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I have designed the parish magazine covers for the 
last few years – hopefully people have been enjoying 
the cover artwork and wonderful contents. Coming 
from a graphic design background thinking up cover 
designs can be quite fun, as well as being a chal-
lenge, but the end result is always rewarding.

Sometimes there is a specific article or current event 
to base the design around, sometimes there is no 
specific theme or the cover is simply to capture the 
time of year. When you start with a blank page it is 
quite satisfying to arrive at an interesting cover. I usu-
ally have freedom to explore different design ideas 
and how to represent the topic for that issue. With 
that freedom to experiment, I can play with different 
ideas, which has resulted in some interesting designs 
which I have been very pleased with.

Even current events can be tied in with the seasons. 
For example, last autumn’s ongoing refugee crisis 
was tied in with the leaves of a tree falling – but the 
leaves were heart shaped. Little things that put more 
meaning into a design: this, I think, is an important 
element for the parish magazine. So in the autumn 
cover, as well as representing the season and arti-
cles, the graphics also have subtleties which can 
mean different things to different people on different 
levels.  We have covered elements such as immigra-
tion, refugees, leaving the EU, all with representing the 
time of year for that issue, so lots of little elements are 
combined.

Whatever the topic, I always try to make the covers 
bright and eye-catching and, most importantly, repre-
sent the wonderful articles that people write.
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Behind the Covers

Grant
Ward

A Brand New Year
In January 2017, Jonathan Trigg will be retiring after 
twenty years of ministry in Highgate. To mark this oc-
casion, special services and events are planned for 
the start of next year.

Please contact Bryce Wandrey, Lauren Patman or 
Alan West for more information (details on p22).

Sunday 8 January
This is Jonathan’s final service at All Saints’. There will 
be a special celebration and drinks and nibbles after 
the service.

Sunday 15 January
On Jonathan’s final Sunday there will be a united ser-
vice at 10.30am followed by a bring-and-share lunch.

At 6pm, there will be a service of choral Eucharist, 
with elements from across Jonathan’s ministry, we 
hope led by the Bishop of Edmonton.

Highgate Theology & Fellowship Group
Jonathan is giving a final series of talks on the Books 
of Hebrews and Revelation. These are at 11am on 
Tuesdays 25 October, 8, 22 and 29 November, and 
6 December.
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Meeting Geraldine Gallagher .........10

Generation Why ..............................12

Autumn. For all the romance of crisp mornings 
and crunchy leaves, it can often feel a very busy, 
even stressful season. The lethargy and expansion 
of the summer is over, and now there is so much 
to do and so little time to do it.

Knowing this, we first want to thank all of our fan-
tastic contributors. Up against tight deadlines, 
they have once again furnished our magazine 
with stunning articles and the following pages are 
glittering with gems. Thank-you to them all, and 
thank-you to our readers who spur us on.

Behind many of these articles, there is a subtle 
but niggling question: “what does it mean to be a 
Christian in Highgate?” This crops up in questions 
of cultural identity like Halloween, and public ser-
vice like prison psychiatry. It stimulates our inter-
views, as Geraldine, Alex and Eleanor tell us what 
sustains them in Highgate. It’s behind the pieces 
from Hamlet, Albert and the Barnabas Fund by 
whom our prayers are joined to our brethren’s 
’neath the western sky. It’s tackled head on by 
those who were Confirmed last July, who speak 
of their identity and security in Jesus. It suffuses 
Jonathan Trigg’s reflections on our shared call to 
discipleship and adoption in Jesus.

It’s a question that seeps through these pages just 
as it inhabits our hearts. “What does it mean to be 
a member of a church, to worship together, and to 
live this life in Highgate?”

Everyone has their own, deeply private, answers, 
but we hope you find these responses as encour-
aging, interesting and stimulating as we have.

Jonathan Brooks, Rachel Halliburton 
and Robert Pfeiffer
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Growing up in Middle America, I was none the wiser 
regarding the ancient and pagan origins of Hallow-
een. I had never heard of the Gaelic festival Samhain 
(pronounced ‘sow-in’), nor did I know of the Celtic 
people’s belief that on 31 October the lines between 
the living and the dead were blurred. My family didn’t 
build a large bonfire, and our priests didn’t throw sac-
rificial crops and animals onto it in order to please the 
gods and divine fortunes for all involved.

Compelling though that sounds, Halloween was in-
stead a time marked by my mother sitting at the sew-
ing machine for weeks until my new costume was 
ready to wear. It might have been impressive if it had 
been an animal head or skin from the local farms – in 
true Celtic fashion – but in fact it was normally a fab-
ric-sewn skunk or mouse, or some other benevolent 
creature. When the day finally came my sister and I 

would trudge out into the sometimes bitter cold to do 
our best to get as many sweets as we could before 
heading home to thaw out. That was it! Count your 
sweets, have three or four (throw out the ones that 
were nefariously unwrapped) and then off to bed. Hal-
loween was over.

When 31 October 2008 rolled around, my wife and 
I were very excited about celebrating our first child’s 
Halloween. Even though Caroline was just a little over 
three months old we wanted to go trick or treating 
with her. But we soon found out that many Chris-
tians in England don’t see eye-to-eye with the Amer-
ican take on Halloween. Americans, on the whole, 
are sublimely ignorant of the ancient and thoroughly 
non-Christian history of Halloween, or Samhain. Yet 
here we realised that we needed to tread a bit light-
ly and not flaunt our trick-or-treating ways. This pro-
voked me to go and uncover some of the history of 
a day that had marked my childhood so strongly. I 
wanted to try and understand why it is, on the whole, 
a pretty mainstream thing in America compared to the 
horrified “Vicar, you’re out trick or treating!?!” reac-
tions we get in Highgate.

I am no scientist, but I am told that there are things 
that naturally absorb one thing and turn it into some-
thing else. Bricks have this effect on light: light hits 
a brick, the electrons in the bricks get all excited, 
indeed, so excited that they give off heat. In other 
words, the bricks absorb the light and in turn return it 
to us as heat. That is a great and fascinating thing: to 
absorb one thing and in turn, instead of simply con-
suming through absorption, to produce something 
else altogether.

Christianity has a bit of history of being “brick-like,” ie. 
absorbing one thing only in order to turn it into some-
thing else. Although challenged by some in academic 
circles today, it is still widely believed that the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth on 25 December has its origins 
in the prin- ciple, “Let’s Make it Our Own.” The 
“it” in this instance was the Roman celebra-
tion of the birth of the Unconquered Sun 

Making it Our Own
Halloween in Highgate

Bryce
Wandrey
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on 25 December. Christians, 
at least by the 4th century, 
had seized upon the oppor-
tunity to absorb and replace 
a very popular festival, Satur-
nalia, a solar festival, and turn 
it into something of their own. 
Hence, the Sun festival became 
the festival of the Son; more spe-
cifically, the birth of the Uncon-
quered Sun became the Christian cel-
ebration of the birth of the Victorious Son.

The story goes that the Church tried, to a certain ex-
tent, the same thing with Samhain. On 13 May 609 AD 
Pope Boniface IV dedicated the Pantheon in Rome to 
all of the Christian martyrs and hence, All Martyrs Day 
was established. Later, in the 8th century, Pope Greg-
ory III expanded the festival to include all of the saints, 
as well as martyrs, and shifted it to 1st November. 
Hence, All Saints’ Day on 1st November was estab-
lished. By the 9th century, as Christianity gained pop-
ularity in Celtic lands, this new festival of All Saints’ 
began to supplant the older Celtic rites and festivities 
of Samhain. Around 1000 AD the Church introduced 
2nd November as All Souls’ Day. It is thought that 
what the church was doing at this time was taking the 
Samhain emphasis on the blurred lines between the 
living and the dead at this “darkening” time of year on 
1st November and Making it Their Own, ie purpose-
fully introducing a new feast (All Souls’ Day) as close 
to Samhain (1st November) as they could. Instead of 
bonfires for crops and animals, the Church wanted 
to shift the focus to prayers for their departed loved 
ones while also celebrating the bond between the 
Church Militant (the church on earth) and the Church 
Triumphant (the church in heaven).

