excellence Grant Ward has managed 
to conjure up another magical Christmas cover. 

So we feel that Christmas has come early to our 
parish magazine. And now you, dear reader, hold 
this edition in your hands. You lean back on your 
comfy couch, a cup of tea or glass of mulled wine 
within reach, mince pies at the ready, perhaps 
some Christmas music in the background and 
turn from this introduction to enjoy the thoughts 
and ideas, the news and creativity of your fellow 
parishioners. Merry Christmas one and all….

Robert Pfeiffer, Rachel Halliburton 
and Jonathan Brooks

Christmas Edition

St Michael’s Church
South Grove
London N6 6LB

020 8340 7279
stmichaelshighgate.org

All Saints’ Church
Talbot Road

London N6 4QH

020 8351 6083
allsaintshighgate.com

Thank-you to Grant Ward 
(blueroomdesigns.co.uk) for the cover!
Clip art courtesy of Vecteezy.com
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My first reaction, after being asked about how I felt 
about the Lord’s Prayer video being banned from cin-
emas, was, “I don’t think I want to pray just prior to 
watching a movie. And if that’s the case, I can’t im-
agine many other people would either.” I also thought 
it quite an odd thing to attempt to force prayer upon 
unsuspecting cinemagoers. Popcorn and piety just 
don’t seem to go together.

Once I got home I googled the video to make sure I 
hadn’t completely missed the mark. (https://youtu.be/
vlUXh4mx4gI). In its defence, not only was it quite well 
done (a clear message presented in a very low key, 
inoffensive manner) but also, far from forcing prayer 
on movie watchers, its main aim was to promote the 
“JustPray” initiative, which I will discuss in more depth 
later. I was left concluding, “This isn’t so bad after all. 
It is actually quite a light and inspiring, and might well 
inspire some to pray more often than they do.” If other 
movie watchers - Star Wars fans in particular – had 
come to a similar conclusion, this video finding its way 
onto the big screen would have been no bad thing. 

Then of course came everyone else’s reactions, 
splashed across newspaper headlines and Twitter. 
The spectrum of negative responses included: dis-
may that the Church of England would even try this; 
irritation at the sense of entitlement on the part of the 
Church; annoyance that the Church was disappoint-
ed in the response of the ban; anger that religion (even 
though the ad doesn’t necessarily aim to promote 
one religion but instead to ignite/reignite/capture the 
instinctual urge that most humans already have, ie to 
pray) would be promoted to movie watchers; and a 
good old pat on the back to the cinemas for banning it.

Unsurprisingly, Church of England clerics couldn’t 
speak with one voice. Some thought it a bad idea, 
some thought it a good idea, some weren’t sure what 
to think and others took the opportunity to write or 
speak about the Lord’s Prayer (as indeed I have here). 
Maybe most startling, was that individuals including 
Richard Dawkins and Stephen Fry thought it unfortu-

nate that it was banned. Their dismay wasn’t on the 
grounds of promoting prayer but on the grounds of 
freedom of speech. Dawkins declared in ‘The Guard-
ian’, “‘I strongly object to suppressing the ads on 
the grounds that they might ‘offend’ people. If any-
body is ‘offended’ by something so trivial as a prayer, 
they deserve to be offended.” Fry concurred, saying 
“Banning the ad is bizarre, unfair and misguided.” We 
might just take a second to chuckle and wonder when 
the last time was that the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Prime Minister, Richard Dawkins and Stephen Fry 
were found singing from the same hymnsheet.

Never mind how appropriate it is that the advertise-
ment might (or might not) be played in cinemas, never 
mind how effective it might be if given air time, never 
mind the disparate reactions. At the very least this has 
achieved one thing - it has splashed the prayer that 
Jesus taught his followers to pray across the head-
lines and made it a topic for discussion in a way that 
it hasn’t been for quite some time. When was the last 
time water cooler discussions mentioned the Lord’s 
Prayer? “Good morning Roger.” “Good morning Su-
san. What did you think of that Lord’s Prayer adver-
tisement? What about it being banned? Crazy times, 
huh?” “I know Roger; crazy times.”

Maybe the most refreshing thing about the ad, giv-
en the volatility of religious opinion these days, is that 
it truly does promote prayer. Even though the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury appears and most of the actors 
are Christian, it could very well be taken as a way of 
promoting prayer without dividing opinion about reli-
gions. The Justpray.uk site is quite overtly Christian 
but should we be highly critical of that? There are few 

To pray is human
Now showing at your local cinema

Bryce 
Wandrey

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be your name...

Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4
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prayers that don’t divide opinion, even dividing opinion 
amongst people worshipping in the same church. But 
there are very helpful things that people of different 
or no religion can find engaging on the website. For 
example, the advice “The hardest thing about pray-
ing is beginning; so just start” and “Remember, God 
is present even in the darkness.” Add to this, in my 
perhaps controversial opinion, that the Lord’s Prayer 
is one that could be prayed by people of different re-
ligions without violating their religious conscience (at 
least Christians, Jews and Muslims), and the initia-
tive to “JustPray”, through the lens and means of the 
Lord’s Prayer, is a very useful one indeed (if you would 
like to pick my brain about this statement please don’t 
hesitate to do so).

There is of course a lot to be said about the Lord’s 
Prayer, named because it was Jesus’ response to 
“Lord, how should we pray?” (Matthew 6.9-13; Luke 
11.1-4). The Bishop of Sheffield, Stephen Croft, was 
one of those who took the opportunity to write about 
the prayer in the wake of the ban. He is thoughtfully 
provocative when, after saying he disagrees with the 
ban, adds, “But wait just a moment.  Suppose the 
cinema chains got this one right?” He proceeds, “The 
Lord’s Prayer is powerful for a reason.  These words 
shape lives and families and communities and whole 
societies.” It is for this reason that Bishop Croft thinks 
it logical that the “demigods of consumer culture” 
banned the prayer in their cinemas. He proceeds to 
spell out his reasons, line by line from the prayer, which 
you can read on the Diocese of Sheffield website.

At St Michael’s and All Saints’ we are going to at-
tempt a bit of the same, following in Bishop Stephen’s 
wake. In so doing, we will be reflecting not only on 
the text of the Lord’s Prayer but on the phenomenon 
of prayer itself. What is this prayer, one of the most 
popular ones of all time, all about? What does it mean 
to pray? What happens when we pray? 

