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This is our second Easter edition. You probably 
most easily recognise the current Parish Maga-
zine generation by our covers, designed by Grant 
Ward. You shall therefore know us by our covers. 
Which must be the clumsiest segue into Easter, 
because of course at Easter, they also lifted the 
cover and knew. The stone was rolled away,  Je-
sus’ body was gone: He had risen!

Open Grant’s beautiful cover today and you will 
find Easter gifts from a lots of people. Robert 
Willoughby explores the shock of Easter, while 
Bryce reflects on reconciliation. We focus on mu-
sic, meeting Paul Dean, celebrating the All Saints’ 
choir and feeling the rhythms of Evensong. Read 
on to find features on our new bishop, a spe-
cial wedding in Highgate, managing money and 
much, much more.

This magazine has gems on every page, and we 
are grateful to all those that have written and con-
tributed. We are very proud that more than twen-
ty people have been involved with this edition!

If that tomb had not been empty all those years 
ago, if Jesus had not risen as he said he would, 
then this magazine wouldn’t exist, Grant’s cover 
would be blank and these pages would be emp-
ty. Praise God: Happy Easter!

Robert Pfeiffer, Rachel Halliburton 
and Jonathan Brooks

Comment
The Shock of Easter ..........................4

Moments of Reconcilliation ...............6

Christians in Syria ..............................8

Navigating Money and Morality .......10

People
Meeting Paul Dean ..........................12

Generation Why ...............................14

A New Bishop in Edmonton ............16

Building the Kingdom
St Michael’s Easter Mission ............24

Our Church
View from the Vicarage ....................18

PCC Reports ...................................19

View from the Foothills ....................20

The Simple Joy of Evensong ...........22

All Saints’ Choir ...............................23

Spanning the Generations ...............26

Contact Details ................................27

Service Times ..................................28

3

H
IG

H
G

ATE M
AG

AZIN
E

St M
ichael’s and All Saints’

Easter 2016

St Michael’s Church
South Grove
London N6 6LB

020 8340 7279
stmichaelshighgate.org

All Saints’ Church
Talbot Road

London N6 4QH

020 8351 6083
allsaintshighgate.com

(a
ns

w
er

s 
on

 p
ag

e 
29

)

In the Back
Letter from America .........................30

Turning Easter Inside Out ................32

Easter

Edition



4

St
 M

ich
ae

l’s
 a

nd
 A

ll S
ain

ts
’

C
O

M
M

EN
T

Ea
st

er
 2

01
6

In 1980 the great Australian art critic Robert Hughes 
published a large volume entitled The Shock of the 
New. In it he sought, very helpfully, to explore and 
explain a number of features of modern art to a public 
which, for decades, had been puzzled and, frequent-
ly, shocked by what modern artists came up with. 
Comments ranging from ‘my four year old could do 
better’ to ‘that’s disgusting’ to ‘I can’t get my head 
around it’ expressed the opinion of many.

How were we to explain or, indeed, relate to what 
was, and is, being thrust upon us? Hughes’s title, 
however, appeals to me as a summary of how people 
from the very beginning have responded to the shock 
of Christ’s resurrection. According to Paul, Christian 
faith stands or falls by whether Jesus rose from death 
(1 Corinthians 15:17). So this is no small matter we 
are dealing with.

The proclamation of resurrection is something to 
be sceptical about. Dead men don’t rise. Millions of 
people have proved this fact to be true!! How many 
people do you know who’ve risen from the dead? Of 
course nothing can be proved beyond doubt. Empir-
ical investigation demands some sort of repetition of 
the occurrence. And nothing comparable has reoc-
curred or preceded the empty tomb.

Probability is all we can go by. 

By contrast it is not remotely improbable that Jesus 
was executed in the way described in the Gospels. 
The Romans put troublemakers to death. He was not 
simply a great moral teacher. He gathered crowds 
as others both before and after him did. He stimu-
lated Jewish political aspirations as witnessed on 
Palm Sunday. He annoyed both Jewish and Roman 
authorities.

The surprise, or shock, is that we should know as 
much about it as we do. And the reason? Christians 
believe he rose from the dead. Of course the first 

witnesses were all completely shocked and, initially, at 
a loss to explain what they saw or heard. No-one was 
quite expecting this. The Pharisees expected a gener-
al resurrection at the end of time and the Sadducees 
didn’t believe in one at any point! So a number of ex-
planations have been proposed, both then and since.

The first recorded explanation was that someone had 
stolen the body (Matthew 28:13). But who? The Ro-
mans would find the body useful to demonstrate their 
control, the same way that, at the Restoration, the 
government exhumed Oliver Cromwell’s body and 
displayed it publicly. That was why 
the tomb was guarded. The 
Jewish authorities 
had nothing to 
gain by it. 
Moreo-
v e r, 

The Shock of Easter
Encountering the impossible

Robert 
Willoughby

© Resurrection Morning by James Martin, veritasse.co.uk
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they would have had to do it on the Sabbath. The dis-
ciples were grief-stricken, in despair, in disarray and 
had made arrangements to anoint the body.

Another theory is that it was actually someone else 
who died on the cross. So there was no resurrec-
tion because Jesus never died. Who did then? Judas 
perhaps, though the evidence we have in the Gos-
pels is that he took his own life (Matthew 27:1-10). 

And wouldn’t the Romans have no-
ticed? Or the Jewish au-

thorities who really 
had it in for Je-

sus. Or the  
crowd?  

 
 

The disciples? Jesus had gathered a considerable 
level of notoriety.

Some suggest that, maybe, he swooned or fell into 
some sort of sleep on the cross, was mistaken for 
dead, taken to tomb, then revived after three days 
and walked out the tomb alive. But, as already stated, 
the Romans were excellent at killing and are recorded 
as crucifying as many as three thousand on one day. 
To be mistaken for dead required the Romans, every-
one watching, those who took him to tomb and the 
women who came to embalm him not to realise that 
he was dead. If exhaustion, dislocation, suffocation 
and heat didn’t kill them, they stabbed them in the 
side or broke their legs.

It is more credible, if utterly shocking, to accept that 
he died and was taken to the tomb; that the tomb 
was then found  empty; and that the disciples were 
left with the puzzle of what had happened to him. As 
the great scholar of Second Temple Judaism, Rabbi 
Geza Vermes, Professor of Hebrew at Oxford Univer-
sity, wrote some years ago,

In the end, when every argument has been 
considered and weighed, the only conclusion 
acceptable to the historian must be…that the 
women who set out to pay their last respects 
to Jesus found to their consternation, not a 
body, but an empty tomb.

That, of course, was not the end of the shocks to 
which they were destined to be exposed. Significant 
numbers of them encountered the Risen Lord in the 
days that followed their first alarming discovery. Paul 
offers us something of an inventory in 1 Corinthians 
15. Some have thought they simply saw a ghost or 
had some other sort of paranormal experience. Oth-
ers have reached for mass hysteria or corporate hal-
lucination. Others a rationalisation after the event. 

Personally I don’t hold with any of these options. The 
evidence points to physical resurrection. No wonder 
they were shocked. We certainly cannot deny that 
those same people had their lives transformed for 
ever. And so have millions of others since.

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead.
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. 

Let nothing move you.
1 Corinthians 15: 20, 58
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In his second volume of My Struggle, ‘A Man in 
Love,’ Karl Ove Knausgaard recounts a scene with 
which most of us are probably familiar. Two young 
parents are sharing the responsibilities of housework 
and raising a child while trying to find some relaxation 
time as well. Karl Ove has been working all day and 
is now getting everything ready for a dinner party. He 
wants time to relax before the final preparations. His 
partner, Linda, has been watching Vanja all day long 
and would also like some time to relax on her own. 
‘“Can you take Vanja?” she asked. “I need a break as 
well.” “I’ve just sat down,” [he] said. “I’ve cleaned the 
whole bloody flat, as I’m sure you’ve noticed.”’ 

As tensions run high, little Vanja plays with her blocks, 
banging them on the floor. A harmless enough action, 
were it not for the Russian neighbour downstairs. She 
and the Knausgaards have had a feud for some time 
about noise going both ways. Often she 
bangs on the pipes. This time is no 
different. Except when it comes to 
Karl Ove’s reaction. Exasperat-
ed and exhausted, 
he grabs the 
c h i l d ’ s 
b l o c k s 
a n d 
g i v e s 
them 
a 

good bang on the floor for effect. The next thing they 
know, the Russian woman is ringing on the door.

It goes without saying that Karl Ove and Linda do not 
need this new, incendiary intrusion. Karl Ove rips the 
door open and steps out into the hall. He express-
es himself in words that are in caps, and mostly unfit 
for a parish magazine. Afterwards he closes the door, 
walks past Linda and says, ‘“That wasn’t perhaps the 
wisest move. But it felt good.” “I can imagine,” she 
said. And with that, and a little time of cooling off, the 
breach between Karl Ove and Linda was repaired. It 
was voiced not too long after as Linda asks, “Are we 
friends?” “Of course,” he answers. And with a kiss 
and a declaration of “I love you, you know” it was all 
healed: reconciled.’ 

What an odd and unexpected moment of reconcil-
iation! It wasn’t asked for and it wasn’t planned. It 
didn’t involve a mature sitting down, talking through 
the issues and coming to a well-thought mutual un-
derstanding. But sometimes, these unexpected but 
wholly necessary moments of reconciliation can not 
only make us thankful, but also cause us to think 
about bigger moments of reconciliation.

Some make a living out of being a mediator. 
I was a big sports fan as a child, and 

became familiar with the role through 
witnessing labour disagreements 

in professional sport. If the Play-
ers’ Union couldn’t agree on 
a labour agreement with the 
team owners, a strike would 

be threatened. In response, 
the reconciler would be 

called in. More often 
than not a friendly 

and workable re-
lationship would 

be restored. 
But there 
were times 

when the 
recon-

ciler 

A Profound Gift

Bryce 
Wandrey

Little moments of reconciliation

‘Reconciliation’ 
at St Michael’s 

Cathedral, Coventry
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failed and the players went on strike. As a result, the 
season would come to an abrupt end, or scabs would 
take the field and a little boy’s heart would be broken!