It isn’t as neat a story as Christmas replacing Satur-
nalia but the parallels are still there; All Saints’ and All 
Souls’ would replace Samhain for the Celtic Chris-
tians. It followed fairly naturally that in certain parts of 
Great Britain, Christians started mimicking the Sam-
hain-ian practice of dressing up as well. On 31st Oc-
tober or 1st November each Christian would dress up 
as a ghost and walk out of their city, town or village. 
What they were attempting to symbolise was the loss 
of their dead loved ones from the community that 
year. They would enact their exit from the community 

by walking out dressed as a 
ghost, only to return and have 
a big meal, or feast. And of 
course, the term Halloween it-
self comes from the Church’s 
attempt to replace or absorb 
the more ancient festival of 

Samhain (Hallow = Holy = Saint; 
the day before All Saints’ (or All 

Hallows’) was All Hallows’ Eve or 
Hallowe’en).

Undoubtedly, there is still plenty about Hallow-
een that is a mix and match between Samhain, the 
Church’s attempt to absorb it and more recent devel-
opments (like trick or treating). But it seems that for 
most people with children, it is a time for them to put 
on fancy dress and go around their community, door 
to door, asking for sweeties. When this enjoyable pur-
suit is combined with the number of people who an-
swer their doors on Halloween evening with big smiles 
on their faces, delighted to see the children dressed 
up at their door, the spirit of modern-day Halloween 
takes on a new significance: community upbuilding.

But why not Make it Our Own just a little more. May-
be this year, before heading out to trick-or-treat or 
answering your door to the trick-or-treaters, you will 
want to pray first. Maybe something like this:

Dear Lord, 
at this time of year,

When the days grow shorter 
and the nights grow longer,

Help us to remember everyone who has died,
Help us to give thanks for what they have given 

us,
Help us to honour their memories 

over these coming days.

Help us to give thanks for all that you have done 
for us through your Son, Jesus;

Guide us with your Spirit tonight,
Protect our children,
Bless our community,

And help us to feel your presence 
every step of the way.

Through Jesus Christ, Amen.
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Called to be disciples
Called to belong 
Called to a share in God’s work
Called to care for the earth
Called to be ambasadors of Jesus Christ

These are the themes of our sermon series which has 
just ended. We’ve had quite a few such series during 
my time in Highgate—but I am very glad that I am 
ending with this one. 

Here are a few words, from a very personal perspec-
tive, about the first two of these ‘calls’ which I hope 
will illuminate what I mean. (I’ll hope to write about the 
other three in the next issue). 

Called to be disciples
When I first arrived in Highgate twenty years ago it was 
quickly obvious to me that I was joining a mixed com-
munity. Some were clear about their faith in Christ, 
whether they had come to it recently or long ago; 
many of them were active in the life of the church, 
but all of them were people who ought to be able to 
look to the local Church for spiritual nourishment, fel-
lowship and encouragement. But others were equally 
clear that they weren’t convinced Christians; perhaps 

they were newcomers coming to investigate, perhaps 
they were parents anxious for a place for their child in 
the parish school. And many others were—and are—
somewhere inbetween; drawn to the Christian faith, 
very uncertain about some aspects of it, certainly not 
paid-up subscribers to every word of the Creed, but 
wanting to keep in touch with the Church.

Which is exactly as it should be. Part of the self-under-
standing of any Church of England parish ought to be 
its openness and hospitality to the whole community, 
regardless of faith or no faith. Elizabeth I said that she 
had no desire to “open windows into men’s souls”. 
Nor should we. I wouldn’t want to try to work out 
where every individual is on the journey of faith, even 
if I could. I take this principle from some of the par-
ables of Jesus, especially the ones about seeds and 
growth; spiritual growth, like that of the seed, takes 
place in hidden ways. Thus one of the challenges of 
being a parish priest is that there is no easy measuring 
of results. The word of God in people’s lives is real, but 
only sometimes immediately obvious.

However, this refusal to draw lines, and this commit-
ment to inclusivity do not alter the truth that, in the 
end, to Christ only two answers can be returned: Yes 
or No. To say Yes to Jesus Christ ends up affecting 
every part of our lives. The gospel means wonderful 
liberation, and also radical change. A parish church 
must be judged — at least in part — by whether that 
truth is expressed in words and in life.

We will answer the call
Responding to Jesus in Highgate

Jonathan
Trigg

Called to 
follow Jesus

6
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Called to belong
There are people who want God for their Father 
while not wanting to acknowledge that this will 
mean that they, of necessity, acquire brothers and 
sisters, children of the same Father. We belong, 
whether we like it or not. But to what purpose? 
The question for me as a parish priest is simple: 
do we offer worship, preaching and a common life 
which enables people to grow in faith and experience 
something of God, and are people finding encourage-
ment in living out their faith in all the different contexts 
where they spend the rest of the week? 

The church can all too easily sprout committees and 
meetings and there is sometimes the temptation to 
become over-absorbed in the institution, looking in 
rather than out. One of the best aspects of the Dioc-
esan Ambassadors project—which was launched at 

St Paul’s Cathedral three years ago 
as part of Capital 2020, an initiative 

that promotes more creative ways of 
spreading the Word of God—is liberation 

from this sort of thinking. We live our lives 
in all sorts of scattered places. Here is where 

we are called to follow Christ and to know him. 

A good test of our Sunday worship might be our 
thoughts as we leave: do we genuinely sense that we 
are going out into the world “in the peace of Christ to 
love and serve the Lord”?

Finally, is there brotherly and sisterly love and encour-
agement amongst us? Here at last is a question I can 
answer without hesitation—there most certainly is. I 
know it from all I have received myself of both love 
and encouragement in these past twenty years—for 
which, my heartfelt thanks. Jonathan

We have a curious attitude to prayer. I suspect 
that most people would expect that, whatever 
else they might get up to, prayer is something 
which Christian people do. And yet for many 
Christians prayer is mysterious, problematic, 
something we struggle to find time for, some-
thing we feel guilty about, something we feel 
embarrassed by … And so on.

And yet, at its core, Christian prayer is very sim-
ple indeed and very attractive. Perhaps it is our 
multi-cultural society that confuses us. Prayer 
can look like meditation, a centering of our self, 
self-talk, self-realisation, a higher form of relax-
ation-therapy, rapt absorption in the arts or sub-
mission to a higher authority. And whilst Chris-
tian prayer might sometimes resemble aspects of 
all of these things, at bottom it is about encoun-
ter – meeting the Living God.

In this sense, Christian prayer is in substan-
tial continuity with Jewish prayer – the main 

difference being that Christians approach God 
through the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
in this sense, Christian prayer is different. It has 
precise content and that content is Christ. We 
meet with Him. We admire and worship Him. 
We thank Him. We try to listen to Him, get to 
know Him, learn about Him. In short we devel-
op a relationship with Him and in so doing, feel 
free to ask Him for things – things that we want, 
things that bother us, things that we need.

I can’t imagine that any relationship would 
prosper if there were no encounter, no give and 
take, no exchange of information or feelings. 
So prayer is essential for us. Indeed it is vital if 
we are to maintain our relationship with Christ. 
Without that we will be spiritually dry or even 
dead. And to have that desire to know Him, to 
encounter Him is the necessary first step. You 
can take it from there.

Robert Willoughby

Prayer is... Encounter

7
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The Bishop launched an initiative this year about shar-
ing our faith throughout the week, with friends and 
family and on the frontline. How do we share our faith 
at the frontline?

I’m a psychiatrist with mentally disordered young of-
fenders. I’m currently based in HMYOI (Her Majesty’s 
Young Offender Institution) Cookham Wood in Roch-
ester but have served my time in HMYOI Feltham, 
HMP Holloway and various locked psychiatric wards 
for adults and adolescents. My passion is working 
with young people who find that their lives have taken 
the wrong turn. I see it as my role to help them and 
their carers find strategies so they can avoid reoffend-
ing and go on to develop healthy and fulfilling lives.