We may just find ourselves coming to the same con-
clusion that the JustPray initiative recommends: “The 
hardest thing about prayer is beginning; so just start.” 
We will be looking at all of this through Sunday morn-
ing sermons (during our mid-morning services at both 
churches) and during an evening group which will 
delve even further into the prayer.

We hope that all of the thoughts shared on the Lord’s 
Prayer will not only lead us deeper into the meaning 
of the prayer but also inspire all of us to “Just Pray.” 
There is nothing easy about prayer. There is nothing 
benign about the Lord’s Prayer. But human beings 
have been “communing” with the divine for as long 
as we can remember through something like prayer. 
Many times it is like groping in the dark. But, for all of 
that darkness, we keep coming back to two things: 
1. We have a sense that either through intuition or 
revelation that something, someone is out there and 
2. We desire to know and speak to it (or him or her). 

And so we pray. Humans pray. 
“Let us pray…”
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A short while ago I received an email.

“Hi Howard,” it said. ‘Are you at the point in your life 
where in addition to giving God your thanks and praise, 
you’re also asking God for Financial Blessings? If so 
keep reading: this e-mail could be the answer to your 
prayers. The Bible says the ‘love’ of money is the root 
of all evil. It didn’t say money was bad, it’s the love of 
money that’s wrong.”

Perhaps unsurprisingly it turned out that my email 
benefactor wanted me to tune into his website: www.
praypower.com/financial blessings! Well, as it hap-
pens, I’d already, some weeks beforehand, declined 
his offer to try prayer power for better relationships. 
And strangely enough I shall not be sending him the 
twenty dollars [or thirty-five dollars for the deluxe ver-
sion] that he wants in order to share with me the sev-
en great prayers for financial prosperity.

“Teach us how to Pray” the disciples ask Jesus. There 
is nothing in the Lord’s Prayer, that Jesus has given 
them and us, which in any way could be interpreted 
as selfish or greedy or praying for special blessings. 
It is a prayer of thanks, acknowledging God’s love for 
us, and then emphasising our own hopes that we can 
live according to His unselfish standards.

I have found, by contrast, that so many people have 
funny ideas about prayer. Like my email correspond-
ent, they see it as a route to riches and righteousness. 
Years ago, I used to believe that London buses ran 
according my silent prayers at bus stops.

A wonderful preacher called Leonard Griffith – who 
presided over the non-conformist church by Holborn 
Viaduct called the City Temple – wrote a fascinating 
book entitled Barriers to Christian Belief. One of the 
main barriers he identified was...“unanswered prayer.” 
It does seem to be a fact of our experience, he said, 
that many people do get discouraged and they do give 
up and drop out of church and faith because they feel 
a sense of failure in their prayer life. God’s not doing 
what he should….what we ask….what we demand.

So let’s think about this: “Teach us how to Pray”.

Prayer is not about asking – demanding – hoping to 
change the world.

There’s the story of the boy who had just taken his 
GCSEs: That evening his mother found him kneeling by 
the side of his bed as he said over and over again, “Dear 
God, Let it be Tokyo! Please dear God, let it be Tokyo!”

When he finished his prayers, she asked him, “What 
did you mean, ‘Let it be Tokyo’?”

“Oh,” said her son, “after my geography exam today,  
I was just praying that God would make Tokyo the 
capital of France.”

Prayer is not a magical means by which we get God 
to do what we want. Prayer, as Jesus was trying to 
demonstrate to his disciples, is an inner openness 
to God which allows his divine power to be released 
within us. 

In other words – as one writer puts it – ultimately, the 
power of prayer is not that we succeed in changing 
God, but that God succeeds in changing us.

“More things are wrought by prayer, than this world 
dreams of.” If I had a text, then those words from a 
poem by Alfred Lord Tennyson would be more than 
adequate, and I suspect that many of us here who 
have found peace, and comfort or a resolution to 
some deep held fear after having a prayerful conver-
sation with God will understand the truth in Tenny-
son’s words.

But I wonder how often it is that we turn to prayer 
only in times of trouble and unhappiness. In this very 
busy life we all seem to lead, I guess that it becomes 
harder and harder for people to invest time in their 
relationship with God.

I am surely not alone in frequently failing to say my 
prayers in the morning, or in the evening, or before 
and after meals. Yet when I was a child, I prayed as 
a child, and all this was part of my routine. Now lazi-
ness, and forgetfulness, and television, and parent-
hood and a thousand and one other excuses mean I 
don’t pray enough.  

And yet, when I do, it can’t be just me who finds a 
prayer popping into my head just as some petty mis-

Always Say A Prayer
Praying to be changed, not just change

Howard
Rogers
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hap occurs. It can’t just be me who clings or clutches 
to a prayer like a lost straw. So many of us need to 
make more time to listen to God.

There was once a Bishop of Norwich called Bertram 
Pollock who every day of his life set aside fixed times 
for saying his prayers. No matter who called to see 
him during these times, his instructions were that 
the visitor be ushered into an anteroom. “Tell them 
to wait,”  ordered Bishop Pollock, “for first I have an 
appointment with God!”  

Now the great thing about having an appointment 
with God is that we don’t have to book it – he is avail-
able at any time, day or night!  And what is more he is 
waiting and ready to listen. It’s not as though prayer is 
a difficult process: the American philosopher William 
James once wrote:

“The reason why we pray is simply that we cannot 
help praying.” Throughout the history of man, and 
everywhere in the world, prayer has been not a sci-
ence or an art, but an instinct.

Mahatma Gandhi, not a Christian, declared, “Prayer is 
the very core of the life of a person… for no-one can 
live without prayer.” Martin Luther once wrote that the 
first law of prayer is, “Don’t lie to God.” One of the 
great temptations in prayer is to become convention-
al; to use pious language, and ask for things for which 
we know will give us heavenly brownie points, things 
that we know we probably ought to pray for. The peril 
of prayer, writes one scholar, is pious and unmeaning 
platitudes.

In prayer we need to listen as much as we talk. Some-

times if we listen carefully we can hear God talking 
back to us. In other words, prayer is not a way of 
making use of God, prayer is rather a way of offering 
ourselves to God in order that he can make use of us. 
Sometimes, I feel – in my case anyway – that one of 
our great faults in Prayer is that we talk too much, and 
listen too little. 