Karl Ove and Linda were not quite at the point of 
needing to call in a professional reconciler. I say not 
quite because I am sure we can imagine that after a 
certain period of time, that would indeed be the out-
come of a relationship with prolonged discontents. 
But, then, as you reach for the phone to call the me-
diator the ‘Russian woman’ comes charging up the 
stairs. Unbeknownst to her she is the great reconciler 
for the Knausgaard family that evening! She brokers 
the peace so desperately needed with her confronta-
tional presence. 

That is what we all need at times. Someone or some-
thing else completely outside of ourselves to come 
swooping in so that everything becomes better. You 
can only throw that smile or crack that joke so many 
times to thaw the ice. After a while it won’t work any 
longer. But you can’t plan on the surprise reconciler 
showing up either. That is why, when they do sud-
denly come on to the stage of your life, they are such 
a relief. You’re thankful for being able to direct your 
anger away from its current object – all too often the 
one you love.

Reconciling Love
The Church, at this time of year, is profoundly focused 
on reconciliation. Lent and Easter bring a heightened 
awareness of God’s action of reconciliation through 
the Crucifixion. Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:

All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
(1 Corinthians 5:18-19)

There is a twofold emphasis in what Paul has to say 
in reflection upon the cross and resurrection of Je-
sus — about God in Christ. First, God was somehow 
“in Christ” reconciling the world to himself. One way 
that Paul conceives of this process of reconciliation 

is to say that in some way, through Christ, God is no 
longer counting our trespasses (or sins) against us. 
Well, what does that mean? To not count our sins 
against us? Well, it means exactly what we are talking 
about: reconciliation. 

Sins, if unmediated, destroy relationships. Our bap-
tism service speaks directly to this when the can-
didate for baptism is asked, “Do you repent of the 
sins that separate us from God and neighbour?” Sins 
cause separation, or, whatever is causing the separa-
tion is sin. In Christ, God no longer allows those sins 
to be the final decider about relationships. Writing to 
the Ephesians Paul discusses how Christ broke down 
the wall of separation between Jews and Gentiles. It 
doesn’t take much to extend this metaphor to Christ 
breaking down the wall erected by our sins between 
us and God. Christ mediates through loving service 
and sacrifice and, as a result, broken relationships are 
reconciled.

The second emphasis in Paul’s letter is that we now 
have the message and ministry of reconciliation. In-
deed, we have been “entrusted” with it. Not only is 
reconciliation a wonderful gift, it is also a burden. On 
the one hand, it is God working through our minis-
try: it will be God’s grace and mercy that achieve the 
real reconciling, not our ill-fated attempts at being the 
heroes. On the other hand, we should not take a re-
laxed or even laissez faire approach to the ministry 
of reconciliation. It will take genuine effort, it will take 
genuine grace, and sometimes it will take getting out 
of the way and allowing someone else to do the work: 
even a Russian woman banging on water pipes and 
the front door!

Hopefully, the small and yet wonderful moments of 
reconciliation in life can lead us to think more deeply 
about the profound gift of reconciliation. Almost no 
one had any idea that God would show his reconcil-
ing love ultimately in the death and resurrection of a 
human being in the first century, outside the city walls 
of Jerusalem and through an empty tomb. But there it 
was: a wonderfully big and yet unexpected moment. 
All we can really hope is to peer into the mystery a little 
more each time we find ourselves being reconciled to 
one another. And then we must take up the challenge 
of humbly and gracefully being ministers of that same 
reconciliation.
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Eight years ago, I stood on a beach in what was then 
Gaddafi’s Libya, and watched the murmurations of 
starlings swoop backwards and forwards over the an-
cient city of Leptis Magna. It was a stark blue winter’s 
morning, and – even against the grotesque backdrop 
of a dictator’s regime – the stunning relics of this Ro-
man city gave an extraordinary sense of human inge-
nuity, at its very finest, being communicated across 
the millennia. No-one could have imagined then how 
the atrocities of Gaddafi’s regime would be replaced 
by something far worse: a failed state, where extrem-
ists wrestled for weapons and oil in a bid to challenge 
the whole Western way of life. Just seven short years 
later, the world would be galvanized and horrified by 
video footage in which 21 Coptic Christians were led 
out onto a similar Libyan beach. Dressed in orange 
jumpsuits, they were executed by men in black jump-
suits representing ISIS.

Why should this be of relevance to someone sitting 
perched on top of Highgate Hill in the pews at St 
Michael’s? Basic human empathy aside, it smashes 
through the six degrees of separation partly because 
the execution seemed to set the pattern for a se-
quence of events that began just a couple of weeks 
later. At the end of February 2015, Islamic extremists 
stepped up their campaign against Christian minority 
groups by kidnapping more than 200 Assyrian Chris-
tians in north-east Syria. The hostages came from 33 
villages, including communities close to the town of 

Tal Tamr, which lies close to the Turkish/Syrian border. 
A church was set on fire, and fighters were installed 
in the rest of the building. As the US-led coalition 
responded with bombing raids, the Christian world 
braced itself for further propaganda beheadings.

Yet the dedicated work of an organization directly 
allied to the St Michael’s mission partner, the Barn-
abas Fund (see pages 24-25), has been instrumen-

tal in securing a remarkable turnaround. The Assyr-
ian Church of the East Relief Organisation (ACERO) 
works most specifically in aiding Assyrian Christians, 
one of the world’s oldest Christian communities, now 
based largely in Iraq and Syria. The group has suf-
fered repeated persecution over the centuries at the 
hands of peoples including the Turks, Kurds, Arabs 
and Persians. On February 4 this year the Europe-
an Parliament officially recognised that – in the latest 
stage of their bloody history – they are now suffering 
systematic genocide at the hands of ISIS.

Christians in Syria
Breaking the cycle of persecution

Rachel
Halliburton

ACERO represents a bold bid 
to prevent Christianity from 
disappearing from the place 

of its origin. 

8



9

C
O

M
M

EN
T

St M
ichael’s and All Saints’

Easter 2016

Against this daunting backdrop, ACERO, in con-
junction with the Barnabas Fund, has been working 
tirelessly to negotiate the release of the hostages, as 
well as to provide shelter, food and aid to Assyrians 
displaced in Syria and Iraq by persecution. Headed 
up by His Grace Mar Afram Athneil, the Bishop of 
Syria whose headquarters are in al-Hassakeh prov-
ince, their tactics have proved remarkably success-
ful. ISIS initially demanded $18 million as a ransom, 
but through mediation this sum was brought down. 

A bank account was opened in the northern Iraqi city 
of Irbil, and donations came in from around the world. 

Though there was despair when three Assyrians were 
executed, hope sprang up again as ISIS started to re-
lease groups throughout the year. On Christmas Day 
they released a symbolic 25, while on 22 February of 
this year, it was confirmed by the Assyrian Church of 
the East’s Diocese of Syria that the 43 hostages be-
ing released were the last of the group abducted just 
over a year ago. Yet though most news organizations 
heralded this as the end of the ordeal, an anonymous 
source told Highgate Parishes Magazine that negotia-
tions are ongoing for the release of two girls. There are 
significant fears surrounding the fate of at least one 
of them, while it remains impossible to predict if and 
when the other will be released. 

While this high profile hostage negotiation has seized 
headlines across the mainstream media, ACERO’s 
other campaigns include raising money for Assyrian 
schools, tackling the water crisis in Northern Iraq, 
and creating housing for displaced Assyrians. It also 
provides food and medical relief in countries including 
Jordan and Greece, while support from the Barna-
bas Fund has allowed it to carry out such initiatives as 
building the Sawra Village Project in Northern Iraq for 
persecuted Christians. At a point when the Christian 
population in the Middle East is plummeting, ACERO 
simultaneously represents a fascinating slice of his-
tory, and a bold bid to prevent Christianity from dis-
appearing from the place of its origin. Its challenges 
will be significant in the next few years, but for those 
sitting in Highgate it is still possible to play a tiny part 
in the daunting changes it is trying to effect.

9

Assyrian Church of the East 
Relief Organisation

theacero.org

Bishop Afram Athneil greets refugees in February 2016.
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I’m frequently asked how I fell into my profession. I did 
an art degree and a masters in puppetry and biome-
chanics, so when I reveal to people I am now a fully 
fledged (albeit entirely unqualified) accountant in the 
film industry they are often surprised! My story varies 
depending on the audience. I can make it sound as if I 
was headhunted for showing a flare for numbers. But 
the truth is, I was desperate to leave home and the 
salary of your average art department lackey didn’t 
cut it. So I simply looked up which department made 
the most money, and put myself there by bigging-up 
previous experience handling expenses. 

This is my disclaimer. 

In the five years since I became an “accountant” (air 
quotation marks highly necessary), I have learned 
many things, not just about the job, but surprising-
ly about human nature in general. I have found that 
working in the finance sector, you will undoubtedly 
meet a lot of lovely interesting people, but you will also 
experience people at their very worst. 

Too often the most normal seeming people, with whom 
you’d happily share a joke in the catering queue, will 
hours later be screaming in your face. This could be 
because they’ve noticed they are owed an hour over-
time, or because they’re upset they can’t have their 
£1.20 parking ticket reimbursed (as it’s from 1953). I 
will not pretend to be able to analyse the psychology 
that underlies this, and I certainly won’t generalise be-
yond saying that this financial rage is most prominent 
in those who earn the most.

One manifestation of this is the obscure expenses of 
high earners. “Yes, cat food & toothpaste are valid 
company expenses, no, this is definitely not a person-
al receipt, it’s craft I tell you! CRAFT! For everyone!” I 
only wish I hadn’t signed disclosoure forms for every 
movie on which I’ve worked, since the list of bizarre 
expenses submitted by A-listers would make a fasci-
nating article. In fact, upon retirement I intend to make 
a join the boxes – ‘Match the expenses to the celeb-
rity’ activity book that I’m sure will fund my pension. 
In the meantime you shall have to take my word that 
I’ve seen the weird and the wonderful, so although I 
can’t submit detailed evidence, I think my hypothesis 
is worthy of debate:

Money is capable of bringing out 
the very worst in human nature. 