Prisons are difficult places to be, especially those de-
taining young people. They are violent places. No one 
is entirely safe. The dynamics are complicated. The bal-
ance of power rests with the regime and officers, which 
can either attract the wrong type or corrupt the good 
ones. Most officers I deal with are as passionate as I 
am about the work. Yet they are vulnerable to assault. 
No one deserves to be assaulted at work. But there are 
several questions to be raised about how preventable 
they are. When considering the violent and challenging 
behaviour of young people in detention, one can often 
find the catalyst in the set up of the prison regime and 
the problem of too few officers on the ground.

The more the young people are simply locked in their 
cells, the higher the risk of violence and/or self harm 
and suicide-related behaviour. Whilst there is an in-
centive earned privileges (IEP) process, this is very 
adult oriented. It takes a week of good behaviour to 
go from basic (no television) to standard, and sever-
al weeks from there to enhanced. For our impulsive, 

traumatised, feral, gang-associated young people, a 
week is a very long time. Furthermore, adjudication 
can lead to lengthy periods of isolation, which can 
create dangerous levels of despair. 

It is often said that the punishment of crime is to be 
locked up, not deprivation once locked up. But aus-
terity means fewer officers and fewer training or edu-
cational opportunities, which means less support, less 
individualised care, less time for officers and staff to 
understand why the young person may be behaving 
in a certain way; it means more time in cell and less 
time usefully spent. Release planning has also be-
come more difficult as the young people usually lose 
their placements on coming into prison, and don’t get 
a new address until a minimum of two weeks before 
leaving, which causes great anxiety and distress.

Fighting for evreything
So what is the role of the psychiatrist and mental 
health team in a young person’s prison? What does 
mental disorder mean in young people? There are, 
rarely, some young people who are suffering with a psy-
chotic or deep depressive disorder who need a speedy 
transfer to hospital. There are others with undiagnosed 
learning disabilities who need assessment, diagnosis, 
support and sometimes a transfer to hospital if they 
cannot manage prison. Another group are those with 
undiagnosed autistic spectrum disorder who need as-
sessment and support. They find prison incredibly tough 
and get themselves into difficulties with hot-headed 
peers or inconsistent staff – but there is no hospital we 
can transfer them to and our role is to support and ad-
vocate for them to prison to reduce risks of outbursts. 
There are many with ADHD needing medication.

On the Frontline

Heidi Hales

Bringing God’s love to those who need it most

8



9

C
O

M
M

EN
T

St M
ichael’s and All Saints’

Autum
n 2016

How does our faith on Sunday translate into the rest of our lives? 
Heidi starts what we hope will become a regular series, exploring how 

God seeps into her work. If you’d like to write about how faith 
influences your life outside church, please contact Rob Pfeiffer.

However, the vast majority of young people in secure 
care have been traumatised and/or neglected in their 
childhood. Some have responded to this by being 
groomed into gang life with the gang looking after them 
better than social services – 
but they are then expected 
to take on the violence in-
volved. Others are feral, liv-
ing in hope that their parents 
will be able to provide care 
and bounce between failed 
placements. Many have lost 
trust in adults and the world 
because they have been let 
down so much. This is not 
a mental disorder, but they 
benefit from the care and 
thought of our team.

What do I do on a daily 
basis? I meet with young 
people, some of whom are 
very unwell, others who just 
need help to think about 
how to behave well enough 
to get off the segregation 
wing. Sometimes this is up-
lifting – other times I have 
to use all my therapeutic 
skills to keep them engaged and trusting. I can leave 
a meeting feeling as if I had been in a boxing ring! I 
go to many meetings (formal and informal) and send 
many emails advocating for young people, just asking 
for things that will reduce further violence and so en-
hance everyone’s wellbeing, but with low resources in 
every agency, I have to fight for everything for them. 

As parents, we do this automatically for our children, 
but my job is to do this for the excluded, the unloved, 
the violent or the difficult – when no one else will.

I do not believe these young 
people are born any more 
evil than you or me. We 
all sin. But some of us are 
more fortunate than oth-
ers, with families or circum-
stances we are born into. 
I fight for us to remember 
the child in need within the 
young offender, who could 
be so different if life had 
dealt him a different hand. 

My job requires me to be on 
constant alert (flight, fright 
or fight) and my adrena-
line is raised. I try to share 
and understand the misery 
of others in order that they 
can bear it. It may explain 
why I hide away grumpy at 
weekends or am impatient 
to family and friends, for 
which I apologise. 

I think though, that I do my job to share God’s love. 
To show the young people how we can respect and 
care for one another. To be reliable and honest. To 
look within to understand why rather than just punish 
the external behaviour. To offer hope and possibility. 
To look for their strengths and think on what life could 
be about.

9
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Ahead of Our Time
Meeting Geraldine Gallagher

I’ve now been the headteacher at St Michael’s school 
for almost four years. Before that I was deputy head of 
a school in Islington where I had been for 16 years. I 
was born in the Whittington hospital and grew up local-
ly. Faith has always been an important part of my life.

London’s history is full of examples of how different 
religious groups have shaped our society. Think of 
the Huguenots, the Irish and more recently Jews and 
Muslims coming here from different parts of the world. 
Living alongside each other teaches us all respect - 
no one wants anybody else to slander or talk badly 
about their own religion. I so often realise that values 
we see as Christian are in fact shared across religions 
the world over. Of course they are also at the core of 
what we see as British values, quite independent from 
any religious connotation.

My own parents are Irish and I grew up as a Catho-
lic. Our family used to worship at St Joseph’s High-
gate, and my local church is now St Peter-in-Chains 
in Crouch End. When I was 17 I spent a year in the 
States, in a small town in Texas. It was a major cul-
ture shock. Everything seemed to be unlike home: the 
climate, the size of the place, the language but also 
in some respects the values people held dear. I had 
grown up in a devout family, but this was deepest Bi-
ble Belt country where practising your religion as part 
of a community activity was basically obligatory. 

The big weekly event was the (American) football 
match on Fridays and after the game there would be 
what was called the “fifth quarter”, a Christian cele-
bration for all the community. Support for individuals 
was excellent, but sometimes things went wrong and 
the closeness of the community could become insid-
ious. There was not much opportunity for people in 
this community to look beyond their immediate neigh-
bourhood to define their values. Segregation had only 
really been abolished for about 20 years, so there were 
adults there whose parents had been segregated.

I thought of being a teacher even at that time. I had 
lots of different interests and I remember talking to an 
art teacher who pointed me towards teaching. From 
the individual subjects one teaches to the coopera-
tion with colleagues and – of course – the work with 
children, having a broad spectrum of interests is cru-
cial. Having grown up with six siblings, I was also very 
comfortable with being around young people and en-
gaging with them.

Ideals to live by
We live in a very competitive world and as a school we 
are of course always concerned with the excellence of 
our students’ achievements. But to me an education 
is more than that. I believe that we should equip our 
pupils with the skills, ethics and personality that al-
low them to make a positive contribution to society in 
whatever way their gifts allows. 

The key values that St Michael’s is trying to convey to 
the children in our care are:

 � Koinonia - a Greek word that signifies fellowship, 
and working together as a community. This com-
munity includes the children’s families, the neigh-
bourhood we live in, and our affiliated church.

 � Endurance – or not giving up when faced with 
challenges.

 � Friendship 

 � Forgiveness 

 � Creation. In this we look not only at what God has 
created, but how we are meant to look after it. 
That starts with little things like being tidy within 
the classroom to looking at the wider context of 

Geraldine
Gallagher
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the world and its natural resources. We show how 
we can make a contribution through little things 
like switching off taps, opting for renewable ener-
gy, recycling and, importantly, looking after others 
who are needy.

Every Monday in our assembly we introduce a theme 
for the week that encourages the children to think 
about ethics and values. Our teachers then work on 
this theme in class. So this week for example we are 
looking at forgiveness, showing how we all make mis-
takes and need to forgive and be forgiven. This in-
cludes talking through relevant bible passages. Older 
children then go though the Lord’s prayer. This week 
with Yom Kippur we are also teaching them about the 
tradition of asking for forgiveness three times. 