Make no mistake: there is real power in prayer. The 
Russian Poet, Irina Ratushinskaya, spent four years 
in Russian prisons and Labour camps for her human 
rights activities. After her release in 1986 she de-
scribed in a poem, how despite inadequate clothing, 
a hopeless diet and the biting cold, how she some-
times experienced the inner emotional warmth of joy, 
and a physical warmth throughout her body.

“Believe me,” she wrote, “it was often thus,”

In solitary cells on winter nights, 
A sudden sense of joy and warmth, 
A resounding note of love, 
And then, unsleeping, I would know, 
A huddle by an icy wall: 
Someone is thinking of me now, 
Petitioning the Lord for me.

Let me, as I come towards an end, put before you 
a new meaning for the acronym ASAP. Generally 
we think of it in terms of the hurry and the stress in 
our lives: “As soon as possible.” There’s work to do, 
deadlines to meet, we’ve no time to spare. But in-
stead, as we hurry and scurry, let us think of ASAP as 
‘Always Say a Prayer’.  In the midst of family chaos, 
work chaos, traffic chaos and the like, quality time is 
rare. It may seem that our worries are more than we 
can bear but if we slow down and take a breather, 
ASAP: Always Say a Prayer. God knows how stressful 
life is; he wants to ease our cares.

And he’ll listen and respond – maybe not necessarily 
as we would want him to – but he gives us – to quote 
our Gospel – each day our daily bread…so ASAP: 
Always Say a Prayer. There is always time.

We pray because
we cannot help praying
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Bill
McIntosh

If spending Christmas in the middle of nowhere ap-
peals, you could do worse than making a pilgrimage 
to Aurions-Idernes, a minuscule village about 100 
miles due south of Bordeaux in the Aquitaine region 
of south-west France. Aurions (as it’s known to lo-
cals) is surrounded by an endless vista of vineyards 
and cornfields, and seems like a perfect escape from 
the commercialism of a London Christmas. There are 
worldly touches – the occasional cottage festooned 
with humorous outdoor neon lights (generally show-
ing Santa ascending), and the gastronomic impera-
tives of the Béarn area which include foie gras, duck 
and great platters of oysters. But the overall impres-
sion is of a stark rural beauty, much enhanced by reg-
ular glimpses of the Pyrenees.

Aurions has its own 16th century Catholic church 
operated by the diocese based in Lembeye, a larger 
village seven miles to the south. Each year there is a 
Christmas Eve mass in Lembeye or one of the villages 
around it. Typically, a local family with a newborn baby 
plays the roles of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. Charming 
as this is, even more striking to an outsider is the use 
of local farm animals to adorn the crèche – typically, 
a cow, a donkey and some sheep. It’s a wonderful 
sight, and often leads to a distinctively farmyard-like 

cacophony during the mass.

The diocese is typical for rural France - devout and 
welcoming. Even for those with rusty post-universi-
ty French, the hymn sheets provided offer a decent 
guide to the carols. It is more challenging to follow the 
parts of the service in Béarnais. Yet overall it is a very 
charming way to spend Christmas Eve, given further 
uplift by the provision of copious quantities of heat-
ed-up local Madiran wine held over from the vendage 
or harvest festival of mid-November. 

Beyond the Christmas festivities, there are several 
lovely days out, not least to the Pyrenees, which are 
particularly fabulous in winter for the wonderful skiing

For non-skiers, there is the centre of Bagnere-de-Big-
orre, a spa town once much favoured by the Roman-
tics, with lovely architecture, inviting restaurants and 
a terrific food market. Bagnere is just below the Pic 
du Midi and thus on the route for the passage each 
summer of the Tour de France, which has one of its 
most celebrated ascents at Tourmelet. In the winter, it 
is incorporated in the La Mongie ski area. 

Christmas in Aurions and the Pyrenees Atlantic has 
provided many special memories for our family. We 
hope to be back next year. All guests are welcome!
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This is our second Christmas season in London. 
The first one was very special as our son Guiller-
mo was born shortly beforehand at Whittington 
Hospital. The house was filled with visitors, and 
we had a wonderful Christmas. At that point it 
seemed there was a reassuringly strong over-
lap between the way Christmas is celebrated 
in Highgate and the way we mark it in Madrid. 

As in London, the Christmas lights in Ma-
drid normally go up at the end of November. 
This is generally a cue for everyone to set 
up the Christmas tree and the Belén, or 
Crèche - a Nativity scene that recreated 
inside the home that is especially beloved 
by children. People go to huge lengths to 
mark this tradition. For instance, in our 
grandparents’ house, the Belén was 
huge - sometimes it took up a whole 
room, or was set up in a central area 
in the house, so everybody could see 
it. We used to include rivers with real 
water and mountains built with sand, 
as well as all the different figures 
(animals, shepherds, and angels as 
well, of course, as the crèche with 
Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus.)

The Christmas season in Spain 
involves a lot of socialising with 
friends and work colleagues. 
The most important day is 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, where everybody dines 
and lunches with their family. 
If you are married, you tend 
to split the days: 24th in 
one family house and the 
25th in the other one. If 
the families do not live in 
the same city, then you 
may also carry celebra-
tions over to December  
31st and 1st of Jan.

The midnight service 
on Christmas Eve is 
called Misa del Gallo  
and is very popular. 

At school there is also a Nativity play and we 
sing some typical villancicos (Christmas carols) 
accompanied by the flute and the tambourine. 
Last year, our two sons took part in the Nativity 
play at Nursery; and Ignacio played a soldier in 
St Michael’s. We hope that both of them take 
part this year as it was so much fun.

In Spain we also eat turkey, but there is equal-
ly a focus on special fish and seafood. We 
also eat sweets such as turrón (nougat) and 
polvorones, (a soft and crumbly shortbread 
made with flour, sugar, milk and nuts). 

A significant difference is the importance 
we place on celebrating the visit of the 
Three Oriental Kings. This takes place 
on January 6. It is typical to have hot 
chocolate that day for breakfast with a 
special bake called roscón de Reyes 
(a delicious, light, brioche-like con-
fection). Another difference is that 
we did not use to have Santa visiting 
our homes on Christmas Eve. But 
that is changing now, and most of 
us celebrate Santa as well as the 
Three Kings.