I totally understand that this is no revelation. We see 
it everyday, no one denies money is the root of all evil. 
We talk about arms deals, corporate tax avoidance, 
expense scandals, strikes, and even world wars, the 
source of which can all be boiled down to one thing...
money. The personal worth of a select few around 
which the world revolves. 

I feel that working where I do has allowed me to see 
firsthand where the seed for all this is sown. 

From my experience, money is a drug and is as ad-
dictive, as all-consuming and as potentially-danger-
ous as any A-class I can think of. As necessary to 
daily life as water but, in excess – very bad for us.

Ecclesiastes tells us that “Whoever loves money nev-
er has enough; and whoever loves wealth is never 
satisfied with their income.”

Tantalising proof that this is a long existing social prob-
lem, that shows little sign of going away. However, 
for me personally, seeing this trait in other people has 
encouraged me to be as generous as possible. Now 
I know Jesus said, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell 
your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven” Nope, just can’t, and not just 
because I have a very low success rate on eBay. I am 
by my own admission chronically materialistic. In fact, I 
had to purchase a new 13inch apple mac pro in order to 

For the Love of Money

Ella
West

Who ever loves money, 
never has enough.

Ecclesiastes 5:10

A minefield of modern morality
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facilitate 

writing this arti-
cle (my Lenovo is 

doing something fun-
ny, I swear.) It will never 

go unnoticed to me how 
extraordinarily privileged 
and lucky I am to be in my 
position, but it is definitely 
not a smart career move 
for me to start reminding 
my colleagues of that fact 

while they cry over their 
entitlements. 

I personally have found 
that the guiltier I feel about 

something, the more I try 
and absolve that guilt 
through acts of gener-
osity. For instance, I 

now make substantial 
monthly contributions 
to the RSPB to make 

up for fact my cat 
is a highly profi-
cient serial bird 
killer. (Side note: 

membership 
came with 

a free bird 
encyclo-
paedia so 

I can at 
l e as t 

iden-
tify the 
b i r d s 
before I 
“lay them 
to rest”, it’s 
my own ver-
sion of bird watching).

Despite this, I am still in turmoil: torn between ambition 
and love for my industry, and knowing that I should be 
standing with the refugees screaming about injustice 
and trying to do something with my life that matters. 
Maybe if I weren’t so keen to find out what happens 
in the next season of Orange is in the New Black, I’d 
do it. 

The world is a rat race, and I will at the very 
least strive to not be afraid of losing. Who 
knows, maybe one day I’ll pack in the 
lucrative film industry to become 
the human rights lawyer I al-
ways knew I could be... if 
only I could marry 
wealth.
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Meeting the Musicians
Paul Dean traces a life in music

My parents tell me that I was bored at school, and 
someone suggested that I took up an instrument. So 
when I was about eight years old – which by most 
musicians’ standards is late to start – I began learning 
the piano. I immediately fell in love with the instru-
ment. Then my parents did something even better – 
which was to enroll me in a church choir.

When I discovered church music as a boy, it felt like 
something had been missing from my life until that 
point. My spirituality is certainly profoundly connected 
to music – I don’t think I would go to church if it were 
only the spoken word. 

We were fortunate enough to live close to Broughton, 
a small place in Lancashire with a well-known men 
and boys’ choir at its ancient parish church of St John 
the Baptist. Singing there was an incredibly transfor-
mational experience for me. As a family we hadn’t 
been assiduous churchgoers, but now I found myself 
singing Choral Evensong each fortnight and two prin-
cipal services every Sunday.

I can’t quite recall when I start-
ed playing the organ, though 
it seems obvious that I fell 
in love with it when I was 

singing in the choir. I was 
encouraged a lot by the 

choirmaster, John Cat-
terall, who incidentally 

is still at St John 

the Baptist, having just celebrated his 50th anniver-
sary there. He was one of those charismatic teachers 
whose phenomenal energy and drive really inspired 
me. I ended up being the first chorister there to be 
appointed Assistant Organist. I was 15 or 16 and it 
was a huge learning curve for me.

I probably always knew, once I got hooked, that I 
wanted to make church music my profession. I just 
love church music, always have since I have been ex-
posed to it. When I discovered it as a boy, it felt like 
a thing that had been missing from my life until then. 

I left home when I was 18 to go to the Birmingham 
Conservatoire. While I was there, I was awarded the 
Organ Scholarship at St Philp’s Cathedral in Birming-
ham. Subsequent to that I was awarded the Organ 
Scholarship to Manchester Cathedral and I went to 
study for another year at the Royal Northern College 
of Music. 

It was through the Director of Music at Birmingham 
Cathedral that I came to study organ in Paris for an-
other three years with Susan Landale, the interna-
tionally renowned organist. Studying with Susan and 
living in Paris was a phenomenal experience. I had no 
idea what to expect when I arrived there with loads 

of clothes in heavy suitcases. All I knew was that 
I had to find St Michael’s (English) Church. I 

didn’t have enough money to get a taxi, so I 
just walked around the streets and eventually 

found it. I had no idea where I would be 
sleeping that evening either – they had 

just told me they would sort some-
thing out, and fortunately did.

In my musician’s mind, I prob-
ably arrived in Paris approx-
imately five to ten years too 
late. All the great French 
organ composers like Mes-
siaen, Duruflé, and Langlais 
had died in the 80s/early 90s. 
It would have been amazing 
to hear them play their own 
music. It’s still great to hear 
their music performed in this 
city – hearing Olivier Latry 
(a renowned interpreter of 
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Messiaen) play at Notre Dame on a Sunday morning 
is just a sensational experience. English organ music 
is not my thing, I find it a bit tame. 

I was there for two years and then in the third year 
I moved to London. In September 1997 I became 
Assistant Organist at St Michael’s. It was here that I 
then met Lauren, my wife. At the time she was Head 
Chorister at St Michael’s before going off to Edinburgh 
University. She has an international background and 
went to live for a year in Cairo during her studies. We 
both enjoy travelling and experiencing new cultures.

In addition to my job at St Michael’s I am the Deputy 
Director of Music at The Hall, a boys’ prep-school in 
Hampstead. I hugely enjoy helping children achieve 
the best they can do. The Hall puts a big empha-
sis on music and they are a very talented bunch of 
musicians. They are like sponges, just soaking up 
everything and I find that very exciting. 

After my time as Assistant Organist at St Michael’s I 
worked with a professional choir in London for about 
six or seven years, because I had always thought it 
would be great to work with singers who are at the 
pinnacle of musicianship. And up to a point it’s great, 
but after a few years I just got tired of the singers who 
create fantastic music, but it’s just a job. I wanted to 
support people who were working towards a goal. 
This desire to help people grow through their musi-
cianship attracted me to coming back and taking the 
job of Director of Music at St Michael’s – that’s apart 
from our organ, which is fantastic of course!

I believe there are great benefits to being in the choir. 
Musically you are getting a fantastic education, but 
perhaps more basically you are learning to work with 
people, learning to make a commitment. We are not 
blessed with huge numbers in the choir, so if some-
one decides to not come to the service one Sunday 

then that scuppers your anthem or whatever you are 
doing. So it is about everybody committing to this and 
having a team approach to it. 

Hana, our eldest daughter has recently joined the Pro-
bationer Choir. She’s been keen to join for a long time 
and I told her that once she was eight she was al-
lowed to sing in the choir. The Probationers sing once 
a month and on that Sunday she is so excited, she is 
robed up and ready to go at half past 8! One of her 
best friends, Caroline, Bryce and Nichole Wandrey’s 
elder daughter, has also now joined which makes it 
even more fun. I always try and encourage people to 
bring a friend as they are more likely to stay on. 

We always welcome people to the choir, subject to 
a small audition. I would say for the adults there are 
the same benefits in joining the choir: the music, the 
friendships, the working towards a common goal. It 
is a friendship group combined with having a good 
musical experience. And there is the spiritual nourish-
ment we receive from making music as our contribu-
tion to the services.

As told to Robert Pfeiffer.

I just love church music, 
always have.

Thought about joining the choir? Contact Paul on 
Sunday or at paul.dean@stmichaelshighate.org
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Generation Why
Rachel Bowden & Tobiki Kallaghe

What’s the best piece of music 
you’ve ever danced to?
Rachel: An impossible question. I’ve hardly ever 
danced and when I did I hated it. However, the el-
ephants dancing in Saint-Saëns Carnival of the Ani-
mals is great fun.

Tobi: As surprising at it may sound, my favourite song 
to dance to is Shake Your Tail Feather by the Blues 
Brothers and Ray Charles. I was exposed to this song 
because we learned about the 60s in school and the 
music of the 60s. The song has a great beat and is a 
great one to dance to.

What’s your most 
significant political memory?
Rachel: Tony Blair’s election in 1997 seemed won-
derful and made us really feel with Wordsworth “Bliss 
was it in that dawn to be alive” (Wordsworth wrote this 
in France in reaction to the 1789 Revolution!). But this 
was followed by our gradual and increasing disillusion 
as he took us totally undemocratically into the Iraq 
war with its devastating and ongoing consequences.

Tobi: Probably the biggest news item that I can re-
member from the past few years was the threat and 
referendum vote for Scotland to leave the union. It 
particularly grabbed my attention because I didn’t 
what them to break up with Britain. I was happy that 
the referendum failed.

What’s your favourite 
piece of technology?
Rachel: Computers and iPhones etc are now essen-
tial tools and make life easier in many ways, but they 

diminish real personal contact. It’s so much more ef-
ficient to text rather than talk, let alone meet face-to-
face, so my favourite piece of technology is my coffee 
grinder; beautifully designed, ergonomically almost 
perfect, good to look at and very very simple.

Tobi: My favourite type of technology is the mobile 
phone because it was so interesting when I first got 
one. It is extraordinary to have something so power-
ful, that can do so many different things, in the palm 
of your hand.