I believe the best way to convey values to the children 
is to try and live these ideals. I see this not as some 
purist and highbrow exercise, but an everyday effort in 
the simple things we do. We want the children to learn 
that they should and can be successful individually, 
but that they are part of a community which benefits 
from them and they from it. Together they will bring 
about a better quality of life.

Our connection with St Michael’s church is strong. 
Jonathan Trigg, Bryce Wandrey, Jonathan Brooks 
and the lovely James Yeates – whom we all now of 
course miss – are very much part of our community 
here. Jonathan (Trigg) and Bryce regularly lead our 
morning assemblies, Bryce also teaches in year 6, 
as did James. And Jonathan Brooks leads assem-
blies, as well as telling us about and inviting us to 
Messy Church.

St Michael’s school does services at St Michael’s 
church so the building is familiar to the children and 
our team. Yet we don’t really know many members 
of the congregation. It might be a good idea to ad-
vertise our school services so regular congregation 
members could get to know the school communi-
ty and vice versa. [I think these services could have 
quite a broad appeal] – for instance our Easter bon-
net parade to Church this year was beautiful with the 
children wearing their self made bonnets and walking 
from the school to the church. 

This year’s 125th anniversary of Waterlow Park also 
provided a beautiful example of how we can better 

connect with the community around us. The Friends 
of Waterlow Park made contact with us and asked 
whether we wanted to be involved in the celebrations 
of the anniversary. I loved the park as a child and the 
idea was enthusiastically supported at the school. 
The Parents’ Association ran a fantastic stall at the 
125th anniversary celebration and parents made lots 
of great food with the proceeds going 50/50 to the 
park and to the school.

The world around us is changing so fast and it’s a 
constant challenge to teach in this wider context. We 
have such an international group of people. Events 
that happen far away from here may actually be very 
close to home for some of our parents and children. 
So we need to convey these developments to the 
children without scaring them, and give them a posi-
tive way of dealing with them.

I feel strongly that we are privileged to be working with 
such a diverse group. It is a wonderful responsibility 
to be entrusted with the education of the children. We 
are accountable to them and their parents. The chil-
dren will leave us and go on but my hope and motiva-
tion is that we have given them a grounding that we 
hope will stay with them as they go on in life.

Geraldine Gallagher, headteacher of St Michael’s 
Primary School, was talking to Robert Pfeiffer.

11
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Generation Why
Eleanor Noyce & Alex Georgianna

What’s the best piece of music 
you’ve ever danced to?
Alex: Saskia and I tend to dance to whatever is fea-
tured in Strictly Come Dancing, but particular favour-
ites are any Oompa Loompa song in the newer ver-
sion of Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory.

Eleanor: Get Lucky by Daft Punk. I like the band be-
cause it experiments with different styles of music. 
This song’s good because it’s funky and it has a good 
strong beat. I’ve danced to it at home, and some-
times in the supermarket!

What’s your most significant 
political memory?
Alex: I guess my most significant political memories 
are attending a bunch of the fancy events surrounding 
Bill Clinton’s first inauguration.

Eleanor: When Britain voted to leave Europe. I don’t 
know a lot about it, but I still find it quite scary. I’ve 
travelled to France and Italy and Spain, and enjoyed 
going there. Now it feels we’re not part of as big a 
community as we were. It felt safer being connected 
with the other countries.

What’s your favourite piece of technolo-
gy?
Alex: My favourite piece of technology is probably my 
smart phone. I say that even though I only use about 
a tenth of the phone’s utility. An even more favourite 
piece of technology is probably the television itself. 
When I was a kid, there were only three channels 
and now there’s so much variety. However, I think we 
loved the programmes more back then as there was 
precious few of them.

Eleanor: My iPhone. It’s small and I carry it every-
where. It’s most important for contacting people – I 
take it on playdates, so if anything changes I can tell 
my parents. There’s a calculator on it, which I use a 
lot. I also like using it for sending photos. When my 
mum was at a conference recently, she sent me pic-
tures of the view from where she was staying.

What do you think is the biggest 
challenge for your generation?
Alex: The biggest challenge for my generation is find-
ing a way to fund our retirement while still providing 
our children with the financial support they need. For 
the first time in history, our children will likely be less 
well-off than we were and that’s so troubling. I guess I 
really am getting older when I realize that the world is 
“going to hell in a handbasket”.

Eleanor: Looking after our planet. Pollution is the 
big worry. We try not to use the car – I think there 
should be more electric cars. We also have an allot-
ment, and most of the time we only eat vegetables 
and fruit that we grow there. They include potatoes, 
purple, white and green carrots, broad beans, apples 
and raspberries.

Alex Georgianna is 51 and 
originally from America. 

His daughter Saskia is also an 
active parishioner and dynamic 

dancer at St. Michael’s.
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Why do you come to church?
Alex: I returned to Highgate after spending several 
years in Tanzania where going to church was quite 
difficult. St Michael’s has been a real refuge for my 
daughter and me. We have a place to worship in ear-
nest and we have a terrific community surrounding 
us with love and friendship. Saskia says that she 
comes to church because “that’s where her 
friends are” and I think that works for me 
as well.

Eleanor: I feel like Jesus looks after me. 
That makes me feel more safe. Most of 
my family are Christians. My gran-
dad’s a vicar. Wherever we are on 
holiday, we go to church. It’s part of 
our lives.

What achievement makes 
you most proud?
Alex: Any time that I feel that 
Saskia is feeling happy and 
safe is a moment when I’m 
most proud of myself. It’s 

so important for children and grownups alike to feel 
supported and if I can be a part of that for her, I’ve 
done something wonderful.

Eleanor: When I first did a really steep hill on my 
mountain bike. It’s in a bike park in Southwold, and 
I’d been really scared of it for years and years. Trust-
ing my dad made the difference this time – though it 
normally doesn’t! Not when I’m on my bike!

What words do you use 
to denote approval?
Alex: Over the past few years, I’ve seemed to focus 
on the word ‘terrific!’ It sounds like a rather onomat-
opoeic word and generally cites what is good in the 
moment without reservation.

Eleanor: ‘Awesome’ or ‘cool’.

What author best sums up 
the world you live in?

Alex: I don’t think it’s actually true, but I wish 
it was Michael Bond’s world that we lived 

in. Paddington deals with complicated 
and often difficult situations with a 
thoughtful, rational and kind manner.

Eleanor: We have lots of them. My 
favourite one would be JK Rowling be-

cause she takes about friendship 
and bullies at school. I once 

read Michael Morpurgo’s 
This Morning I Met A Whale, 
which was amazing – and 
talked about how humans 
are destroying the planet.

Eleanor is 10 and goes to 
St Michael’s School. 

She lives in Highgate with her 
parents Sally and Daryl and 

younger brother Tom.
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Relying on the Promise
Building Christ’s Kingdom in Kirima

I grew up in Uganda in a small village close to the 
borders of Rwanda and Congo. I was the youngest of 
twelve children. I had to walk 6km to school. I remem-
ber my mother giving us detailed instructions about 
what to do if we met a wild animal. 

In 1971, Idi Amin became President of Uganda 
through a military coup. As part of his violent and 
brutal rule, people with higher education were perse-
cuted, and universities and secondary schools were 
closed. I dropped out of school at the age of 19 with-
out finishing my secondary education. To make a liv-
ing, I became a taxi driver and a mechanic. 

After Idi Amin was removed, I was able to finish my 
education and decided to train for ordination. While 
I had not been an active Christian at school, there 
were a number of personal events and experiences 
that brought me to Christ. The bishop overseeing my 
preparation for ordination was someone who treas-
ured education. I trained at the well-known Bishop 
Tucker School of Divinity and Theology in Uganda. My 
bishop then encouraged me to come to the UK to 
study for a bachelor degree in theology. I also went to 
study in the US at a seminary in California.

Education is transformative to society. My generation 
under Idi Amin had lost faith in the value of educa-
tion after seeing educated people being humiliated 

and forced to flee the country. But when Idi Amin was 
gone, I realised that only those with a good education 
were able to get into work.