We will spend this Christmas 
in Highgate again. Guillermo is 
still very small and we would 
like to spend it here. Christ-
mas for us means joy, home, 
remembering those who left 
us and those who need our 
help. And, more than an-
ything else, feeling in our 
hearts the arrival of that 
small child that has come 
to bring love and warmth 
to our lives. 

¡Feliz Navidad!

Christmas lights in 
Madrid, 2014.

Christmas in Spain
Abdon & Racquel Nieto
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Light Live and what happens in Light Groups

You probably haven’t heard of Light Live, but if you 
have a child who attends a Light Group at St Michael’s 
you will have been made subtly aware of its impact. 
Perhaps it’s been a work of art carried carefully into 
the main building after your child’s Light Group, or a 
question over Sunday lunch – “Was Hezekiah a good 
king or a bad king?” If you yourself come into a class 
with your child, the choice of bible story each week 
may be inspired by Light Live.

So what is it? In brief, Light Live is a brilliant set of 
materials for leading Christian children’s groups. It is 
created by Scripture Union – an organisation that has 
existed for 150 years to make the bible more accessi-
ble to children. These days, it is made available online, 
and given to the world for free. 

Over the course of three years, it covers the whole 
bible, taking in many stories from the Old Testament 
as well as from the New. The Easter and Christmas 
seasons are naturally studied in detail each year. At 
other times we might cover Jesus’ miracles, the life of 
the early church, and the weaknesses and strengths 
of Israel’s kings. In times where fewer and fewer have 
any grasp of the wealth of what the Bible has to of-
fer, this is an extraordinary gift for the children at St 
Michael’s. How much greater the delight in celebrat-
ing Easter with chocolate and bunnies for a child who 
also understands the significance of Jesus’ journey to 
Jerusalem, and the sorrow of the Garden of Gethse-
mane. How much more meaning there is in the plight 

of refugees to one who knows that Jesus himself fled 
his home for Egypt. 

Over the years, we tried a few different materials for 
Sunday School before settling on Light Live. Crucially, 
it is faithful to the Bible. Each week there are one or 
two main points that are drawn from a specific pas-
sage. It might sound obvious, but some other ma-
terials try to promote a different message to the one 
in the passage. For instance, all Christians know that 
Christ died for our sin, but that is not the main point – 
or indeed the point at all – in the story of Josiah redis-
covering the scroll of the law as recorded in 2 Kings 
22. Light Live simply makes the point that the scroll 
was found and people read it and chose to obey it. 

It is easy to prepare, and this is a great help for those 
of us who lead the Light Groups. It is online and mul-
tiple choice – you put a tick by the activities you want 
and it compiles the session together with an estimat-
ed time. The dominant structure is generally an in-
troductory activity, the bible story, and then another 
- normally craft-based - activity that helps the children 
to reflect on and understand the story. Across the 
world, adults teaching the bible to children share their 
ideas online, and a search across blogs, Pinterest and 
even YouTube can be very helpful.

As Jonathan Brooks wrote in the last magazine, half 
an hour a week in Sunday school isn’t enough. The 
baptism promises are the responsibility of those who 
choose to make them. The witness of a parent who 
prays with and for a child and who thirsts for the Word 
of God is infinitely more powerful than half an hour on 
a Sunday morning. But the baptism service asks if the 
congregation of St Michael’s will support the children 
in their journey of faith. Light Live is a part of this.

Kitty Sage
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In the early 16th century, it was a capital offence to 
have an English version of any part of the bible in your 
possession in England. William Tyndale – the man fa-
mously responsible for translating the New Testament 
and part of the Old Testament into English from the 
original Greek and Hebrew – was forced to take ref-
uge in Germany and then the Low Countries. A smug-
gling operation was set up, in which the English bibles 
were printed in Marburg or Antwerp, then shipped to 
England for distribution. Many were purchased by the 
Bishop of London and burned, until he realised that 
that by doing so he was simply increasing the profits 
of the printers and smugglers, enabling them to print 
and sell more bibles.

Tyndale’s reputation as a dangerous subversive was 
enhanced by a number of books that he wrote, which 
put forward reformist theologies, leading to vitriolic 
exchanges with Henry VIII’s Lord Chancellor, Thom-
as More. Tyndale was arrested, imprisoned and finally 
executed in Vilvoorde in the Netherlands in 1536 at 
the behest of the English Government.  He has been 
vindicated by his legacy – his translation comprises 
about 80% of the text of the King James’ Version of 
1611, the Authorised Version. Even more striking – 
when the English Government wanted to put an Eng-
lish bible into each church two years after his death, 
they had to use his translation, although not admitting 
that they had done so.

As some of you will know, I have been a member of 
the Tyndale Society for over 10 years now and recent-
ly attended the 9th International Tyndale Conference 
in Oxford.  It was a great chance to return to my stu-
dent days – staying in a student room, eating in Hall, 
talking to friends, dozing in lectures, and – in produc-
ing this article – eventually having to write an essay. 

Language was a major theme at the conference. One 
of the speakers remarked that the medieval restriction 
of intellectual discourse to Latin and lack of vernacular 
translations of the bible were huge bars to any popu-
lar understanding of the Bible. In some colleges, the 
students were only permitted to speak to each other 
in English on holidays. All other conversation, wheth-
er social, academic or professional had to be in Lat-

in.  Yet the significant benefit of Latin as the language 
of educated discussion was that it became a lingua 
franca. It enabled John Knox to talk to Jean Calvin, 
and William Tyndale to talk to Martin Luther, facilitating 
theological discussion between those from different 
countries across Europeand enabling the ideas of the 
reformers to spread without linguistic barriers.  