Why do you come to church?
Rachel: Because I cannot quite bring myself to stop. I 
think I am just not brave enough. I grew up in country 
vicarages where church was part of life. I still man-
aged to make sense of it while studying theology at 
university, greatly helped by sane and liberal tutors, 
but I began to question everything when teaching 
children whose questions I simply could not answer. I 
could give them the orthodox line but this made little 
sense to them and, when I came to think about it, 
increasingly less to me.

I still want to support. in practical ways, the clergy and 
people for whom the Christian faith appears to make 

Tobiki is 11, was born in Tanzania 
and lives in Highgate.

The youngest of four children, Tobiki was born 
and baptized in Dar es Salaam, and lived in 

Canada for three years until 2010. Tobiki enjoys 
art, skateboarding, and sports. He will be 

confirmed at St Paul’s Cathedral on Holy Saturday.
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sense and mean so much. Many of them are close 
friends and perhaps one day I will come to see that 
they are right. Meanwhile I hope rather than believe.

Tobi: I go to church to learn about the Word of God 
and to be with God in prayer. I am really excited to 
be preparing for confirmation. It should be a real life 
changing experience to be confirmed by the Bishop 
of London in St Paul’s Cathedral and to be welcomed 
to receive the bread and wine.

What words do you use to 
denote approval?
Rachel: ‘Amazing’ or ‘splendid’.

Tobi: I say ‘Yup’ or ‘Yeah’ to denote approval. They 
may not be extraordinary words but they capture 
what I am feeling when I approve of something.

What achievement 
makes you most proud?
Rachel: My husband John’s enormous effort to keep 
a liberal and questioning theology alive through his 
work as a publisher and translator.

Tobi: I love skateboarding. When I learn a new 

skateboard trick I get really excited. The excitement 
mostly comes from the fact it has taken me quite a 
long time to learn. Accomplishments mean a bit more 
when you have to work hard to achieve them; the 
achievement is all the sweeter when you have had to 
give so much effort.

What author best 
sums up the world you live in?
Rachel: I think it might be Albert Camus, the French 
philosopher. His novel The Plague – about a doctor 
who against all the odds battled to save a population 
in a time of plague – moved me deeply when I first 
read it many years ago and still does to day. Camus 
was not a Christian, but the best possible kind of 
humanitarian.

Tobi: My favourite author is Franklin X Dixon [the pen 
name used by a variety of authors] because I like to 
read the Hardy Boys series. They are exciting books 
and it is always to fun to see what the Hardy Boys get 
up to and the challenges that they face.

Which is your favourite film?
Rachel: Babette’s Feast. The 1987 Oscar winning 
story of a former Parisian chef, displaced by the 1830 
Communard uprising, who finds refuge in a remote 
severely Calvinist Danish village. When she is even-
tually able to return home she spends all her money 
on providing an amazing meal for the villagers with 
life-changing consequences for the whole community.

Tobi: My favourite movie is Creed [a 2015 spin-off 
from the Rocky film series] because it conveys so 
powerfully the emotion of the relationship between a 
father and son.

Rachel is 83 and has been a nurse, 
a teacher and a calligrapher.

Now she doe embroidery and cooks.
She has lived in Highgate since 1966 and

has twin sons and a daughter, who all went
to St Michael’s, and six grandchildren

half of whom also went to St Michael’s.
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Rob Wickham
Meeting the new Bishop of Edmonton

On the table between the new Bishop of Edmonton 
and myself lies a cross. It is, he explains, the pec-
toral cross that he is allowed to wear as a bishop, 
but unlike most crucifixes worn to denote such sta-
tus - which can be richly ornamented, bejewelled af-
fairs - it is plain and dark. Yet its appearance belies 
its remarkable history. It began when 
the Right Reverend Rob Wickham 
was serving as the Rector of 
St John’s Hackney, and 
collaborated with a po-
lice officer, Mike Smith 
(now MBE), to organ-
ise a knife amnesty 
as part of Smith’s 
Word 4 Weap-
ons scheme. 

‘The idea was 
that when 
somebody put 
a knife in, they 
could ask for 
a bible,’ he ex-
plains. ‘I have 
to say not many 
people came to ask 
for bibles. But they 
were there. Every time 
we opened the bin in our 
churchyard there would be 
300/400 knives – I think in my time 
overall there were around 3,000 knives 
taken off the streets. At one point there were more 
knives deposited in the Hackney bin than across the 
entire capital together. This both made me feel we 
were doing a good job, but also forced me to appre-
ciate the sheer scale of the issue out there. Some 
of those knives were melted down and turned into a 
cross – it’s the main one I wear now. It’s a subtle way 
of saying these things can’t be brushed away.’

In a society fractured by questions of faith and vio-
lence, the injustices bred by the wealth divide, and 
the increasingly difficult challenges of multicultural-
ism, Hackney seems an apposite training ground for 
a twenty-first century bishop. To speak for the church 
with a clear authoritative voice is constantly to forge 
links between the ancient and the modern, and in 

just over an hour of conversation Bishop Wickham 
demonstrates how well he is able to do this. While on 
the one hand his eight-year-stint in Hackney involved 
the pastoral care of teenagers trying to deal with 
poverty and gang violence, on the other it sparked 
a fascination with Joshua Watson, the eighteenth 

century Church Schools pioneer. Wick-
ham’s MA in Theology, Politics and 

Faith-based Organisations 
from Kings College demon-

strated how Watson – a 
leading figure in the 

Hackney Phalanx 
(a political group 
which cham-
pioned High 
Church ortho-
doxy) – proved 
key in assert-
ing the Church 
of England’s 
relevance.

‘He was the Bill 
Gates of his day,’ 

he says. ‘His fa-
ther’s wine company 

– which he inherited – 
supplied the whole gov-

ernment during the time of 
the Napoleonic wars. All those 

late night meetings taking place be-
hind the scenes would have been fuelled 

by the cellars of the Watson family.’ Yet Watson’s 
passion was church work. Together with his brother, 
John Watson – then Rector of Hackney – he devoted 
himself to helping the poor, through societies includ-
ing the catchily named National Society for the Edu-
cation of the Poor in the Principles of the Established 
Church. ‘Several thousand schools were built up and 
down the country,’ explains Wickham. ‘He used his 
financial prowess to create a business model that 
was highly sustainable – a match-funding model, in 
which he would say we’ll give you some money for 
that school up in Scunthorpe on the grounds that you 
give us money to start up something local.’ 

This was in the decades of revolution in France, so 
while the project was based around education of the 
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poor, it was also ‘to stop revolution taking place, be-
cause if you give the poor education they are less like-
ly to revolt. And eventually in 1832, when the Great 
Reform Act took place and there were cries for the 
disestablishment of the Church of England, the rea-
son why it wasn’t disestablished was because of 
those schools.’

As the youngest bishop in the London diocese – he 
is a sprightly 43 – Wickham is well aware that he is 
stepping up to the role at another point in history 

where the Church of England is fighting to prove its 
relevance. But he refuses to sound any kind of pes-
simistic note on this, declaring, ‘The public rhetoric 
around the church is all about Church of England 
RIP, numbers going down – and yes, the numbers 
are there in black and white. Yet there are wonderful 
pockets of the most extraordinary sacrificial work that 
is taking place, there are so many churches that have 
got their act together and are developing growth, not 
just numerically, but by affecting the social fabric. My 
question is how do we proclaim that in a way that the 
public will listen?’

He is far from blind him to the difficult issues he has 
to tackle, yet throughout our conversation he demon-
strates an intelligently creative optimism that should 

take him far in the years ahead. It is telling, for in-
stance, that despite his high-church stance ‘I’d de-
scribe myself as a missional Catholic,’ he smiles, he 
went to Ridley Hall Theological College in Cambridge, 
which is evangelical. ‘The vote on the ordination of 
women had just gone through,’ he explains, ‘and in 
the more Catholic theological colleges, there was a 
whole cohort of people rightly or wrongly licking their 
wounds. I felt strongly that I wanted to go to a theo-
logical college that would fire me up for mission.’ He 
refuses to condemn those who are against the ordi-
nation of women, but is highly conscious that ‘I’m the 
first bishop of Edmonton who is pro. That’s a big jump 
for this area. And there will be some who don’t accept 
my ministry because of this stance, but they can ac-
cept the ministry of Bishop Jonathan [The Bishop of 
Fulham] who provides excellent oversight for them.’

Currently he is involved in an extensive listening exer-
cise to assess the needs of his diocese, before em-
barking on major projects such as setting up meetings 
with leaders of other faiths. He has no shortage of 
challenges, but he is also a family man with three chil-
dren, so what does he do when he is not bishopping? 
‘I love spending time with my family,’ he says, ‘we’re 
getting to know the Heath very well and going back 
to places like the Museum of London that we know 
already. Some of my new archdeacon colleagues will 
do things like climb Kilimanjaro, but I’m afraid I’m 
not very good at that kind of thing!’ He laughs, but 
it is clear that while physical mountains may not be 
his thing, he has plenty of resources for climbing the 
logistical mountains that will present themselves over 
the next few years. It is clearly the start of exciting 
times for the diocese of Edmonton.    

Since his ordination as Deacon, Rob has always 
served in the Diocese of London. He was a Curate 
in the Parish Church of Willesden, a Team Vicar 
in the Parish of Old St Pancras, with a particular 
responsibility for St Mary’s Somers Town, and then 
for nine years as Rector of St John at Hackney, 
latterly becoming Area Dean of Hackney.

Rob Wickham was talking 
to Rachel Halliburton

There are so many churches 
that have got their act together, 

are developing growth and 
are affecting the social fabric.
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View from the Vicarage

Jonathan
Trigg

Through CAPITAL VISION 2020 the whole Diocese is 
challenged to “imagine a Church for London that is 
Christ-centred and outward looking. We seek to be 
more confident  in speaking and living the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, more compassionate in serving com-
munities with the love of God the Father and more 
creative in reaching new people and places in the 
power of the Spirit.”