Living in the UK, we experienced how life for all cit-
izens improves when a country benefits from ed-
ucation. Our last daughter was born in the UK and 
we were well looked after by the NHS who provided 
wonderful care for us during the pregnancy, the birth 
and through post-natal services. We realised that in 
order to improve things back home we needed to 
go back to Uganda and invest in educating our own 
communities. I met Jonathan Trigg when I was posed 
as a ministry trainee under his supervision, and he has 
generously supported our work in Uganda ever since.

I was offered a job in the UK, so I found myself in a sit-
uation where we had to decide whether to bring what 
we had experienced back to Uganda, or to remain in 
the UK and enjoy it for longer. Today I am glad that 
we decided to come back. Thanks to the schools we 
founded, I have been able to see so many children 
achieve a great education and become teachers, 
nurses, doctors and entering other professions.

When we got back to Kirima we realised there was 
no nursery school and our daughter was not able to 
find a school place. Supported by a small group of fel-
low parents we set up the nursery school in 1993. In 
1994, we realised that to allow children to benefit from 
a school education we would also have to provide for 
their food and other basic needs, so Kirima parents 
came together to provide for the children, from their 
meagre means more often in kind that in cash.

1414

Hamlet
Mbabazi
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Initially much of our work to establish the schools and 
teach the children was met with suspicion that it would 
not last and could not be paid for. Many rural people 
still believed that school education was beyond their 
means and would deprive families of farm labour. At 
first, children often dropped out of school, but this has 
changed and the original despair at costs no longer 
exists. But inequality of access to school remains a 
problem in Uganda.

However, the success of Kirima School has provided 
an example for other parents. Now we have at least 
another one hundred schools in the wider community, 
inspired by Kirima, four of which were started by our 
organisation CHIFCOD. School number two came 
when a church in the US offered their support. With 
the sponsorship of a church in Germany we started 
our third school. The sponsorship of a combination of 
international churches allowed us to open our fourth 
school. Then, thanks to the kind introduction by Jona-
than Trigg and Nigel Little, we gained Highgate School 
as a supporter and with their generous help were able 
to build the Great Lakes High School.

With the help of the community and international part-
ners, we have also created a college that has just be-
come The Great Lakes Regional University. Courses 
include sustainable agriculture, business administra-
tion, social work, education (training teachers), eco-
nomic development studies, ICT, carpentry/joinery/
metal work, tourism & hospitality. We are currently 
preparing to add courses in clinical medicine, inluding 
a qualification just below a doctor’s once the right fa-
cilities are in place.

We have not had any corporate sponsors, but have 
had some major individual donors. Our recently-built 
high school dormitories is a good example – a spon-
sored walk at Highgate School paid for its construc-
tion. Over the past ten years we have also worked on a 
programme for our students to get involved in smaller 
entrepreneurial activities to earn part of their bursaries. 
Often the largest problem is obtaining seed capital and 

being able to invest in machinery and equipment. A 
current example of this challenge is our Avocado oil 
production, a wonderful and highly sought after prod-
uct, but we now need production machinery and 
struggle to finance the required investments. To solve 
this capital shortage we are currently working to bring 
several producers together in an agricultural co-oper-
ative which will then be able to acquire the machines.

I rely on the Lord’s promise that he will provide. At the 
same time I believe we are inspired to build a self-sus-
taining economy. We’ve tried to capture this working 
together of the spiritual and the entrepreneurial by 
coming up with four pillars of our work, which we re-
fer to as WEEC: 

 � Witness – planting new churches and teaching 
God’s word to the people and seeing his presence 
in what we do

 � Education – encouraging the creation of schools 
and institutions of higher education

 � Entrepreneurship – starting businesses and helping 
entrepreneurs find capital and support

 � Compassion – improving hospitals, access to 
health care, clean water, shelter, caring for the el-
derly; sometimes doing simple tasks like helping 
some old people repair their shelter, fix the roof of 
their place.

My vision is to combine local entrepreneurship with 
international philanthropy, in order to provide a great 
education for our children and build a sustainable lo-
cal economy. If we can be successful business peo-
ple here and make a million dollars in Uganda – and 
then the international community matches that – then 
we are in a position to make significant investments 
in our schools, education, business infrastructure and 
faith institutions and secure the future for our children.

Hamlet Mbabazi was talking to Robert Pfeiffer.
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June Greetings to you all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Ministry goes on well especially with the overwhelm-
ing support that I get with warm clothing and food. 
And your prayers keep us moving on.

Graham visited in the month of May which was a great 
blessing. (Rev Graham Shaw is a trustee of our mis-
sion partner the Zimbabwe Victims’ Support Fund, a 
British charity to which St Michael’s sends its aid. His 
report of his visit can be accessed here: http://www.
zimbabwevictimssupportfund.org/docs/mid-year-re-
port-2016.pdf.) We visited a number of churches out-
side Bulawayo where he was able to see what is on 
the ground regarding hunger, and the sick. We also 
visited Ebenezer, an agricultural training institution.  

Two of our farmer pastors have been trained there.  It 
is good to see how local people are being assisted to 
get farming projects going such as chicken-raising.

In the Matabeleland provinces the situation is the 
same with many hungry and sick. Many children are 
dropping out of school because they are too weak.  
Villagers have been promised food but nothing has 
come except what we have given them.  They are 
feeling bitter and angry but scared at the same time, 
so they don’t say anything.

At Old Nic gold mine many have lost their jobs. These 
men used to drink beer while we preached. Now they 
are coming to church and many have given their lives 
to the Lord. The hall is now too small.

Letter from Zimbabwe

With so many other tragedies unfolding elsewhere, 
Zimbabwe has been out of the news until recent-
ly. Yet the consequences of Robert Mugabe’s three 
and a half decade rule continue to make themselves 
felt. This summer frustration with debilitating corrup-
tion, manifest injustices and gruelling poverty led to 
demonstrations in which people spoke openly about 

their desperate situation – only to be beaten up, ar-
rested, tortured by the police or ‘disappeared’ by the 
intelligence agencies. 

St Michael’s Church has long been supporting Pas-
tor Albert Chatindo who ministers to destitute people 
around Bulawayo. He thanks us for our support and 
sends regular reports. Here are the latest ones: 

May The Cosmos doctors from Australia were 
running a clinic at Killarney yesterday. 

They called me for an emergency case, a baby girl  
(12 months) who had previously been in hospital for 
kwashiorkor (severe malnutrition). The doctor said the 
child needed to be in hospital within 30 minutes or 
she would die. The child was being cared for by the 
grandmother while the mother was searching for food. 
I was at Mpilo within 15 minutes as, by the grace of 
God, all the traffic lights were green. But the hospital 
grounds were full of soldiers and policemen because 
Vice President Mphoko was officiating at a function. 
As I was trying to take a short-cut the national an-
them started and a policeman shouted at me to stop 
saying ‘Don’t you hear what is being sung, the na-
tional anthem?’ Waiting with me were a lot of women 
bringing food to patients. I had to wait for two hours 
and I prayed all the time for the baby and gave her 
small sips of water. Finally I was able to get through 
because I had a letter from the Cosmos doctors.

Updates from Albert Chatindo
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Sept. Greetings in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ!

Matabeleland South: during the month of July we 
travelled and ministered from Gwanda to Beitbridge. 
There is remarkable church growth which I think can 
be attributed to the extra food handed out.  They 
come for the food and then want to stay for the Word. 
In Filabusi people were paying $25 for anointing oil 
and water from a prophet. Because the prophet was 
claiming that people were bewitched by others there 
was a lot of mistrust, hatred and divisions within fam-
ilies.  When we went in to preach not many people 
came but by the third day more and more people 
were coming and they gave their lives to the Lord. 
We were praying for the sick and counseling and had 
Bible studies and people were denouncing the prac-
tices encouraged by the prophet and vowed never to 
tolerate such lies again. We had to do a lot of coun-
selling and relationships were restored as forgiveness 
was asked for and received.