Today English has become the modern equivalent to 
Latin, not least because of its flexibility and its ability 
to evolve and absorb words from other languages. 
Tyndale’s translation of the bible into a language used 
by, or intended for the use of ordinary people – in a 
famous quotation, “the boy who followed the plough” 
– was instrumental in enabling the language to devel-
op as it has. England has no equivalent of the Acad-
emie Francaise to exercise linguistic control. This has 
made it the modern lingua franca of business, it is as 
necessary for the modern academic, business man, 
churchman or banker to be able to communicate in 
English as it was for his 16th century predecessor to 
be able to speak Latin. One interesting consequence 
of this was illustrated by a number of students who 
were attending from Louvain University, where one 
of the organisers and main speakers is a professor.  
They represented the new generation in Europe who 
are able to operate in English in both their work and 
leisure.  Their contribution to the conference showed 
how English, when adopted by non-native speakers, 
can become strikingly detached from its roots.  The 
attachment to the language of the Authorised Version 
and the Book of Common Prayer in Anglican congre-
gations, which was assumed by some of the speak-
ers at the conference, has been eroded both because 
of the use of modern language in bible readings and 
the liturgy over the last 40 years and also because, as 
in our congregation, there is a significant minority of 
non-native English speakers.  

It was an important reminder that language – especial-
ly the English language – evolves and words change 
their meaning over time. While Tyndale’s translation of 
the New Testament is still highly influential in the way 
English is written and spoken, his inheritors should 
not cling so tightly to his version that it becomes a 
barrier to the understanding of the bible in the same 
way that the Latin bible was in Tyndale’s time. 

There were also talks about Tyndale’s theology, and 
historical issues related to his life and death  If you 
wish to know about the Tyndale Society please ask 
me or look on the website http://www.tyndale.org/

Translated for Our Times

Nick
Sanderson

The Legacy of William Tyndale



12

St
 M

ich
ae

l’s
 a

nd
 A

ll S
ain

ts
’

C
hr

is
tm

as
 2

01
5

There is a quote that’s been ascribed to the composer 
Gustav Holst, saying “If a thing is worth doing at all, 
it’s worth doing badly”. My dad, a chorister at a choir 
school and for 50 years an organist and choirmaster, 
never quite said that, but his attitude – which I’ve in-
herited – is that if you’re enthusiastic about the music 
then the enthusiasm is its own reward. Anyone lis-
tening will get something out of it if the musicians are 
enjoying themselves. 

I believe passionately that the ability to communicate 
that enthusiasm increases the achievement level of 
everyone involved. It’s almost as if there is an element 
of magic going on. When you see people in other 
parts of the world who have no pre-made instruments 
and no sheet music, and so must make their instru-
ments and music themselves, there is joy and pride 
and fulfilment there which is quite marvellous. I believe 
there’s some aspect of this when we just dish out the 
percussion instruments to the children at church and 
they throw themselves into taking part. Especially with 
the band, there is something happening that makes 
the whole of the body greater than the individual parts.

I’ve been a church musician since the age of seven. I 
sang in the choir as a treble, and at 14 I had my first 
organist job in a little church in Derby. At university I 
played the organ and then a year after coming to Lon-
don I became assistant organist at the Chapel Royal 
of St Peter ad Vincula at the Tower of London. It was 
a hectic time for me, because I had also started to 
work in theatre and was doing a lot of touring. Com-
ing back from a Saturday night show in Edinburgh in 
time to do matins on Sunday morning started to feel 
relentless. So at that point I decided to put my musi-
cal theatre career first. 

That decision informed the next fifteen years of my 
life. I was married with one child when I found myself 
working in New York for about six weeks. While I was 
there my wife called and said that she was pregnant 
with our second child. It was a wake-up call to the fact 
I was spending too much time away from my family.

Working out what to do next was shaped by two oth-
er things that happened around that time. I had been 
invited to play at a couple of services – one a funeral, 
one a friend’s wedding. This led to me signing up to 
a website which offers jobs depping as an organist. 

For about a year this led to my playing in services 
across London, in churches ranging the spectrum 
from high to low. 

This was how I first encountered St Michael’s High-
gate. Since I was living in Crouch End, it was very 
appealing to come and play here. But the first time St 
Michael’s advertised a job playing at the family ser-
vice, I thought, no, I don’t want to do this. 

Then, a couple of months later, I came in for another 
depping job and found that St Michael’s had re-ad-
vertised the position. Perhaps it was slightly differently 
worded, maybe I realised there was a bit more inde-
pendence in the post than I had appreciated. Certainly it 
helped that Veronica Sanderson was very encouraging. 

My first impression of St Michael’s had been that the 
church was dark. This was before the restoration of the 
east end of the church, which really has transformed 
the entire feel of the place. There was an element of 
oppression. I felt slightly that I had to be on my best 
behaviour. Pond Square and the area around that al-
ways feels a bit like a cathedral close – it’s a little bit 
buttoned up, a little bit Trollopian. In my interview ref-
erences were made to the fact that “this is Highgate, 
you know”. The implication was that very high musi-
cal standards were set and everyone would get very 
upset if you played a G sharp when it should be a G. 

Yet Nigel Little, then curate of St Michael’s, had set up 
an Elevenses service which was almost anti-church 
in its conception. There was no choir, no vestments, 
no surpluses, no cassocks, no stoles, no wafers, no 
silver cups. The bread was leavened and while there 
was traditional music there was probably a greater 
proportion of non–traditional music. What was key 
was that the service was led as much as possible by 
lay people. Someone introduced, someone would 
read the lessons, someone else would do the prayers. 
Nigel or any other member of the clergy would just 
preach and give the notices. That is the spirit that has 
absolutely carried on into the 11:15 service, which I 
think is one of St Michael’s USPs. 

Meeting Michael

Robert
Pfeiffer

Growing up with music
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When I started at Elevenses a lot of the music was 
completely new to me. I’m aware now that there 
are lots of different styles of playing modern worship 
songs which originate in pop rock. I remember one 
placement student at St Michael’s who was a particu-
larly gifted rock pianist. I would sit back and wonder 
in amazement at this different sound that would come 
out of the piano. 

A key reason for working at St Michael’s was to be 
able to spend more time with my family, and my son 
John started coming to Elevenses when he was about 
4. Quite often I would lose him in the course of the 
service, and after the service it was always impossi-
ble to find him, he was off playing in the field with the 
other children. 

He started playing the trumpet at the service when he 
was 8 and he is now year 7 and is taking his grade 
5 in a week or so. It was really good that he enjoyed 
playing at Elevenses so much – being able to contrib-
ute was a real boost for his musicianship. 