We have signed up for one of the initiatives which has 
emerged from this vision: Capital Vision Ambassa-
dors.  Nick Sanderson, Anne Casson and Jean Read 
and I attended a residential session preparing for this 
— somewhat to my surprise, and contrary to my usu-
al reaction to lengthy meetings, I came away very en-
thusiastic about it.

The thinking behind the Ambassadors project runs 
roughly along these lines:

 � Discipleship of Jesus Christ takes place wherever 
Christians are: at work, in the home, wherever our 
lives take us.

 � To put this another way, it is not solely or even 
principally a matter of church involvement (though 
sometimes clergy and others forget this).

 � Our worship and fellowship in our parishes ought 
to equip us, refresh us and enthuse us for living 
of our lives as Christians for the rest of the week.

 � Part of the calling of all Christians is to be am-
bassadors for Jesus Christ as people open about 
their faith and endeavouring to live it out where 
their lives take them.

Watch out for some of this shaping our thinking and 
planning in 2016.

You might like to look at the website. I was delight-
ed to discover that the first ‘Ambassador’ to feature 
in the film linked is ex-Highgate—Ben Ealovega, who 
was our first youth worker at St Michael’s, back in 
1997-98.

ambassadors2020.org

Mark Dailey
Mark, as you will read overleaf, has come to the end of 
the maximum six-year term he can serve as church-
warden at St Michael’s.  I need to place my gratitude 
to him on record.  I’ve seen his impressive range of 
skills in operation not only as warden but also on the 
parish school governing body.  Time and again, after 
a convoluted discussion with complex and conflicting 
views being vehemently expressed on all sides (not 
an unusual occurrence in Highgate!) it has been only 
through his courtesy and wisdom that a clearer and 
simpler idea has eventually emerged. So often we 
have discovered what we had been trying to express 
(or, possibly, what we ought to have been trying to 
express) all along.   

Thank you Mark, for your hard work, 
your patience, and your forbearance.  
And I would add on a personal basis, 
thank you for your encouragement in the faith.
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Clergy Team
This is to put you in the picture—so far as I can!—with 
the likely shape of the clergy team in our parishes in 
the short and medium term.  

James Yeates is almost certain to be leaving us in the 
next few months.  He will be greatly missed, for all 
sorts of reasons; yet partly because the Diocese is 
much less flexible about the length of curacies these 
days, but chiefly because he is fully ready for it, he 
is actively seeking a post which will offer him wider 
opportunities and responsibilities.   We’ll say a prop-
er thank you when the time comes, but meanwhile 
please remember James, Susie and the whole family 

in your prayers as his search proceeds—whichever 
parish he is called to will surely be blessed.  

I am very glad to say that Robert Willoughby, one of our 
two “SSM’s” (Self-Supporting Ministers), will come on 
to the paid staff of the parish shortly on a half time ba-
sis, and he and Ro will move into the curate’s house in 
Bisham Gardens in due course.   Bryce, Howard and 
I continue to serve as before, and together we have 
begun to re-allocate our duties.  One consequence of 
this is worth mentioning—Robert has agreed to take 
a lead role in working with stake-holders (as we say 
nowadays) to review and renew our 11.15am service.  

Please pray for us as we pray for you.

The key topics that came up in the January PCC are cov-
ered in Jonathan Trigg’s letter. There are some changes to 
committee membership: James Yeates has stepped back 
from the Mission Committee, and is replaced by Jonathan 
Trigg. Bryce Wandrey has taken Jonathan’s place on the 
Fabric Committee.

This year’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting is on 24th 
April, following the joint service Parish Communion. People 
of this parish are very welcome and are encouraged to at-
tend this insightful meeting. Each committee will give their 
update on various aspects of church life and fabric.

It’s a good time to verify if you are registered on the St Mi-
chael’s Parish Electoral Roll, which is not the council elec-
toral roll. The full list is printed at the back of church, so do 
check. You need to be registered in order to vote at this 
meeting, and to be a legal member of St Michael’s church.

If you are not on the Electoral Roll, please fill out an ap-
plication form at the back of church and put it in the box 
provided. You need to be registered by 9 April in order to 
vote at the APCM.

Following the APCM there will be a bring & share lunch in 
the upper hall to which everyone is invited.

The All Saints’ APCM will be held on the same day.

PCC Reports
Alan West from St Michael’s

The PCC was glad to agree the terms of a loan agreement 
with the Diocese at the January meeting. In fact we will 
be receiving a £5,000 grant, as well as a £5,000 loan, to 
help pay for the cost of the south aisle repairs. In addition 
we will spend c. £5,000 from our existing funds, the total 
cost of the works being c. £15,000. The repairs needed 
include the roof over the war memorial in the south aisle, 
water-proof rendering, and repairs to the nave column bas-
es. There is an ongoing problem of damp here.

In connection with the need to raise funds and to repay the 
loan, there will be a Gift Day on Saturday 19 March.

In order to further the goals of our Mission Action Plan, the 
PCC agreed to appoint a Worship and Teaching Team un-
der the leadership of Bryce. This will explore ways to enrich 
the worship and teaching opportunities offered, so as to 
deepen our faith and to encourage more people to join us.

It was felt that the Archdeacon’s visit on Sunday 27th De-
cember had been helpful. He said that when the new flats 
were built on the corner of Church Road, we must be pro-
active in welcoming the new residents.

It was agreed to support the Diocesan Lent Appeal this 
year, in aid of two charities supporting Christians in Iraq 
and in Syria. We will have a collection later for the work we 
support in Nkhotakota, Malawi.

Pamela Lighthill from All Saints’
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In April, sometime shortly after my 58th birthday, I will 
not know what to do with myself. At least in terms of 
church obligations, other than worshipping and occa-
sionally administering the chalice. 

The Church of England rightly requires wardens to 
step down after six years’ service. April 24 marks that 
anniversary for me.  

There are a few occasions in the life of the St Mi-
chael’s when we overtly celebrate, get emotive or ac-
knowledge seminal milestones. These tend, however, 
to be for formal occasions such as investitures and 
retirements, baptisms and weddings.

Yet there is so much to be thankful for, to highlight 
as being good and gentle, courageous, gracious 
and blessed about our everyday shared life at St Mi-
chael’s. I wanted to revel in one last indulgence as 
warden and share with you my personal observations 
from a very eventful six years.  And in so doing, leave 
you feeling just a little bit happier about what we have 
at St Michael’s.           

I became warden in 2010, the year after a somewhat 
traumatic departure from 10 years of being a head of 
corporate communications for four banks in The City. 
I was self-employed in the way a barrister hanging his 
shingle out on day one is self-employed.  

In a very real way, taking up the post of warden at 
St Michael’s began a healing journey for me. It was 
liberating and reaffirmed for me that we are holistic, 
immeasurably loved and precious in God’s sight and 
far more than just the sum total of our work selves. 

For me, taking an active role in the life of our church 
reprised that time-honoured way of healing ourselves 
- by looking to serve others.

This is despite the fact that the job description of a 
church warden would put off any self-respecting 21st 
century professional. It is a wondrous compendi-
um of being responsible for the physical fabric and 
upkeep of the church – which in our case includes 
being protective of the inventory of precious vessels 
that include relics from the 17th century. You need to 
be willing to protect the bishop with a wand in case 
of unruly parishioners, see that the clergy are in a fit 
physical, mental and spiritual state to discharge their 
duties (sometimes more difficult than it may seem) 
and in the event of an “incident” have the power to 
arrest malcontents taking advantage of the church’s 
vulnerability.

A good warden will help set strategic direction one 
minute and change a light bulb the next; compile a 
list of roofers and help adjudicate labour complaints.

But in this very catholic range of duties there is some-
thing that is grounded and irrevocably Anglican in its 
gentle elevation of the mundane.  From this perch, 
you can see some pretty amazing things. 

In six years as warden, I have seen:
 � a new Church built for Easter, with major redeco-

ration and restoration of the East Wall,
 � three successful Stewardship campaigns where 

people gave so generously especially during the 
deepest financial downturn since the 1930s,

 � a realignment of our service patterns to cater to 
every type of worship and to reunite our services 
within the church building,

 � the advent of real innovation and success in our 

View from the Foothills

Mark 
Dailey

Mark Dailey reflects on life at St Michael’s

All shall be well, all shall be well,

and all manner of things 
shall be well.



21

O
U

R C
H

U
RC

H
St M

ichael’s and All Saints’
Easter 2016

ministry to children with Messy Church, Light 
Groups, Pancake Tuesdays,

 � a strong mission link established with Kirima 
School in Uganda,

 � a rebranding and professionalising of how St 
Michael’s presents itself to the outside world,

 � a deepening of our commitment to music in 
worship – through probationer choirs, recitals 
and the diversity and strength of musicians and 
organists.

But most of all, I give thanks for two things; the self-
less dedication of countless individuals who allow St 
Michael’s to function. And for the seemingly endless 
supply of truly gifted clergy who together have given 
us access to the complete range of liturgical styles 
within the Anglican church, and who seem to grow in 
stature in the time they spend at St Michael’s.  

This is of course no accident. We are truly blessed 
to have Jonathan Trigg at the helm. Someone who 
seems to be able to balance all the vicissitudes of life 
in a big, urban church during these days of change 
and churn for the church, with the specific wisdom 
born of handling patiently and with good humour all 
our Highgate foibles.

What will I remember? It’s always the little things:
 � the dust motes drifting through shafts of evening 

sun as I filmed evensong for the 2009 Steward-
ship campaign video,

 � the palpable sense of occasion during the last 
post and readings at Remembrance Day services,

 � the descant in Hark the Herald Angels at midnight 
mass on Christmas Eve with the rafters ringing,

 � the sheep on the forecourt during Fair in the 
Square,

 � the wild bidding during an auction of promises.

What am I worried about? Very little really.

We will for the foreseeable future have the same mac-
ro challenges as any church in the land – they really 
can be summed up in a triptych of concerns:  
1 ensuring we remain a welcoming and powerful 

outlet for God’s love,
2 the need to set money aside to shore up physical 

infrastructure,

3 battling against a general erosion of numbers 
and specifically being of relevance to teens who 
are beset with so many challenges to their nas-
cent faith.

