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who we are – a summary
All Saints’ is the Anglican parish church for the northern part of Highgate. It is one of ten churches making
up the Deanery of West Haringey and is situated in the London Borough of Haringey, abu ng Barnet to the
north. Consecrated in 1864, the church was erected as a mission church to service the burgeoning community in North Highgate during a period of intense road and rail construc on. A stone’s throw from Highgate
Wood however, the church was dubbed “the li le church in the woods” at its centenary in 1964, and has
never quite lost its rural feel.

The Church is within the Archway conserva on area, down the hill from Highgate Village, and the
parish is twofold in character. Much of it is leafy, including Highgate Wood and Queens Wood, and
there are a rac ve tree lined streets abu ng main roads such as North Hill and Muswell Hill Road.
However, the parish is also bisected by busy main roads leading from the North, the A1 and A1000 trunk
roads, lined in parts by local shops. Some social housing is to be found, besides private housing of diﬀerent
kinds.
A recent extensive residen al development of the former magistrates court, police sta on and proba on oﬃce
adjacent to the former vicarage has just been completed by Bellway Homes, and includes a brand new vicarage
and glebe ﬂat immediately adjacent to the Church by virtue of an agreement between Bellway and the
Diocese.
Highgate is known for its pubs, and All Saints’ parish is no excep on, although the nearest pub on North Hill is now
in the hands of bailiﬀs. All Saints’ parish also contains a number of residen al care homes for the elderly,
residences of Commonwealth High Commissioners, and the (private) Highgate Hospital.

All Saints is a small and friendly church with an electoral roll of c.70 and average Sunday service a endances of
around 40, aged from 0 to over 90. The congrega on includes people from a wide range of church tradi ons
including Catholic and Nonconformist, drawn from a variety of cultures, lifestyles and na onali es.
In common with St Augus ne’s Church, historically our daughter church, we have links with St Michael’s Church of
England Primary School, which lies within St Michael’s Parish. We have been trying to establish links with Highgate
Primary School, which is within All Saints’ Parish.

For some years we have been working par cularly closely with St Michael’s Highgate, our adjoining parish in
Highgate Village, which originally helped found All Saints. Closer links were formed when the then St Michael’s
vicar became our Priest-in-Charge in 2009, and con nued a er 2014 when his Associate Vicar (also All Saints’
Assistant Curate) took his place as our Priest-in-Charge. The regular Parish Magazine, edited by a team from St
Michael’s, has been a joint magazine for both parishes.
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who we are – a summary
We oﬀer periodic evensongs and Taize services in conjunc on with Churches Together in Highgate, and every
year par cipate in their Procession of Witness on Good Friday. This tradi onally begins at All Saints’,
con nues down the Archway Road to St Augus ne’s, the Anglican church founded by All Saints, cuts through
to Highgate Hill and St Joseph’s Catholic Church, and ﬁnishes up the hill at the Highgate United Reformed
Church in Pond Square where we end with an ecumenical service and hot cross buns.
We support various regular chari es, including U.S.P.G., Chris an Aid, Crisis, Macmillan Cancer Care and Help for
Heroes, holding collec ons and coﬀee mornings and a mission breakfast on Remembrance Sunday in November.
We are currently paying £33,000 to the Common Fund per annum. Our vicarage is brand new. The Church
Hall and connected kitchen needs refurbishment and there are nascent plans for upgrading it subject to
funds. We recently dealt with the necessary removal of asbestos in the south aisle of the church, funded by a
loan and grant totalling £10,000 from the Diocese together with a successful Gi Day, raising over £10,000.
For the last year or so we have beneﬁted from a substan al licence fee payable by Bellway, the adjoining
developers, because of their encroachment onto church property. We also an cipate a payment of some
tens of thousands of pounds in connec on with the Diocese’s proﬁt from the development of the adjoining
vicarage. For further informa on please visit our website www.allsaintshighgate.com.

our parish
For Census purposes, the Highgate area is divided between three North London boroughs - Haringey, Camden and
Islington. All Saints parish lies within, and broadly covers, Haringey’s Highgate Ward.
Haringey was formed in 1965, merging the ancient borough of Hornsey, including Highgate and Muswell Hill, with
the equally ancient, but historically more deprived, eastern borough of To enham with its oﬀshoot, Wood Green.