It’s one challenge of the job that I often have to write 
music parts for people who have only just started 

learning to play their instrument. When you have trum-
pets and saxophones on one side and violin and flute 
and bassoon on the other, you’re dealing with the fact 
that the brass and sax are happier in certain keys. For 
example, Eb major is a particularly good key for brass 
and sax, yet in that scale there is only one note that 
is an open string on the violin. So you always have to 
make a choice: do I want to make this easier for the 
trumpets or for the violin, or more interesting for one 
or the other? Though I quite enjoy the challenge, it’s a 
bit of a jigsaw or like The Times Crossword Puzzle. I 
also enjoy seeing musicians blossom. For example it 
gives me great joy that having played “If I were a but-
terfly” at Eleanor Higginbottom’s baptism that she is 
now a solid member of the band on the trumpet and 
she’s loving it. 

For some composers – like Haydn and Bach – their 
starting point for every composition was reverence to 
God. Yet there is also a spiritual dimension to music 
completely outside the church. One of the things that I 
will certainly take with me from my time at St Michael’s 
are two remembrance evening services: one where 
we did Messiaen’s “Quartet For the End of Time”, and 
one where we did Benjamin Britten’s “Abraham and 
Isaac”. Both of those pieces are concert pieces, but 
there is a humanity in this music which draws you in 
spiritually. 

In the first Book of Common Prayer in 1549 there was 
no music, but in the following year John Merbecke 
wrote the music for the Prayer Book as we know it 
today. Even more amazing is the plainsong music for 
the Sursum Corda which is at least 1000 years old 
and it’s been used during all that time. I have always 
felt a huge spiritual link to this. It connects us across 
the centuries, which I think is tremendously potent. 
It embodies the essence of all great music, through 
having the power to make you feel something beyond 
the every day. 

Jonathan Trigg writes 
about Michael on page 14.
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A musical meditation on the Lord’s Prayer

“Michael, why don’t we do a recording of a musical 
meditation similar to what we did for the Stations of 
the Cross?” I found myself asking. I had little hope of a 
positive answer when I first made this suggestion. But 
Michael Haslam being Michael Haslam, nothing – at 
least when it comes to music - is impossible. 

Before the summer we just had a vague idea of a 
spiritual text that would inspire musical images. In the 
early autumn we sat down - Michael as ever sitting at 
a piano, ready with a wide range of musical quotes for 
our discussion. It was Michael who suggested Fran-
cis of Assisi’s  response to the Our Father. Beautiful, 
moving, and full of life and colour, breath and song, 
reflecting on none less than the prayer our Lord gave 
us - what could be more inspiring? But perhaps also: 
what could be more daunting? Here’s a Saint among 
the Saints, one who chose poverty to serve in humility 
and love, one who was convinced that nothing can 
stand in the way of God’s peace. And one who spoke 
with the birds. 

St Francis chooses 
key words and pas-
sages in the Our Fa-
ther and reflects on 
them. That creates 
passages. Passages 
that leave a pause, a 
pause for reflection. 
Which is where mu-
sic quite naturally can 
find a space. Piano 
and electric guitar 
make for an unusual 
combination – they 

are a bit like cousins with a somewhat chequered 
family history. Yet Michael writes and arranges music 
for any combination of instruments as easily as other 
people breath or walk. You could come to him with a 
little melody that had just come to your head and – 
hey presto - he’d turn it into a musical piece with har-
monies and rhythm, flow and beauty. And that - pretty 
much – is what happened. 

A friend, Andrew Earis, musical director of St Martin’s 
in the Field and a regular producer for BBC’s Radio 
4, kindly agreed to record us. Peter Brunner, the man 
who reads so beautifully that even just to hear him 
makes it worth coming up to the 6:30pm service on 
a Sunday, generously said “yes” when asked whether 
he’d read. Kay gave us green light to use the church 
on the evening of 31 October, a Saturday.  So it was 
that we were able to record the meditation.  

Finally, Grant Ward, who has designed all our church 
magazine covers, gifted a beautiful design for the 
cover and booklet of the CD and off it went into pro-
duction. I’m hoping to receive the CDs early next 
week. Sally has already arranged for it to be played 
during her prayer group meeting on Wednesday. An 
amazing experience of coming together and receiving 

gifts freely and see-
ing these gifts come 
into life as others 
make wonderful use 
of them. Hallowed be 
Thy name!”

Pick up your copy 
of this CD for £10 
at the back of St 
Michael’s.

All profits go 
to St Michael’s.

Robert
Pfeiffer
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Ten years ago Michael Haslam came to St Michael’s.  
This was the time when the Elevenses service in the 
school was newly established. Michael played a cru-
cial part in developing it as he worked with Nigel Little 
to expand our musical range and evolve our style of 
worship.  On top of this he accompanied our old Fam-
ily Service in church each Sunday morning. Quickly 
we realised what a wonderful organist had joined our 
team.

Since then the pattern of our Sunday morning wor-

ship has progressed significantly.  Michael’s wisdom, 
good counsel and patience have been invaluable 
throughout.  

As we announced at the end of November, Michael 
will be leaving us in January after ten years’ service to 
take up an exciting post as Director of Liturgical Music 
at St James’s, Piccadilly. They will soon realise how 
fortunate they are.

We’ll be seeking to appoint a replacement, but he will 
be a hard act to follow.

Michael: we shall miss your excellence on organ and 
piano, the consummate ease and skill of your improv-
isation, and above all your good humour and your 
friendship.

Jonathan 
Trigg

Take a tin of Mamade, available from 
Morrisons or Waitrose, plus a sachet 
of pectin from Waitrose.

Follow the instructions, but add one 
grapefruit and one lemon zest (a 
bit of pith is okay, but cut the 
zest into small strips). Also add 
the pulp to the Mamade mix. 
Add 200g extra sugar, and boil 
as instructed on the Mamade 
tin. Remember to have added 
pectin to the original sugar input, 
not later.

You need to test before bottling via 
the cold (in freezer briefly) plates and 
finger across marmalade sample. 
Once the marmalade sample crin-

kles then you are ready to ladle 
the marmalade into sterilized 
warmed-in-oven jars. The kil-
ner jars are inexpensive to buy 
at Morrisons.

Cool the jars and label.

Bon appetit! This is more re-
freshing than orange marma-
lade, pure and simple.

Jennifer & Keith 
Horne-Roberts/Roberts

Something Warm for Winter

Michael Moves On
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The PCC met on 26 November 2015.