Matabeleland North: before my visit to the area I 
sent two pastors to Binga to prepare the ground for 
the conference which helped me a great deal. The 
Catholic Mission in the area allowed us to use their 
facilities. Many people attended, over 300 on most 
days; people came from afar, even on donkey carts. 
The senator-chief also attended the conference.  He 
owns a grocery store and gave us 20 loaves of bread 
and some sugar. The theme of the conference was 
servanthood.  The Catholic Mission has Tonga Bibles 
for sale at $20 but I did not have money to buy any. I 
strongly believe we have reached a stage where su-
perstition and false religions have been booted out 

and replaced with the true gospel of the Lord. Where 
the gospel is preached the community will never be 
the same again, and I believe that for Binga. Pas-
tors Musa and Joseph remain behind to continue the 
teaching. We want to thank those who have been 
praying for us. Your prayers were truly answered.

The e’Pap feeding scheme is going well especially 
with the children, however we have more than the al-
located 25 elderly and sick people per area coming 
for feeding. The ones who are being fed are report-
ing how the ePap has strengthened and healed them 
and more come wanting the same; it is very hard to 
turn them away. The communities see the effect of 
the feeding as a miracle. The local politicians wanted 
to take over the feeding scheme. The children select-
ed are being fed at two schools. The 19 month old 
baby who was starting to stand after two weeks of 
e’Pap has now taken off. The teacher says that the 
children who used to come feeling dizzy and kept 
falling asleep are much livelier now. Some of these 
children had been coming to school without hav-
ing eaten for two days and they 
would collapse.  The teacher 
often brings food for one or 
two of the children. Many 
thanks go to the donors 
for this life-saving inter-
vention. 

May the Lord bless you 
all and please continue to 
support us in prayer. 

Albert Chatindo 

Since last writing, the baby that went to Mpilo hospital 
died and another died shortly afterwards of kwash-
iorkor.  In response members of Whitestone Chapel 
have adopted 33 babies. $20 every six months will 
supply enough e’Pap (a nutritional porridge) to sus-
tain these vulnerable children. All the babies will be 
weighed at the start of the project and records will be 
kept of their progress.

A member from our church at Mawabeni relocated 
to a resettlement area in Shangani. There was no 
church there so he asked us to come. We set out 

on Wednesday afternoon and got lost until 1 am – I 
almost had an empty tank! While there a team of sev-
en did door-to-door ministry. In the evening we held 
services and had quite a crowd. Many demons were 
cast out. Whenever I have these meetings I invite the 
politicians and the Zionist-sect leaders to speak first 
– that way they bring all their followers. More than 60 
people attended.

Thank you all for your support and prayers for this 
ministry.
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Each year the Barnabas Fund designates a week in 
the autumn as Suffering Church Action Week, which 
runs from the 30th of October to 6th November. At St 
Michael’s, we recognise this with prayers at our Sun-
day services. This year is no exception, as we pray for 
the oppression that Christ’s saints are under in many 
parts of the world. Before we really start thinking of 
Christmas, we should consider the plight of many 
who share the same faith as us yet are in much less 
favourable circumstances. 

We have all seen the news of events in the Middle 
East – of Syria and Iraq in particular – and how Chris-
tians are often being poorly treated and singled out 
for financial exploitation or other abuse. From time to 
time, we hear of explosions in Pakistan. Yet so much 
more goes on behind the headlines in the day-to-day 
lives of Christians in these countries and many in Afri-
ca, Asia and elsewhere.

One such example is a ministry in Lahore, Pakistan, 
supported by Barnabas Fund which is empowering 
impoverished Christian women through health aware-
ness seminars. Many of the women do not know 
even the basics of hygiene and sickness prevention, 
but through the Barnabas Fund presentations they 

can learn about common illnesses and how to avoid 
them. This knowledge helps them to care better for 
their families. The ministry also organises doctor’s vis-
its to provide the women with free consultations and 
prescriptions.

Many Christians who struggle to survive because of 
poverty, oppression or violence cannot afford to see a 
doctor, buy medicine or have surgery when required, 
or even get simple health advice. Barnabas helps to 
provide affordable medical care for them, both by 
paying medical expenses and by sponsoring clinics 
and hospitals that offer their services for free or at low 
cost.

Earlier in 2016, Barnabas Fund published their ‘chain 
of hope’ campaign, which sought to capture the vision 
of the universal church linked together in Christ Jesus. 
Suffering Church Sunday continues that theme of our 
standing together by offering prayers, and providing 
donations that are channelled to enable Christians to 
meet real needs within their own communities. We 
thank God for our opportunity to share in this ministry. 

The Barnabas Fund finances local projects 
that support Christians facing discrimination, 
oppression and persecution around the world.

They are a mission partner of St Michael’s.

Visit barnabasfund.org, see the noticeboard 
in St Michael’s, or speak to Peter Hill-King.

Suffering Church Sunday

Peter
Hill-King

The work of Barnabas around the world

12
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Since the last magazine, the PCC have held meetings 
in July and September, an Away Day and a special 
meeting in October.

The main focus of these have been our role as Am-
bassadors (disciples of Christ) in the communities in 
which we live and work, caring for the fabric of the 
Church and our curates’ accommodation, keeping 
staffing issues under review and looking at the finan-
cial implications of decisions.

Ambassadors for Christ
In February, Jonathan Trigg and several members of 
the Mission Committee attended a meeting about the 
Diocesan 2020 Capital Vision programme and the 
role of ambassadors. This programme is about en-
couraging and equipping people to live out their faith 
in their lives.

Following this there has been a series of sermons 
and a booklet for home groups and individual study. 
On 24th September the PCCs of St Michael’s and All 
Saints’ held an Away Day in Southgate. Rev. Johnny 
Douglas spoke in the morning about ‘Ambassadors 
of the Lord Jesus Christ: Not Just a Diocesan Strat-
egy!’ We discussed how our churches could support 
people to live out their faith throughout the week. Sug-
gestions included looking at the role of preaching, and 
particularly for readers to further utilise their secular 
experience, encouraging daily prayer with resources, 
perhaps emails and prayer ministry after services (see 
Jonathan Trigg’s article, on page 4).

Fabric and Church Buildings
The work on levelling of the paving at the front of 
church was authorised to take place over the summer 
and is now complete, making access to the church 
easier for wheelchair users. In July, approval was giv-
en for Phase One of the refurbishment of 17 Bisham 
Gardens comprising the majority of the refurbishment 
works including the kitchen. Delays to Phase Two 
were the focus of the October meeting. There have 

been subsidence works and redecoration of three 
front rooms, with negotiations taking place with the 
insurance company. This has delayed Robert and Ro 
Willoughby’s move, which is now expected in Decem-
ber 2016.

In the main church building, the stairwell wall hanging 
has been cleaned, thanks to the generous bequest of 
a parishioner. The heating system has been repaired 
and leaking pipes replaced.

Finance
Although the PCC will have a clearer view of the situ-
ation for this year at its November meeting, the treas-
urer has indicated that we have now been running 
close to a deficit for some time. The financial position 
is broadly similar to this time last year with a possible 
loss.

Although we have sufficient resources to fund cur-
rent works, it is likely that an appeal will be necessary 
to fund the required longer term work. Despite this, 
it was agreed that our contribution to the Common 
Fund should next year remain the same as for this 
year. The Common Fund pays clergy, maintains vicar-
age, supports church schools and funds church de-
velopment projects.

Children and Youth Work
Firestarters: A new Firestarters group for those 
in Year 7+ has started at the 9.45 service, led by 
Jonathan Brooks, Mark Dailey and Alex Ollier. It 
has a particular focus on relating current affairs to 
Christianity.

Messy Church: A very positive review meeting was 
held in June, and several practical ideas are being 
implemented.

Schools: The clergy and Jonathan are involved 
in teaching and taking assemblies at St Michael’s 
School. They are also planning greater co-ordination 
over school services. Ro Willoughby is experienced at 
working in schools and meetings are taking place with 
Rachel Weir, the Highgate School Chaplain, about the 
possibility of working with classes at Highgate School.

In the Committees
Report from the St Michael’s PCC

Mary
Embleton
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Services at St Michael’s
On Sunday 6 November the 6.30pm Choral Eucharist service will include a commemoration of the departed. 
On Sunday 13 November there is an Act of Remembrance at 10.50am.