According to the 2011 Census, the popula on of Highgate Ward is 11,362, with a median age of 35. 70.2% of the
residents were born in the UK. Only 11.1% of the Highgate Ward popula on live in social rented accommoda on,
which is well below the Haringey average. 49.7 % of the residents are owner occupiers and 37.4% rent privately.
52.5% of the Highgate popula on are living as a couple, and 22.5% live with dependent children. Anecdotally the
Church has seen churn over the years: many young families who previously a ended the church, with their
children a ending St Michael’s School, have moved away to outer suburbs or the country, given the high cost of
housing in Highgate. However, there is a solid core of congrega on, some of whom do not live in the Parish.
Educa onal levels within Highgate Ward are high, while almost half the female residents work. 65.7% of
residents have reached Level 4 higher educa onal standards and above, and those with no qualiﬁca ons has
dropped since 2001 to 6.4% from 9.2%. 46.4% of the popula on are full me employees, while 20.5% of
Highgate residents work in the professional, scien ﬁc and technical ac vi es industry.
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As to religion, 40.9% of people within Highgate Ward said they were Chris an, a reduc on from 48.8% in
2001. Nonetheless this group remains by far the biggest religious group. Meanwhile 34.9% of the popula on
say they have no religion (an increase of 9.4% since 2001). There is a substan al Jewish minority and on
North Hill, a Kingdom Hall for Jehovah Witnesses.
In the General Elec ons of 2015, the local cons tuency (Hornsey and Wood Green) was won by Catherine
West, Labour, from Lynne Featherstone, Liberal Democrat. Catherine West won for Labour again in 2017
(Lynne Featherstone having taken a seat in the Lords). The Church has no current links with the local MP.
currently has three Liberal Democrat councillors, Bob Hare, Liz Morris and Clive Carter.

our church in ac on
worship
There is one service every Sunday. This is held at 10.am. The normal service is a Parish Eucharist (CW,
Contemporary Language) with organ and robed choir, crèche and Sunday School. On the third Sunday of each
month the 10 am service is an All-In’ Service, where there is no choir and the service is led musically by a guitarist
cantor and pianist. The children help lead by reading the gospel and leading prayers. Said Eucharist is celebrated on
Wednesdays at 7.30 pm (CW) and on Principal Feast Days. Our LLM holds monthly prayer services on a Sunday
a ernoon and at her house on a Monday morning. Occasionally a choral evensong or Taize service is held on a
Sunday evening, welcoming members of diﬀerent Highgate churches. There is an annual child-friendly carol service.
church style and tradi on
Full vestments are worn at the Eucharist and the sacrament is reserved. Music at the Parish Eucharist and Evensong
is led by the organ and a robed choir, which sings an anthem at major services. The choir is aﬃliated to the Royal
School of Church Music, and has a wide repertoire, both tradi onal and modern. There is an Allen electronic organ
together with a piano, mainly used at the ‘All-In’ service. A crèche for pre-school children, and Sunday School for
primary school aged children operates during the 10am service. The children start in church, leave for these groups
a er a children’s talk and hymn and return before the Communion. Members of the laity are ac vely involved in
Sunday services, reading lessons and leading the intercessions. Our LLM preaches once a month.
Bible study groups, Lent groups and discussion groups have met from me to me, led mainly by the clergy or the
Reader/LLM. Conﬁrma on groups have been conducted for adults and young people by clergy, some mes in
conjunc on with St Michael’s.

membership
70 people were on the electoral roll in March 2017. Around half live outside the parish. Sunday a endances in 2016
averaged 35 adults and 8 children. The average weekly number of communicants is 30. We hope to add adults and
young people to the numbers being prepared for conﬁrma on in 2018.
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children and young people
In addi on to the Sunday School groups the church has an ac ve Brownie group which meets weekly in the
Church Hall (Girls aged 7–10). The Brownies a end the annual Remembrance Sunday Eucharist and lay a
wreath at the war memorial in the south aisle of the Church.
older members and vulnerable adults:
The care given at Trees by a team from the Church has been described above. Un l fairly recently services
were held at The Mary Feilding Guild, another residen al home close by. However, this was discon nued
because par cipants had died. Recently 1 or 2 newer residents have a ended services at church.
The Church is shortly to receive the beneﬁt of a hearing loop system.

communica ons:
E-mail has been used by the clergy to circulate details of the weekly services, no ces and other important informa on.
We have a parish website, www.allsaintshighgate.com, which has been regularly updated. It needs further improvement. We also make some use of Facebook and Twi er, and we could make more use of social media, whilst recognising that we must con nue to use more tradi onal forms of communica on for church members who do not use
IT, or who dislike social media! We submit to the regular St Michael’s and All Saints’ Church Magazine edited by a St
Michael’s team. Copies of the magazine are printed and le at the back of the Church.
There has historically been a weekly no ce sheet distributed at Sunday services.
The latest monthly magazine and weekly no ce sheet can be accessed via the website.
Christmas cards with seasonal gree ngs, mes of services and contact details including the website address are
delivered around the parish.