Safety Issues
Concerns have been raised about the safety at 9.45 Light 
Groups (in the upper hall). These fall into two categories.

a. Health & safety
A number of recommendations were made, accept-
ed and will be actioned in the coming weeks:
 � Display of a notice giving location of First Aid Kit
 � Stair rail at a suitable height for small children
 � Child safety lock on the outside door compatible with 

fire safety requirements.
 � Hinge protectors to be fitted to the doors

b. Numbers and supervision
Concerns were raised about management of the large 
numbers of children in the Upper Hall. To address this, 
there will be a study which will culminate in a report with 
recommendations for the next PCC.

Stewardship & Money
Whilst the events were well attended and successful 
from a social perspective, the plea for pledges failed to 
reach as many people as we hoped. There are plans 
to continue campaigning in the New Year with new 
ideas including getting the Sunday school children to 
build a large collection box saying what is needed to 
run the Church.

If you missed out on pledging to give to the church, 
you can do so at any time (there are stewardship leaf-
lets available at the back of the church). We are look-

ing for a further £14,000 in pledges to address our 
budget deficit; this is the equivalent of just 14 families 
each pledging £20 / week plus gift aid.

Finance
There will a deficit for 2015 in the region of £4-5,000. This 
is without spending anything on much needed repairs oth-
er than essential repairs of the service areas. There are no 
easy ways to make savings and a similar budget has been 
set for 2016. This does not allow any money to be set aside 
for major works, and necessary work is having to be put 
on hold.

Christmas Collections
Each year we donate our Christmas collections to two 
charities. This year it was agreed that they will be C4WS 
Homeless Project (which includes the work St Michael’s 
supports in providing food, companionship and shelter at 
the URC in Pond Square), and the Christian Aid fund for 
refugees.

Communion Assistants
Existing and assistants for the distribution of Communion 
have been approved by the Bishop of Edmonton.

The Lord’s Prayer
Following the Searchlights group for parents at the 9.45 
service, there will be a January sermon series and evening 
course on the Lord’s Prayer. During this time, we will reflect 
on the role of prayer at St Michael’s, and further develop 
our housegroups.

 See page 7 for more details on January events.

St Michael’s PCC
Mary
Embleton

St Michael’s Parish Register
Baptisms
Lara Franςoise Marie Heath
Lucy Claire Marie Heath
Julian Andrew Timms
Victor Frederick Gavin Casey
Henry James Old

Wedding
James Henry Lovell-Young and Caroline Margurita Lowes

Memorial Service
Peter Aubrey Vipond

Funeral
Professor John David Yeadon Peel
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The Rev’d. Dr. Jonathan Trigg
Vicar, St Michael’s
Curate, All Saints’
jonathan.trigg@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07883 340239

The Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey
Associate Vicar, StM
Priest-in-Charge, AS

Highgate Theology Fellowship 
brycepwandrey@gmail.com

020 8351 6083
The Rev’d. James Yeates

Assistant Curate
james.yeates@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8144 3056

The Rev’d. Howard Rogers
Assistant Curate
howard.rogers@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 7485 6376

Rev’d. Robert Willoughby
Assistant Curate

robert.willoughby@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

01923 456328

Contact
Details

Jonathan Brooks
Children & Youth

jonathan.brooks@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

020 7681 0170
Paul Dean

Director of Music
paul.dean@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07740 28274
Hannah Parry

Assistant Organist
hlmparry@gmail.com

Michael Haslam
Musician

innate@mac.com
07730 556595

Veronica Sanderson
Safeguarding

safeguarding@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

07961 165029

Anne Casson
Reader

cassonjsc@ 
hotmail.com

020 7272 2374
Robert Pfeiffer

Reader & Magazine
rpfeiffer@ 

bryangarnier.com
020 8348 9140
Nick Sanderson

Reader
nsanderson@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8883 6031

Gill Taylor
Reader

gilltaylor77@gmail.com
020 8340 8319

John Taylor
Reader

johntaylorok@aol.com
020 8340 9019

Patrice Ware-White
Reader

p.ware@ucl.ac.uk
020 8348 3257

Alan West
Churchwarden

alanwest60@gmail.com
020 7284 3282

Mark Dailey
Churchwarden
mark.dailey@ 
madano.com

020 7561 0750
Mary Embleton
PCC Secretary

maryembleton252@ 
gmail.com

020 8340 5923
John-Henry Liepe

PCC Treasurer
jhliepe@hotmail.com

07841 165029

Mary Holtby
Assistant Treasurer

mary.holtby@ 
blueyonder.co.uk
020 8245 5490

Roger Sainsbury
Stewardship Recorder

rnsainsbury88@ 
gmail.com

020 8883 492
Gilly Wesley

Fairtrade & Elec. Roll
gilly.wesley@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
Karen Sennett

Mission Partners
karen@metafour.com

020 8340 3739
Kay Langley-May

Parish Administrator
office@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8340 7279

St Michael’s stmichaelshighgate.org

Pam Lighthill
Reader & PCC Sec.

pam_lighthill@ 
hotmail.co.uk

020 8444 0387
John Havergal
Churchwarden

agile@authors.co.uk
020 8341 0442

Mary Barker
Stewardship Recorder

020 8348 6058

David Bulgin
Treasurer

david.bulgin@ 
rssb.co.uk

020 8349 2397
Jane Havergal
Electoral Roll
jhavergal@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8340 0543

Jean Johnson
Church Hall Bookings

020 8347 8020
Valerie McMillan
Choir Mistress
020 8346 0438
Demi Adebanjo

Children’s Advocate
demiathome@ 
yahoo.co.uk

020 8340 2128

Elizabeth Bulgin
Guide

020 8349 2397
Marie Edwards
Brownies & BRF

mefaired@hotmail.co.uk
020 8340 5726

All Saints’ allsaintshighgate.com
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All Saints’ Services
Parish Communion is celebrated each Sunday at 
10am. On the fourth Sunday (ie. 24 January and 
28 February) this is replaced with an All-In Service - 
relaxed, welcoming and family friendly.