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 11am.

8am 9.45 11.15 4pm 6.30pm

30th Oct
All Saints’

Holy
Communion

(BCP)

Holy Communion

Ephesians 1.11-23 
Luke 6.20-31

Morning Worship

Ephesians 1.11-23 
Luke 6.20-31

Evening Prayer 
(BCP)

Isaiah 65.17-25 
Heb. 11.32 - 12.2

6th Nov
3 before Advent

Holy 
Communion

2 Thess 2.1-5,13-17 
Luke 20.27-38

Holy Communion

2 Thess 2.1-5,13-17 
Luke 20.27-38

Morning Worship

2 Thess 2.1-5,13-17 
Luke 20.27-38

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

Romans 8.31-39 
Matthew 22.15-22

13th Nov
Remembrance

Holy
Communion 

(BCP)

Reading Epiphany 6

Morning 
Prayer

2 Thess 3.6-13 
Luke 21.5-19

11.25am 
H. Communion

2 Thess 3.6-13 
Luke 21.5-19

Messy Church

at All Saints’ 
Talbot Road

5.30pm 
Evening 
Worship

at St Joseph’s

20th Nov
Christ the King

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Reading Trinity 25

Holy Communion

Colossians 1.11-20 
Luke 23.33-43

Morning Worship

Colossians 1.11-20 
Luke 23.33-43

BCP Choral 
Evensong

1 Samuel 8.4-20 
John 18.33-37

27th Nov
Advent Sunday

Holy
Communion 

(BCP)

10.30am Parish Communion
Isaiah 2.1-5; Matthew 24.36-44

12pm Bring and Share lunch

Advent 
Carol Service

4th Dec
Advent 2

Holy 
Communion

Isaiah 11.1-10
Matthew 3.1-12

Holy Communion

Isaiah 11.1-10 
Matthew 3.1-12

Morning 
Worship

Isaiah 11.1-10 
Matthew 3.1-12

BCP Choral 
Eucharist

1 Kings 18.17-39 
John 1.19-28

11th Dec
Advent 3

Holy Communion 
(BCP)

Morning 
Prayer

Isaiah 35.1-10 
Matthew 11.2-11

Holy Communion

Isaiah 35.1-10 
Matthew 11.2-11

Messy Christingle Service

4pm Messy Church
5pm Christingle Service

6pm Bring & Share buffet tea

18th Dec
Advent 4

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

Family 
Carol Service

Holy Communion

Isaiah 7.10-16 
Matthew 1.18-25

Service of 
Nine Lessons 

and Carols

24th Dec
Christmas Eve

11.30pm 
Midnight 
Eucharist 

of the Nativity

25th Dec
Christmas Day

Holy 
Communion 

(BCP)

10am

Nativity 
Service

11am

Holy Communion

1st Jan
Christmas 2

Holy Communion 
(BCP)

10.30am Parish Communion

Hebrews 2.10-18; Matthew 2.13-23

BCP Evening 
Prayer

Isaiah 49.7-13 
Philippians 2.1-11
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Services at All Saints’
There is a service of Holy Communion each Wednesday at 7.30pm

St Michael’s Register
Baptism and Confirmation
Jonathan Alcock (baptism and confirmation)
Amanda Cranmer (confirmation)
Lara Dailey (confirmation)
Jessica Hales (confirmation)
Thomas Lehmann (baptism and confirmation)
Andrei Rozhdov (baptism and confirmation)
Millie Tudor-Hart (baptism and confirmation)

Baptism
Andrea Craven, Ervin Craven, Isabella Craven
Leah Shari Taylor
Anna Julia Giles
Matilda Rose Arnopp
Beatrice Mary Fraser, Edwin Peter Fraser

Wedding
Andrew David Wiggins & Clare Nicola Chin Siew Teng
Stephen Page Jones and Charlotte Helen Devlin
Leon Anthony Davies and Gemma Dianne Scott
Heath Charles Ball and Sofia Linnea Johansson

Memorial Service
Peter Morley OBE
William James van Oosterom

Funeral
Harold John William Chapman
James Barrie Zafar
David Batcup

All Saints’ Register

To arrange a wedding or baptism at St Michael’s, 
visit the church hall at 10-11am on Saturday morn-
ings to talk to a member of clergy.

For weddings and baptims at All Saints’, contact 
Bryce Wandrey (details on page 17).

10am Evening

30th Oct
All Saints’

Parish 
Communion

6th Nov
3 before Advent

Parish 
Communion

13th Nov
Remembrance

Parish 
Communion

4-6pm

Messy Church

Joseph’s Dreams

20th Nov
Christ the King

All-In 
Service

27th Nov
Advent Sunday

Parish 
Communion

4th Dec
Advent 2

Parish 
Communion

11th Dec
Advent 3

Parish 
Communion

6.30pm

All Saints 
Carols

18th Dec
Advent 4

All-In 
Service

24th Dec
Christmas Eve

Parish 
Communion

11.30pm 
Midnight 
Eucharist 

of the Nativity

25th Dec
Christmas Day

Parish 
Communion

1st Jan
Christmas 2

Parish 
Communion

Funeral
Hilda Venter,
Kirsten Carruthers,
Nicholas Ulrich

Baptism
Patrick James Fahy 

Photo Credits: p4 Freepik, p10 John Salmon, 
p 13 StudioCanal, p18 Barnabas Fund
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The Rev’d. Dr. Jonathan Trigg
Vicar, St Michael’s
Curate, All Saints’
jonathan.trigg@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07883 340239

The Rev’d. Bryce Wandrey
Associate Vicar, StM
Priest-in-Charge, AS

brycepwandrey@gmail.com
020 8351 6083

The Rev’d. Howard Rogers
Assistant Curate
howard.rogers@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 7485 6376

Rev’d. Robert Willoughby
Assistant Curate

Highgate Theology Fellowship
robert.willoughby@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
01923 249489

Contact
Details

Jonathan Brooks
Children & Youth

jonathan.brooks@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

020 7681 0170
Paul Dean

Director of Music
paul.dean@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
07740 28274
Hannah Parry

Assistant Organist
hlmparry@gmail.com
Veronica Sanderson
Safeguarding Officer

safeguarding@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

07961 165029
Anne Casson

Reader
cassonjsc@ 
hotmail.com

020 7272 2374

Robert Pfeiffer
Reader & Magazine

rpfeiffer@ 
bryangarnier.com
020 8348 9140

Nick Sanderson
Reader

nsanderson@ 
blueyonder.co.uk
020 8883 6031

Gill Taylor
Reader

gilltaylor77@gmail.com
020 8340 8319

John Taylor
Reader

johntaylorok@aol.com
020 8340 9019

Patrice Ware-White
Reader

p.ware@ucl.ac.uk
020 8348 3257

Ro Willoughby
Reader

ro.willoughby@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org

01923 249489
Lauren Patman
Churchwarden

lauren.patman@ 
stmichaelshighgate.org 

07711 608924
Alan West

Churchwarden
alanwest60@gmail.com

020 7284 3282
Mary Embleton
PCC Secretary

maryembleton252@ 
gmail.com

020 8340 5923
John-Henry Liepe

Treasurer
jhliepe@hotmail.com

07841 165029

Mary Holtby
Assistant Treasurer

mary.holtby@ 
blueyonder.co.uk
020 8245 5490

Roger Sainsbury
Stewardship Recorder

rnsainsbury88@ 
gmail.com

020 8883 4927
Gilly Wesley

Fairtrade & Elec. Roll
gilly.wesley@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
Karen Sennett

Mission Partners
karen@metafour.com

020 8340 3739
Kay Langley-May

Parish Administrator
office@ 

stmichaelshighgate.org
020 8340 7279

St Michael’s stmichaelshighgate.org

Pam Lighthill
Reader & PCC Sec.