all saints’ mission ac on plan:
The M.A.P. was reviewed in 2014, building on the new vision for London set out in the Diocese of London’s campaign ‘London: Capital Vision 2020’. We try to ensure that a list of events is prepared for the year ahead: in 2016
we included a pet service which proved very successful. We oﬀer coﬀee a er service on a Sunday which provides a
good opportunity to meet and to get to know each other be er.

other ac vi es:
The Fellowship and Outreach Commi ee organises many social ac vi es which are open to all. Regular events each
year are: Highgate Food Fes val in September, Harvest Bring and Share lunch (October), Remembrance Sunday
Mission Breakfast (November), Advent Coﬀee Morning (December), Carol Service followed by mince pies and
mulled wine (December), Pancake Party (February), Mothering Sunday and Easter Cake Sale, Concert in June/July,
together with quizzes and jumble sales.
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our church in ac on
Other social events are organised each year to raise funds for chari es. We support various regular chari es,
including U.S.P.G. (St Anne’s Hospital Nkotakota, Malawi), Crisis, Macmillan Cancer Care and Help for Heroes.

our building and facili es
the church
The Church was consecrated on 30 January 1864 and remained within St Michael’s parish un l 1874. It was
designed by architect Arthur Blomﬁeld, son of a Bishop of London and uncle and trainer of architect Sir Reginald
Blomﬁeld, who designed the Menin Gate at Ypres, the Cross of Sacriﬁce for the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, and the Grade II Listed War Memorial at Highgate School. The church was made of stone and
designed in a 14th century style by Sir Arthur, who was also brother in law of Revd C. B. Dalton, Vicar of St Michael’s
Highgate. It was built as a small cruciform building with an eastern bell turret. In 1864 a north porch was added,
and in 1865 an organ chamber. In 1874 Blomﬁeld added the south aisle and increased the sea ng from 300 to 550.
In 1912 a north aisle and south east vestries were added. In 1938 the chancel was restored. A er damage to the
Church during the Second World War, a ﬁre followed in 1945 and the north aisle was blocked oﬀ. The Church was
restored and rededicated in 1953. In the 1960s the north aisle, separated from the body of the Church by folding
doors, was remodelled as a parish hall. The north aisle includes the stained glass windows from 1912, with their
ﬁne depic on of scenes from the Old and New Testament.
As a result of the frequent altera ons, the Church is not a listed building. It is in a reasonable state of repair. The
latest quinquennial inspec on (2013) iden ﬁed some issues including asbestos and damp in the south aisle. These
have been dealt with and redecora on has taken place. We plan to improve the ligh ng in the Church and the
church architect is looking at op ons. We have just obtained a faculty for the installa on of a sound system
incorpora ng a loop system. Funds are available from our licence fees to cover the cost of these improvements. A
party wall surveyor is advising the Church on the impact of the adjacent development, which is very close to the
vestries to the east of the church.

the hall
A number of church ac vi es take place in the hall, including coﬀee or tea a er services, parish lunches and other
social events. The hall is an important local amenity, used by a number of classes and groups including Zumba, the
Cholmeley Choral Society, ballet, yoga and tap dancing. It is also frequently hired for par es and recep ons. Hall
le ngs are an important source of income, genera ng some £12,639 in 2016. The hall is in a reasonable state of
repair, but there is a plan to refurbish it once funds are received from the Diocese in connec on with the adjacent
development.

the garden
The area surrounding the church buildings is a pre y garden, laid to lawn. A life-size oak cruciﬁx honouring a First
World War soldier from Highgate occupies a prominent posi on, echoing the exquisite bronze war memorial in the
south aisle of the Church. There are ﬂower beds around the Church and the Sacristan has ins tuted a Memorial
Garden. Volunteers (at present mainly the Sacristan) keep the grounds clean and dy.
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Top: Pamela Lighthill, Reader (LLM) and below from le to right:
Austen Worth, Church Warden, John Havergal, Lay Vice Chair and Anja Barnes, Church Warden

our building and facili es
the vicarage
The Vicarage is brand new and there is a small garden at the rear with parking at the front.