8am 9.45 11.15 4pm 6.30pm

3rd Jan
Christmas 2

CW Holy 
Communion

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

Holy 
Communion

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

Morning 
Worship

Jer. 31:7-14
John 1:10-18

BCP Holy 
Communion

Is. 46:3-13
Matthew 2:13-23

10th Jan
Baptism of Christ

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Ephesians 1:3-14
Luke 4:16-21

Holy 
Communion

Ephesians 1:3-14
Luke 4:16-21

Messy Church
Jonah and the 
Very Big FIsh

Service of 
the Word
at All Saints’ 
Talbot Road

17th Jan
Epiphany 2

Holy
Communion

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion

Philippians 4:10-14
Luke 11:5-13

Morning 
Worship

Philippians 4:10-14
Luke 11:5-13

BCP Choral 
Evensong
Isaiah 62:1-5
John 2.1-11

24th Jan
Epiphany 3

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning Prayer 
with Baptism

Ephesians 4:25-32
Luke 6:27-3

H. Communion 
with Baptism

Ephesians 4:25-32
Luke 6:27-3

BCP Evening 
Prayer

Neh 8:1-3,5-6,8-10
1 Cor 12:12-31a

31st Jan
Epiphany 4

Holy
Communion

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion
James 1:12-16
Luke 22:39-46

Morning 
Worship

James 1:12-16
Luke 22:39-46

BCP Evening 
Prayer

1 Chronicles 29.6-19
Acts 7.44-50

7th Feb
Next before Lent

CW Holy 
Communion

2 Cor. 3:12 - 4:2
Luke 9.28-36

Holy 
Communion

2 Cor. 3:12 - 4:2
Luke 9.28-36

Morning 
Worship

2 Cor. 3:12 - 4:2
Luke 9.28-36

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

Exodus 3:1-6
John 12:27-36a

14th Feb
Lent 1

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Romans 10.8b-13
Luke 4.1-13

Holy 
Communion

Romans 10.8b-13
Luke 4.1-13

Messy Church
Luke 15:1-7

Service of 
the Word

Jonah 3
Luke 18.9-14

21st Feb
Lent 2

Holy
Communion

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion
Phil. 3:17 - 4:1
Luke 13:31-35

Morning 
Worship

Phil. 3:17 - 4:1
Luke 13:31-35

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

Jer 22:1-9,13-17
Luke 14.27-33

28th Feb
Lent 3

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning Prayer 
with Baptism
1 Cor. 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

H. Communion 
with Baptism
1 Cor. 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

BCP Evening 
Prayer

Genesis 28.10-19a
John 1.35-51

St Michael’s Services
There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 11am (St Michael’s), and Wednesday at 7.30pm (All Saints’).

On Ash Wednesday (10 February) there is a service of BCP Holy Communion at 11am (St Michael’s) 
and CW Holy Communion at 7.30pm (All Saints’)
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Sunday 13 December
MESSY CHRISTINGLE – 4pm

Sunday 20 December
FAMILY CAROL SERVICE – 9.45am

ALL AGE HOLY COMMUNION – 11.15am

FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
6.30pm

Christmas Eve
MIDNIGHT EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY

11.30pm

Christmas Day
HOLY COMMUNION – 8am

FAMILY NATIVITY – 10am

HOLY COMMUNION – 11am

Sunday 13 December
ALL SAINTS CAROLS – 4pm

Sunday 20 December
PARISH COMMUNION – 10am

Christmas Eve
MIDNIGHT EUCHARIST OF THE NATIVITY

11.30pm

Christmas Day
PARISH COMMUNION – 10am

Christmas
at St Michael’s at All Saint’s
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It’s not very often that I choose to dig a candle into 
an orange, and normally I prefer to eat sweets, rath-
er than skewer them with cocktail sticks. But once a 
year, it’s time to celebrate Christingle, and a collection 
of household objects becomes the focus for our un-
derstanding of Christmas.

Like all good traditions, the origins 
of Christingle is shrouded in 
some mystery. It’s believed 
that the first Christin-
gle service was held a 
Moravian church in 
the village of Ma-
rienborn, midway 
between Hano-
ver and Berlin, at 
Christmas 1747. 
Children at the first 
Christingle were 
encouraged by 
pastor John de Wat-
teville to place their 
lighted candle in their 
bedroom windows, as 
a symbol of Jesus’ light 
shining out.

Christingles were clearly popular, 
but took over 200 years to reach the 
UK. In the Church of England, the West Midlands 
branch of the Children’s Society held one of the first 
known Christingle services, at Lincoln Cathedral in 
1968. Up to 1,500 attended this first service, and the 
Children’s Society has supported and encouraged 
Christingles ever since. Today, you can find Christin-
gle services throughout the country, and over a million 
pounds was raised in 2014.

The first Christingles were simply candles with a red 
ribbon tied around it. Today’s Christingles include 
sweets, cocktail sticks and oranges, each presenting 
a different image of Jesus. There is Jesus the Light 

of the world (candle), the Saviour of the world (red 
ribbon), the king of the world (orange) and the creator 
of the world (sticks and sweets). At Christmas, Chris-
tingles remind us that the new-born Jesus is also our 
God, our King and our redeemer.

This year, at St Michael’s, we are making some small 
changes to the Christingle. The red ribbon of Jesus’ 
sacrificial blood will be replaced by a purple one, re-
minding us of Jesus’ majesty and kingship encircling 

the world. The cocktail sticks (no longer just four) 
will be a crown, with sweet jewels care-

fully positioned. This crown, how-
ever, is made of sharp sticks, 

alluding to the crown of 
thorns Pilate forced upon 

Jesus. The sharp sticks 
are a strong image of 
the pain Jesus surely 
felt when in a man-
ger, when preach-
ing and, most 
particularly, on the 
cross.

Changing tradition 
can sometimes be 

discomforting and 
disorientating. Like 

many, I get very anxious 
if Christmas is not done 

‘properly’. But small changes 
can help us to think again about 

the baby who was born in Bethlehem. 
Of all that was remarkable at the first Christ-

mas, I think the sight of finely-dressed magi worship-
ping a small baby born into poverty must have been 
quite breathtaking. Even these wealthy astronomers 
were not above worshipping God’s son.

The magi remind us that Jesus subverts our tradition 
and our hierarchy, even today. So this year, when our 
neat tradition of Christingles is subverted just a little, 
is a moment to reflect on the tiny baby who unleashed 
a revolution on the world. Take your Christingle not 
just as pretty, but as a reminder of a God whom even 
kings worship.

Backseat Drivers

Jonathan
Brooks

Christingles are a-changing