The only two specific concerns about St Michael’s are 
ones you’ve heard before: that our financial security 
rests on far too few shoulders and that we don’t fully 
mobilise the wonderful opportunity presented by hav-
ing so many parents, families and children attending 
from St Michael’s School.

But in the final analysis, these issues pale when con-
sidered alongside all that we have. 

One of the benefits of getting older is that you be-
come more inclined, somewhat perversely perhaps, 
to take the longer term view and to try for a glimpse of 
what may truly last. In this regard, I take comfort from 
Julian of Norwich’s famous saying: 

All shall be well, and all shall be well 
and all manner of thing shall be well.

Maybe not the roof. But surely everything else. 
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Before the close of day

Twice a month, the evening service at St Michael’s 
is a choral service. One Choral Eucharist and one 
Evensong. These two services are close to my heart 
for so many reasons. They are a chance for me to 
worship as an individual; to nourish my soul, not as a 
mother and within the family, but as myself and more 
than that, as a singer. 

Singing is, for me, the most natural way to express 
my faith. I love the chances to share faith with my 
children that we have through the morning services, 
Messy Church and all our children’s ministry. I love 
to watch them grow, question and decide things for 
themselves in terms of faith. However, for me the eve-
nings are my chance to fully recharge my batteries, to 
think and question and probably not reach any con-
clusions – but to at least have had a go, without si-
multaneously serving up snacks, finding hymn num-
bers, taking kids to the loo at crucial moments and 
trying to quell to calls of “daddy” from the youngest! 
In many ways, attending choral evening services 
allow me to be more focused on our family 
worship in the mornings.

For us here at St Michael’s the evening 
is a BCP service, and it feels like  

I’m coming home.

It is 
the style 

of service 
that I first en-

countered as an 
eleven-year-old when 

chance seemed to bring 
me through the doors of St Michael’s one 

November Friday night, to sit through choir practice 
whilst I waited for my friend Helen. The rhythm and 
wording  of the Book of Common Prayer is deeply in-
grained and that adds to the appeal, the not having to 
think of the ‘mechanics’ of the service allows me to fo-
cus on faith. The congregation is small but dedicated.

The repertoire of music for evening services contains 
some of my favourite pieces in the whole church mu-
sic cannon. The wonderful Evening Canticles, the 
Mags and Nuncs, some that sing themselves and are 
embedded in the memories of all former choristers: 
we need to hear only the opening notes of some of 
the Stanford or Dyson settings and we are off, almost 
unable to stop until we have sung our way through a 
good portion!  Not to mention hymns and anthems for 
the evening, such as Te Lucis Ante Terminum which 
soars to a rapturous ‘Amen’ before fading, like the 
setting sun.  Even in the loudest musical moments of 
the evening there is an inner calmness that is unlike 
any other service.

I look forward to the time when I can introduce my 
children to this gem of church life, to continue to 
broaden their church experience and hope that as 
they grow, they find some of the same peace, value 
and belonging in it as I do.
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Lauren 
Patman

The simple joy of Choral Evensong
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Shortly after World War II, in December 1945, a fire 
broke out at All Saints’. No-one could work out wheth-
er it started in the crypt or the organ chamber. What 
was certain was that it gutted most of the church in-
cluding the organ. It took seven years to complete the 
restoration of the church.

The All Saints’ choir had been formed eighty years 
beforehand in 1864. Initially it  comprised men and 
boys, but as the years and attitudes advanced, wom-
en were invited to join. Before the fire the organ had 
been placed against the South wall  which is now the 
Lady Chapel. Under this the Crypt was used for the 
furnace and for storage.  

The choir’s history has embraced some remarkable 
people, not least Bill Imber and his wife Grace who in 
the Seventies were members of the choir with Grace 
as church warden and Bill as Crucifer and Sacristan. 
When John Bowden took over the choir, he would 
switch between taking the service and playing the 
organ. He had a wonderful working relationship with 
Veda Lumber, who at the time was a reserve organist. 
When Veda declined to play for midnight mass one 
Christmas, John declared that he would step up only 
if Veda played “Rudolph the red nose reindeer” in the 
morning service. She happily took the deal!

In the late Seventies Craig Henderson – who was also 
a police officer - took over as organist and choirmas-
ter. During this time he took out membership with the 
Royal School of Church Music. He brought in several 
new members to join the now established choir, in-
cluding myself and my son Brian, who still sings with 
us today. Chris Field – himself a great tenor - joined 
later as deputy organist and choir master. After Craig 
left, Chris Field carried on till Veda took over, but un-
fortunately got MS and died in the late Eighties.

I took over as choir mistress in 1991 and became cor-
respondent to the Royal School of Church Music. Be-
cause of this I was able to take the choir to locations 
including St Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Abby, and 
Westminster Cathedral. On one occasion, on 14th 

May 2011, we were asked to join the north London 
diocese choir at St Paul’s Cathedral where we were 
privileged to sing as the Cathedral choir in the choir 
stalls as the main choir was on Easter break.A key 
moment was when the RSCM allowed adults to par-
ticipate in the learning program “Voice for Life” which 
allows you to learn all about music and what it means 
to be in a choir. There are five levels, and to our huge 
delight, four of our adults reached the highest level 
last year

Last year the church also celebrated 150 years  and 
the choir celebrated with famous anthems including 
‘Cross of Christ’. We also performed a hymn written 
by a member of our congregation, Lynn Elmer Laird, 
who sadly died before she had a chance to hear it. It 
was with great pride in Lynn’s achievement that we 
were able to sing her hymn at her funeral.

Currently Chris Harris is our organist. Chris - as well 
as being an exceptional musician  - has helped me 
lead the coaching of the yellow ribbon course for 
Voice for Life. At the suggestion of our priest in charge 
Father Bryce Wandrey, Chris is constantly composing 
new music for the choir to perform. Recently he has 
written an anthem which we will be learning soon and 
also new Gospel Acclamations for epiphany and lent.  

In short, it has been a busy few years since I took over 
as choir mistress and the fun hasn’t finished yet. We 
are always looking for new people to join the choir 
to keep the music going within the church. There 
are plenty of perks - we have choir outings including 
lunches, bbqs and Christmas meals. We are also al-
ways expanding our reportoire – so there is plenty to 
satisfy the adventurous. We look forward to hearing 
from any readers who are tempted!

A Special Announcement
2016 is Val McMillan’s 80th birthday year. We warm-
ly congratulate Val on her tireless and inspired lead-
ership and training, to which All Saints’ Choir owes 
its present high standing and accomplished singing.

Very Many Happy Returns, Val, when the great day 
of your eightieth comes, with love from your chor-
isters and your many church and lay friends!  And 
thank you Brian for helping present this short history.

Val 
McMillan

Let us sing to the Lord
152 years of the All Saints’ Choir



The African Institute for Christian Ministry and Research (AICMAR) was 
founded 15 years ago and is based in Butere, Western Kenya. It is a tiny 
but thriving research and teaching centre to educate the educators in 
East Africa, running courses for clergy and lay leaders.

Though the current emphasis is on foundational ministerial training, it 
is still committed to its initial mission of equipping evangelical Christian 
leaders for effective service to church and society.

Our support through prayer and financial contributions is enormously ap-
preciated, particularly as it has an annual income of only £4,000.

aicmar.org
Gilly Wesley

gilly.wesley@blueyonder.org

Recent events in the Middle East and beyond have reminded us all that 
many Christians still face violence, discrimination and persecution. It is 
appalling that anyone should suffer such oppression.

Barnabas supports our fellow Christians, wherever they endure these 
awful problems. It has been making a real difference providing food, wa-
ter and other vital supplies – where possible via local churches.

At St Michaels, we are grateful that we can play our 
part in supporting the church at this time, with our 
giving and our prayer.

barnabasfund.org
Peter Hill-King

peter.hillking@btinternet.com

Kirima schools in rural SW Uganda are supported by St.Michael’s church 
and school, partly through child sponsorship. We work with CHIFCOD, 
which is run by Ugandans for their community, helping transform the lives 
of children and families.

A new ‘James’ dormitory is being built, and their television has been in 
use since the Hales family visited in April. The college is now a university 

and the SEED science department has opened.

With so much progress, please do pray for extra 
sponsors, which are so needed.

volunteeruganda.org
Karen Rogers/Sennett
karen@metafour.com

‘CARIS’ is the social work arm of the Church in Haringey, working with 
the homeless and hungry, many of them asylum seekers and refugees, 
They offer support and advice, play and education “drop-ins”, a mobile 
toy library and English classes. It has been a difficult year, seeking new 
premises for their work.

St Michael’s parishioners donate Christmas presents and the Harvest 
food collection is much appreciated by the families.

Caris will continue to be funded from church general 
funds rather than the Easter appeal.

carisharingey.org.uk
Mary Holtby

mary.holtby@blueyonder.com

AICMAR Barnabas fund

caris haringey kirima schools

The proceeds of this year’s Easter collections 
will go to the St Michael’s Mission Partners.
This a great opportunity for us to show our 
appreciation for these extraordinary organisations.
Pleas read the updates, look at the noticeboards, 
take a leaflet, pray for your mission partners, and 
get in touch with ideas, questions and support.
The mission partner leads are 
happy to answer any questions.
Please be as generous as you can this Easter.
Karen Sennett, Mission Partners Chair



Recent events in the Middle East and beyond have reminded us all that 
many Christians still face violence, discrimination and persecution. It is 
appalling that anyone should suffer such oppression.

Barnabas supports our fellow Christians, wherever they endure these 
awful problems. It has been making a real difference providing food, wa-
ter and other vital supplies – where possible via local churches.

At St Michaels, we are grateful that we can play our 
part in supporting the church at this time, with our 
giving and our prayer.

barnabasfund.org
Peter Hill-King

peter.hillking@btinternet.com

It is with your support that the Bible Society can help whole commu-
nities engage with the Bible in a language they can understand. Braille 
scriptures for those who cannot see, audio for those unable to hear, and 
Bibles for free for those who can’t afford to buy one.