links to other local churches
The map in Annex 1 shows All Saints’ parish boundaries. The other Church of England parishes in Highgate are St
Michael’s and St Augus ne’s, which like All Saints, are in West Haringey Deanery. St Anne’s is also in Highgate, but
is in the South Camden Deanery.
All Saints is a member of Churches Together in Highgate (CTH) which unites us in pilgrimage with St Michael’s, St
Augus ne’s, Highgate United Reformed Church, St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church and Highgate Interna onal
Church. CTH organises ecumenical Lent groups each year which are supported by members of our congrega on.
Other ac vi es include occasional joint evening services and the Procession of Witness on Good Friday.

personnel
The PCC employs a paid organist, Christopher Harris and musicians Andy and his wife Polly, who organise music for
the All-In Services. There is a Reader (LLM), Pamela Lighthill, who preaches once a month, organises the rota for
lesson-readers, intercessors and chalice administrators, and organises prayer groups. Some lay people are licensed
to a end the residen al care home Trees on a weekly basis to administer Holy Communion from the reserved
sacrament. The Sacristan, Marie Edwards, who helps look a er the vestments and communion vessels, does much
to organise the services at Trees.
Three people at present are involved in Sunday School teaching, assisted also by other adults, mostly parents.
There are two Churchwardens, one Austen Worth, elected in November 2015 and the other, Anja Barnes, in April
2017. Our normal prac ce, as recommended, is for Churchwardens to serve for six years. Our Lay Vice Chair is
John Havergal.
Jean Johnson administers hall le ngs, which are an important source of income for the Church.

Above

Above

Chris Harris, Organist
Andy and Polly, Musicians
Jean Johnson,
Church Hall Hire Secretary

Marie Edwards, Sacristan
Val McMillan, Choir Mistress
Miichael Hurst, Crucifer

Other volunteers play an important part in the life of All Saints in a vast range of roles as sidespeople, choir
members, musicians, members of the PCC and its commi ees, ﬂower arrangers, magazine contributors, providers
of refreshments and meals and gardeners. Some volunteers play mul ple roles and it is a con nuing challenge to
encourage other congrega on members to share the burden.

our ﬁnances
Our latest accounts are included in the 2016 Annual Report. Total income in 2016 was £86,853, but this included
£19,221 income from the building work licences granted to Bellway for the erec on of fences and scaﬀolding on
church land in connec on with the adjacent construc on work. It also includes £12,644 in income from church hall
le ngs, and £10,000 from a Diocesan grant and loan towards the repair works in the south aisle. Excluding the
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our ﬁnances
income from Bellway, General Fund income amounted to £32,671, which includes Gi Aided dona ons of
£21,295. Total expenditure was c. £77,000, including a Common Fund payment of £33,000 and £20,811 for
the
restora on work in the south aisle. Without the Bellway money we would be ﬁnancially stretched. A
stewardship campaign in 2017 has resulted in a li le extra giving. However, many of the young couples in our
congrega on are struggling with the high cost of housing in the area and this obviously constrains their ability
to contribute to Church income.

our next priest
Our next Priest will take the lead in inspiring the future direc on of our church as we build on exis ng
founda ons. We are seeking someone who will lead and inspire us in our Chris an discipleship. He or she will
have the vision to ﬁnd new ways to enable us to grow as a church, serving the North Highgate community and
beyond. We need someone with the drive to develop and mo vate the team, introducing changes with sensi vity.
Our new priest will want to get to know the North Highgate community as well as maintaining and fostering links
with other Highgate churches, St Michael’s School and Highgate Primary, and the local residen al care homes,
including Trees and the Mary Feilding Guild. He or she will be a people person, with experience of working
successfully with a congrega on ranging from the elderly to children, young people and their parents. He or she
will work with our music team to grow the role of music in our worship.
challenges
The challenges he or she will face include:
Building links between younger and older members of the congrega on, and con nuing to a ract children a er
they move on to secondary educa on
Maintaining contact with members of the congrega on who cannot a end church due to illness or disability
Focusing on outreach to the wider community
Increasing the commitment of the congrega on, resul ng in be er church a endance and growth in discipleship
what are we looking for in our next priest?
Set out below are the a ributes that we are looking for:
A good leader, kind, with vision and a strong pastoral bent;
eﬀec ve at communica ng with people across all age groups including children
A good preacher;
Commi ed to using music to enhance worship
An eﬀec ve ambassador for the parish, reaching out to local people and organisa ons, and building the role of
the Church in the wider community
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