pam_lighthill@ 
hotmail.co.uk

020 8444 0387
John Havergal
Churchwarden

agile@authors.co.uk
020 8341 0442
Mary Barker

Stewardship Recorder
020 8348 6058

David Bulgin
Treasurer

david.bulgin@ 
rssb.co.uk

020 8349 2397
Jane Havergal
Electoral Roll
jhavergal@ 

blueyonder.co.uk
020 8374 5543

Jean Johnson
Church Hall Bookings

020 8347 8020
Valerie McMillan

Choir Mistress
020 8346 0438
Demi Adebanjo

Children’s Advocate
demiathome@ 
yahoo.co.uk

020 8340 2128

Elizabeth Bulgin
Guide

020 8349 2397
Marie Edwards
Brownies & BRF

mefaired@hotmail.co.uk
020 8340 5726

All Saints’ allsaintshighgate.com
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Behind the Betrayal

Amos Oz, considered by many to be a worthy con-
tender for the Nobel Prize for Literature, takes a pro-
vocative starting point for ‘Judas.’ Looking at the Bi-
ble from the perspective of a Jewish scholar, Shmuel, 
he asks who really was the historical Jesus? It is a 
crucial question in a novel obsessed by narrative un-
certainties, which clears the way for its reconfigura-
tion of Judas’s motives by pointing out that outside 
the New Testament, details of Jesus’s life are thin on 
the ground. If one uses this Jewish perspective as 
a foundation for questioning Biblical narrative, then 
where does this leave the Jesus’s most controversial 
disciple?

‘Judas’ has obviously become a byword for betrayal, 
often of the most bitter kind. Even more saliently, the 
story of Judas – a story Oz memorably described in 
a recent interview as ‘the Chernobyl of anti-Semitism’ 
– has been used as justification for centuries of Chris-
tian persecution of Jews.

Oz seeks to present a different view. Rather than be-
traying Jesus for financial gain, Judas comes to fer-
vently believe in Jesus’ divinity, having initially been 
a sceptic. He agitates strongly for Jesus to go to 
Jerusalem, where he knows he faces almost certain 
death. But Judas believes Jesus will escape his fate 
and come down from the cross, thereby proving his 
divinity. When he sees he cannot, he hangs himself, 
distraught at what he has done. 

Oz interweaves this with a narrative set in Jerusalem 
in the winter of 1959-60, a city still physically divided 
in the wake of the war that followed the UN’s pro-
posed partition of Palestine in 1947. As such, Judas 
becomes a meditation on the theme of betrayal and 
the maligned. Shmuel, a student who has abandoned 
his research into historical views of Jesus, is taken 
into the home of Gershom Wald, a Jerusalem intel-
lectual whose nights are haunted by the death of his 
son, Micha, in the 1947-48 war that preceded Israel’s 
declaration of independence and whose only solace 
is conversation.

Shmuel is but the latest ‘lost soul’ to be invited 
into the house Gershom shares with his widowed 
daughter-in-law, Atalia. The house is suffused with 
the memory of Atalia’s father, Shealtiel Abravanel, a 
formerly prominent figure in the Zionist movement 
whose reputation has never recovered after 
withdrawing his support for 
a Jewish state in Palestine 
in favour of reconciliation 
with the Palestinian Arab 
community. Through his 
infatuation with Atalia, 
Shmuel sets out to find 
more about Shealtiel 
and spends his spare 
hours researching the 
state archives, only to 
encounter the reality 
of Shealtiel’s dimin-
ished status in the 
harshest of lights. 
As Gershom ob-
serves, ‘He died 
hated and reviled 
by everyone… He had no 
Jewish friends left. He was “The Traitor”.’

Beyond its sophisticated conceptual structure, ‘Ju-
das’ contains one of the most moving descriptions 
of the crucifixion I have come across outside the gos-
pels. Oz takes the reader to the foot of the cross, to 
the people milling around, to the vendors catering to 
the crowd that has gathered to gawp and jeer. Je-
sus’ pain – and that of the men on the crosses on 
either side – is harrowing. Mary weeps quietly. Among 
the crowd is Judas, who withdraws to a tavern and 
then wanders through fields before reaching the fig 
tree where he ends his life. Oz’s sympathy for Christ, 
whom he depicts as full of love and compassion but 
also prone to acts of petulance and frustration, is 
clear to see.

While many of the familiar Oz motifs are present in 
‘Judas’, this is far from the typical Oz novel. In its dis-
cussion of the story of Judas, it has much to recom-
mend it to a Christian readership, while also reward-
ing longstanding admirers of one of Israel’s literary 
heavyweights.

Julian
Halliburton

Re-Imagining the Conflict in Judas
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God has called you by name

Jonathan Brooks

Early in this magazine, Jonathan Trigg writes of our 
commitment to inclusivity and refusal to draw lines – 
but he confesses that “in the end, only two answers 
can be returned to Christ: Yes or No.” Of course we 
are welcoming to all seekers of faith, but we must ac-
knowledge that, at some point, each of us must ren-
der to Jesus a single answer: Yes or No.

Last summer, we celebrated as seven people an-
swered Yes in front of families, friends and our assem-
bled congregations. Confirmation is not a decision 
taken lightly: for months, each spent time learning, 
reading and discussing what it would mean to be 
confirmed, and praying to know if this decision was 
what God wanted for them. For Robert Willoughby 
and me, accompanying the candidates on the last 
few weeks of their journey towards Confirmation, it 
was a privilege and honour to witness the Spirit at 
work. Jonathan, Amanda, Jessie, Lara, Andrei, Tom 
and Millie were confirmed – and some were baptised 
– by Bishop Rob Wickham, and together we rejoiced 
at Jesus living in each of them. By outward sign and 
inward grace, each knew – knows – that their identity 
is in Christ. It was a moment of Yes to Jesus.

But for many of us, others’ Confirmation can seem 
a bit like watching someone play the piano: “I wish 
I could do that,” we think, “but deep down I know I 
never will”. The public faith of others might be inspiring 

but it can also feel a bit alien – out of reach, and una-
vailable to us. The warmth of their smiles can leave us 
feeling cold. If that’s you, it’s certainly been me. I can 
remember years of looking at friends and wondering 
how their faith can be so deep and full. Could I ever 
know God in that way?

And the truth is, no. I can only know and belong to 
God in my way. Confirmation is a moment at which 
to say Yes and acknowledge that we belong, but 
it’s not the only way to do this. Flip back to page 13 
where Alex and Saskia say that they belong to church 
because it is where their friends are. Or where Elea-
nor says that church is part of her family, and that it’s 
where she feels looked after. On page 10 Geraldine 
discusses belonging to Christian communities in Tex-
as, in Highgate and now Crouch End. On other pag-
es, Hamlet writes about the community in Uganda, 
Peter describes new communities in Pakistan. There’s 
even mention of someone from Darkest Peru.

There is no one way to belong, just as there is no 
one way to be a Christian, and no one way in which 
Jesus can be part of our lives. Jesus does not call us 
to know him like our friends know him – he calls us 
to belong to him just as we are. We know the same 
God, but he knows us all individually. So whilst the 
Confirmation service in July was a great celebration, it 
must always be slightly vicarious. The real celebration 
comes in us saying Yes to Jesus ourselves. And for 
that, why not turn to Robert Willoughby on page 7.

Jessie Hales Confirmation Testimony

I’m Jessica Hales and I’m twelve years old. Both my 
parents are Christian so I was brought up a Christian. 
But I’d be lying if I said I hadn’t had doubts about my 
faith, or the existence of God. But what’s confirmed 
God for me is that, when I fall over, God’s always been 
there to pick me up.

When I talk to atheists about God helping you, their argu-
ment is “Well, I’m afraid of spiders, if I ask God to make 
me not afraid of spiders, I won’t magically be fine with 
them.” But this is just not how God works. God helps you 
and holds you: he doesn’t walk for you. I, like everyone 
else, have been through bad times, but I’m here and still 
standing. So as I take this step of Confirmation, I hope 
that whenever I’m upset I remember this. I’ll finish with a 
verse from Hosea 11 that rather connects with that:

It was I who taught 
Israel to walk,

I took them by the 
arms;

but they did not know 
that I healed them.

I led them with cords 
of human kindness,

with ropes of love.
I lifted the yolk from 
their neck,

and bent down 
to feed them.

Confirmation for us, today