Yet there are thousands more who are still existing in Bible poverty. The 
Bible Society delivers Bibles around the world, such as the arrival of this 

shipment in South Sudan (below).

With our prayers and giving we are working to bring an 
end to Bible poverty worldwide.

biblesociety.org.uk
Sarah Wrightson

swrightson.highgate@virgin.net

Kirima schools in rural SW Uganda are supported by St.Michael’s church 
and school, partly through child sponsorship. We work with CHIFCOD, 
which is run by Ugandans for their community, helping transform the lives 
of children and families.

A new ‘James’ dormitory is being built, and their television has been in 
use since the Hales family visited in April. The college is now a university 

and the SEED science department has opened.

With so much progress, please do pray for extra 
sponsors, which are so needed.

volunteeruganda.org
Karen Rogers/Sennett
karen@metafour.com

The ZVSF was founded in 2002 to help victims of the continuing crisis 
in Zimbabwe, particularly in the Matabeleland area. We support Pastor 
Albert Chatindo, who combines food distribution with ministering to his 
flock.

There is a critical need to support Zimbabweans: the economy continues 
to detoriate with massive unemployment and a sharp decline in agricul-
t u r a l production caused by seizures of commercial farms. The food 

crisis has prompted the government to declare a state of 
emergency.

zimbabwevictimsupportfund.org
Rose Benton

rosydendrum@gmail.com

Barnabas fund the bible society

kirima schools zimbabwe victims
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Baptism
Bella Lola Joyce Laverty, 
Sebastian Noi Chike 
Nartey, Ellis Rose Aldred, 
and Emilia Rose Taylor

Wedding
Christopher Daniel Jack 
and Alexandra Louise 
Embleton

Memorial Service
Bruce Russell, 
Christopher George 
Nicholas Ryder OBE, and 
Margaret (Margot) Sheaf

Funeral
Elspeth Norden, and 
Dorothy Newbold

Baptism
Evangeline Elise Kenyatta

Wedding
Nigel James Bass and 
Linda Caroline Ball

Funeral
Nancy Jeffries, Abigail 
Liotta, and Hilda Venter

To arrange a wedding or 
baptism at St Michael’s, 
visit the church hall at 
10-11am on Saturday 
mornings to talk to a 
member of clergy.

For weddings and 
baptims at All Saints’, 
contact Bryce Wandrey 
(details opposite).26

S p a n n i n g the Generations

All churches have unique stories of past generations, 
some remembered by a few and others forgotten by 
most or all. Sometimes it is easy to discover threads 
from the plaques and stone markers that adorn the 
walls and floors, but there are also stories more sub-
tle, and buried a bit deeper in time and memory. 

Having recently had the honour of being the wedding 
photographer for Alexandra Embleton and Chris Jack 
on the 8th of January 2016, one of St. Michael’s sto-
ries of love and tradition was revealed to me, which I 
would like to share. 

In Highgate, 23 April 1949, Alexandra’s maternal 
grandparents, Frederic Colin Donaldson married Olive 
Emily Phillips at St. Michaels Highgate after they were 
introduced and wed by Rev. Frank Burton.

Bringing together friends and families, St. Michael’s 
plays the part of the matchmaker. And with Frederic 
and Olive the match was that and more: Their daugh-
ter, Mary Donaldson, was baptized and has been a 
lifelong member of the St. Michael’s church family.

As a young adult, a friend of Mary’s, also a member of 
St. Michael’s, suggested that she attend the Highgate 
Young Conservatives which met in the upstairs room 
at the Rose and Crown, now Le Pain Quotidian. It was 
there that Howard Embleton and Mary met, marrying 
at St. Michael’s on the 10th May 1975.

Howard and Mary have one daughter, Alexandra Em-
bleton who is also part of our church family. On 8th 
January this year we celebrated her marriage to to 
Chris Jack. Alexandra followed in her mother’s foot-
steps beautifully and quite literally in her mother’s 
wedding shoes.

A stunning ceremony, Alexandra’s and Chris’s wedding 
included contributions from the whole church family. 
Jonathan Trigg’s service was beautiful, eloquent, and 
inspirational. Gorgeous flowers were arranged by the 
ladies of St. Michaels. Wonderful, joyous music was 
provided by Ellie Dann, Michael Haslam and the band. 
Alex’s spectacular dress was by Amanda Dixon, and I 
had the very great honour of documenting the day in 
photographs. It was very much a St. Michael’s wed-
ding in setting, spirit and family.

Thank-you to Mary Embleton and Kim for the 
photos! Do contact kjaynegray@hotmail.com

St Michael’s All Saints’

Frederic & Olive in 1949 Chris & Alexandra in 2016Mary & Howard in 1975

Kimberly 
Gray
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The Rev’d. Dr. Jonathan Trigg
Vicar, St Michael’s
Curate, All Saints’
jonathan.trigg@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07883 340239

The Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey
Associate Vicar, StM
Priest-in-Charge, AS

Highgate Theology Fellowship 
brycepwandrey@gmail.com

020 8351 6083
The Rev’d. James Yeates

Assistant Curate
james.yeates@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8144 3056

The Rev’d. Howard Rogers
Assistant Curate
howard.rogers@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 7485 6376

Rev’d. Robert Willoughby
Assistant Curate

robert.willoughby@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

01923 456328

Contact
Details

Jonathan Brooks
Children & Youth

jonathan.brooks@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

020 7681 0170
Paul Dean

Director of Music
paul.dean@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07740 28274
Hannah Parry

Assistant Organist
hlmparry@gmail.com
Veronica Sanderson
Safeguarding Officer

safeguarding@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

07961 165029
Anne Casson

Reader
cassonjsc@ 
hotmail.com

020 7272 2374

Robert Pfeiffer
Reader & Magazine

rpfeiffer@ 
bryangarnier.com
020 8348 9140
Nick Sanderson

Reader
nsanderson@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8883 6031

Gill Taylor
Reader

gilltaylor77@gmail.com
020 8340 8319

John Taylor
Reader

johntaylorok@aol.com
020 8340 9019

Patrice Ware-White
Reader

p.ware@ucl.ac.uk
020 8348 3257

Alan West
Churchwarden

alanwest60@gmail.com
020 7284 3282

Mark Dailey
Churchwarden
mark.dailey@ 
madano.com

020 7561 0750
Mary Embleton
PCC Secretary

maryembleton252@ 
gmail.com

020 8340 5923
John-Henry Liepe

PCC Treasurer
jhliepe@hotmail.com

07841 165029
Mary Holtby

Assistant Treasurer
mary.holtby@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8245 5490

Roger Sainsbury
Stewardship Recorder

rnsainsbury88@ 
gmail.com

020 8883 492
Gilly Wesley

Fairtrade & Elec. Roll
gilly.wesley@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
Karen Sennett

Mission Partners
karen@metafour.com

020 8340 3739
Kay Langley-May

Parish Administrator
office@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8340 7279

St Michael’s stmichaelshighgate.org

Pam Lighthill
Reader & PCC Sec.

pam_lighthill@ 
hotmail.co.uk

020 8444 0387
John Havergal
Churchwarden

agile@authors.co.uk
020 8341 0442

Mary Barker
Stewardship Recorder

020 8348 6058

David Bulgin
Treasurer

david.bulgin@ 
rssb.co.uk

020 8349 2397
Jane Havergal
Electoral Roll
jhavergal@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8374 5543

Jean Johnson
Church Hall Bookings

020 8347 8020
Valerie McMillan
Choir Mistress
020 8346 0438
Demi Adebanjo

Children’s Advocate
demiathome@ 
yahoo.co.uk

020 8340 2128

Elizabeth Bulgin
Guide

020 8349 2397
Marie Edwards
Brownies & BRF

mefaired@hotmail.co.uk
020 8340 5726

All Saints’ allsaintshighgate.com
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8am 9.45 11.15 4pm 6.30pm

20th Mar
Palm Sunday

Holy 
Communion

Holy 
Communion

Philippians 2.5-11
Luke 23.1-49

Morning 
Worship

Philippians 2.5-11
Luke 23.1-49

BCP Choral 
Evensong
Isaiah 5.1-7

Luke 20.9-19

27th Mar
Easter Day

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Parish Communion with Baptism
Acts 10.34-43, Luke 24.1-12

Evening 
Prayer

Isaiah 43.1-21
1 Cor. 15.1-11

3rd Apr
Easter 2

CW Holy 
Communion
Acts 5.27-32

John 20.19-31

Holy 
Communion
Acts 5.27-32

John 20.19-31

Morning 
Worship

Acts 5.27-32
John 20.19-31

BCP Said 
Eucharist

1 John 5.4-12
John 20.19-23

10th Apr
Easter 3

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Acts 9.1-6 
John 21.1-19

Holy 
Communion

Acts 9.1-6
John 21.1-19

Messy 
Church

Road to Emmaus 
(Luke 24:13-35)

5.30pm

United Service
at St Joseph’s

17th Apr
Easter 4

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion
Acts 9.36-43

John 10.22-30

Morning 
Worship

Acts 9.36-43
John 10.22-30

BCP Choral 
Evensong

Isaiah 63.7-14
Luke 24.36-49

24th Apr
Easter 5

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Parish Communion with Baptism
Acts 11.1-18; John 13.31-35

12.30pm
Annual Parish 

Meeting and Bring & 
Share Lunch

Evening 
Prayer

Daniel 6.6-23
Mark 15.46—16.8

1st May
Easter 6

CW Holy 
Communion
Acts 16.9-15

John 14.23-29

Holy 
Communion
Acts 16.9-15

John 14.23-29

Morning 
Prayer

Acts 16.9-15
John 14.23-29

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

Zeph 3.14-20
Mt 28.1-10,16-20

8th May
Ascension

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Acts 16.16-34
John 17.20-26

Holy 
Communion
Acts 16.16-34
John 17.20-26

Messy 
Church

The coming of the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2)

5.30pm

United Service
at Highgate URC

15th May
Pentecost

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion

Acts 2.1-21
Jn14.8-17, 25-27

Morning 
Prayer

Acts 2.1-21 
Jn 14.8-17, 25-27

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

Exodus 33.7-20
2 Cor. 3.4-18

22nd May
Trinity

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Romans 5.1-5
John 16.12-15

Holy 
Communion
Romans 5.1-5
John 16.12-15

BCP Evening 
Prayer

Exodus 3.1-15
John 3.1-17

29th May
Trinity 2

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Holy 
Communion

Galatians 1.1-12
Luke 7.1-10

Morning 
Worship

Galatians 1.1-12
Luke 7.1-10

v

BCP Evening 
Prayer

Genesis 4.1-16
Mark 3.7-19

Services at St Michael’s
There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 11am.

For details of special Easter services, including the 6.30am Sunrise service, see right.
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10am

20th Mar
Palm Sunday

All-In 
Service

27th Mar
Easter Day

Parish 
Communion

3rd Apr
Easter 2

Parish 
Communion

10th Apr
Easter 3

Parish 
Communion

17th Apr
Easter 4

Parish 
Communion

24th Apr
Easter 5

All-In 
Service

followed by Annual 
Church Meeting

1st May
Easter 6

Parish 
Communion

8th May
Ascension

Parish 
Communion

15th May
Pentecost

Parish 
Communion

22nd May
Trinity

Parish 
Communion

29th May
Trinity 2

All-In 
Service

Services at All Saints’
There is a service of Holy Communion each Wednesday at 7.30pm

Credits: cover: Grant Ward with material from freepik.com. page 8: A Man in Love: 
My Struggle 2 by Karl Ove Knausgaard is published by Vintage Publishing. Photo 
by Ben Sutherland. page 9: beach photo by Ray Wewerka. page 10 vecteezy.

Page 2 quiz answers: Flour – Last Supper; Currants – Garden; 
Pipe Across – Crucifixion; Mixed Spice – Burial; Salt – Pain; Yeast – Resurrection.

 

Easter Services
Monday 21 March
8pm Holy Communion 
 at St Michael’s

Tuesday 22 March
8pm Holy Communion 
 at St Augustine’s

Wednesday 23 March
7.30p Holy Communion 
 at All Saints’

Maundy Thursday
7.30p Seder Meal 
 at All Saints’

8pm Holy Communion 
 at St Michael’s

Good Friday
12pm Three Hour Service 
 at St Michael’s 
 come and go on the 
 hour and half hour

1.30p The Cross of Christ 
 at All Saints’

4-5pm Messy Church 
 at St Michael’s 
 suitable for all ages, 
 with hot cross buns

Holy Saturday
8pm Vigin Service 
 at St Michael’s 
 liturgy of the Easter candle 
 and renewal of baptismal 
 promises

Easter Sunday
6.30a Sunrise Service 
 meet at St Michael’s

8am Holy Communion 
 at St Michael’s

10am Parish Communion 
 at All Saints’

10.30 Parish Communion 
 with baptism 
 at St Michael’s

6.30p Said Eucharist 
 at St Michael’s
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Alex Georgianna grew up in 
Massachusetts
I’m surprised at how much American presidential rac-
es are a part of the UK’s popular culture. They seem 
to be followed more closely here than they are at 
home! While I’m strangely flattered, I can’t help but 
be a little uncomfortable.  

As responsible citizens of national democracies, 
we’re frustrated by biased obfuscation of critical is-
sues. But simplistic arguments and “spin” sell better 
than sex, and may in fact be essential for promoting 
candidates to hugely diverse constituencies like the 
American public. While the situation is bad enough for 
those of us with the franchise, they can become even 
more condensed for a British audience.

I recently had a London cab 
driver explain to me how 
well Donald Trump rep-
resents the interests of 
working Americans. 
Such a devotion 
seems unlikely for 
the personality 
behind “Trump 
Tower” and 
the “Trump Taj 
Mahal”, how-
ever my driver 
lacked a con-
text in which 
to consider 
Mr. Trump’s 
candidacy.

Although it’s fun 
to compare Jere-
my Corbin with Bernie 
Sanders, just keep in mind 
that somebody’s responsible 
for making a choice here. While we 
all enjoy the entertainment, remember the 
plight of those who have to choose.

Bryce Wandrey grew up in 
Minnesota
Donald Trump recently suggested that he was being 
audited by the Internal Revenue Service because of 
his strong Christian beliefs. The interviewer’s reac-
tion—raised eyebrows and a look on his face like he 
had been punched in the gut—was priceless. And 
yet, for Trump, just being able to publicly state, again, 
that he has strong Christian beliefs will have played 
well for some in the USA.

This might strike British people as a very odd thing: 
the prominent role of religion-touting in the US cam-
paigning process. On the one hand, I understand 
the confusion, and the view that either we live in a 

predominantly secular society (and, raising the 
profile of your religious beliefs in Europe 

would be more of a hindrance than 
a help in a campaign), or that 

these things should remain 
separate (keep your per-

sonal beliefs just that). 
But on the other hand, 
the confusion can go 
both ways as most 
Americans probably 
find it a bit odd that 
some bishops still 
sit in the House of 
Lords and write into 
their local papers 
about econom-

ic, agricultural and 
other non-religious 

issues.

Why do Americans 
seemingly value, and place 

emphasis, on a candidate’s re-
ligious beliefs? A tough question, 

but let me throw out a thought. I have 
heard it said that once you make religion ei-

ther proscribed or a state religion you also make belief 
and commitment to that religion optional. I suppose 
the thinking goes: if simply by being born into a cer-
tain country I am be default a Christian then, by logical 
deduction, I don’t really need to go through all of the 
commitment, weekly worship and other practices that 

Letter from America
With all eyes on the US, Americans in our congregations 
discuss the rise of Trump and the role of religion.



Lord, who createdst man in wealth and store,
Though foolishly he lost the same,

Decaying more and more,
Till he became
Most poore:

With thee
O let me rise

As larks, harmoniously,
And sing this day thy victories:

Then shall the fall further the flight in me.

My tender age in sorrow did beginne
And still with sicknesses and shame.

Thou didst so punish sinne,
That I became
Most thinne.

With thee
Let me combine,

And feel thy victorie:
For, if I imp my wing on thine,

Affliction shall advance the flight in me.

George Herbert (1593-1633)

Easter 
      Wings
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oth-
ers might 

do elsewhere. I am 
already, by default, a Christian!

If there is any truth to this supposition, then the op-
posite probably holds in a country with a constitution-
al separation of church and state. Growing up in the 
United States, and attending a state-run school, we 
had to go off school grounds for anything that hinted 

at religious education. And 
yet, given this divide, religious com-

mitment is still quite strong in the States. But 
maybe it is strong for just that reason: freedom of 
religion and a hard divide between church and state 
may cause more anxiety then calmness or confidence 
in an individual. In other words, possibly the thinking 
goes, “Since our legislation can’t have a real, authen-
tic religious voice to speak on its behalf in a public 
way (like maybe a bishop in the House of Lords), we 
want to know and make sure that the candidate we 
vote for has the same personal beliefs as ours, moti-
vating their public policies.”
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Joy is wonderful, but at the controls, she can some-
times dominate. If that’s meaningless to you, I recom-
mend watching the film Inside Out (95 mins, U, 2015) 
which is delightful, funny and disarmingly insightful. It 
tells the story of Riley, an eleven-year old who moves 
home and school, but the action is among the per-
sonified primary emotions and the memories of her 
mind. Thus, Joy, Sadness, Fear, Anger and Disgust 
guide Riley through her day, configuring her motiva-
tions by day and her memories by night. The film has 
won plaudits from both punters and psycholo-
gists, and I certainly enjoyed it.

Joy is the leader, and always working to 
make Riley as happy as possible. Al-
though she tolerates the influence 
of Fear, Anger and Disgust, it is 
Sadness she is most anxious 
to banish. Joy draws a circle 
around Sadness, keeping her 
out of the way, and is horrified 
when Sadness ‘taints’ memo-
ries with her despondency. At one 
point, Sadness gets control of the 
console, and Riley breaks down 
in tears. There is much in this 
film that is greatly commenda-
ble, but I think the interaction of 
Sadness and Joy offers particu-
lar insights for our understanding 
of Biblical narratives.

First, to Sadness. The leav-
ing-home crisis in Riley’s life is 
only resolved when Sadness 
becomes a fully functioning 
member of the emotion-
al team. Children experience 
and can identify sadness, and we 
must resist the urge to make 
everything ‘smiley’. The Bi-
ble tells stories of real 
people, some of whom 

are very sad. The loneliness of Naomi, the depression 
of Jonah, the grief of Mary & Martha: all are integral to 
these people, and the story the Bible tells. We can flat-
ten out and simplify details of geography, history and 
theology – but if we are to connect with them, we must 
preserve the peaks and troughs in the emotional to-
pography of Bible stories. For children as well as adults, 
we must not gloss over the troubling sadness we find.

In this season of Easter, it is the emotional severity of 
the narrative that we must grasp at. The Holy Week 
timeline is important, but it is the stinging guilt of be-
trayal, heartbreak of death and joy of resurrection that 
move us. They are passions that sing to our hearts 

and resonate in our lives, centuries on. Just as Riley 
cannot live contentedly without the full emotional 
gamut, so too can we not encounter Jesus at 
Easter if we are closed to the uncomfortable parts.

Second, to Joy. Joyfulness is a deep sense of 
happiness and contentment, and goes beyond 

the shallowness of ‘enjoyment’ or ‘fun’. It is a 
condition that can accept sadness, even 

tragedy, but remains an unshaken 
bedrock of hope. At the end 

of the film, Riley finds a new 
joy when all her primary 
emotions are fully active. 
On Easter morning, the 
women and disciples 
were filled with an over-
whelming joy – but they 
didn’t forget the horror of 
Good Friday or the loneli-

ness of Holy Saturday. Inside 
Out reminds us that we can 
express great sadness and 
fear, even within the joy of 
new life.

At Easter, joy is wonderful, and 
rightly dominates the controls.

Backseat Drivers

Jonathan
Brooks

Turning Easter Inside Out

Our hearts were burning within us
Luke 24:32


